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COW TTEE ON FI NANCE 5
CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  Good nor ni ng
everyone and wel cone to the chanber of the Council; I

wel cone all of you; ny name is Donenic M Recchi a,

Jr.; I"'mthe Chair of this wonderful Finance
Committee. | welconme you on this wonderful fall day
in Novenber. 1'd like to introduce ny coll eagues who

have joi ned us; we have Council Menber diver
Koppel I, Council Menber Jinmy Oddo, Council; Menber
Donovan Ri chards.

Today the Commttee on Finance wll have
its first hearing on proposed Int. 1040, a Local Law
that will require the adm nistration to create an
online database to track the funds in connection with
recovery efforts of Superstorm Sandy; the |egislation
i s sponsored by Council Menber Donovan Ri chards and |
wanna t hank himfor spearheading this |egislation.

On the evening of Monday, Cctober 29th,
2012, Superstorm Sandy brought a catastrophic,
unprecedented storm surge al ong the east coast,
particularly in New York City, where thousands of New
Yor kers experiences power outages, nassive fl ooding,
extensi ve property damage, collapsed roofs and ot her
ext ensi ve property damage, which in hundreds of cases

resulted in conplete property |oss. The devastation
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COW TTEE ON FI NANCE 6
caused by Superstorm Sandy resulted in severe
fi nanci al hardship and econonic | oss to New York
Cty.

In order to address the severe | osses
suffered by individual s and busi nesses, on Tuesday,
January 29, 2013 President Barack Obama signed into
| aw the Disaster Relief Appropriations Act. In New
York State, to date, nore than $2.1 billion in
Federal aid has been approved to rei nbursenent state;
| ocal governnents for Sandy-rel ated response and
recovery efforts after the devastating storm
Congress appropriated $16 billion, which turned out
to be $15.8 billion after the sequester to community
devel opnent bl ock grant prograns for necessary
expenses rel ated to disaster relief, long-term
recovery restoration of infrastructure, housing and
econom c revitalization to the nost i npact,

di stressed areas. To date the City has received
$1.77 billion in CDBG noney di saster funds.

Si nce Superstorm Sandy there has been a
| oss of online data resources providing information
relating to Sandy recovery efforts to allow the
public to gain a better understanding of how and

where the federal noney appropriated through Congress
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COW TTEE ON FI NANCE 7
for Sandy relief is being spent. However,
information fromthe nore trusted and reliable source
such as FEMA and the New York State Office of the
Governor only provide allocation information on the
federal or state |evel and do not provide detail ed
information to allow a resident of a locality to
track where or how such funds are being spent in
their conmmunity. Additionally, information provided
by the federal and state governnent do not offer
i nformati on received from ot her fundi ng sources on
| ocal level, nor do they offer meaningful information
relating to the contractor who is in receipt of the
funds to provide services to | ocal communities on
behal f of the Gty -- scope of work for a project,
contract costs, the nunber of jobs created or
mai ntai ned as a result of the potent funded project
or the type of job and pay associated with such jobs.

I f you renmenber, in 2009 New York City
received stinmulus funding follow ng the financia
crisis; six weeks after President Cbama signed the
stimulus funding bill the Mayor's O fice of Operation
created a database to help the public track federa
stimulus funds appropriated to and used by New York

City. Not only was the stinmulus tracker crated
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COW TTEE ON FI NANCE 8
rapidly; the stinmulus tracker allowed New Yorkers to
track the use of federal stinulus funds through
interactive features and easy to read charts and
graphs of projects, contracts and paynent |evels.

The tracker provided a funding summary, the nunber of
j obs created and maintained as a result of the
stimulus funding and New Yorkers were able to view
projects occurring in |ocations throughout the city
t hrough the use of nmapping technol ogies. The
stinmulus tracker allowed the public and governnent
officials to follow federal funding progress at
project, contract and paynent |levels and tied public
out cones to noney spent. The goal of the Cty
Council is to establish a simlar nechanismfor
federal, state and | ocal funds provided to New York
City as a result of Superstorm Sandy.

This | egislation before us today focuses
on transparency and accountability of the way in
whi ch Sandy funds are used to ensure the integrity of
each contract recipient, the ability to track where
and how noney is being spent and the ability to track
key performance neasurenent, such as jobs created and

mai nt ai ned.
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COW TTEE ON FI NANCE 9

A representative fromthe Mayor's Ofice
of Housing Recovery is here today. W wll wel cone
their thoughts on our legislation and the plans for
transparency and accountability in the di sbursenent
of Sandy funds.

Before we hear fromthe adm nistration
wanna t hank ny Counsel, Tani sha Edwards, who worked
very hard in arranging this and thank her for
scheduling it at 10:00.

[ appl ause]

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A: | al so wanna t hank
Mar garet Nel son fromthe Speaker's office, Shannon
Manguet [phonetic] in the Legislative Division,
Preston N bl ack, Jeffrey Rodus and Nat han Tot h,
sitting to ny left, and ny entire Finance D vision
all worked very closely and col | aborated wi th Counci
Menber Richards and his office and his staff to
create this |l egislation.

| wanna rem nd everyone that Monday at
1:00 we will have a joint Comm ttee Devel oprment
neeting chaired by ny Council Menber Al Vann at 1
p.m in the Committee Room proposed Int. 1171, which
woul d anmend the tax lien law to include additiona

protections for individuals subject to the lien sale.
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COW TTEE ON FI NANCE 10
Monday will be the first hearing on the bill, so
there will not be a vote; Departnent of Finance is
expected to testify; | encourage all ny colleagues to

conme to the hearing.
W will now hear fromthe Mayor's offi ce.
Vel cone.

[ background comment] Good norning. |
am Thaddeus Hackworth, General Counsel with the
Mayor's O fice of Housing Recovery QOperations, or
HRO.

Anmong ot her Sandy-rel ated housi ng
efforts, HROis responsible for the operations of the
New York City Build it Back program which in keeping
with HRO s m ssion, ensures that New York Gty
honmeowners, | andl ords and tenants whose honmes and
properties were danmaged by Sandy are able to return
to permanent, safe and sustai nable housing. The
program s operations include the direct provision of
residential rehabilitation and reconstruction through
agreenents with contractors and devel opers for one-
to four-unit and nulti-famly buildings and rental
assi stance for |owincone, displaced tenants.
Fundi ng for these activities is being provided

through a Community Devel opnent Bl ock Grant D saster
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COW TTEE ON FI NANCE 11

Recovery, CDBGDR, adm nistered by the U S. Departnent
of Housi ng and Urban Devel opnent.

| thank you for the opportunity to
testify today on proposed Int. 1040-A, a Local Law
seeking the creation of a public database to track
the expenditure of funds in connection with the
recovery efforts follow ng the devastation of
Hurri cane Sandy.

A key goal of the proposed legislation is
i ncreased transparency, letting New Yorkers know how
and where Sandy recovery dollars are being spent and
the Bl oonberg fully supports that. |In fact, New
Yorkers can already get a wealth of information about
Sandy recovery efforts through NYC. gov and 26, 000 New
Yor kers have already signed up for our Build it Back
recovery program

To enhance these efforts we are
devel opi ng a website nodel ed on the stinulus tracker
website that the City maintains in connection with
the American Rei nvestnent and Recovery Act that wll
detail the spending of both FEMA funds and the
Conmuni ty Devel opnent Bl ock Grant funds that Congress
appropriated through the Sandy Recovery Act. W are

| ooki ng at what elenents of Int. 1040 coul d be
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COW TTEE ON FI NANCE 12
included on that site and we wel cone the Council's
i nput. W expect to be able to |launch the Sandy
Recovery tracker sonetime before Thanksgiving. It is
our hope that the Sandy tracker coul d obviate the
need for this legislation; in the neantine, | want to
di scuss sone significant concerns we have with the
bill as it is currently drafted.

The bill raises significant privacy
concerns for renters and honeowners who choose to
participate in our housing recovery prograns,
including the Build it Back program The bill"'s
definition of a recipient includes individua
honeowners and renters who are awarded grants for
honme rehabilitation, reconstruction or rental
assi stance. Thus, the bill could be construed to
require these individual New Yorkers to have their
personal information posted to an online public
dat abase for all to see, sinply because they received
di saster recovery assistance fromour program Under
the proposed bill this information could include each
honmeowner' s address, the value of the disaster
recovery grant or |oan and even the honmeowner's
qualifications for the receipt of a grant nade using

Hurri cane Sandy funds. Disclosure such as these, if
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COW TTEE ON FI NANCE 13
they are indeed required, are not only intrusive, but
could be potentially stigmatizing for program
partici pants who had no expectation that their
accept ance of needed disaster relief would be shared
publicly and could inadvertently provide a conveni ent
source of information, indeed a nailing list, to
those that ny try to take advantage of Sandy victins.

By contrast, those who accept disaster
assi stance directly from FEMA are protected by
federal |aw fromthe disclosure of their persona
information, wth potential crimnal penalties for
unaut hori zed di scl osure; as drafted, the proposed
bill potentially underm nes this protection.

The proposed | egislation also requires
the City to provide information that it does not
currently have and would be very difficult to
collect. The vast mpjority of the contracts for the
program and certainly those for construction services
and case nanagenent service have been procured under
appl i cabl e | aw and subsequently registered with the
conptroller. There are no provisions in these
contracts that require the contractors to report data
on job creation and retention, let alone at the |evel

of granularity set forth in the proposed |egislation,
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COW TTEE ON FI NANCE 14
whi ch includes not only a project by project
reporting of job creation and retention, but also
whet her those jobs are permanent or tenporary, full-
time or part-tine, the inconme of each enpl oyee, the
per cent age of enpl oyees on each project with
enpl oyer - provi ded health care and the borough of
resi dence for each enployee on the project.

Wiile the City can certainly ask our
contractors to provide this type of information, they
have no contractual obligation to provide it. The
only way for the Gty to obligate the contractors to
provide this data would be to negotiate a
nodi fication to the contracts, which would inpose
significant expensive and tine-consum ng burdens on
the contractors, nmany snmall, |ocal businesses who
will work on this program To address this
addi tional cost the programwould need to reall ocate
some of its limted CDBGDR funding fromrepairing and
rebuil di ng hones to reporting about them It is also
uncl ear whether the City could be reinbursed for such
costs using CDBG dollars, which would further inpact
the City's taxpayers.

In general, the scope of reporting...

sorry...this is not to suggest that the Gty's use of
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COW TTEE ON FI NANCE 15

Sandy-rel ated di saster recovery funds should not be
clear and transparent; that's why we' re devel opi ng
t he Sandy Recovery Tracker, which we believe would
provi de nmuch of the information the public needs and
that the bill seeks to get. | believe we all share
t he goal of hel ping as many New Yor kers as possible
recover fromthis disaster while al so maki ng conpl ete
and accurate information avail able regarding the
funding provided to the Gty fromfederal sources and
how t hat noney is being spent to benefit New Yorkers,
both now and in the future.

| would like to thank the Council Finance
Committee for providing me with this opportunity to
di scuss this proposed legislation. | am happy to
answer any questions you have at this tine.

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  Thank you very much
for your testinony, for being here today;, we have a
| ot of questions; |I'mjust gonna start off by saying
-- it's great that you're designing this website and
this tracker system we greatly appreciate it, but we
definitely feel that we need this legislation. Wen
do you think it's gonna be conpl ete?

THADDEUS HACKWORTH: The expected | aunch

now, as | nentioned, is sonetine before Thanksgi ving,
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COW TTEE ON FI NANCE 16
although I will nention that if stakeholders |ike the
Council wi sh to introduce additional features or
| evel s of reporting to the tracker, you know t hat
coul d extend the tine.

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  kay. |Is there...
could we set up a neeting time so Council nenbers
coul d cone see what you are devel oping, so you could
educate us, because we can't make reconmendations if
we really don't see it.

THADDEUS HACKWORTH:  Absolutely. | can
hel p coordi nate a neeting.

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A: ' Cause | know ny
col | eagues would love to do that, so we'll set up a
tinme; we'll go through ny [background comment ]
wonder ful attorney, Tanisha Edwards. That's nunber
one; the other question I'mjust gonna ask; then |'m
gonna turn it over to Donovan Richards, is that you
talked to the jobs, okay; it's really inportant that
we put the job information on this website and how
coul d we nmake that happen, you know?

THADDEUS HACKWORTH: How coul d you nake
It happen? So the difficulty is, as | nentioned,
that the contracts that we have with our contractors

that have been finalized do not require the
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COW TTEE ON FI NANCE 17
contractors to report this type of job information to
us, so the only way to obligate themto provide it
woul d be to nodify those contracts, pay the
contractors nore to provide it.

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  So we have to pay
them nore to provide this informtion?

THADDEUS HACKWORTH:  Because we did not
negoti ate that kind of reporting in the contracts as
they were initially negoti ated.

[ backgr ound comment ]

THADDEUS HACKWORTH: Had we negoti at ed
that provision earlier on, presunably those increased
costs woul d' ve been passed on to the City then.

