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COW TTEE ON FI NANCE

[ gavel ]

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A: Good nor ni ng.

Wl come to today’s Finance Commttee hearing. My
nanme is Domenic M Recchia, Jr. and I'’mthe chair
of the finance commttee. 1'd like to introduce ny
col | eagues that have joined us today. | have
counci| nmenber Lew Fidler, council menber Gale
Brewer, council nenber Robert Jackson, counci
menber Cabrera. Today we have several itens on our
agenda. W have a transparency reso, three BID
items, and three property tax filings, three
property tax fixing resolutions.

W' Il start off with the transparency
reso. This, this resolution sets forth new changes
in the designation of certain organizations
receiving local aid underneath discretionary
funding. As well new changes to the designation of
certain organi zations receiving fundi ng pursuant to
certain initiatives in the expense budget.

Organi zati ons appearing in the reso that have not
yet conpleted the prequalification’s process
conducted by the mayor’s office of contract
services, the council, or in any other entity are

identified with an astric next to the nane.
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COW TTEE ON FI NANCES 4
Additionally as all transparency reso counci
menbers will have to sign a disclosure form
i ndi cati ng whether or not a conflict exists with
any of the groups on the attached list. If any
counci | nmenber has potential conflict of interest
with any of the organization listed he or she m ght
want to disclose conflict at the tinme of their
vote. Please al so disclose any conflicts you may
have with any subcontracts that are used by the
organi zati ons they sponsor for discretionary
fundi ng. This disclosure nust be nade before the
subcontractor can be approved. Menbers will be
contacted by council’s ethics and enpl oynent
council in [inaudible 00:02:59] to conplete
di scl osure fornms as necessary. Ctizen' s
| egi sl ative session will soon draw to a cl ose.
Pl ease review the charts carefully so finance staff
can rectify any m stakes in the next transparency
reso. W'll likely only have two nore before the
end of year, before the end of year. So any counci
menber should really make sure everything’ s in line
especially those that are outgoing. Now we nove to
the BID itenms. The first is the Hudson Yard BID in

speaker Quinn’s district. If you renmenber in
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COW TTEE ON FI NANCES 5
Cctober 30'" this conmittee voted on a reso 1993 to
set the date at the first of the hearing to hear
fromindividuals who may be affected by the
establ i shnent of the Hudson Yard BID. After we hear
fromour witness we’'ll adjourn the hearing for at
| east 30 days to all ow property owners that nay
negatively affect the establishment of the BID to
file objections. In the absence of significant
objections if this commttee and the full counci
can answer the follow ng four questions
affirmatively then they adopt intro 1186 which
establishes the BID. The four questions you nust be
prepared to answer. Were all notices for al
hearings required to be held published and mail ed
as required by the |law and ot herw se sufficient?
Does all the real property within the district’s
boundari es benefit fromthe establishnent of the
di strict except as other way provided by the | aw?
Is all the profit benefitted by the district
included within the district? And is the
establ i shnent of the district in the best interest
of the public? If the conmmittee finds in the
affirmative on these four questions and the nunber

of objections required to prevent the certain, the
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COW TTEE ON FI NANCES 6
creation of the BID are not filed then the
| egi sl ati on can be adopted. Speaker Quinn supports
the establishnent of the BID which wll be the
city’s 69'" BID. The total first year budget is 1.2
mllion dollars which will provide safety services
for Hudson River Park and al so provide [inaudible
00: 04: 51] services which include traffic safety,
creation of nore green space, marketing adds and
ot her local things that can benefit other | ocal
busi nesses. For details on the managenent structure
and district profile of the Hudson Yard BID al ong
with the services provided by properties |ocated
within the BID please review the BID conmittee
report and the attached district plan.

