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SUBCOMM TTEE ON LANDMARKS, PUBLIC SITING AND MARI TI ME USES 3

[ gavel ]

CHAI RPERSON LANDER: [off m c] Good
norning. |’ m CRC council nenber Brad Lander. |’ m
pl eased to call this neeting of the city counci
Land neeting.

CHAI RPERSON LANDER: Pl eased to cal
this neeting of the city council’s Land Use
Subcomm ttee on Landmarks, Public Siting, Maritine
Uses together. Very happy to be joined by counci
menber Annabel Palma fromthe Bronx and counci
menber Rosie Mendez from Manhattan. We have three
proposed | andmar k desi gnati ons on the cal endar this
norning. One in Brooklyn and two in Manhattan. And
I’mvery pleased to invite Jenny Fernandez fromthe
Landmark’ s Preservati on Conm ssion to cone up and
present them The first one is Land Use nunber 968,
application nunber 20145123 and acconpanying N
140116 the Long Island Business Col | ege at 143
South 8'" Street in council menber Reyna’'s
district.

JENNY FERNANDEZ: Thank you chair Lander
and council nmenbers. My nanme is Jenny Fernandez
Director of Intergovernnmental and Community

Rel ati ons for the Landmarks Preservation
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SUBCOVM TTEE ON LANDMVARKS, PUBLIC SITING AND MARI TI ME USES 4
Commi ssion. I'’mhere today to testify on the

conmm ssion’ s designation of the Long Island

Busi ness Col | ege in Brooklyn. On June 25'" 2013 the
Landmar ks Preservati on Conmmi ssion held the public
heari ng on the proposed designation as a | andmark
of the Long Island Busi ness Coll ege. Two peopl e
spoke in favor of designation including
representatives of council nenber D ana Reyna and
of the historic district’s council. The conm ssion
al so received a letter in favor of designation from
the Victorian Society of New York. There were no
speakers in opposition to designation. On Septenber
17th 2013 the conmission voted to designate the
building in New York Gty individual |andmark
Designed by WIlliamH Gaylor the Long Island

Busi ness Col | ege was built by Henry Wight who
founded Wight’'s Business College in WIIliansburg
in 1873. Like other such colleges of the tine
Wight trained clerical workers, primarily young
men and worren for careers with the many | arge
banks, insurance conpanies, and industrial concerns
that were proliferating throughout Brooklyn and
then the separate city of New York. Enrollnment in

Wight' s coll ege booned and in 19, in 1890 he
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SUBCOWM TTEE ON LANDVARKS, PUBLIC SI TI NG AND MARI TI ME USES 5
purchased the lot at 143, 149 South 8'" Street for
a grand new hone for the school which would be
renanmed the Long Island Business Coll ege. Gayl or
based the school’s design on Brooklyn s recent
public schools. The 90 thousand dol |l ar buil ding
opened with a reception attended by Brooklyn's
Mayor. Wight called it perhaps the only building
in the country erected and devoted solely to the
wor k of business education. In 1920 the coll ege
itself was sold and noved to a different Brooklyn
| ocation and in 1922 the building reopened as
public school 166. In 1943 it becane the early hone
of the Beth Jacob Teachers Seninary of Anerica. And
after World War Il the building becane a magnet for
hundr eds of young hol ocaust survivors who sought to
further their studies. The Long Island Business
Col | ege bui |l di ng conbi nes Ronanesque Revival and
Second Enpire styles and remains a rich cultura
hi stori cal and architectural presence conmand,
commandi ng presence in South WIIlianmsburg. The
comm ssion urges you to affirmthis designation.
CHAI RPERSON LANDER: Thank you very
much. Any, any, do we know what it’s being used as

or used for today.
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SUBCOWM TTEE ON LANDVARKS, PUBLIC SI TI NG AND MARI TI ME USES 6

JENNY FERNANDEZ: It’s currently
residences. It’s being used as residences.