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  But why can't the
adm ni stration put the informati on on so we don't
have to...you get the information...you can get the
information fromthe people that you contract with
and...l understand...wel| basically what you're telling
me, if | understand this, that the reason why you
can't do it is because you didn't put it into the
contract; therefore the contractors can't do it
because they're not being paid to do it.

THADDEUS HACKWORTH: It's not that they

can't do it; the Gty could as the contractors to
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COW TTEE ON FI NANCE 18
provide the information and if contractors are
willing to provide it, then the Cty would have that
data and woul d be able to report it.

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  Then the City would
be able to report it?

THADDEUS HACKWORTH: Yes. The difficult...
[ nterpose]

CHAI RPERSON RECCHIA:  So the City could
doit and it won't cost anything.

THADDEUS HACKWORTH: That's right; the
difficulty is that some contractors nmay not
voluntarily provide that information; they may choose
not to, because there is no contractual obligation...
[ nterpose]

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A: Wl | ...

THADDEUS HACKWORTH: for themto do so

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  |'ve been dealing
with this adm nistration for the |ast past 12 years
and | deal with a |ot of contractors and a | ot of
projects and when | hear you say you can't force them
to do sonething, | should play that back when HPD
tells certain contractors, well if you don't do this,
this and that, then you' re not gonna get other

contracts, or if you don't do this, this and that
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COW TTEE ON FI NANCE 19
you're not gonna stay on our good list. You're
talkin' to the wong person here ny friend, okay...

[ crosstal K]

THADDEUS HACKWORTH:  Well | think...

CHAI RPERSON RECCHIA: | ...no, |'mjust
bein" very, very...when you cone in this chanmbers and
you tell nme that, when | know that is not true, okay,
‘cause | have heard conmm ssioners put..lay it right
on the line to different conpanies, so |I'mjust
makin' that thing and |'msorry to raise ny voice,
but | just...[background comment] you know, but this
is a point that it could be done, okay, it's not
i npossi ble, alright and the reason why we need the
| egi slation is because in 44 nore days...is that how
many days we have left...44 nore days you'll be out'a
here and the new administration's comn' in and we
wanna make sure that they foll ow up on what you
started and that's why we need the |l egislation, for
continuity, to make sure everything gets foll owed
out. So | wanna turn it over now and recogni ze ny
col | eagues who have joi ned us, Council Menber
Cabrera, Council Menber Jackson, Council Menber

Lander and Council| Menber Jinmy Van Braner.
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COW TTEE ON FI NANCE 20

At this time | recognize the co-sponsor
of the bill, Donovan Richards.

COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS: Thank you
Donenic, | really appreciate your |eadership and help
on all of this and thank you to ny coll eagues, all 36
or 37 of them who supported this bill fromits
I nception, both denocrat and republican.

M. Hackworth, the first question is; you
reported today that you guys are comn' up with sone
sort of tracker; do you have a Power Poi nt
presentati on you can give us today?

THADDEUS HACKWORTH: | do not have a
Power Poi nt that | can give you today, although again,
| can coordinate with the Mayor's O fice of Data
Anal ytics, who's been intimately involved and we can
get you information about the website.

COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS: (kay, | would
suggest next tinme you cone to a hearing if you're
gonna say that you have a proposal on the table that
you bring us sonething substantive.

THADDEUS HACKWORTH:  Not ed.

COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS: Okay. I'I1

start with a few questions. Wich agency or agencies
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COW TTEE ON FI NANCE 21
will be responsible for creating and accurately
mai nt ai ni ng thi s database?

THADDEUS HACKWORTH:  So t he dat abase...the
I mpl enenti ng agenci es have been the Mayor's office,
the Mayor's Ofice of Data Analytics, along with OVB.

COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS: OWB. (Ckay.

VWhat conplication...[crosstal k]

THADDEUS HACKWORTH: There may...there may
be ot her agencies involved, but those three | believe
are the primry agencies invol ved.

COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS: \What
conplications do you foresee and how can we overcone
themwith this bill?

THADDEUS HACKWORTH:  Par don?

COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS: \What
conplication do you foresee happening if we inplenent
this bill and how do you see us overconi ng those
conpl i cations?

THADDEUS HACKWORTH: Wl | the...as |
nmenti oned, the main conplications are the significant
privacy concerns for those who are participating in
the disaster recovery prograns, as well as the

i ncreased cost to the City for conpelling contractors
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COW TTEE ON FI NANCE 22
to provide information that they may not wish to
provi de voluntarily.

COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS: | woul d just
echo what ny col |l eague said; | know there are ways
you guys can ensure that taxpayer dollars that are
going to these contractors that there is sone
reporting mechani smthat they can give...there can be
strings attached to this and |'ve certainly seen it
over ny years here and certainly don't accept that
answer today...[interpose]

THADDEUS HACKWORTH: Wl | ...one way to
deal with that would be to require the data be
reported by the Gty to the extent that it can be
ascertai ned, so we could ask our contractors for that
data, ask themnicely or ask them not so nicely and
if they provide it, then we can report it, but if
they don't provide it, the point is that we cannot
make themreport it.

COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS: You reported
26, 000 people applied for Build it Back; do we know
how many of those applicants have received sone sort
of aid so far? [crosstalKk]

THADDEUS HACKWORTH:  So |'m here today as

counsel for HRO to discuss this particular bill and
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COW TTEE ON FI NANCE 23
concerns, the | egal concerns that we have with it,
but I would be happy to coordinate with HRO and get
an answer to you for that.

COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS: (Okay. The New
York City Mayor's Ofice of Operations and the New
York City Departnent of Information Technol ogy and
Tel ecommuni cations created the NYCStat Stinulus
Tracker; DOTT as we call it, contracted with
Accenture for help in building a sustainable and
scal abl e reporting nechanismto track funding. WII
the admi nistration contract with Accenture again to
devel op the Sandy tracker; if not, what other
organi zati ons or consultants have you consi dered?

THADDEUS HACKWORTH: | can't answer that
question, but again, | can coordinate to get you an
answer on that.

COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS: So you're gonna
roll out a tracking system before Thanksgi ving and
you don't have information on who woul d...

THADDEUS HACKWORTH: | personally don't
have the information; again...

COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS: kay.

THADDEUS HACKWORTH: ny role here is as

an agent for HRO, HRO is concerned about the bill
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COW TTEE ON FI NANCE 24
privacy inplications and the cost inplications so
that we can continue to serve those who are affected
by the storm our focus has been on, you know, the
honeowners and repairing and rebuilding; there are
ot her agencies; | nentioned the Mayor's office, the
Mayor's OFfice of Data Analytics and OVB, who have
been primarily devel oping the website.

COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS: But you did
nmention that you guys are rolling out a supposed
website in a few days, but you don't have...there's
been no work on this already or was there sone work
on this?

THADDEUS HACKWORTH: There has definitely
been work on it. Again, we'll be nore than happy to
provi de you additional information about the website.

COUNCI L MEMBER RICHARDS: | w Il suggest...
i s there anyone here who can answer these questions?

THADDEUS HACKWORTH: As far as | know
there's no one else fromthe adm nistration schedul ed
to testify about that.

COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS: (Okay. We know
that through the Stafford Act, which authorizes the
President to declare a major disaster and nmakes funds

avai |l abl e through rei nbursenents to state and | oca
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COW TTEE ON FI NANCE 25
governnments to help themrespond to and recover from
a catastrophe; to date we are told that New York
St ate has been appropriated approximately $2.1
billion; how nuch noney has the Gty sought to be
rei mbur sed?

THADDEUS HACKWORTH: So again, ny role
here as counsel for HROis to address the bill that's
bei ng consi dered today and our concerns with that
bill, so again...[interpose]

COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS: But you guys
were aware that this hearing was going to happen for
how | ong now, or that this day was com ng?

[ crosstal K]

THADDEUS HACKWORTH:  For sone tinme, but
that the hearing would be about this particular bill
the tracking bill.

COUNCI L MEMBER RICHARDS: | will suggest
next tinme you cone that you cone with these answers
or have soneone who can answer these questions. How
much noney has been appropriated to New York City for
publ i c assi stance grants from FEMA?

THADDEUS HACKWORTH: Again, ny role here
is not to discuss HRO operations or the City's

financi al operations when it conmes to, you know, al
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recovery prograns, it's...we had concerns with
proposed | egislation and |'m here to voice those
concerns.

COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS: Al ri ghty.

Wl |, because you can't answer any questions we'l
junmp into sone other questions.

How do you currently determ ne the nunber
of jobs created and naintained; is there a formula
used to generate an estinmate of the nunber of jobs
created and nmi ntai ned based on historical data and
project or do you use actual data provided by
contractors?

THADDEUS HACKWORTH: Ri ght now we are not
collecting data on job creation, that's part of the
problemw th the bill; that we are being asked to
coll ect data that we do not currently collect.

COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS: So we are just
gi ving contractors taxpayer dollars and not keepin’
any records; are you saying the Mayor's office is not
keepi n' any record of anything?

THADDEUS HACKWORTH: No, you asked about
job creation specifically.

COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS: That's part of

the dollars though that are...if you're givin'
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t axpayer dollars to these contractors to go in and
clean up M ss Sadie's house in Rockaway or through
the Build it Back program are you tellin' ne there's
no record of how...you guys are not keepin' any
records on these?

THADDEUS HACKWORTH: On this, yes. So
we' re keeping records with respect to each and every
project that we're working on; you know, we have
detailed files on each of our applicants; if your
guestion is specifically about job creations for a
particul ar project, the answer is that no, we do not
currently collect that information.

COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS: Ckay. WII the
dat abase allow us to determne if |ocal residents are
getting Sandy-funded jobs in affected areas and what
types of jobs are they?

THADDEUS HACKWORTH:  So, the database is
still in developnment, so if there are particul ar
features that the Council would like to see in that
dat abase, | encourage you to work...again, | can
coordinate this to work wwth the Mayor's O fice of
Data Anal ytics and the Mayor's office and OVMB and see
what, you know, information can be provided and that

you would like to see.
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COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS: So you guys
will use that during the stinulus tracking, the
simlar nmechanism why can't...[crosstal k]

THADDEUS HACKWORTH:  It's a simlar...

COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS: the sane
mechani sm be used here?

THADDEUS HACKWORTH: The website is very
simlar; it is simlar to the stinulus tracking
websi te.

COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS: Alrighty. And
do you know how nuch noney has been provided to the
City fromthe adm nistration already; how nuch noney
has been spent so far?

THADDEUS HACKWORTH: Again, |'mnot here
to answer questions about that, I'mspecifically here
to voi ce our concerns about the proposed | egislation,
the private concerns and that the additional costs
W || cause us to be able to serve fewer honeowners.

COUNCI L MEMBER RICHARDS: So | will go
into Section Ill requirenents now. How does the Gty
enforce these requirenents?

THADDEUS HACKWORTH:  The Section |1
requi renents for contractors are part of our overal

conpl i ance franmeworK.
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COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS: Now many of
t hese questions |I'maskin' you, |I'maskin' them
because you said that you guys have cone up with a
Sandy tracker, so |I'm not understandi ng how you guys
are gonna roll sonething out before Thanksgi ving you
sai d?

THADDEUS HACKWORTH: That's the expected
rol | out.

COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS: And you have
none of this information already, so either you're
bl owi N snoke up nmy nose or...[interpose]

THADDEUS HACKWORTH: There's...there's a
mul ti tude of information avail able; you're asking
specif...[interpose]

COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS: Avail abl e
wher e?

THADDEUS HACKWORTH: avail able to the
Cty, the Mayor's O fice of Data Anal ytics has plenty
of information.

COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS: So why aren't
t hey here?

THADDEUS HACKWORTH:  You' re aski ng

specifically about the jobs.
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COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS: So why aren't
t hey here?

THADDEUS HACKWORTH: Because we are here
to discuss the Council bill that's being proposed
whi ch has significant...[interpose]

COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS: But you can't
answer any of the questions.

THADDEUS HACKWORTH: |If you want to ask
nme nore questions about the problens that we have
with this particular bill, then |I can answer those
guesti ons.

COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS: So can you run
t hrough how this stinmulus tracker is gonna work, just
take...|'m an everyday New Yor ker, everyday person
how am | gonna be able to use this stinulus tracker,
this Sandy tracker, sorry?

THADDEUS HACKWORTH:  Again, the outcone
of this depends on, you know, the recommendati ons
that the adm nistrations gets from stakehol ders...

[ crosstal K]

COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS: No, no, wha...
forget our reconmendati ons.

THADDEUS HACKWORTH: It's a website;

you'll go to the website.
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COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS: Can you take ne
t hrough the website?

THADDEUS HACKWORTH: | cannot; it's stil
i n devel opnent.

COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS: So you're gonna
roll a website out before Thanksgiving, but it's
still in devel opment now, so...[interpose]

THADDEUS HACKWORTH:  We're working very
hard on it.

COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS: kay.

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  Okay. | have a...
you said you can't answer questions several tines the
Counci | Menbers have...

THADDEUS HACKWORTH: | said...yeah, I...
that I can't answer questions about...[interpose]

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  What coul d you
answer ?

THADDEUS HACKWORTH: | can answer
questions about the issues that are inbedded in this
particul ar proposed | egislation 1041-A.

CHAlI RPERSON RECCHI A:  Ckay. Who could
answer the questions that we need answers to?

THADDEUS HACKWORTH: Wi ch questions?

[l aught er]
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CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  Are you ki dding ne?

[ backgr ound coment s]

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  About t he... about
t he database, but all these questions that we had
that you keep on saying, | can't answer, | can't
answer ...[i nt er pose]

THADDEUS HACKWORTH:  Again, |...1 have
mentioned several times that | reconmmend that the
Council ...and | can...l can help coordinate this, but
di scuss the tracking website with the Mayor's Ofice
of Data Analytics; we already tal ked about the
Council taking a |look at the website...[interpose]

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  Yeah.

THADDEUS HACKWORTH:  provi di ng
i nformati on about the website; in the context of
t hose conversati ons you can your...[interpose]

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  Okay.

THADDEUS HACKWORTH: questi ons answer ed.

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  Well we need a | ot
of questions answered, so...and | don't wanna...you're
just the attorney who just cane here today; I|...1 am
getting very close to adjourning this hearing until
the right people cone here to testify, because this

is an inportant bill to many council nenbers, many
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counci |l nenbers rearranged their whol e schedule to be
here today and we didn't cone here today to hear you
say, | can't answer that, | can't answer that. Ckay,
so | strongly recommend to the admnistration that if
you want to get soneone el se here we could adjourn
this, we could take testinmony fromthe public, 'cause
they all came down here today, but | really...ny
col | eagues have questions. So |I'm gonna ask any of
nmy col | eagues who has questions about this bill...you
say you can answer questions about the bill?

THADDEUS HACKWORTH:  About the bill.

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  Okay. Does anybody
have questions about the bill? Ckay, | recognize the
counci | ...Counci| Menber Richards, |'mgonna call on
Counci | Menber Brad Lander ...

COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS: Sure. Sure.

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  he has questions
about the bill. Okay, in the neantine | would
request the admnistration to try to get sonebody
here. Thank you very nuch. Recognize Council Menber
Brad Lander.

COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER:  Thank you M.

Chai rman and thanks to Council Menber Richards for

sponsoring this bill and M. Hackworth, | do think
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it's inmportant for you to understand that if the goa
that you have is to help us shape this legislation to
work in a way that the adm nistration thinks is
better, 1'mnot sure you could be doing anything |ess
productive than your current testinony, so you may
have been sent to do exactly what you're doing, but
as a co-sponsor of the bill, | was prepared to cone
here this norning and tal k about enthusiastic | was
that the adm nistration is working on something that
builds off of the stinmulus tracker, which was a
fairly good step and a far cry fromthe 9/11 post-
tracking and that we would be glad to work with the
adm ni strati on on genui ne i ssues of privacy and
genui ne i ssues where there are chall enges getting the
data, but when you cone in here and you treat us |ike
dopes and you pretend that you don't understand the
wor ds you' re saying, you nmake ne just wanna pass the
bill as is, with no further negotiations with the
adm nistration and so if the goal is actually to have
us pass a bill that works well with the systemthat
you' re setting up, then you shoul d encourage people
to sit dowmn with us and treat us respectfully and
treat nenbers of the public respectfully, because

that's how we're gonna get sonewhere good. But
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obviously that is your choice, so this bill is not
about sinply the Housing Recovery O fice and not
sinply about your problems with it. And |ook, for ne
this began |last March in what was a very civil and
productive dialogue I had with the Budget Director
about the range of issues that are in this bill about
how much we've spent, about whether we know the
federal governnment is reinbursing us, about how that
noney is all being spent and tracked and | asked al
these questions at a tine before the contracts were
witten and so all the information we're seeking
coul d have been requested. But still, |I'm gonna go
ahead and ask questions that are related to this
bill, as nmuch as | can.

So you spoke to the chall enge of the
contracts that have already been | et; what about the
contracts that are still be let?

THADDEUS HACKWORTH: So there are very
few of those, there are a few..

COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER: How nmany?

THADDEUS HACKWORTH: W have per haps
three contracts that are not yet registered; they al
i nvol ve preconstruction services, so these are not

construction contracts.
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COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER: For which...this
is HRO or this is all of the adm nistration Sandy-
rel ated expenditures?

THADDEUS HACKWORTH: This is HRO, |I'm
referring to HRO

COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER: What about the
ot her adm ni stration Sandy-rel ated expendi tures;
those are obviously gernmane to the bill?

THADDEUS HACKWORTH: That | do not know.

COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER: Yeah. So but you
represent the Bl oonberg adm nistration here to us
whi ch has chosen to send soneone who can't answer
questions germane to the bill; is that just in the
first tranche...which of the three tranches of CDBG
noney are the contracts that you're referring to?

THADDEUS HACKWORTH:  The contracts that
we are currently using are all dependant on noney
fromthe first tranche

COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER:  How many tranches
do you believe there will be?

THADDEUS HACKWORTH: It is expected that

there will be three.
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COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER:  And the three
contracts you nentioned are only fromthe first
tranche, not fromtranches two or three?

THADDEUS HACKWORTH: The contracts aren't
for a particular tranche; they could...

COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER: So you have no
I dea how many contracts there will be in tranches two
or three, because they haven't even really been
finalized or negotiated yet; is that correct?

THADDEUS HACKWORTH:  |'m not sure that's
fair to say. So sone of these contracts, for
exanpl e, the construction contracts, can span fundi ng
for nultiple tranches; they do not need to be re...
[ nterpose]

COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER: Do i nmagi ne that
woul d i nvolve a nodification of the contract?

THADDEUS HACKWORTH: | think it depends
on what's all ocated to HRO specifically, which his
sone...[ i nt erpose]

COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER: We're talking
about billions of dollars; aml right?

THADDEUS HACKWORTH: All told, yes.

Yeah.
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COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER:  Billions still to
all ocate and be determ ned by tranches two and three?

THADDEUS HACKWORTH: That's right.

COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER:  That's correct.
And those contracts have either not yet been let or
will in all likelihood require nodification to flow
mllions of dollars up to billions still to be done;
Is that correct?

THADDEUS HACKWORTH: Right. So to get
to, | think the very first question that you asked,
the way that this bill could be inproved would be to
el i m nate the honeowners and recipients, individua
reci pients of hurricane-related funds fromthe
definition of recipient in the bill or, you know,
i nclude a provision specifically stating that
reporting is not intended for individual recipients.

COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER: To be clear, |
read your testinony and listened to it; that wasn't
nmy first question; that was the question | would have
been delighted to have a conversation about if you
had approached us respectfully instead of the way
that you approached us. So if you wanna get somneone
fromthe adm ni stration here who can answer ny

col | eagues' questions, then | wll reciprocate with
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interest in the adm nistration's suggestions for our
bill, but I haven't asked about it, though |I did read
it; listen to you say it the first tinme and now |'ve
listened to you say it the second tine.

Do you think your contractors use payr ol
services?

THADDEUS HACKWORTH: | can't answer that
questi on.

[l aught er]

COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER: Do you think your
contractors use payroll services? You can't answer
t hat question?

THADDEUS HACKWORTH: Again, the specific
pur pose of ny testinony today...[interpose]

COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER: | didn't ask
about your testinony today; you' re not prepared to
say whet her you think your contractors use payr ol
service? Do you think your contractors conply with
federal tax |aw?

[l aught er]

THADDEUS HACKWORTH: | woul d prefer not
to specul ate about anyt hi ng.

COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER:  You don't know

whet her your contractors conply with federal tax...do
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you care whet her your contractors conply with federa
tax | aw?

THADDEUS HACKWORTH:  Absolutely we care
bout it. [interpose]

COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER: Do you think they
do; yes or no?

THADDEUS HACKWORTH: | think that they
probably do.

[l aught er]

COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER: How do you think
they do that?

THADDEUS HACKWORTH: By conplying with
the ta...|"'mnot sure what it is that you're driving
at .

COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER: Do you think your
contractors utilize payroll services, because in ny
experience the way that contractors conply with tax
law is that they utilize payroll services so that
they' Il have the information, so that they know the
taxes are being deposited as they' re supposed to;
every responsi ble enployer that I"'mfamliar wth,
that's how they do it; if you know another way |I'm

glad to hear it. Do you know of another way?
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THADDEUS HACKWORTH: Again, |'mnot sure
how this relates to the testinony that | presented...
[ nterpose]

COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER: |'mreally happy
to wal k you through it if you' re gonna play that
ganme. So that's fine. Are you aware that the
typi cal payroll service, for exanple, keeps the
addresses and the nunber of people that are being
pai d under a particular contract?

THADDEUS HACKWORTH: | believe that to be
true.

COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER: Okay. So
bel i eve that your contractors use payroll services
and | agree with you that the payroll services that
they utilize provide essentially all of the
information that we are asking to be collected in
this bill -- who's paid, where they |live, how nuch
they're paid -- and that what we're asking you to do
in this bill around jobs and addresses and enpl oyees
and wage levels is all information that they already
have and we don't have to pay themnore to get it, we
just have to ask themto provide it to us and at a
m ni mum then, on the billions of dollars remaining,

you can sinply require themto provide it to us and
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" mgonna end there; this is not about you
i ndi vidual ly, but you do have to understand you
represent the Bl oonberg adm nistration to us, which
shows a posture about this bill which I believe is
not only disrespectful to the Council, but to the
people fromthe commnities that we're tal ki ng about
and | guess | just think you should take up the
Chair's recommendati on that the adm nistration cones
and sends someone that can talk to us about this...
[ crosst al k]

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  Okay.

THADDEUS HACKWORTH: | ...1 under st and.
Just to answer that final question though, one of the
exanples | gave of how the bill could be inproved
would to be to limt the data reporting to that,
which is reasonably ascertainable by the City so that
we can ask and provide, but we are not in that case
required to report data that we can't get on at | east
the contracts that have already been |et.

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  kay. Thank you
Counci| Menber Brad Lander; we're gonna...| wanna
recogni ze Council Menber Gale Brewer has joined us
and what we're gonna do at this tine is that we are

gonna adjourn your part of the admnistration for a
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| ater date, because |I'mnot gonna sit here and go
back and forth and...this is a very, very serious
subj ect, people's lives are put online. A lot'a
peopl e cane here today, 'cause they wanna hear
exactly what's gonna happen and you know, |'m not
bl am ng you, but we really need someone who can
answer questions that the Council Menbers have.
Council Menbers prepared for today and had a | ot of
gquestions and we can't get them answered. So what

we're gonna do is adjourn the part fromthe

adm ni stration; | wanna thank you for com ng here
t oday, okay; we will be in touch with the
adm nistration; | already sent notice over that we

will put this on for another day, next week,
hopeful |y, and get the right personnel in here that
can answer questions that all of my coll eagues have.
So | wanna thank you for comng. To the public, | am
sorry what has just happened, but | cannot sit here
and go further on when we cannot get answers to a
very inportant bill to nmany people here. However,
because all of you took time out of your busy
schedul ed to be here today, we wll take your
testinmony, alright; we'll proceed with the public and

we'll hear what you have to say on this bill. Oay?
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So | wanna thank you very nuch for com ng today.
[ crosstal K]

THADDEUS HACKWORTH:  Thank you.

CHAl RPERSON RECCHI A:  Ckay. Alright.
Tani sha Edwards, ny attorney, will call the first
panel, you'll cone up; you'll give is your testinony.

TANI SHA EDWARDS: Fazeel a Si ddi qui, Josh
Kel | erman and Reverend Dr. Cheryl Anthony.
[ background comrents] |If you have testinony, please
provide themto the Sergeant at Arns.

FAZEELA SIDD QU : Hell o?

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  Yeah, hell o.

FAZEELA SI DDl QUI: Okay, uh...[interpose]

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  Okay.

FAZEELA SI DDl QU : Thank you Chairperson
Recchi a and nenbers of the Committee on Finance for
the opportunity to provide testinony. M nane is
Fazeela Siddiqui and | ama staff attorney from The
Legal Aid Society; | specifically focus on Hurricane
Sandy-rel ated i ssues and I work out of the Queens
of fice.