The next BID is resolution 1992 which
sets forth Novenber 26'", 2013 at 10:00 a.m is
date to consider local |aw that would authorize
addi ti onal inprovenents and change in assessnent to
t he Hudson Square BID |l ocated in the speaker’s
district. The BID wants to do several capital
projects including additional open space at pier 40
at Hudson Park. DEP' s water tunnel sight at
Cl arkson Street and the Tony Dapolito crew,

recreation center. The help fromthese project
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COW TTEE ON FI NANCES 7
property owners have agreed to pay a onetine
assessnment of five dollars per square foot for the
project’s residential use. To date there are no
projections yet on cost to property owners since
not hi ng has been built. The BID in speaker Quinn's
district and is in her district she supports it.
The next BID is reso 1993 sets forth 26'" day of
Novenber, 10:00 a.m is the date to consider |oca
| aw t hat we authorize an increase in the budgets of
ei ght BI Ds and one special assessnent district. The
budget increase is for the inprovenent districts
are being made of request of property in the BIDs.
Ei ght BI Ds of special assessnent districts that
have requested a property increase are under 65"
Street BID, Sutphin Boulevard BID, Tinmes Square
Al'liance BID, Fashion Center BID, the Fulton Ml
in, in Brooklyn with DUMBO BID, the Lower East Side
BID, the G and Street BID and the Lincoln Square
BID. All of the council nenbers in these BIDs have
submtted letters of support for the budget
I ncreases. Additional details on the services that
will be provided as a result of the assessnent

increase as well as the increase anmount in your
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COW TTEE ON FI NANCES 8
commttee reports that were mailed to you by ny
counci | Tani sha Edwards.

Qur next three itens on the agenda are
tax fixing resos of the current |law no class’s
share of real property tax |levy can increase by
nore than five percent fromthe previous year’s
share. On June 12'", 2013 the council passed a hone
rule to lower this cap fromfive percent to one
percent for fiscal year 2014 to help mnimze the
i ncrease of property tax bills for class one
honmeowners. The governor however did not sign this
statenment. [inaudi ble 00:07:16] the | ower capitol
after the council adopted a budget. That neant that
when the council got this budget we had, had to
adopt tax rates at the five percent cap on cl ass
shares. The governor since signed the class share
| egi sl ation. The council nust vote on the through
resol uti ons which together anmended and restate the
changes and cl ass shares new tax rate at one
percent. By lowering the clap, the cap rate on, to
one percent, class one tax rates wll, still goes
up but |less than three percent saving the average
cl ass one honeowner approxi mately 120 dollars. So

today we are anending the three property tax fixing
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COW TTEE ON FI NANCES 9
resos, adopting the 26'" day of June to hel p nake
New York City a little nore affordable for class
one honeowners. Once the resolutions are passed by
the council the departnent of finance was sent out
revised bills for the second half of the year to
reflect lowcap. | urge all my colleagues to vote
yes on this anended property tax reso. These are
all the itens on today. The Departnent of Smal
Busi ness Services is here to briefly testify to the
BID itens and Finance Division are here to answer
any questions you nmay have on the property tax or
the transparency reso. Before we hear from
Departnent of Snall Business Services | want to
rem nd everyone about a few hearings that the
Fi nance Comm ttee has com ng up in the next few
days. Tonorrow the Finance Conmittee will neet at...

[ pause]

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A: Tonorrow t he
Fi nance Committee will be at 1:00 in the 16'" fl oor
comm ttee room across the street at 250 Broadway to
consi der proposed intro 1040. What? 1:00. It, which
will require the city to establish a search for an
onl i ne database to track hurricane Sandy funds.

This will be the first hearing on the bill so we're
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COW TTEE ON FI NANCES 10
not voting on it tonorrow. This legislationis
sponsored by ny col | eague council| nenber Donovan
Ri chard. OVMB and the Mayor’s O fice of Housing
Recovery are expected to testify and | encourage
all nmy colleagues to attend. The next hearing wl|
take place on Monday and this tine the Finance
Committee will be jointly by the commttee, chaired
by council member Al Vann at 1:00 p.m, the 16'"
fl oor, room 250 Broadway to consi der proposed intro
1171 which will anmend the taxing |aw to include
addi tional projections for individuals subject to
the lean. This legislation is sponsored by counci
menber Al Vann and tonorrow will be the first
hearing on the bill. There will be, there will not
be a vote. Departnment of Finance is expected to
testify. | encourage all mny colleagues to attend
these hearings. Ckay at this tinme SBS, Snal
Busi ness Servi ces.

