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COW TTEE ON GOVERNMENTAL OPERATI ONS 3
[ gavel ]
CHAI RPERSON BREVER: Good afternoon. |'m

Gale Brewer. I'’mchair of Governnental Operations.
["’mhere with council nmenber D ckens and counci
menber Vall one. As we know we’l|l be voting on two
pi eces of legislation related to el ections and
voting. The first bill is Intro 764 A | introduced
this. It would all ow candi dates running for office
to accept canpaign contributions via text
nmessagi ng. Al though contributions and paynents via
text messagi ng have already been in use by non
profits and ot her organizations for sone years this
is a new and innovative area for political
canpai gns. The fist use was during the 2012
presidential elections when both presidents,
presi dent Cbana and the Rommey canpaigns used it to
raise noney in California, Maryland, and Texas have
all allowed text nessage contributions in state
el ections was in the last two years. The prom se of
text message contributions is that by making it
easier to give noney in this way el ected officials
woul d becone nore reliant on smaller contributions
especially from younger voters, they think that the

rest of us don’t know how to text but we do, who




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

COW TTEE ON GOVERNVENTAL OPERATI ONS 4
are nore accustoned to this type of technol ogy
i nstead of having to go to big donors. Although
people will still do that. Indeed the bil
prescri bes that the cap on such contributions wll
be 99 dollars per candi date per contributor per
year. It will be interesting to see how text
message contri butions change the politica
| andscape and, or if they do. |I think they will and
I’mvery proud that New York City’'s at the
forefront of this conbination of good governnent
and technology and it should be noted that this
| egislation will make New York City the first
jurisdiction to match text nessage contributions
and | want to thank the canpai gn Finance Board. |
want to thank WIIl Col egrove fromnmny office, the
Legi slative Director David Seitzer and Ti m Maschof f
fromthe speaker’s office particularly on this
| egi sl ati on.

The second bill was Intro 488 which
woul d codi fy the Board of Election’s existing,
their existing practice of posting sanple ballets
on their website. It’'s a great practice that allows
voters to check who their candi dates are ahead of

time as well as understand what the ballet wl
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COW TTEE ON GOVERNVENTAL OPERATI ONS 5
| ook I'ike. Cbviously their hope is to reduce
confusion on el ection day. | have been asking the
Board of Elections to post this information for
years and to their credit, working with Dol TT t hey
began posting sanple ballets |ast year online. This
service has been a huge hit with the public and
Intro 488 will guarantee that it is in perpetuity.
So thank you everyone and we | ook forward to this
vote and to these both bills being helpful to the
public. Thank you very nuch

WLLIAM MARTIN: WIlliam Martin
committee clerk roll call vote Comm ttee on
Governnment al Operations. Council mnenber Brewer.

COUNCI L MEMBER BREVER: | vote aye.

W LLI AM MARTI N:  Val | one.

COUNCI L MEMBER VALLONE: [off mc] |
vote aye. | want to thank Gale for her | eadership
on this.

W LLI AM MARTI N: Di ckens.

COUNCI L MEMBER DI CKENS: [off mic]l vote
aye and | too...council nenber Brewer for being the
forefront of nost of the technol ogy issues that

we’'ve had in the city council
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WLLI AM MARTIN: By a vote of three in
the affirmative, zero in the negative, and no
abstentions itemis adopted. Menbers please sign
the commttee report thank you.

CHAI RPERSON BREVER: Thank you.

[ pause]

WLLI AM MARTIN: Dil an

COUNCI L MEMBER DI LAN: [off mic] | vote
aye.

COUNCI L MEMBER DI LAN: Aye on bot h.

WLLI AM MARTIN. Final vote in the
Committee on Governnental COperations is now four
the affirmative, zero in the negative, and no
abstenti ons.

COUNCI L MEMBER DI LAN: Committee on
Governnmental Operations is now adj ourned

[ gavel ]

in
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