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ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends section 19-504.2 by adding a new subdivision l.

INTRODUCTION


On December 9, 2013, the Committee on Transportation, chaired by Council Member James Vacca, will hold a hearing on Proposed Int. No. 635-A, a Local Law to amend the Administrative Code of the City of New York, in relation to requiring online publication of commuter van information. This will be the second hearing on this bill.  The first hearing was held on October 31, 2013 at which the Committee heard testimony from representatives of the New York City Taxi and Limousine Commission (TLC) as well as other interested stakeholders and community members.

BACKGROUND


Commuter vans serve the transportation needs of many communities, particularly those underserved by other mass transportation options.
 They are also one of the City’s most flexible transportation services, able to adapt to serve customers during emergencies such as hurricanes and transit strikes.
 However, some community groups have complained about various commuter van-related issues, including passengers littering while waiting to be picked up, traffic congestion, and double parking.
 Community leaders have also claimed that the City insufficiently consults with community boards regarding commuter van service applications.

The Administrative Code defines a commuter van as “having a seating capacity of at least nine passengers but not more than twenty passengers” and “carrying passengers for hire in the City duly licensed as a commuter van by [TLC] and not permitted to accept hails from prospective passengers in the street.”
 It defines a commuter van service as an entity that “provides a transportation service through the use of one or more commuter vans on a prearranged regular daily basis, over non-specified or irregular routes, between a zone in a residential neighborhood and a location which shall be a work related central location, a mass transit or mass transportation facility, a shopping center, recreational facility or airport.”


The Code requires commuter van services to gain approval from TLC in order to operate legally in the City.
 Before TLC can approve an application to operate a commuter van service, the Department of Transportation (DOT) must determine that the service proposed “will be required by the present or future public convenience and necessity” and must “specify the geographic area where service is authorized and the number of commuter vans authorized to be used in providing such service.”
 DOT must notify all affected Council Members and community boards of the application for the purposes of obtaining their comment.
 

TLC displays on its website a map of approved commuter van services and their authorized geographic service areas, updated as of August 2, 2010.
 It lists 42 approved commuter van services.
 Proposed Int. No. 635-A would make this information more complete by requiring TLC’s website to be updated with any new commuter van service’s designated geographic service area and the approved number of commuter vans the service may use each time a new service is approved. 
AMENDMENTS

Since the first hearing on Proposed Int. No. 635-A, several amendments to the bill have been made, including the removal of language that would have added affected community boards as recipients of determinations of approval of applications for authorization to operate a commuter van service from TLC, dropping the removal of  language relating to the ability of the Council to “call up” such determinations for review, and the removal of language that would have required the Department of City Planning (DCP) to submit reports reflecting the results of any future commuter van service policy studies. Language was added that would require TLC to post on its website links to all City laws and rules governing the operation of commuter vans.
ANALYSIS


Section one of Proposed Int. No. 635-A would amend section 19-504.2 of the Administrative Code by adding a new subdivision l. New subdivision l would require TLC to post on its website links to all New York City laws and rules governing the operation of commuter vans. It would also require that, not more than three days after issuing an authorization to operate a commuter van service, TLC post on its website the geographic area where such service is authorized and the number of commuter vans authorized to be used in providing such service.

Section two of Proposed Int. No. 635-A states that the local law would take effect ninety days after its enactment.
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 A LOCAL LAW

..Title

To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring online publication of commuter van information.

..Body
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


Section 1.  Section 19-504.2 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new subdivision l to read as follows:


l.  The commission shall post on its website links to all New York city laws and rules governing the operation of commuter vans. Not more than three days after issuing an authorization to operate a commuter van service, the commission shall post on its website the geographic area where such service is authorized and the number of commuter vans authorized to be used in providing such service. 

§2.  This local law shall take effect ninety days after its enactment into law.
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