COWMM SSI ONER BHARGAVA: Good norning M.
Chai rman and nmenbers of the Finance Conmittee. | am
El i zabet h de Ledn Bhargava Deputy Commi ssioner at
The Departnent of Small Business Services and | am
j oi ned here today by ny Assistant Commr ssioner

Janes Mettham SBS supports the establishnent of
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COW TTEE ON FI NANCES 11
t he Hudson Yards business inprovenent district in
t he borough of Manhattan. The Hudson Yards BID
Steering Commttee has conpl eted successfully the
outreach and pl anni ng works consistent with SBS BID
programrules. In addition SBS has revi ewed the
boundari es of the proposed Hudson Square BI D and
found the boundaries to be acceptable.
Geographically the proposed BID general ly includes
properti es bounded by West 42" Street to the
north, 11'" Avenue to the west, West 30'" Street to
the south, and 9'" Avenue to the east. The entire
area of the proposed BIDis within city counci
district three which is represented by speaker
Christine Quinn. Services to be provided in the
Hudson Yards bid shall include but not limted to;
sanitation, street and park maintenance, security,
advocacy, adm nistration, and additional services
as may be required for the pronotion and
enhancenent of the district. The Hudson Yards
Hell's Kitchen Alliance District Managenent
Association wll nmanage the district. The annua
budget for the district’s first year of operation
is 1.2 mllion dollars with a maxi mum al | owabl e

annual budget of 3 mllion entering the district’s
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COW TTEE ON FI NANCES 12
fifth year of operation. As required by |law the
Hudson Yards BID Steering Conmttee mailed the
sunmary of the city council resolution to each
owner of real property within the proposed district
at the address shown on the latest city assessnent
role. To such other persons as are registered with
the city to receive tax bills constraining rea
property within the district and a tenant of each
building within the proposed district. In addition
The Departnent of Small Business Services arranged
for the publication of a copy of the summary of the
resolution at |least once in the city record. W are
j oi ned here today by nmenbers of the BID Steering
Comm ttee and are happy to take questions on this
subj ect. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A: Does any counci
have, any council nenber have any questions on the
BIDS. | recognize the wonderful council nenber from
t he upper west side...[interpose]

COUNCI L MEMBER BREWER: Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A: ..Gal e Brewer and

soon to be the borough president.
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COW TTEE ON FI NANCES 13

COUNCI L MEMBER BREWER: | know but ri ght
now I’mstill the council nenber on the upper west
si de.

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A: The wonder f ul
counci | nenber.

COUNCI L MEMBER BREWER: My question is,
I know this is in the future but | have a | ot of
respect for the business inprovenent districts that
not only do sanitation and security etcetera but
al so think creatively. | know when the Lincoln
Square BID started for instance they worked with
t he hi gh school and did after school prograns and
al t hough the program doesn’t exist they stil
continue to work with the students and they have
sumer jobs and so on. So thanks to you and the
adm ni stration and speaker Quinn there’'s a | ot of
af fordabl e housing in this new community etcetera.
So ny question is how does that get nmandated if at
all to kind of think outside of the box as a BID or
is that just not something that you do? In other
words they will do security. They will do clean up
etcetera. | guess that’'s what BIDs do but is there
any di scussi on about other out of the box kinds of

things that they m ght do to nake a nei ghbor hood
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COW TTEE ON FI NANCES 14
nore |, |, you know sonething that people feel nore
cohesi ve about ?

COWM SSI ONER BHARGAVA: Absol utel y.
Before |I |led Janmes Mettham our Assistant
Comm ssi oner Speak, | can address that a | ot of
that has to do with the unique characteristics of a
nei ghbor hood and the needs. So for exanple we have
Bl Ds such as the Downtown Alliance who has a
serious honel ess issue and they’ ve taken it upon
thensel ves to create a programto hel p the honel ess
in the area. But | can have Janmes add to that.

ASSI STANT COW SSI ONER METTHEM  Yeah,
this, this BIDis certainly contenplating.

COWMM SSI ONER BHARGAVA: | think you need
to introduce yourself.