In the inmmediate aftermath of Sandy,
Legal Aid has been through all of the boroughs,

specifically Coney Island, Red Hook, Far Rockaway and
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Staten Island and since the storm requests for our
civil legal aid has increased exponentially and one
year after the stormthe need has not subsided. As
of Cctober 2013, Legal Aid has directly assisted nore
than 5,800 famlies, but despite billions of dollars
in public and private energency aid, nmany of our
clients remain honel ess, displaced or on the verge of
forecl osure and we are here today to nake sure that
these individuals are not |eft behind in the recovery
efforts. Legal Aid strongly supports the Sandy
Tracker Bill and urges the commttee to bring the
bill to the full body of the City Council for swft
passage into | aw

VWat we really want to focus on toady is
how we need to learn fromthe | essons from ot her
jurisdictions and their experiences recovering from
di sasters. Specifically, during our recent Disaster
Lawyeri ng Conference we |earned that eight years
after Hurricane Katrina |low and md-incone famlies
in New Ol eans are still struggling to rebuild; a
100, 000 peopl e have not returned to New Ol eans and
the $700 million in CDBG grants awarded to Katrina
victinms have not been accounted for and this is

really inportant because the result of New Ol eans’
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failure to effectively use this grant noney is now
that the federal governnent is demanding that those
funds that were unspent, m sspent or undocunented be
returned. And famlies in New Ol eans do not have a
law to protect them such as the one that's proposed
today and we hope that New York City can learn from
this and becone an exanple of best practices for a
post - di saster fund accountability.

Now Legal Aid has various issues that we
want to focus on, specifically affordabl e housing,
contractor fraud, the Build it Back program and | ow
i ncome workers, but due to tinme and because there'l
be a lot of testinony today, | want to focus on the
Build it Back program before | discuss one of our
clients. And | want to discuss the Build it Back
program because as of today, fromwhat we know, the
City has received $348 nillion in a CDBG grant and
the registration began in July 2013; right, and as of
Novenber 1st, to our records, 24,000 residents and
may now be 26, 000 residents have actually appli ed,
but as of two weeks ago only one person, one person
has actually received help fromthis program where

is the nobney goi ng?
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CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  And that was on
Staten | sl and.

FAZEELA SI DD QUI: Exactly...

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A: That because of
Ji mry Qddo...[ crosstal k]

FAZEELA SI DDl QU : and she was with Mayor
Bl oonberg and we all ...[crosstal k]

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A: Vi nny 1gni zi o.

FAZEELA SI DDl QUI: saw the press
conference...[ background coments, |aughter] and so
you know, after the exanple of New Orleans it is
essential that we spend the funds given to New York
for rebuilding and we do not want to be in the sane
situation as New Oleans in 10 years.

So | just want to di scuss one of our
clients, Mss M Mss Mis a client of the Lega
Ai d, she's single, nmakes $32,000 a year, she has
wor ked for the New York City Board of Education for
the past 14 years; she was in the mdst of a divorce,
living in Staten Island when Sandy struck and she
actual ly did have honeowners and fl ood i nsurance and
after her hone was destroyed she enployed a |icensed
contractor who took $33, 700 of her insurance proceeds

and conpl eted m nimal work, maybe about $5, 000 worth
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of work. Her honme renmained infested with nold and it
was conpl etely uninhabitable; Mss Mcold not live in
her hone and she was forced to spend her resources to
rent an apartnent; these unexpected expenses resulted
in the foreclosure of her home and she ended up
entering the City's hotel programand she currently
resides in the Ramada Inn in Staten |sland today.
Thi s proposed bill would effectively reduce the
nunber of cases |like Mss Mby holding contractors
accountable and it woul d deter fraudulent contractors
who take advantage of disaster recovery funds and it
woul d encourage conpetent contractors who provide
qual ity service.

Now, | would just like to end with sone
recommendations that Legal Aid has for this bill
Specifically, under Section VI, 130 (a); | believe
Paragraph 1 of the bill, it states that the nonetary
val ue of Sandy funds is at $100, 000; we recomend
that it be lowered to $20,000 and we are saying this
because if it does not occur, many |ow and m d-
inconme famlies will be left out of this process.

For exanpl e, the maxi num anount of nobney
that a famly can receive through FEMA is $31, 900 and

pretty much all of our clients that I know, and I
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focus on Sandy, all of our low to md-incone clients
receive | ess than $25,000 i n honeowners and/or fl ood
I nsurance. So where is this noney going? Eight
years after Katrina those | ow and m d-incone
famlies have not been dealt..they're stil
struggling and if we don't focus on this commnity,
the community that receives |ess than $100, 000,
again, they will be in the sane situation; we do not
want to repeat that.

CHAlI RPERSON RECCHI A Just so | ...

FAZEELA SI DDl QUI:  Yeah.

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A: | wanna be clear...

FAZEELA SIDDI QU : Ye...yeah.

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  alright? The
purpose of this bill is so we know where all the
noney's goin' for the contractors...[interpose]

FAZEELA SIDDl QU : R ght.

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  okay; not the
small-tinme grants. So we're focused on these
contractors who are getting these | arge noni es and
where that noney's going.

FAZEELA SIDDI QU : | understand, but
what' s happening is; the contractors...there's a | ot

of subcontracting going out.
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CHAlI RPERSON RECCHI A:  Yeah, but still,
the contractor, if they hire a subcontractor, they
have to show us, okay, where the noney's going, okay;
that's what it's all about.

FAZEELA SI DDl QUI:  From our understandi ng
there are still contractors that are working with
some of these famlies. Fromour understanding there
are still contractors that are working with these
famlies and so it just does...it doesn't...$100, 000
seens |ike a | arge nunber, base don what we've seen,
and we can discuss this after...you have ny contact
i nformation...[ crosstal K]

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  kay, we'll discuss

this later.

FAZEELA SI DDl QUI: we can discuss this
| ater.

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A: W'l |l foll ow up.
Ckay.

FAZEELA SIDDI QUI: And under Section I
of the bill, you know we would just ask that the

effective date be lowered from90 to 30 days, just
because we need to help these famlies to rebuild
their hones and their lives. And lastly, we would

recomrend that the Departnent of Finance create a
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medi ati on programthat's simlar to what Governor
Cuono created in February 2013 for homeowners.
Basically...you can see in ny testinony, there's a
link to this; Governor Cuonp created a nediation
program for Storm Sandy honeowners that had di sputed
or denied insurance clainms and we've actually
represented many of these | owinconme honmeowners in
t hese nedi ati ons, and so we woul d recommend that you
create that programfor victins of contractor fraud
and that way, you know, it's a | owcost alternative
to litigation, both for |awers and for the
contractors and then hopefully we can sol ve sone of
these contractor fraud issues in the community.

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A: Ckay.

FAZEELA SIDDI QU : Ckay? Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  Thank you very
much. Ckay, we're gonna go on the tiner, three
m nutes per person. Go ahead, Reverend Anthony.

REV. DR ANTHONY: Good norning. Thank
you Chai rman Recchia and Council Menber Richards for
bringing this hearing to us at this tine. M nane is
Reverend Dr. Cheryl Anthony and | amthe senior
pastor of Judah International Christian Center, but

"' m al so the chairperson of the Brooklyn Long-Term
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Recovery G oup for Superstorm Sandy. And so al ong
with my coll eagues, the other chairs for the Rockaway
Broad Channel G oup, Dr. Ed WIlianms, and al so
Reverend Que English, who is the | ead on the Bronx
Long- Term Recovery Group, we are here to tal k about...
and let me just say that | want to commend our
Counci | Menber Brad Lander, because we just did the
Li ght the Shore, lighting up all of the shorelines on
t he anni versary of Superstorm Sandy and his office
partici pated, and thank M ss Thonpson for what she
did to help us.

So in looking at the devastation by
Superstorm Sandy, let nme say that ny famly, when
they mgrated fromthe south, settled in Rockaway
Beach and then recently, since 1999, |I've been a
faith | eader in Coney Island, so with Superstorm
Sandy | got to see ny childhood and ny adul thood in
one sw ft | ook and understand that people are stil
suffering even right nowin terns of the repairs, the
things that need to be done for their honmes and for
bui | di ngs and busi nesses. So when we | ook at the
funds that are coming in and the contractors, | don't
have a lot to say; we have an Unnmet Needs Roundtabl e

in Brooklyn and we're working with the cityw de, but
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there are a |l ot of unmet needs; |I'mnot going to
reiterate in terns of the Build it Back program the
nunmber of applicants and the nunber of famlies that
have been...the famly that has been able to have
their hone repaired. | sat on the panel for the
Rebui It by Design and those are contractors that are
comng in |looking at the reconstruction here in the
city. One of the things that | would like to ask is
as we are |ooking at contractors and | ooking to track
the funds and the noney that they' re spending, that
there needs to be sone diversity in the contractors
that are working within the conmunities. Wen | sat
on the panel to talk about the different areas; we're
tal ki ng about Canarsie; we're tal king about Cerritsen
Beach; there was little to no diversity of those that
are comng in to do the contracts and they are coni ng
fromnot only outside of our city, but outside of the
country. |'d also like to have it | ooked at that
when we are | ooking at these contracts [bell] that
they are skilled | ocal workers as well. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  Just to address
what you just said, Reverend Anthony...

REV. DR ANTHONY: Uhm hm
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CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  okay, the Build it
Back programis havin' an information center program
they're seeking highly qualified contractors with
good customer service skills that want to repair
mul tiple hones to participate in the program so they
opened it up and on Monday, Novenber 18th at 6: 30
p.m the African-Anerican International Chanber of
Commer ce, Brooklyn Hi spani c Chanber of Comrerce, New
York American Chanber of Com..New York State
Associ ation; | could go on and on with the list...the
hosts of this, so any |icensed contractor who nmay be
interested in participating in this program alright,
will be scheduling of a...you know, information
sessions as needed, so if you want we can give you
the information the city is addressing; we hear what
you said, | heard this...

REV. DR ANTHONY: Ckay.

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  weeks ago from
several people...

REV. DR ANTHONY: Unhm hm Thank you

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  and so they are
opening it up and were you aware of what | just said?

REV. DR ANTHONY: [|'m not aware of that,

but |...[interpose]
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CHAI RPERSON RECCHIA: | will ...

REV. DR ANTHONY: but | appreciate it
and...and...

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  |'Il get you this
i nformation, okay, but this..we got this fromthe
Mayor's office...

REV. DR ANTHONY: Ckay.

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  okay? And | w |
get it to you.

REV. DR ANTHONY: G eat. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A: Al right?

REV. DR ANTHONY: Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  If you just hang
around, I'Il...we'll get you this information before
you | eave today.

REV. DR ANTHONY: Thank you so much

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  Okay. Next.

JOSH KELLERMAN:  Good norni ng Chairperson
Recchi a and nmenbers of the Finance Conmittee, ny nane
is Josh Kellerman; |'m Senior Policy Analyst at
ALIGN, the Alliance for a Geater New York; |I'mhere
to express ALIGN s strong support for the Sandy
Tracker Bill and also to make a few reconmendati ons

for howit could be inproved. But first I'd like to
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respond to a few points that were made earlier by the
adm ni strati on.

Communi ty Devel opnent Bl ock Grants
already require a degree of reporting on job creation
and particularly for those recipients who have to pay
a prevailing wage, they have to essentially report on
wage scal es and provide certified payroll as
justification for their conpliance with prevailing
wage, SO many contractors are already providing nuch
of this information through the existing Conmunity
Devel opnent Bl ock Grant system Al so, many of these
contractors are receiving subsidies as part of
devel opnents they' re doi ng el sewhere through the
Econom ¢ Devel opnent Cor poration and have to provide
wage scales to the EDC. Again, this is not
unprecedented information; it's already being
supplied to the Cty.

Al so, on the privacy issue, the $100, 000
threshold for reporting I think would...] don't know
t he actual thresholds for how nuch individuals can
receive under the Built it Back program but | assune
that that many will be under that threshold and woul d

not be reporting personal information. So | think
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that there are privacy concerns, but | think that the
t hreshol d addresses many of them

|'d al so note that some m ght argue that

the quarterly reports required for CDBG funds woul d

supply much of this information; | don't know if any
of you have read a quarterly report; | recently read...
tried to read one, it was from Texas; | believe as a

result of the wild fires in Texas. There are 2,000
pages, at |east the Texas ones, each quarterly report
is 2,000 pages or nore, yet it seens to provide no
useful information. So | would encourage people to
| ook at that as an exanple of what not to do, it's
PDF and you cannot mani pul ate the data and the
reporting is very poor, so it just points to the need
to supply new types of information and in a usable
format.

A coupl e of recomendations -- currently
it requires that enployees hires be reported by
bor ough; we woul d reconmend zi p code data woul d be
nore useful, particularly for tracking whether
enpl oyees are com ng from | ow i ncone nei ghborhoods in
New York City; borough-w de data does not give us

that detail and if an enpl oyer already knows the
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bor ough residence of its enpl oyees, it al ready knows
the zip codes of its enpl oyees.

As far as technol ogy, we highly reconmend
that the bill conply with New York City's Open Data
law and that it also is fully...that it interfaces
with the New York City's Open Data portal. It's
really inmportant that this not be an island of
i nformation but rather that it be integrated with
exi sting systens...[interpose]

COUNCI L MEMBER BREVER: Thank you.