CHAI RPERSON LANDER: Any, oh we’ve been
j oi ned by council nenber WIIlians from Brooklyn
wel come. Any questions for Ms. Fernandez on this
iten? Great as you heard they had council nenber
Reyna supporting the project and no one speaking in
opposition so. And we have no one signed up to
testify today on the public hearing. So if there
are no further questions, no one signed up to
comment we will go ahead and close the public
hearing on this item

[ gavel ]

CHAI RPERSON LANDER: And nove forward to
our next land item |and use nunber 969 application
20145106 and acconpanyi ng 140103 the Stei nway &
Sons Reception Room and Hal lway at 109-113 West
57'" Street in council nmenber Garodnick’s district
in Manhattan

JENNY FERNANDEZ: Thank you chair
Lander. My nane is Jenny Fernandez Director of
I ntergovernmental and Conmunity Rel ations for the
Land Mark’ s Preservation Comm ssion. |’ m here today

to testify on the conm ssion’s designation of the
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SUBCOMM TTEE ON LANDMARKS, PUBLIC SITING AND MARI TI ME USES 7
Hol | and Pl aza Building in Manhattan. |I'msorry |
got the w ong one.

[ 1 aught er]

JENNY FERNANDEZ: | apol ogi ze |’ m giving
out the w ong one.

CHAI RPERSON LANDER: W can do that one.

JENNY FERNANDEZ: W can do that one?
[t’s up to you. No, we’ll just do Steinway. You
read it in. Apol ogi ze.

Once again |'’mhere to testify on the
comm ssion’ s designation of the Steinway & Sons
Recepti on Room and Hallway in Manhattan. On July
23'9 2013 the Land Marks Preservation Conmmi ssion
hel d the public hearing on the proposed designation
of the Steinway & Sons Reception Room and Hal | way.
Three peopl e spoke in support of designation
i ncl udi ng the owner and representatives of the
historic district’s council and the society for the
architecture of the city. On Septenber 10'" 2013
t he conmi ssion voted to designate the building a
New York City interior |andmark. Conm ssioned by
the prom nent New York City piano manufacturer
Steinway & Sons in 1924-25, the Steinway & Sons

Recepti on Room and Hal lway is one of New York
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SUBCOWM TTEE ON LANDVARKS, PUBLIC SI TI NG AND MARI TI ME USES 8
City' s nost inpressive Neo-Renai ssance style
interiors. Located in Steinway Hall a desi gnated
New York City landmark on the north side of West
57'" Street between 6'" and 7'" Avenues the primary
space i s a doubl e hei ght octagonal rotunda where
visitors, nusicians, and potential customers neet
store representatives before entering various piano
show oons. Visible fromthe street through a | arge
di spl ay wi ndow and fromthe adjoining hallway that

| eads to the building' s elevator |obby this

| avi shly decorated room has a shall ow done ceiling
with allegorical murals in the 18'" century style

of the cel ebrated Swi ss/ Austrian pai nter Angelica
Kauffman as well|l as a crystal chandelier. Walter
Hopki ns of the architectural firmWrren and

Wet nore co-designers of Grand Central Term na

pl anned the building and interiors working with the
decorative painters Paul Arndt and Cooper &
Gentiluonmp. Visitors enter from57'" Street passing
through a small foyer that merged the adjacent
hal | way. Each side of the rotunda features a white
mar bl e arch that rests on fluted ionic colums

fl anked by green narble pilasters. Through a | arge

three gl ass door and gl azed and fil
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SUBCOWM TTEE ON LANDVARKS, PUBLIC SI TI NG AND MARI TI ME USES 9
seprets[ phonetic], separates the rotunda fromthe
hal | way. These spaces read as one due to the use of
simlar architectural elenents and materials. At
the tine of the building’ s conpletion the reception
room gar nered consi derable attention in the press
appearing in the pages of the Architectural Record,
Architecture and Buil ding nmagazi ne and the Music
Trade Review. A seemingly tineless nonunent to
classical nusic and architecture as well as

Stei nway and sons this well preserved interior
remai ns one of the handsonest retail spaces in New
York City. The comm ssioner urges you to affirm

t hi s designati on.