ASSI STANT COW SSI ONER METTHEM |’ m
sorry. My nane is Janes Mettham |’ m an Assi stant
Comm ssi oner at The Departnent of Small Business
Services. This BIDis certainly contenplating in
nunber of issues that are dealt with on a day to
day basis. Specifically in this conmmunity board and
they’ ve certainly take to heart a lot of the
recommendati ons that the community board put forth

when this was brought to themin the public
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COW TTEE ON FI NANCES 15
approval process. And while they wanted to nake
sure they got the, the bedrock of the program
correct with clean and safe they will certainly
engage on ot her issues that you nention.

COUNCI L MEMBER BREVWER: Do you have any
exanpl es of other things that they m ght be
consi deri ng?

ASSI STANT COW SSI ON METTHAM  So
they’re primarily | ooking at open space and
greening, traffic control, pedestrian safety,
that’ s a huge issue around the Hi ghland Tunne
entrance, | nean the Lincoln Tunnel entrance, other
capi tol technical assistance prograns and, target,
targeted sanitation prograns as well.

COUNCI L MEMBER BREVER: | nean | won’t
belittle, belabor the part but an exanpl e would be
we're all trying to...I know there’ s a schoo
etcetera. | nmean there’'s |lots of wonderful things
that are part of this BID. We're trying to nake
school s be nore year around and nore open in other
words a real community school which could involve
busi nesses. Sonet hi ng, Col onbia University is doing
a great job as an exanple with a school the

community board sits on the SLT. Maybe a busi ness
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COW TTEE ON FI NANCES 16
person could sit on the SLT. W got to figure out a
way of making the business community part of the
nei ghbor hood and t he nei ghbor hood part of the
busi ness conmunity and all | can say is all those
shoul d be thinking about this since you re starting
fromscratch. Traffic is great, planting is great,

etcetera but sonething nore. And you know the

seniors, | don’'t know how many seniors are going
to, I don’t know, people are going to get old
t hough at sone point. So | want to, | wish, | hope

you can think of sonething that’'s nore and organic
and that could start...And the community board s a
good place to have ideas frombut so far | haven't
heard any. So thank you.

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A: Does any ot her
counci | nmenber have any questions? W' re not seeing
that. Thank you very nmuch SBS. What ?

COWM SSI ONER BHARGAVA:  Shoul d, shoul d
we nmove on to Hudson Square and the assessnents or...

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A: | thought you did
all three.

COW SSI ONER BHARGAVA: No.

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A: On.

COW SSI ONER BHARGAVA: |, we didn’t.
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COW TTEE ON FI NANCES 17

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A: Al right, do al
t hr ee.

COWM SSI ONER BHARGAVA: Ckay. So novi ng
on to Hudson Square. | w sh to express our support
for the city council resolution setting the date,
time, and place for a public hearing considering a
| ocal | aw which authorizes changes in the
assessnent of certain district properties in the
Hudson Square busi ness inprovenent district which
falls entirely within city council district three
represented by speaker Christine Quinn. The purpose
of the district plan anmendnment is to provide a
fundi ng source to address the inpact of new
devel opnent and provi de additional open space and
recreation inprovenents in and i rmedi ately around
the district. The anendment creates a six
assessnent class, class F for devel opnent
properties under the special Hudson Square district
zoni ng enacted by March, on March 20'", 2013. Under
this new class all properties within the BID
constructed as, converted to, or enlarged to
i nclude new residential use will pay a onetine
assessnment of five dollars per square foot of

residential use at the tine that a tenporary
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COW TTEE ON FI NANCES 18
certificate of occupancy is granted by the New York
City Departnment of Buildings. Funds collected from
the onetine assessnent in class F wll be deposited
by the BIDinto a not-for-profit area open space
speci al inprovenent fund designated by the New York
City Departnment of Parks and Recreation or to an
account maintained by the Parks Departnent for the
pur pose of active recreation space or open space
i nprovenents. The Parks Department will determ ne
appropriation of these funds in consultation with

conmunity board two. Reactivate creation space and

open space inprovenents will be in the Hudson
Squar e nei ghbor hood and will benefit the properties
in the BID

