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COW TTEE ON HEALTH

[ gavel ]

CHAI RPERSON ARROYO Good norni ng
everyone. |I'msorry for the delay. My nane is Maria
Del Carnmen Arroyo | chair the Commttee on Health
and today the Health Commttee is conducting a vote
on proposed resol ution nunber 1260 A sponsored by
council nmenber A iver Koppell. Calling on the US
congress to pass and the president to sign the
state’s nedical marijuana patient protection act
whi ch seeks to reclassify marijuana as other than a
schedule A, 1 or schedule 2 substance. Currently
the federal governnment puts narijuana in the sane
category as heroine defining it as a dangerous and
illegal drug with no nedical value and a high
| i kel i hood of abuse and dependence. Meanwhile there
is evidence that nmedical marijuana can be used to
al leviate patient suffering fromseveral nedica
condi tions such as cancer and nultiple sclerosis.
Consequent|ly even though 20 states as well as the
District of Colunbia have enacted | aws | egali zing
medi cal use of marijuana their citizens are put at,
in a precarious situation given the potential for
federal prosecution. The state’s nedical patient

protection act currently pending in the United
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COW TTEE ON HEALTH 4
St at es House of Representative fixes this
i nconsi stency so that nedical marijuana patients
and their providers are protected fromfedera
crimnal penalties in states that have |egalized
marijuana for nedical use. This isn't just sone
policy, it’s just conmon sense. And before | turn
over to the prime sponsor of the legislation | want
to thank the committee staff who will to the 11'"
hour have been working very very hard to get us to
where we’'re at today. Dan Hafetz council to the
commttee, Crytal Gol pon[phonetic] policy anal yst
and Crillian[phonetic] Francisco who is the fisca
anal yst for the conmttee. And now | turn it over
to here fromthe prinme sponsor council nenber
Koppel I .

COUNCI L MEMBER KOPPELL: [off mc] Thank
you madam chair. | don’'t want to del ay people. |
appreciate. | knowit’'s both the holiday season and
the end of our session and | know, | appreciate the
menbers comng strictly for this today. | don't
want to bel abor...indicated why this nmakes i nm nent
sense.

COUNCI L MEMBER KOPPELL: W have a

conpl etely anomal ous situation in this country and
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COW TTEE ON HEALTH 5
this would at | east correct it in part. It would
not have any direct effect on New York. Although
both I am a sponsor, a supporter of nedi cal
marijuana use in New York as New Jersey has just
all owed and the state assenbly has passed it. State
senate has not but this, this particular resolution
doesn’t affect the law in New York but it sonething
that | hope our congressional representative wll
support. Thank you and again thank you to the
nmenbers for gathering.

CHAI RPERSON ARROYO: Can you call the
rol e?

WLLIAM MARTIN: WIlliammartin
commttee clerk. Roll call vote Conmttee on
Heal t h. Resol ution 1260-A. Council nenber Arroyo.

CHAI RPERSON ARROYO: Aye and | urge ny
col | eagues to vote aye on.

WLLI AM MARTI N:  Val | one.

COUNCI L MEMBER VALLONE: Oh may | be
excused to expl ai n?

CHAI RPERSON ARROYO: Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER VALLONE: |’ m not goi ng
to vote against this because it doesn’t |egalize

marijuana and | understand what the forner attorney
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COW TTEE ON HEALTH 6
general is trying to do here when it cones to
maki ng | aws match. But this has absol utely nothing
to do with anyone who lives in New York GCty. It
basically we’'re deciding, we’'re voting on whet her
soneone is California is violating a federal |aw
And this is nowthe third tinme I’mdown here on
this and, and I'mvery busy. And | don’t |ike when
we get involved in things that have nothing to do
with New York City so I’mgoing to abstain on this.

W LLI AM MARTI N:  Di ckens.

COUNCI L MEMBER DI CKENS: Aye.

W LLI AM MARTI N: Mendez.

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: Aye.

W LLI AM MARTI N:  Eugene.

COUNCI L MEMBER EUCGENE: AYE.

W LLI AM MARTI N: Rose.

COUNCI L MEMBER ROSE: Aye.

W LLI AM MARTI N: Van Braner.

COUNCI L MEMBER VAN BRAMER: Aye.

W LLI AM MARTIN: By a vote of six in the
affirmative, zero in the negative, and one
abstention itemis adopted. Menbers please sign the

commttee report and thank you.
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COW TTEE ON HEALTH 7

CHAI RPERSON ARROYO Congrat ul ati ons M.
Koppel I .

COUNCI L MEMBER KOPPELL: Thank you madam
chair. I'"msorry to tax everybody.

CHAI RPERSON ARROYO Hol d the roll open,
confirmcouncil menber Rivera s arrival and Dan.
Fi ve m nutes.

[ backgr ound coment s]

CHAI RPERSON ARROYO W th that the
Heal th Committee hear, Monday Novermber 25'" is now
adj our ned.

[ gavel ]
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