CHAI RPERSON LANDER: And 1’11 just refer
menbers to the beautiful pictures at the back of
the designation report. You'll find it hard to
argue with the Iandmark worthiness of this interior
designation and |’ m pl eased to report as you can
see fromthe commttee notes that this designation
is supported by the owner of the property. Any
questions about this itenf? People shopping for
pi anos?

[l aught er]
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SUBCOWM TTEE ON LANDVARKS, PUBLIC SI TI NG AND MARI TI ME USES 10

CHAI RPERSON LANDER: No. On this item as
wel | we have no one signed up to testify so unless
soneone speaks now we’' || go ahead and cl ose the
public hearing on this...

[ gavel ]

CHAI RPERSON LANDER: ..itemas well. And
nove to our third and final itemon today s agenda
which is |land use nunber 970 application 20145124
HKM and acconpanyi ng N 140117 HKM the Hol |l and
Pl aza Buil di ng. Al so known as One Hudson Square at
75 Varick Street in Speaker Quinn's district in
Manhat t an.

JENNY FERNANDEZ: Thank you chair Lander
and comm ttee nenbers. My nane is Jenny Fernandez
Director of Intergovernnmental and Community
Rel ati ons for Land Mark’s Preservati on Conmi ssi on.
|’ mhere today to testify on the comm ssion’s
designation of the Holland Plaza Building in
Manhattan. On June 11'", 2013 the Land Mark’s
Preservation Conmi ssion held a public hearing on
t he proposed designation as a | andmark of the
Hol | and Pl aza Bui |l di ng, now One Hudson Squar e.
There were two speakers in favor of designation

i ncl udi ng the owner and a representative of the
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SUBCOVM TTEE ON LANDMVARKS, PUBLIC SITING AND MARI TI ME USES 11
historic district’s council. On Septenber 24"

2013 the comm ssion voted to designate the buil ding
a New York City individual |andmark. The Hol | and
Plaza building is a |l arge nodern classical style
manuf acturing structure constructed on an
irregularly shaped | ot facing the entrance to the
Hol | and Tunnel in 1929, 1930. The building | ocation
was chosen to take advantage of the new
transportation hub then devel oping at the entrance
to the newly constructed tunnel |inking New York
and New Jersey. One of the nobst significant
bui | di ngs by cel ebrated architect Ely Jacques Kahn
the Hol l and Pl aza buil di ng di splays a nodern
functional architectural vocabulary influenced by
the contenporary expressionist brick buildings of
Germany and Hol | and. Kahn popul ari zed the style in
his, in this, in his nunmerous remarkabl e commercia
bui | di ngs built throughout New York City.
Positioned on a promnent site the Holland Pl aza
bui | di ng di splays a dramatic style that enphasizes
the structural grid with applied ornanent. The

bui | di ng’ s devel oper was Abe Abel son. One of the
gar nent manufacturers who took part in the creation

of the original garnent center capital building in
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SUBCOWM TTEE ON LANDVARKS, PUBLIC SI TI NG AND MARI TI ME USES 12
1920- 21 and | ater becane one of Kahn's nost
consi stent and supportive enployers. As an
I mm grant and entrepreneur Abel son did not have
preconcei ved i deas about classical architecture and
encour aged the devel opnment of Kahn’s creativity in
the service of good buildings that attracted nany
commercial clients. In the Holland Pl aza Buil di ng
t he conbi ned requirenments of client and architect
resulted in one of Kahn's great masterpieces. The
comm ssion urges you to affirmthis designation.

CHAI RPERSON LANDER: Thank you very much
and in this case again as well the owner supports
t he designation which we always |ike to see. Any
guestions about this from nenbers of the commttee?
We al so have no one signed up to testify on this
item Though I'Il note that several speakers as Ms.
Fer nandez sai d spoke in favor of it at the LPC So
hearing none we' |l go ahead and close the item the
heari ng...