[l aught er]

JOSH KELLERMAN: [l augh] You're wel cone.
And it's very possible and there are nany [bell] in
the tech community in New York Gty that are willing
to work with the admnistration to nmake that happen
Thank you.

CHAlI RPERSON RECCHI A:  Thank you very nuch
and | just wanna thank you for comng here to testify
today and al so, the Mayor's office, with diversity
i ssue, as soon as we brought it to themthey re...
they're addressing it, so it's...and | wanna thank the
Mayor's office for junping right on top of that
i medi ately, okay? We will be in touch with you,

okay, Legal Aid, ny attorney Tani sha Edwards w ||
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follow up with you. | wanna thank you all for com ng
down today and | wanna thank Gale Brewer for her
little out...[ background comment] you know, for open
dat a...

COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER:  She's the open
dat a queen.

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  That's right.

[l aught er]

COUNCI L MEMBER BREWER: There's a hearing
on Novenber 20th on open dat a.

TANI SHA EDWARDS: We wi Il now hear the...
[interpose]

MALE VO CE: You're |ooking at, somewhere
i n- between us, one of the best next borough
presidents [l aughter, background comments] right
here. I'll carry the caboose, but she's gonna be
| eadi ng. [ background conmment s]

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  One of the best
that Manhattan ever had probably.

COUNCI L MEMBER BREWER:  Staten I sl and.

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  Okay.

TANI SHA EDWARDS: We wi Il now hear from
Val eria Treves, Melissa McCrunb and Bettina Dam ani

[ backgr ound comment ]
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[ pause]

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  Okay, who'd like to
go first, three m nutes?

NATALI A NAVAS: Good norni ng Chairperson
Recchi a and nmenbers of the New York City Counci
Committee on Finance, thank you for the opportunity
to speak in front of you today. M nane is actually
Nat al i a Navas; |'m here on behalf of ny Executive
Director, Valeria Treves of New I mm grant Comrunity
Enpowernent, NICE. We are a community-based non-
profit organization dedicated to inm grant workers'
rights in Jackson Hei ghts Queens, working primrily
with day | aborers and donestic workers.

| am here to express New | nm grant
Communi ty Enmpowernent, NI CE s strong support of the
Sandy Tracker Bill, Int. 1040-A and to urge its
passage into law. W also have sone recomendati ons
we ask that you consider to inprove and better
protect workers. Follow ng Hurricane Sandy nany day
| aborers in the area of Jackson Hei ghts and nenbers
of NICE were anong the first to respond in the
cl eanup efforts of the stormin the Rockaway; they
performed sonme of the nbst dangerous jobs in the

aftermath, |ike renoving water from fl ooded
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basenments, cleaning up debris and even uninstalling
boil ers and ot her hone infrastructures; in doing so,
day | aborers put their lives on the line, they worked
handl i ng hazardous materials and at fragile and
unstabl e worksites. Since |last year NI CE has | earned
of the many conditions to which workers were exposed
inrelief efforts as well as the short- and |ong-term
effects of such exposure.

As an organi zati on whose nenbers are at
the forefront of rebuilding, we have seen severa
probl enms energe in recovery and rebuilding in the
wake of Hurricane Sandy. Anong the | argest
challenges is that to date it is unclear to New
Yor kers and conmuni ty-based organi zati ons how and
where Sandy recovery dollars are being spent and
there is not a systemin place that tells us where
these funds are all ocated.

As a worker center that works with New
York City construction workers, we are invested in
seeing local job creation and econom c opportunities
for New York City residents, yet our nenbers have
reported that many of the reconstruction jobs have
been outsourced to contracting conpanies and to

wor kers outside of the tri-state area. Additionally,
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wor kers have experience high nunber of wage theft in
Sandy recovery work, many of our nenbers have
reported that during cleanup and rebuilding efforts
their wages were underpaid or not paid at all by
contractors in the Rockaway. Day | aborers got
i nvol ved in Sandy recovery work because they saw t hat
there was a need; they were hired because of the
state of energency and were told they were getting a
salary; there was no one to regul ate these
contractors when they failed to obey the |abor |aws.
Finally, they were and continue to be many violations
of health and safety codes in the construction
i ndustry; there were not only accidents, but also
unsupervi sed jobs with high risk that led to
accidents. This sumrer we surveyed sone of our
menbers and recei ved val uable insight into the
hazards to which they were exposed. One of our
menbers, for instance, reported that there was no
protection or supervision as he renoved boilers from
fl ooded basenents in the Rockaway; oftentinmes these
boil ers were connected to gas lines and that if
m shandl ed coul d cause severe fires and kill them
Additionally, there were no requirenents for

protection for work on roofs or scaffolds where the
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danger of fall exists. Sonme nenbers who did
denolition experienced illnesses such as stomach
vi ruses, headaches and di zzi ness, especially when
exposed to nold and asbestos in buildings and hones.

We ask that any bill require
conpr ehensive public reporting of the use of federa
funds in post-Sandy recovery and rebuilding in New
York City. Like ny colleagues here today, we also
recommend that the Sandy transparency bill require
the collection of enploynent information by zip code,
which will enable nore detail analysis of whether the
nost econom cal Iy vul nerabl e nei ghbor hoods are
getting adequate aid and econom c opportunities.

W al so recommend that the data coll ected
through the |l egislation be available to the public
t hrough a downl oadabl e dat abase, such as Excel, to
al l ow for easy anal ysis.

Lastly, we encourage the Commttee to
al so ensure reporting and enforcing nechanisns are
clearly put in place. New Immgrant Community
Enpower ment, NI CE, strongly encourages the novenent
of this bill into the full body of the Gty Counci

[bell] and its passage into |law. Thank you.
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CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  Thank you very
much. Next.

MELI SSA MCCRUMB: (Good afternoon, thank
you for the opportunity to testify today. M nane is
Melissa McCrunb and |'' mthe Sandy Response
Coordi nator at Make the Road New York. Make the Road
New York is a menbership-based organi zation with
14, 000 nenbers across New York City and state and for
over 15 years we've been working for strong
protections for workers. W're also here today to
express our support for the bill.

| medi ately after Hurricane Sandy Make
t he Road began extensive canvas and outreach efforts
to reach vul nerabl e popul ati ons and connect themto
avai |l abl e resources. Make the Road's |egal team
began provi ding di saster assistance, |egal services
to victins across the five boroughs and Long I sl and.
Because we were on the front |ines hel ping people
apply for emergency relief we were also first-hand
wi tnesses to the abuse and exploitation suffered by
many wor kers enployed in the Sandy rebuil ding
construction work.

Qur clients have al so experience

contractor fraud and seen their rebuil di ng noney
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whi sked away by fly by night contractors. A
wor kf orce devel opnent team has al so been active since
the stormto prepare | owinconme and i mm grant workers
with the skills necessary to benefit fromthe infl ux
of jobs created by the recovery effort.

In the inmedi ate aftermath of the storm
we held OSHA trainings for 100 workers in our
of fices, we partnered with Queens Col |l ege to devel op
a curriculum focused on the particular hazards in
Sandy recovery sites. During the training, each
wor ker al so receives a kit of personal protective
equi pnent and a short exam by a nedi cal professional.
To date 518 workers have gone through the training
and many of the workers who attended the training
have brought stories of exploitation and wage theft
to us that we then connected to our |egal departnent.

Qbvi ously, as many peopl e have nentioned,
there are several problens that have arisen in the
recovery and rebuil di ng work post-Sandy; it's unclear
to New Yorkers how and where recovery dollars are
spent; there are too many reports of wage theft and
unsafe working conditions and it's not easy to
noni t or how Sandy-i nmpacted communities are benefiting

both fromthe aid and fromthe jobs that are created.
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Conpr ehensi ve public reporting of the use

of federal funds in post-Sandy recovery and
rebuilding in New York City is a critical first step

towards achieving a just and equitable recovery for

all, but there are sone recommendati ons that we woul d
like to add to the bill. The current version of the
bill does not require reporting on prevailing wage

schedul ed that apply; we'd like to recomrend that the
bill require that the prevailing wage schedul ed be
publ i shed al ongsi de the actual wages paid so it's

i medi ately clear if those schedul es were foll owed.
By far the biggest abuse faced by workers is wage
theft; the bill should explicitly require the website
to include if any recipient has ever violated |ocal,
state or federal |aws regarding the paynent of wages
and the bill should also require that the website
include if a recipient was ever debarred from any
public works contract under city, state or federa

| aws.

Once again, we want to encourage the
novenent of the bill into [bell] the full body of
City Council and passage into |aw.

BETTI NA DAM ANl :  Good norni ng, thank

you; |I'mBettina Dam ani and | direct Good Jobs New
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York; we keep track of howthe Gty allocates
econoni ¢ devel opnent subsi di es and over several years
have created our own database on our website,
GoodJobsNY.org, that pulls together a variety of
dat abases regardi ng econom ¢ devel opnent resources
and quite frankly, hopeful will becone useless in a
few years and cone down after the Open Data | aw and
al so Local Law 62, which the Council passed regarding
EDC subsi di es.

W' ve al so expanded over the past year
our website where we detail issues around Hurricane
Sandy, trying to make not only nore opportunities for
peopl e to understand what the public process is, but
to try in our own way; keep track of resources that
are com ng down and we've been providing technica
assi stance to groups like the Alliance for Just
Rebui I di ng and the Sandy Regi onal Assenbly.

Qur point of reference cones twofold; one
is that we keep track of the subsidies, but also,
after 9/11 we tried valiantly to keep track of how
resources cane through the federal governnment after
the attacks of Septenber 11 and | tell you, the
process was opaque and difficult and quite painful.

We have nanaged to put on our database the recipients
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of the corporate subsidies for 9/11, so we know t hat
there is an opportunity and there's a desire to have
that information. The way we got it was we had to do
a FOL request and I will tell you that at Good Jobs
New York we've put in two FOL requests for Sandy-
related information -- one to the OMB, asking for
CDBG reci pients and the second to the New York Cty
I ndustrial Devel opnment Agency asking for corporations
that have received a variety of two prograns of the
| DA for tax breaks.

OMB responded, saying they'd give us the
i nformati on on January 22nd, 2014; we have yet to
receive a response fromthe New York City Industria
Devel opnment Agency. This is exactly why this bil
has to be passed; it'd be great for groups |ike Good
Jobs New York to continue putting FOL of witten
informati on and putting it on our database, but the
reality is, the responsibility is on the Gty to nake
sure this information is transparent and accurate,
because giving it to groups like ours is one step,
but should not be the end result.

For the admnistration to say that
provi di ng specific information about jobs at

corporations isn't plausible is actually really
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insulting, because the Gty has the best |oca
di scl osure subsi dy database in the country.
[ background comment] So for themto one...l' m not
saying they're denying our FOLs, but to one; not
respond to our FO Ls accurately and tinely and then
to step away fromreally the fabul ous steps they' ve
made forward in the issue of transparency is really
di sheartening and after a disaster |ike Hurricane
Sandy is not the tinme for an adm nistration to hunker
down and start being very closed m nded about how
they all ocate resources.

So | wanna echo sone of the
recommendati ons: we shoul d have zip code infornmation
for workers, because obviously it'l|l be helpful to
many of these groups that are working on the ground
to make sure that the noney's being allocated
equitably; it's what HUD wants -- in August HUD put
out, along with the...many of the cabinet nenbers...

[ bel ] about how we shoul d be spending this noney and
affordability and access to good quality jobs and
hel pi ng people on the ground was part of...one of
their main focuses to cone out, and also to nake sure

that all these other databases that are going around,
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make sure we try and nmake this all nmuch nore, nore
i nclusive. So thank you very rmuch.

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  Ckay. Thank you.
Does any council nenber have any questions? Brad?
kay. Thank you.

TANI SHA EDWARDS:  We wi || now hear from
Char | ene Obernauer, Ligia Quallpa and Josh Kel |l er man.
[ background comrents] And Joseph MKell ar.

[ background comrent s]

[ pause]

CHARLENE OBERNAUER: Hello. H . Good
afternoon, thank you for giving nme the opportunity to
testify; nmy name's Charl ene Gbernauer and |'mthe
Executive Director of Long Island Jobs with Justice,
which is a coalition-based organization of conmunity
groups, people of faith and students that organize
for workers' rights and I'm here to express our
support for the Sandy Tracker Bill, and some of you
m ght wonder, as the director of a Long Isl and-based
organi zation just why would |I be here giving
testinony instead of on Long Island. Well, I'Il tell
you about it. Just as there's little transparency
and many probl ens behind di saster recovery dollars in

New York City, we've had simlar problens on Long
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I sl and and we began doi ng the Sandy recovery work
because workers on Long Island contacted us when they
wer e experiencing wage theft in Fire Island and we
heard story after story of workers being hired at a
certain rate and then being paid | ess; sonetines
wor kers wor ked say 40 or 50 hours a week; they were
paid for 10 and we experienced this; the majority of
t he workers, which were 400 workers at the Fire
I sl and site experienced sone formof wage theft in
one way or anot her.