Fol I ow ng the issue on the assessnent
increases. | wish to express our support for city
council resolution setting the date, tine, and
pl ace for a public hearing concerning an increase
in the amount of expended in nine business
i mprovenent districts. The nine BIDs will arrange
for the publication of the notice of the public
hearing at |east once in a |ocal newspaper having
general circulation in the districts specifying the

ti me when, and the place where the hearing wll be
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COW TTEE ON FI NANCES 19
hel d and stating the proposed anobunt to be expended
annual ly. In addition the BIDs will mail notices to
property owners providing themw th information
about the public hearings as well as reasons for
the request for the increase assessnents. The nine
Bl Ds requesting increases of annual expenditures
are doing so to address vital needs in changing
conditions. These increases will further expand,
rei nforce, and strengthen existing core services
currently provided in the business districts. The
BIDs wish to increase the anmobunt of expended
annual | y begi nning on July 1%, 2015 as foll ows.
165'" Street Mall from 168,724 to 200, 000, DUVBO
from 500, 000 to 650, 000, Fashion Center from
5, 750, 000 to 7,850,000, 800, Fulton Mall from
1,501,500 to 1,537,500, Grand Street from 180,

181, 000, 168 to 226, 460, 000, Lower East Side from
335,600 to 900, 074, 974,600, Lincoln Square from 2
mllion to 2.5 mllion, Sutphin Boulevard from 177
to 252 thousand, and Tinmes Square from 11, 685, 440
to 12,638,972. Thank you do you have any questions?

|’d be happy to answer them
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COW TTEE ON FI NANCES 20

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A: Does any counci |
menber have any questions? No. Thank you very nuch.
Ckay. Yes, yeah, yeah, yeah

UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE: W wi Il now t ake
testinmony fromthe public on the BIDs. W will hear
from Bar bara Cohan, Joshua Burstein, Scott
Mtchell, and Laura Kirschbaum Please |[imt your
testinmony to two minutes each please.

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A:  You shoul dn’ t have
said that because you [off mc] let ne testify.

BARBARA COHAN: Okay. My nane is Barbara
Cohan. I'’mthe BID consultant to the Hudson Yards
Pl anni ng Conmittee. The unani nous approval of the
communi ty board speaks well of the conmmunity
| eaders and area stakehol ders who work together as
a planning commttee to create a BID plan for this
exi sting and energi ng m xed use nei ghbor hood. The
di verse group of comm tted vol unteers warned about
Bl Ds, identified neighborhood issues and
priorities, followed the many steps of BID
formation, and recogni zed that the Hudson Yards
special zoning district sets the stage for new
devel opnent and nei ghbor hood change. The BID pl an

was carefully crafted to address nei ghbor hood
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COW TTEE ON FI NANCES 21
i ssues of today and the needs of tonobrrow. Strike a
bal ance of old and new, conmercial and residentia
I's fundanental as the plan prepares for the
mai nt enance of the new Hudson Park currently under
construction and provides district w de services
and i nprovenents that support the broader
nei ghborhood. Its initial 1.2 mllion dollar budget
represents what’s needed for the BID program and
what the current profile of the area properties can
support. Future needs can be net with the maxi num
budget of three mllion dollars. The BI D assessnent
formula, a blend of assessed val ue on square
f oot age al t hough appears conplicated at first
gl ance ensures a high level of fairness applied to
the wi de range of property types that exists now
and, and in the future. Qutreach was extensive and
opportunity was and still is available for all to
partici pate. Docunented support was significantly
58 percent of total assessed tax slots and about 70
percent of resident owners approving the plan.
Lastly the Pl anning Commttee and the community
board both acknow edge the inportance of
nei ghbor hood identity. The BID s website, Hudson

Yards Hell’'s kitchen’s newest nei ghborhood, and the
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COW TTEE ON FI NANCES 22
communi ty board suggested Hudson Yards Hell’s
Kitchen Alliance represented supportive
relationship that will serve the nei ghborhood well
for years to cone. If | my I'd like to just also
read fromthe co-chair Kevin Singleton who' s unable
to be here today from TF Cornerstone. He wites TF
Cor ner st one owns and nmanages approxi mately 1, 300
residential units and 45 thousand square feet of
retail space in the Hudson Yards BID area. Wile
the business is, while our business is about what
we build it is often the space around our buil di ngs
that is the nost inportant. The sidewal ks, streets,
par ks that surround our buil dings are where people
neet and the community lives. Qur vision for rea
estate devel opnent cones as a long termview, not a
short termthinking. W | ook for opportunities
where we can hel p a nei ghborhood grow and invol ve.
W' ve cut in construction the new Hudson Park
ext ensi ons nunber 79 and the construction com ng
online... The Hudson Yards BID will support conmunity
board 4 as an advocate for the district. A BID plan
of something into services will no doubt serve both
the established Hell’ s Kitchen nei ghborhood and the