[ gavel ]

CHAI RPERSON LANDER: ..on this item as
wel |l and nove forward to vote on all three itens on
today’ s cal endar. Land uses nunber 968, 969, and

970 but before we do council menber WIIi ans.
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COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AMS: Thank you... |
just have an errand question, nothing to do with
this, we're trying to follow up, been trying to
follow up on Victorian Fl atbush...[interpose]

JENNY FERNANDEZ: Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AMS: ..l andmar ki ng.
So I'd just like to know what’s going on with it.

JENNY FERNANDEZ: Sure. Council menber
Wl lians thank you for bringing that up. | had
reached out to your staff maybe about several weeks
ago just letting them know that we have conpl et ed
the survey of the, the six areas that were
submtted and the staff is analyzing the
information and a site visit was required. So the
staff is conducting that as we speak and they
shoul d be conming up with an anal ysis very soon. So
we have sone prelimnary findings. | would say
wthin the next two to three weeks we shoul d have
at least a prelimnary out of all the different
areas that were subnmitted the initial feedback from
the research staff.

COUNI L MEMBER W LLI AMS: Do you, Do you
have prelimnary findings now or you |l have...

[crosstal k] [interpose]
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JENNY FERNANDEZ: W have prelimnary
findings in terns of sonme of the areas that are
deened eligible and now the staff is going to go
back out and survey the area.

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AVS: Ckay.

JENNY FERNANDEZ: You know? Do site
visits because a |lot of the stuff is just fromthe
i nformati on that was submtted to the staff. They
research that. You know t hey | ook through that
i nformati on which was very hel pful by the way. The
community did put together a really great proposal.
And so now they have to just kind of confirmon the
ground and go out and see.

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AMS: Can we see the
prelimnary findings?

JENNY FERNANDEZ: | nean sure. Yeah,
we’'re actually going to be ready to share...

[ nterpose]

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AVS: Ckay.

JENNY FERNANDEZ: .that with you very
soon so...[interpose]

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AMS: Ckay.

JENNY FERNANDEZ: .yes absol utely.
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CHAI RPERSON LANDER: Ckay so we’ ||
proceed to vote on Land Use nunbers 968, 969, and
970 coupled on the subcommi ttee cal endar.

UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE: Chair Lander.

CHAI RPERSON LANDER: Aye on all.

UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE: Council nenber
Pal ma

COUNCI L MEMBER PALMA: Aye on all

UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE: Council nenber
Mendez.

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: Just wanted to
say that this Long Island Business College was in
nmy old stonping grounds and |’ ve never noticed it.

The community where | was born and raised, just

15

across the river and as the chair pointed out Enmma

Gol dman and Eugene Debs spoke there so this is very

interesting history in ny old comunity. Wth that
| vote aye on all

UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE: Council nenber
WIIlians.

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AMS: Aye.

UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE: By a vote of four
in the affirmative, zero abstentions, zero

negati ves Land Use itens 968, 969, and 970 are
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approved and referred to the full Land Use
Commi ttee.

CHAI RPERSON LANDER: W’ ||l hol d...

[ pause]

CHAI RPERSON LANDER: 1’ |1 point out not
only was it you know Emma Gol dman and Eugene Debs
but they were speaking at a business college so a
different time in New York Gty wasn't it?

[l aught er]

CHAI RPERSON LANDER: Soci al i sts and the
anarchi sts spoke at the business schools. It’'s a
little journey subconmittee and to hold the role
open for ten mnutes for council mnenber Arroyo.

JENNY FERNANDEZ: Thank you

CHAI RPERSON LANDER: Thank you.

[ backgr ound coment s]

[ pause]

UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE: Council nenber
Arroyo.

COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYO: Aye on all.

UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE: By a vote of five
in the affirmative, zero abstentions, and zero

negati ves Land Use itens 968, 969, and 970 are

16
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approved and referred to the full Land Use
Conmittee.

COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYO. ..t is yeah.
Landmar ks Subconmi ttee Novenmber 21%' now adj our ned.

[ gavel ]

17
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