Unfortunately...well after we raised
awar eness of this issue, dozens of different agencies
| ost investigations of Sandy recovery dollars and
this is as opposed to having one centralized
dat abase, which woul d safe val uabl e governnent tine
and resources and | would assune that you all have
simlar problens within the Gty Council of, you
know, staff tine going towards trying to anal yze al
of this different data.
Unfortunately, wage theft that I'm

tal ki ng about isn't unique to Long Island; a recent
Baruch Col | ege study showed that 82 percent of day
| aborers conducting Sandy rebuil ding work suffered

unpai d wages; increased transparency and public
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reporting of Sandy recovery dollars will really shine
a spotlight on contractors who take advant age of
di saster situations to exploit workers and to
maxi m ze their own profits, which we have seen
happen.

I n passing this sinple, comobnsense bil
i ke the Sandy Tracker Bill will help ensure the
efficient and transparent spending of rebuilding
funds and pronote the use of responsible enployers
and the protection of workers' rights. The bottom
line is that contractors with a history of wage theft
and safety violations wouldn't be able to hide in the
shadows, there shouldn't be any secrets to how public
dol | ars are being spent; | don't know why there has
to be. So this Sandy Tracker Bill, which we're
actual Iy near gaining approval for on Long Island,
creates an easily accessible online database where,
you know a | ot of people have spoken about what it
does -- if contractors have a history of wage theft
and OSHA viol ations, that history will be nade
public, helping to protect workers and prevent |aw
breaki ng contractors from bei ng awar ded gover nnent
contracts, which | think is sonething that the

Mayor's office should be particularly interested in.
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In New York Gty and all over New York
State we're working together to prevent future danmage
to our communities fromthese natural disaster and
this bill is a critical step in the right direction
to ensuring that we have a just and equitably
recovery for New York City [bell], all New Yorkers
and in all of our neighborhoods. Thank you.

LI G A GUALLPA: Uhm good...

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  The...you gotta turn
it on.

LId A GUALLPA: Sorry; I'"'mnot new wth
this. Okay. Good afternoon Chairperson Recchia,
good to see you agai n [background comrent] and
nmenbers of the City Council Commttee of Finance;
thank you for the opportunity for having nme here
t oday.

My nane is Ligia Guallpa and I'mthe
Executive Director of the Wirker's Justice Project,
which is a worker center commtted to enpower | ow
wage i nmigrant workers to gain a voice in the
wor kpl ace and build strong and econom c sust ai nabl e
conmuni ties through education, organizing and

| eader shi p devel opnent.




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

COW TTEE ON FI NANCE 74

|"'mhere to express the Worker's Justice
Project's support of the Sandy Tracker Bill, Int.
1040- A and urge the Conmttee to bring the bill to
the full body of the Cty Council to swft passage
into | aw

So when Hurricane Sandy struck the
shores, especially in South Brooklyn; that's where we
have one of our hiring halls, Wrker's Justice
Project was anong the first organi zations to respond
to the workers' safety needs, ensuring access to
health and safety training, personal protective
equi pnent, including gloves, nasks, helnets, jackets;
earplugs to hel p protect workers from dangerous
conditions and chem cals that they were bein’
exposed.

The hiring halls, such as the Bay Parkway
Community Job Center, go a long way to inprove
wor ki ng conditions; the center facilitated fair,
| i vabl e wages between enpl oyers and contractors,
of fering traini ngs and wor kshops and connecti ng
workers with community resources. However, these
efforts were just a few of the efforts to tackle many
of the problens that had arisen in the recovery and

the rebuilding in the wake of Hurricane Sandy.
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During the reconstruction the hiring of |ow wage
i mm grant workers, especially day |aborers in South
Br ookl yn, we have seen that contractors and
subcontractors becane nore prevailing in New York
City, were hiring nore frequently this type of
wor kers; as soon as the first aid package was
avail able to restore the hones. A lot of these
contractors, many of them unscrupul ous enpl oyers and
subcontractors, paid even |ess than what individua
homeowners woul d pay and many tinmes conpromn sing the
heal th and safety of workers.

For instance, a recent report in the
Daily News reported that subcontractors hired by
Si gnhal Restoration Services paid workers $10 per hour
with no overtinme for a |l ot of the post-Hurricane
Sandy restoration work, and you will hear from one of
our nenbers a direct story of how his life was
exposed when he was doing this type of work. And
$10, it doesn't really make enough and when these
type of workers that were working in this type of
wor k shoul d have been paid at |east $16 an hour and
$25 an hour with overtine.

So these are just a few of the nmany

reports of unsafe working conditions and wage theft
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that occurs on a daily basis. [bell] Currently
there is not centralized and usabl e accessi bl e
dat abase for both the public and elected officials to
track Sandy spending; it is not easy to nonitory
whet her Sandy-affected communities are getting
adequate aid or whether the npbst econonica
vul nerabl e conmmunities are actively gaining on
benefits in the shape of jobs through recovery and
rebuil ding investnments. Wage theft, as ny coll eague
here nenti oned, has becone very frequent in the Sandy
recovery work. A recent Baruch Col | ege study, which
the Worker's Justice Project and the National Day
Labor Organi zi ng Network and the NI CE nenbers
participated on it show that 82 percent of the day
| aborers conducting Sandy rebuil ding work suffered on
pay wages and in a nore prom nent exanple, as ny
col | eague nentioned in Long |Island, about $60, 000 of
wages were stolen to nore than 100 workers. Health
and safety violations in the construction industry in
the wage of Hurricane Sandy are w despread. The
study al so shows that 91 percent of the day | aborers
conducting Sandy rebuilding work are exposed to
hazard materials while 64 percent are experiencing

accidents related to the job. At the sane tine, over




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

COW TTEE ON FI NANCE 77
1in 4 wrkers were not given adequate health and
safety equi pnent and you will hear a story from one
of the workers.

So a conprehensive public reporting of
the use of federal funds in post-Sandy recovery and
rebuil ding of New York City is critical first step
towards achieving a just, equitable recovery for all
Enact nent of the Hurricane Sandy Tracker Bill wll
ensure efficient and transparent spendi ng of post-
Sandy rebuil ding funds and pronote the use of
responsi bl e enpl oyers and the protection of workers'
dignity and public-fund the rebuilding projects; in
addition, the bill will provide an inportant tool for
communities to nonitor how and where rebuilding is
occurring and the ability to gauge its benefits,

i ncludi ng job opportunities and adequately reaching
them The Hurricane Sandy tracking bill wll address
many of the problens outlined by creating a usable,
accessi ble online database listing vital detailing

i nformati on about projects, including specifics on
job creation and job quality.

The Wbrkers Just Project encourages the
novenent of this bill into full passage of the Gty

Council and into law, we | ook forward to working with
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the City Council nenbers to support this bill. As I
nmenti oned before, this bill becones a really vital
bill to protect workers' rights, ensure that every

conpany that is using public funds we know that are
treating workers with dignity and pay fair livable
wages to | eave workers out of poverty.

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  Ckay. Thank you.

ELAI NE SHORT: Good norni ng Chairman
Recchia and to the Cty Council menbers, Council man
Richards and | don't see Lander here, but to all the
council nenbers; we appreciate the hard work that
you're doin' ...[interpose]

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  Just so you know,
ot her Council Menbers...we have a | ot of hearings
goin' on...[interpose]

ELAI NE SHORT: Yeah.

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A: at the sane tine,
so they have to get to other hearings.

ELAI NE SHORT: GCkay. So there's...1'm
El ai ne Short; I'ma resident in Far Rockaway area and
I"'ma nmenber of the organization Faith in New York
we have 15 nenbers here fromthe Far Rockaway area
and we are in favor of the 1040-A bill [appl ause]

whi ch mandates the...[interpose]




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

COW TTEE ON FI NANCE 79

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  Hol d on; we've
gotta refrain from appl audi ng and cl appin' or any
kind of outburst in this chanber; you have to respect
the rules and regul ations of this chanber. Thank
you.

ELAI NE SHORT: Gkay. Sandy really
created a desol ate, gloony Far Rockaway area due to
hundreds of people losin' their jobs, business bein'
destroyed, homes ruined; | |ost ny husband due to the
poor service that the Rockaway area received, by us
not havin' any heat, electricity and so forth, so
this bill would be very inportant and for it to have
j obs tracked. The Far Rockaway area did have
renovations and rebuil dings of hones and people were
hired, but it was not a lot; then those people who
were hired locally lost their jobs after a couple of
nmonths, so this trackin' is needed so that you could
be aware of people who are in the area that are
hired, and also for the health and safety viol ations,
it is very inportant for the enployees, but it is
al so inportant for the residents of the area al so,
because when the debris and stuff was |left on the
street, jobs could' ve been created to cover this...

renove the debris imediately instead of havin' nold
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material left on the sidewal k. The Faith in New
York, on Septenber 29th, we had over 500 nenbers and
we took our mayor-elect, Bill de Blasio on a tour of
the Far Rockaway area so that he could see first-hand
t he ongoin' pressures facin' thousands in the
community that were strugglin' econom cally because
of the storm

The 1040-A bill wll restore confidence
in the city of | eadership that the people of Far
Rockaway really were losing, so this will recover our
effort today that has been painfully shown, so I
really feel this will be a way of restorin' our faith
in the system

The 1040-A will also shine a |light on how
mllions of dollars in the federal Sandy aids are
bein'" directed to the community hardest hit and al so
the 1040-A would incentively city agency and
contractors to ensure that mllions [bell] in federa
aid benefits the mddl e-and | owincone community
ravaged by Sandy. According to Senator Charles
Schuner, $6.3 billion in federal Sandy aids wil|
appropriated to New York in 2014 and these funds
shoul d be invested to reduce grow ng economc

equality in New York City created |long-term
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opportunity of Sandy victinms brought good |ocally
jobs, job trainin' opportunity and safety worKking
conditions, so last, the bill should require
transparency of the city codes of residents of
enpl oyees on Sandy projects, because it will further
i ncentivize contractors to hire fromthe comunity
the hardest hit by Sandy where high |evel of poverty
and unenpl oynent persists.

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  Thank you very

much...

ELAI NE SHORT: Okay.

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  and ny thoughts and
prayers go out to you; I'msorry you |lost your

husband, but we're here to help you and we're here...
that's why Council Menber Richards is the prine
sponsor of this bill and we're trying to hel p you out
and nove forward with this, but | wanna thank you for
takin' the tinme out and comn' here and et us know
what you feel; how we can nake this better. Okay?
On anot her note...I" mgonna | eave sone
copi es here of the flyer about...if you know any
contractor that is | ooking for work and they wanna
participate in this, there's flyers here... Novenber

18t h...[ i nt er pose]
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TANI SHA EDWARDS: Monday.

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  Monday, this com ng
Monday there's a contractor infornmation session,;
pl ease...1'I| | eave sone flyers on the table. GCkay?
And | just want you to know that the mayor heard us
and he put this programout there and | wanna thank
t he Bl oonberg adm nistration for doin' this and
working with us. And next panel.

TANI SHA EDWARDS:  We wi || now hear from
Nat hal i e Al egre, Stephen Benavi des and Shirl ey
Al debol . [ background commrent s]

NATHALI E ALECRE: Cood afternoon
Chai r person Recchia and nenbers of the Finance
Comm ttee; thank you for the opportunity to testify
today. M nane is Nathalie Alegre and I'ma
Coordi nator of the Alliance for a Just Rebuil ding,
AJR. AJRis a citywde coalition of over 40 | abor
uni ons, worker centers and conmunity faith-based,
envi ronnental and policy organizations allocating for
a just and equitable short-termrecovery and | ong-
termrebuilding in the wake of Hurricane Sandy. CQur
menber organi zations collectively represent sone of
t he nost vul nerable New Yorkers in the areas nost

af fected by Sandy and across the five boroughs; | ow
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i ncome honeowners and renters, public housing
residents, day |aborers and undocunented inm grants.
| am here to express AJR s strong support for Int.
1040- A, al so known as the Sandy Tracker Bill and urge
the conmittee to bring the bill to the full body of
the City Council for swift passage into | aw.

To date it is unclear to New Yorkers how
and where Sandy recovery dollars are being spent;
it's been over one year after the disaster and nmany
nonths after mllions of dollars have been awarded to
the city and nore and nore news underway. The U.S.
Depart nent of Housing and Urban Devel opnent, HUD
recently announced anot her allocation of $1.3 billion
to New York City, yet today there is no easily
accessi ble report on the Gty's allocation of Sandy
recovery funds. Wile HUD does require reporting
fromrecipients of CDBG noney, reporting is confined
to funds comng fromHUD and the City has not yet
i ssued a report. Mreover, we know from past
experience with post-disaster federal aid that these
reports are often inaccessible or will remain
i nfrequent and don't provide data that is useful to
the public. A centralized and accessi bl e dat abase

i ke that mandated by Int. 1040 would greatly inprove
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the ability of both the public and elected officials
to nonitor whether Sandy-inpacted communities are
getting adequate aid. W know that potential for
foul play is high, as experiences with post-Katrina
di saster spendi ng have shown. Sandy survivors and
wor kers involved in the recovery should be protected
by a transparent and accountabl e reporting system
that prevents wage fraud abuse and wage theft.