ener gi ng Hudson Yards therefore we approve the
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COW TTEE ON FI NANCES 23

formati on of the Hudson Yards BID and expect to
contribute al nost 20 percent of the first year’s
budget with a heiress payer to support the BID s
pl an of services and inprovenents for the area.

Kevi n Singl eton, Executive Vice President, TF

Cornerstone. And lastly 1’1l also submit fromthe
norning group a letter of support as well. Thank
you.

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A: Thank you. Next.

[off m c comments]

JOSHUA BERNSTEI N:  Good norni ng. My name
is Joshua Bernstein. |I’mone of the co-chairs of
t he Hudson Yards Hell’'s Kitchen Alliance Steering
Committee. | amalso a nenber of the board of
directors of the G ass Farnmhouse condoni ni um where
I live which is a m xed use condom ni um bui | di ng
| ocated in the very heart of the proposed new
district. Qur building is very much a macrocosm of
the district. It contains a diverse mx of
commerci al uses include, including Iight
manufacturers and distributors as well as
phot ographers, artists, and many residents. The
Hudson, as you know t he Hudson Yards nei ghbor hood

I s undergoi ng trenmendous changes. Since the
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rezoning in 2005 there has been a steady influx of
residential tenants to the nei ghborhood. Wth the
conpl etion of the new nunber seven subway |ine and
the office towers that are going to be created at
t he Hudson Yards rail site. Tens of thousands of
commuters will be entering our neighborhood every
day. It’s ny view that the Hudson Yards Hell’s
Kitchen Alliance will play a pivotal role in
ensuring the viability of our distinctive

nei ghbor hood while it goes through this period of
enornous change. The alliance will support our

busi nesses, address | ongstandi ng probl ens of
traffic safety and pedes, excuse ne, pedestrian
safe, safety and traffic congestion, and nost
inmportantly it will also assunme responsibility for
t he mai ntenance of a newy created four block park.
Unlike BIDs in primarily business districts
residents will have a meaningful voice in
establishing BID priorities and ensuring that BID
nonies are applied in a way that’s nmeani ngful for
bot h busi nesses and residents in the nei ghborhood.
In short the Hudson Yards Hell’s Kitchen Alliance
is not just for businesses. It will be a benefit to

everyone who |ives and works in this unique
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nei ghbor hood. | thank you and | encourage your
support for the proposed Hudson Yards Hell’s
Kitchen Alliance.

SCOTT M TCHELL: |’ m Scott Mtchell and
hello. I’mthe president of the Orion Condo Board;
it’s a 550 unit condo in the proposed busi ness
district. | just wanted, | cane here to express
this point of, of knowi ng the board that the
menbers of our group who live inside of our
bui | ding that BID group has done a very good job of
comng forward to us asking for our input. They had
a nmeeting with us on site and both our condo board
and all of, alnost all of our individual owners are
supporting this program because it’'s, it’'s what’s
necessary for the area we live in. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A: Thank you. Next.

LAURA KI RSCHBAUM My nane is Laura
Kirschbaum | represent Extell Devel opnent. We're an
active property owner and devel oper with a | ong
hi story on the west side and we’ve been a nenber of
the BID Planning Conm ttee since the beginning. I'm
here today to speak in favor of the BID which we

are pleased to support.




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

COW TTEE ON FI NANCES 26

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A: Thank you very
much. Before we hear the rest of the people to
testify on these BIDs, while |I have a quorum |’ m
going to call a vote. Alright we'll call the vote.
Pl ease call the vote.

W LLIAM MARTIN. WIlliam Martin vote,
commttee clerk. Roll call vote Commttee on
Fi nance. Council nenber Recchi a.