Addi tionally, New Yorkers should be able
to assess whether recovery investnents are buil ding
econom c resiliency in high-need, vul nerable
communities that were struggling before the storm
hit. Hurricane Sandy exposed and exacerbated deep
inequities felt across New York City. Many
nei ghbor hoods affected by Sandy were al ready anong
some of the nost economically vul nerable. For
exanpl e, Far Rockaway Queens had 11 percent
unenpl oyment and a nedi an househol d i ncone of $38, 415
bef ore Sandy nade | andfall. After Sandy, these
nei ghbor hoods are experiencing even nore pronounced
econom ¢ setbacks; with billions of dollars in
rebuilding their facility investnents underway it is
critical to assess whether Sandy recovery dollars are

creating econom c benefits for vul nerable New
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Yorkers, particularly in the shape of good jobs.
Detail ed reporting provisions stipulated in the Sandy
Tracker Bill wll greatly help achieve this aim

| would also like to note that New York
City Sandy Tracker Bill draws from and builds up on
several reporting best practices that are already in
pl ace in many prograns around the country and here in
New York City, like referred to earlier, at EDC. W
al so would like to echo [bell] recommendati ons around
nmoving to zip code-level reporting, clarifying the
data woul d be available in a non-proprietary
downl oadabl e dat abase and ensuring the reporting
mechani sms are clearly put in place. Again, we
strongly support passage of Int. 1040 and encourage
you to nove it to the fully body of the Gty Council
Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  You know, | wanna
t hank you, okay, but if you could; you don't have to
read your testinony, you could tell us the highlights
and tell us...point out what you think...if there's
any...you know, | like to hear a few, I|ike
recomendations, if you think, you know things...what
shoul d be changed; what m ght shoul d be added; you

know, that's what we |like to hear; that's what | try
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to get out of, you know all these testinonies, just
so you know. Next.

[ backgr ound comment ]

STEPHEN BENAVI DES: Good afternoon, ny
nane i s Stephen Benavides; |'"mthe Director of
Research for the Laborers Local 78, our jurisdiction
Is New York City, Long Island and the entire state of
New Jersey. | just wanna thank Chairman Recchia and
the rest of the Gty Council; the Cormittee on
Fi nance for having this hearing today.

Local 78 represents asbestos, |ead and
hazar dous waste handl ers, including disaster
response; Local 78 has 4,000 nenbers and we al so have
200 signatory environnmental contractors that perform
90 percent of all the asbestos, |ead and
envi ronnental work in our jurisdiction.

Qur mssion is to ensure that when
di saster strikes, whether it's in the formof a
terrorist attack or a natural disaster that workers
who respond first are trained, equipped and certified
to do the job required; in doing so we protect the
public at large from exposure to hazardous and
cancer - causi ng contam nants and waste rel ease during

these types of events. W ensure that residents,
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gover nment agenci es and conpani es are protected from
fraud and that the job is done right the first tine.
We ensure that workers receive the pay they deserve
for such dangerous work; are protected from exposure
to hazardous materials.

|"mhere to express Local 78's strong
support for the Sandy Tracker Bill and | urge the
Committee to bring the bill swiftly to the full body
of the council for passage into law. W would |ike
to present sonme recommendations |ike you asked, so
I"mjust gonna skip to those real quick. GCkay.

Local 78 recommends that |ocal, state and
federal funds distributed to the contractors for any
and all Hurricane Sandy-funded projects are tracked
retroactively to day zero; this is to ensure that al
funds are accounted for, not just those allocated
directly before or after passage of the bill. This
will help to identify potentially predatory and
fraudul ent contractors during the City's npst
vul nerabl e early days and throughout the rebuilding
and rehabilitation process. As we know, there were a
| ot of out-of-state contractors that cane in here,
did pretty bad work and then [ eft w thout any

responsibility.
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Local 78 al so recommends that al
subcontractors perform ng work on the project be
subject to the sane reporting requirenents as a
primary recipient or contractor; this is to ensure
t hat workers enpl oyed by subcontractors are protected
fromwage theft, health and safety violations and
receive proper training, certification or |icensing
as required by law. It also protects residents from
| ow-quality, unprofessional work and if the job isn't
right the first tine.

Local 78 al so recommends that in addition
to reporting whether or not a contractor has been
found by a court or governnent agency to have
viol ated federal, state or local |laws related to
occupational safety and heal th, unenpl oynment,
wor kers' conpensation, enployee m sclassification,
enpl oyee di scrimnation, enploynent disability or
ot her | abor laws, that the contractors al so be
required to report participation in or nmenbership of
any and all disaster response or energency nmnanagenent
associ ations or organizations.

Laborers Local 78 strongly encourages
that the novenent of this bill under the full body

and it be passed quickly. Thank you.
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SHI RLEY ALDEBOL: Good norni ng
Chai r person Recchia, nmenbers of the New York Gty
Council Commttee on Finance, thank you for the
opportunity to provide testinony today. M nane is
Shirley Al debol and I am Vice President of SEIU Loca
32BJ.

We strongly support the Sandy Tracker
Bill, Int. 1040-A and | urge the Conmttee to bring
the bill to a vote before the full body of the Cty
Counci | .

| don't wanna repeat what everybody has
al ready said, but we fully support Local 78 and al
t he reconmendati ons that were nade here. W know
that there is no transparency on how the funds are
bei ng used, there's ranpant wage theft, worker safety
viol ations, |abor violations and we wanna see a
tracki ng nechanismthat can report on all of these
I Ssues.

Al'l of these violations speak to the need
for strong standards in place for public contracting
dollars; the Cty has a responsibility to ensure that
they are contracting with high-road businesses that
will give the city the best value for its recovery

dollars. This neans that contractors will conply
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wi th wage and safety standards and provi de high-
qual ity enpl oynent opportunities.

Conpr ehensi ve public reporting of the use
of federal funds in post-Sandy recovery and
rebuilding in New York City is a critical first step
in that direction. By including information on job
creation, wage rates, prevailing wage standards and
track record of the contractors receiving over
$150, 000 of public recovery funds -- | think that's a
little high -- the Hurricane Sandy Tracker Bill w ||
hel p pronote the use of responsible enployers and
protection of workers' dignity in publicly-funded
rebuil ding projects. It would also allow New Yorkers
to see where aid noney is being spent so we can
ensure that it is being distributed equitably to
t hose who need it nost.

We encourage the Commttee to al so ensure
reporting enforcing nechanisns are clearly put in
pl ace.

Super st orm Sandy was an eye-opener for
everyone in New York City; it reveal ed just how
unprepared we are to deal with our changing climate.
We should learn fromthe experience of post-Katrina,

New Orl| eans, post-9/11 recovery spendi ng and ensure
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that our aid dollars do not go unaccounted for. W
now have the opportunity to put in place good
protocols |like the Sandy Tracker Bill to make sure
that our current and future recovery efforts are nore
transparent and inclusive. W strongly encourage the
novenent of this bill into the full body of the City
Council and its passage into law. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  Thank you very
much; that you all for comng here to testify. Onh
just one thing, on the retroactive...for the...you
know, you nmade a recommendati on...

STEPHEN BENAVI DES:  Yes.

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A: | want you to know,
we did bring that up to the adm nistration

STEPHEN BENAVI DES: And...and what was a
response to that?

CHAI RPERSON RECCHIA: We're in
conversation right now Ckay. [interpose]

STEPHEN BENAVI DES: (kay. 'Cause that...
that was, in our opinion, the nost vul nerable period
of time directly after the stormhit; | think there
was a flood of out-of-state contractors; the people

that came in, they weren't certified...[interpose]
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CHAl RPERSON RECCHI A:  But | just...yeah...
[interpose]

STEPHEN BENAVI DES: they weren't...

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A: | hear what you're
sayin', but I just think it mght be difficult to get
that information...

STEPHEN BENAVI DES: Unm hm

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  they...you know, but
they're looking into it; just want you to know that.

STEPHEN BENAVI DES: Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  Okay.

TANI SHA EDWARDS: Jenni fer Ching, Qustavo
Duarte and Di al et [phonetic] Horton.

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  This is going to be
the | ast panel, unless there are nore people that
wish to testify. |Is there anybody else that wish to
testify? Didthey fill out a fornf

[ backgr ound coment s]

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  kay, have 'em cone

on up.
[ backgr ound comment s]
JENNI FER CHHNG Hi, well | still have 10
mnutes to...l can still say good norning. [l augh]

TANI SHA EDWARDS: \Whenever you're ready.
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JENNI FER CHING  Ch thank you. Hi; ny
nane is Jennifer Ching and |"mthe Director of Queens
Legal Services and we are nenber of both the Alliance
for Just Rebuilding and we're part of Legal Services
NYC, we're the city's largest civil legal aid
provi der and we have assisted over 5,000 househol ds
I npacted by Hurricane Sandy since the storm wth our
work primarily in our community-based prograns; |
wor k i n Sout heast Queens and our other prograns are
obvi ously in Brooklyn, Staten Island, as well as
assi sting Lower Manhattan residents and Bronx
residents affected by the storm

One of the benefits of speaking at the
end of such great testinony is really | can just say
what everyone el se said, but | did just want to speak
to a few points with respect to the bill and
reiterate sone of the points of ny coll eagues.

You know I think the major point for al
of us here today is that tracking funds is essentia
to protect the civil and the human rights of all New
York City residents, but particularly those inpacted
by Hurricane Sandy, and | have a few points that I
just wanted to nmake that was echoed, | think, by our

friends from Good Jobs New York:; the first is that




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

COW TTEE ON FI NANCE 94
current freedom of information and public disclosure
|laws are not really the effective vehicle to nmake
real -time policy decisions around stormrel ated
rei nvestnment and recovery. If we want to effect
nmeani ngful public and comunity nenbership and
participation in the recovery process, and many of us
here work with both the long-termrecovery as well as
all of the community-based agencies that are working
every day on community recovery; we need to have this
type of information accessible at |east as quickly as
the federal ARRA funds had been nmade, which had been
done quarterly after the Stinmulus Act.

So the sort of accessibility of this bil
is one of the principal reasons why we, along with
our, you know coalition coll eagues, obviously support
it. The second is that we have an opportunity and
this bill really presents a unique opportunity for
New York City to take | eadership in the transparency
and civil rights novenent that energed post-Katrina.
We have an opportunity to set a precedent here that
Is going to be critical for the future disasters that
our city and our state face, w thout a doubt, and the
ability to have information presented in the nanner

in which this bill delineates is extrenely inportant
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because it will be..we won't have to have the
retroactivity conversation when the next storm cones
around and that is one of the nost inportant things
that we could have and we won't be in the Katrina
fund cl aw back situation that we are no seeing
Loui siana and the Gul f Coast of M ssissippi go
t hrough and struggl e.

Now of course the retroactivity question
that was going to be one of our principal questions
as to whether and how the bill can nmandate a
retroactive assessnent of the distribution of funds.
When you | ook at the type of noney that went to sone
of the largest principal contractors inmediately
after the storm for exanple, Tishman Speyer, it's
very hard for us now to understand how those fund
were both provided fairly to the communities nost in
need and how they are going to inpact [bell] the
funds for the city going forward.

So I'll just make two principal points;
the first is that we support zip code delineation of
the funds and one of the reasons why is because if
you | eave it a borough perspective, as you know, the
communities within each borough were inpacted so

differently and the communities thenselves are so
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different denographically that it is critical to have
zip code-level funding. And finally, we ask that the
bill include, and we wi || propose sone | anguage,
measures to col |l aborate with New York State so that
we can have common public data managenent fields with
respect to how the funds that are being tracked
currently by the Cuonp adm nistration can be neasured
against the Gty so that we can, as advocates and as
supporters of the Council initiatives nake neasured
judgnents about how funds overall have been
distributed in New York State and nmake sure, frankly,
that the communities within we work get their fair
share. Thank you

DANI ELA HORTON: Hell o. [background
comment] Good norning. M nane is Daniela Horton
and I'ma nenber of Community Voices Heard and a
resi dent of Hammel Houses in Rockaway. Thank you for
your opportunity to provide testinony today.

Community Voices is a nenber organization
of | owinconme people building power in New York City
and State to inprove the lives of our famlies and
communities. CVH brings together public housing
residents fromall five boroughs of New York City to

fight to maintain and i nprove public housing. Since
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Hurri cane Sandy CVH has been working with public
housi ng residents in the Rockaways, Coney I|sland and
Red Hook, meking sure that our voices and needs are
not forgotten in the rebuilding effort. |I'mhere to
express Community Voices Heard' s support of the Sandy
Tracker Bill, Int. 1040-A and urge the Fi nance
Conmttee to bring the bill to the full body of the
City Council for quick passage into |aw. W want
transparency on how many is spent in the rebuilding
process; we need transparency; we deserve
t ransparency.

W' ve been through a lot. | evacuated
during Sandy; ny daughter and granddaughter stay in
t he Rockaway; they were terrified. | came back two
days after the hurricane; when | canme back there was
no lights, no stores, no food; everything was down;
the comunity was devastated; we had no hot water and
heat for three weeks; we had to get from handouts.

A year has passed since the hurricane,
but we still haven't fully recovered, there is stil
a lot of work to be done to rebuild. | went to a
t eachi ng about Sandy noney; public housing got about
$100 mllion, NYCHA is supposedly getting noney for

energency repairs and increasing resiliences for
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future floods. | don't know what's happening with
t he noney; they are not comng to fix stuff. Wth
the stormthat hit us we need our infrastructure
updat ed and fixed; one of the maintenance nen told ne
they are supposed to be puttin' up a new grand roof;
at the last neetin', NYCHA called; they were talkin'
about doing the manhol e rehab and fixin' the boiler
roomfromthe ground floor to higher ground. They
are supposed to be fixin" the community center;
cabi net needs replacing, [bell] walls need painting,
fl oors need polishing and waxi ng, rats need
extermnatin', but | haven't seen anybody worKki ng.
saw soneone fix a manhol e under the building; that
was about it. They keep saying that they don't have
supplies and they are short-staffed; with Sandy we
need the infrastructure rebuilt and updated. W
don't know where the noney is; we want to know what
they are going to do; if they are going to hire nore
peopl e, how they are going to do it.

The people in the community, the young
men and young | adi es that are unenpl oyed shoul d be
able to get jobs. W need to nmake sure that the city
is follow ng Section 3 and that public housing

residents are gettin' a good share of the jobs on




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

COW TTEE ON FI NANCE 99
projects in our devel opnent. W want to see how the
federal noney coming in is spent and what it's spent
on. W want transparency on how the housing noney is
going to be spent and we want people hired in our
community. There is currently no way to tell if
people in places that need support the nost are
gettin' it. MIllions of dollars have been sent to
the city and mllions nore on the way, yet there is
no easy way for us to know where the noney is going,
who's gettin' the rebuilding jobs and if these jobs
are good jobs. W need to nake sure that noney is
going to the community and places that need it nost.

Public reportin' of the use of federal
fund in post-Sandy recovery and rebuilding in New
York City is a critical first step towards achievi ng
a just and equitable recovery for all; for this
reason Community Voi ces and public housing residents
strongly encourage the novenent of this bill into the
full body of the City Council and its passage into
law. We | ook forward to working with all Counci
nmenbers to support this issue. And thank you
Council man Richards, |1've worked with you before.
Thank you for [background comrents] the bill

[ nterpose]
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COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS: Yes, great.

100

And | want to give you sonme good news; Hanmel Houses

is actually slated to receive $8 nmillion...

DANI ELA HORTON:  Yes, uh...

COUNCI L MEMBER RICHARDS: so we'll be
watching it very closely...[interpose]

DANI ELA HORTON:  Thank you.

COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS: but that

announcenent was just nmade around two weeks ago,

SO

we' ve been workin' with the adm nistration on that as

wel | .

DANI ELA HORTON: Thank you very much
| ook forward to...

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A: They need to ge
sone cats for those rats.

[l aught er]

DANI ELA HORTON: Yes, they're all ove

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  You know, |'11
ya a funny story...

DANI ELA HORTON:  Uhm hm

CHAI RPERSON RECCHIA:  in ny district
years ago we had a serious rat problem..

DANI ELA HORTON:  Yeah.

t

r.

tell
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CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  so the Gulian
adm nistration, to address it, brought in possuns
[ background comments] and the possuns eat the rats...

DANI ELA HORTON:  Unm hm

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  they said these
possuns woul d never nultiply...

DANI ELA HORTON:  Unm hm

[l aught er]

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  wel |, today we have
a possum probl em..

[l aught er]

CHAI RPERSON RECCHIA:  in the district...

[ backgr ound coment ]

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  out of control.

DANI ELA HORTON:  Yes.

[ backgr ound coment s]

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A: So... next .

DANI ELA HORTON: Wl |, thank you for your
story.

[l aught er]

GUSTAVO DUARTE: [ background comment ]

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  You have to put the
m crophone on; state your name for the record.

GQUSTAVO DUARTE: It's on?
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CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  Yeah.

GUSTAVO DUARTE: Yeah. Good norning
M. Richards and good norni ng nenbers of the Council
good norning everyone. Thank you for giving nme the
opportunity to give ny testinony too. M nane is
Gustavo Duarte; | am owner of MEG [ phoneti c]
Construction; we are a small construction contractor
based on Coney Island. |'ma forner day |aborer and
menber of the Bay Parkway Community Job Center of the
Worker's Justice Project. Now |l currently run a
smal | construction conpany that's only four people
who are | ocal workers from Coney I|sland and
Bensonhurst. M workers are paid decent wages, set
by the Bay Parkway Conmmunity Job Center, a |oca
hiring hall that trains workers in health and safety
and ensures every worker is paid |ivable wages.

| brought ny workers; we are safe-working
envi ronnent and every workers has access to health
and safety equipnent. This is not only good for the
wor kers, but is also good for ny business, since
wel | -trai ned workers are good workers that will do

quality jobs that will get nore business for ny

conpany.




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

COW TTEE ON FI NANCE 103

When Sandy hit South Brooklyn nmy conpany
hel ped honeowners punp water out of the basenent,
renoved debris and denolished walls. Initially
honeowners used life savings to rebuild a hone and
very few got public funds, many of ny clients are
still waiting for these public funds to hire ny
conpany to rebuild.

| played right by nmy workers and | did
all contractors and enpl oyers who received public
noney to do the inportant work to getting New York
City back to its feet; should play right by the New
Yor kers too.

Tracki ng what contractor and
subcontractor are getting public Sandy recovery
dol | ars and public disclose of wages and health and
safety relations is critical to pronote the use of
responsi bl e | ocal enployers |like nyself. Wthout
openi ng up the books, they will nore dangerous that
public noney is invested in contractors that are not
responsi bl e and undercutting to good guys |ike ne.

| stand here in support of the Sandy
Tracker Bill Int. 1040-A and urge its swift passage

into law. Thank you for your tine.
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CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  Thank you. W have
nmor e person, Antonio.

JAVI ER GALLARDO |' m gonna be transl ator
for him..

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  Ckay.

JAVI ER GALLARDO. ' kay?

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  Just ... [ background
comment] state your nanme for the record [ background
comment] and the translator, just state your nane for
the record.

JAVI ER GALLARDO My nane?

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  Yeah, put it on the
record.

JAVI ER GALLARDO Yeah. May nane is
Javier @Gllardo; I'mthe Coordinator of the Bay
Par kway Community Job Center.

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  Alright, and you're
gonna translate for Antonio..what's his |ast name?

JAVI ER GALLARDO  Sanchez.

ANTONI O SANCHEZ:  Sanchez.

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  Okay.

ANTONI O SANCHEZ: [ speaki ng Spani sh]

[ backgr ound coment s]

ANTONI O SANCHEZ: [ speaki ng Spani sh]
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JAVI ER GALLARDO My nane is Antonio
Sanchez, father with two and nenber of the Bay
Par kway Comrunity Job Center, which is part of the
Wrker's Justice Project. A few days after Hurricane
Sandy hit our shores | work at Manhattan Beach and
Coney | sland punping the water, renoving sand, wet
cl ot hes, damaged furniture; denolishing noldy walls
fromthe hones that were flooded. | worked nore than
10 hours per day, earning only $10 an hour. | have
renoved debris in flood the downstairs with no
gl oves, no masks, no boots or any other basic
protective equi pnent.

ANTONI O SANCHEZ: [ speaki ng Spani sh]

JAVI ER GALLARDO Wile | was doing this
work | did not know what | was exposed to; no |oca
state or federal agency ever approached nme to inform
nme about the dangerous working conditions that | was
bei ng exposed. | was not trained how to protect
nysel f or nor provided the nost basic persona
protective equi pnent.

ANTONI O SANCHEZ: [ speaki ng Spani sh]

JAVI ER GALLARDO Li ke nmysel f, hundreds
of other imm grant workers were anong the first to

respond to the cleanup and reconstruction in nost
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affected areas; a nonth later the Wirker's Justice
Proj ect provided health and safety training to ensure
wor kers are protected when bei ng exposed to hazardous
wor ki ng condi tions.

ANTONI O SANCHEZ: [ speaki ng Spani sh]

JAVI ER GALLARDO These types of unsafe
conditions and wage theft are very conmon in the
construction industry and i nmgrant | aborers |ike ne
are the nost vulnerable of this injustice. Also
violations of health and safety |aws are very comon
and I"'mnot the only one to suffer this injustice.
In a recent study of day |aborers, we found that 82
percent of the workers who participated in the
rebuil ding after Sandy have been victins of wage
theft and 91 percent were exposed to hazardous
materi al s.

ANTONI O SANCHEZ: [ speaki ng Spani sh]

JAVI ER GALLARDO  Public noney used to
rebuild New York City should not go to unscrupul ous
contractors who do not respect our rights. Qpening
up the books on Sandy recovery work is extrenely
critical to pronote the use of responsible
contractors who will respect us.

ANTONI O SANCHEZ: [ speaki ng Spani sh]
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JAVI ER GALLARDO  Knowi ng where the noney
is going, who's getting the contracts and obt ai ni ng
the specific information on jobs and heal th and
safety violations will help our city assess whet her
Sandy i nvestnents are taking care of the people or
further perpetrating the abuse of the nost
vul ner abl e.

ANTONI O SANCHEZ: [ speaki ng Spani sh]

JAVI ER GALLARDO. For all these reasons
stand in support of the Sandy Tracker Bill, Int.

1040-A and urge its quick passage into | aw. Thank

you.
CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  Thank you very
much.
JAVI ER GALLARDO. Ckay. Thank you.
CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A: Okay. W have one
nore person wishing to testify. |Is there anyone el se

who wi shed to testify? Wthout seeing that, we are
not taking anynore testinony fromthe public.
[ background comrents] OCkay. Did you wanna testify?
[ backgr ound comment |
CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  Ckay. You're the
| ast one to testify.

NATASHA DWER  Ckay.
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TANI SHA EDWARDS: Nat asha Dwyer

NATASHA DWER: Yes. Thank you for the
opportunity to testify today; nmy nane is Natasha
Dwer and I work as a Policy Organizer for the New
York City Environnental Justice Alliance.

The New York City Environnmental Justice
Alliance is a non-profit cityw de nenbershi p network
| i nki ng grassroots organi zations from | owincone
nei ghbor hoods and conmunities of color in a struggle
for environnental justice.

In 2010, NYC- EJA | aunched our Waterfront
Justice Project, New York City's first cityw de
community resiliency canpaign to pronote clinate
adaptation strategies in industrial waterfront
nei ghbor hoods. I n January 2013 NYC-EJA hel ped
convene the Sandy Regional Assenbly, a coalition of
over 40 community and environnental justice, |abor
and civic groups from nei ghborhoods nost inpacted by
Super st or m Sandy.

Over the last year the Sandy Regi onal
Assenbly has advocated for grassroots strategies on
how to i npl enment the Sandy rebuil ding and pronote
| ong-term comunity resiliency. The Sandy Regi ona

Assenbly Recovery Agenda released in April 2013
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i ncluded a m x of suggested capital projects and
policy reconmendations in order to advance the
follow ng goals: integrate regional rebuilding
efforts with local resiliency priorities, strengthen
vul nerabl e communiti es and reduce public health
threats and expand conmuni ty-based climate change
pl anni ng, di saster preparedness and response. W
woul d I'i ke to commend the New York City Council for
its efforts to create a database to track the
expendi ture of funds in connection with recovery
efforts in the wake of Hurricane Sandy.

The proposed Sandy expenditure database
wi |l pronote public engagenent in the rebuil ding,
foster inclusive decision-nmaking and help to hold
recovery projects accountable. The proposed Sandy
expenditure database is also in keeping with the
rebuil ding principals endorsed by the Sandy Regi ona
Assenbly, nost specifically the Sandy Regi ona
Assenbly has called for inplenmenting transparent and
denocrati c deci si on-naki ng processes throughout the
recovery.

Finally, NYC-EJA would also like to
endorse the reconmendati ons made by Good Jobs New

York with whom we' ve worked on the Sandy Regi ona
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Assenbly, specifically identifying enpl oyees and jobs
created by Sandy funds by the zip code in which they
live instead of by the borough, clarify whether
current entries already in the database will be
updated on a nonthly basis and incorporate data from
t he Sandy dat abase and to EDC s Annual |nvestnents
Project Report. Thank you for the opportunity to
testify today.

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  Thank you very
much. | wanna thank everyone for comng to testify
today; this concludes this part of the hearing.
Thank you very nuch

[ backgr ound coment s]
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