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A: | vote aye and
encourage all ny nenbers to vote aye on all itens
on today’ s cal endar.

W LLI AM MARTI N: Reyna.

COUNCI L MEMBER REYNA: | vote aye.

W LLI AM MARTI N:  Br ewer .

COUNCI L MEMBER BREWER: | vote aye and
I’ma supporter of BIDs but I do want themto think
nore creatively about schools and thinking of ways
t hat young people can have a direct pipeline to the
busi ness conmunity and then | think that should ne
as much a part of their mssion as the
under st andabl e cl eanli ness and security. | vote
aye.

W LLI AM MARTI N: Conri e.
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COUNCI L MEMBER COVRIE: [off mc] | vote
aye.

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A: It’s on now.

COUNCI L MEMBER COVRIE: | vote aye.

W LLI AM MARTI N: Fidler.

COUNCI L MEMBER FI DLER: Aye.

W LLI AM MARTI N:  Jackson.

COUNCI L MEMBER JACKSON: Aye.

W LLI AM MARTI N:  Koppel |

COUNCI L MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

W LLI AM MARTI N: Cabr er a.

COUNCI L MEMBER CABRERA: Aye.

W LLI AM MARTI N: Kosl owi t z.

COUNI L MEMBER KOSLOW TZ: Aye.

W LLI AM MARTI N: (ddo.

COUNCI L MEMBER ODDO | vote yes on all
Wi th the exception of the three preconsi dered resos
on the tax raise to current base proportion and the
adj ust ed base proportion on which | vote no.

W LLI AM MARTIN: By a vote of 10 in the
affirmative, zero in the negative, and no
abstentions all itenms have been adopted with the
exception of the three preconsidered resol utions

regardi ng tax rates which have been adopted by a
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vote of nine in the affirmative, one in the
negati ve, and no abstentions. Menbers pl ease sign
the conmttee reports.

COUNCI L MEMBER RI FKIN: [of f m c]
.conmittee reports. [crosstalk] .commttee reports.
Get your conmittee reports.

CHAl RPERSON RECCHI A: Okay Rifkin. [off
m c] Alright borough president left from Staten
I sl and...Cal|l the next panel.

UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE: We wi || now hear
from Layton Hower, M chael Meola, Kathleen Treat,
and Cornelius Byrne.

WLLIAM MARTIN: [off mic] If your nanme
was cal |l ed pl ease cone up. If you have any copies
of statenents have themready. 1'Il take them now.

[ backgr ound coment s]

LAYTON HONER: Good norni ng and t hank
you for this opportunity to speak. My nane is
Layton Hower and |I'’mthe Director of Finance and
Human Resources for the Baryshni kov Arts Center
| ocated at 450 West 37'" Street. M khai
Bar yshni kov established the Baryshni kov Arts Center
in 2005 as a creative |aboratory where artists

t hroughout the world could create and present work
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t hrough BAC s artistic residency program which
provi des artists with space and resources to
devel op new projects and BAC s presenting program
where by | ocal and international dance, nusic,
theatre, and nultinedia artists performin BAC s
theatre spaces. Approximately 500 artists and in
nore than 22 thousand audi ence nenbers visit BAC
annual ly. Many of these artists and audi ence
menbers whether they live in New York Gty or other
parts of the world are visiting the Hudson Yards
nei ghbor hood for the first time when they visit the
Baryshni kov Arts Center. BAC depends on
establ i shing ongoing relationships with artists and
audi ence nenbers and the Hudson Yards BID w | |
support this endeavor by providi ng nuch needed
greeni ng, sanitation, and pedestrian safety
services to the nei ghborhood. W believe that the
Hudson Yards BID will greatly enhance the quality
of life and attractiveness of our nei ghborhood and
the Baryshni kov Arts Center enthusiastically
supports the establishnment of the Hudson Yards
busi ness i nprovenent district. Thank you.

M CHAEL MECLA: Good norning. My nane is

M chael Meola and | represent Covenant House New
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York. We are an international social services
agency headquartered in New York City. Qur main New
York facility has been located at 10'" Avenue and
West 41%' Street since 1983. W serve nore than
3,000 honel ess youth per year providing safe
shelter, training, health services, counseling, and
a range of other services. | wanted to express our
strong support for the formation of the Hudson
Yards BID. W’ ve been intricately involved with the
Bl D pl anni ng process and are excited about the
services that to the area the BID will provide. To
council nmenber Brewer’s point we are excited about
the opportunity to prevent, to present additiona
vol unteering and training opportunities for our
residents through the BID. Mst inportantly the BID
will provide a useful formfor |arge property
owners, nonprofits, small business owners, and
residents to identify and work together on the
area’ s issues. Thank you and we | ook forward to
working with all of you through the BID and ot her
ways in inproving our hone the greater Hudson Yards
Hel | *s Kitchen area. Thank you.

KATHLEEN TREAT: Good norning | am

Kat hl een Treat, chair of the Hell's Kitchen
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nei ghbor hood association. Hell's Kitchen is rapidly
changi ng from a poor nei ghborhood of inmmgrants to
a very tall neighborhood of well-heel ed financiers.
The big noney however does not trickle down and |
am convi nced that we need this BID for basic
anenities. Sonme of the things on ny wish list would
i nclude help for our head start program There's a
smal |l programin our nei ghborhood that rai ses noney
and buys bus tickets and train tickets for high
school kids who for instance need to get to Al bany
for a college interview or sone place in Jersey.
There’s a | ot of kids who don’t have noney...

COUNCI L MEMBER BREVER: Kat hl een hol d on
one second. The result of that programis
phenonenal . As a result of that program a young
woman is at Princeton for four years on a ful
schol ar shi p.

KATHLEEN TREAT: That’s marvel ous.
hope we have a Il ot nore kids |ike that in our
nei ghbor hood. W need our sidewal ks repaired. W
need confortabl e benches for weary shoppers. W
have several senior prograns in our nei ghborhood

that all could use a financial boost. That’s about
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it. A well naintai ned neighborhood is a safe
nei ghbor hood.

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A: Ckay.

KATHLEEN TREAT: Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A: Thank you very
much. Next.

CORNELI US BYRNE: Good norni ng. My nane
is Cornelius Byrne and I own a horse carriage
stabl e on West 37'" Street between 10'" and 11'F
Avenue. In that area which is right in the heart of
this BID district we’ve had a | ot of problens
lately with cars being broken into. A lot of
vi ol ence starting on the streets. Now you m ght
have noticed ny crutches. | went to get in ny car
on Cctober the 3'% and guy surprised ne who had
broken in the window and | tried to do, to stop him
and he was able to take out a lug wench, a big
truck lug wench and hit nme across the back of ny
| egs and broke my Achilles tendon. So safety and
security is a nmain issue here for this whole area.
You know with, with the Hudson Yards being
devel oped everybody brags and tal ks about the
beauty and the spl endor and the advancenents that

it’s going to be in the new gold coast of New York
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But I will tell you, you could build these
bui l dings out of, with marble floors and brass
fittings but if things aren’'t safe on the street
nobody’ s going to use them and nobody’s going to
come to them because safety on the street is very
important and that’s the city’s job. And it starts
there and it’s the city's obligation. | have a
feeling that building owers and devel opers have a
way of taking care of their own beatification once
they’'re inside their, their, their doors. But out
on the street as, if the janitor fromthat buil ding
gets nugged on the way hone you're going to end up
with an enpty house and that’s going to, that's
going to be, seempretty soft quickly. Now nayor
Bl oonberg has done a great job of keeping New York
secure and safe and he call, calls this that new
gol d coast and you have the Hudson Yards and the
Javits Center. But you know when these things get
so inportant like this the nore inportant they
becone you’' re approaching like the world trade
center. They becone terrorists [inaudible 00:37:45]
because these are the types of things that our
enemes like to blow up. So in addition to crine

you have to have increased awareness of terrorist
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problens here. And I, in ny view, | will support
t he busi ness inprovenent district but nost of the
noney has to go towards security and you got to
preserve this |egacy of security, that we're all so
confi dent and maybe too confident that we think
it’s not going to go away. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A: Thank you very
much and I’ mgoing to thank you all for comng to
testify. We're going to call the next panel. If
you, if you would like to testify since no one is
objecting to these Bl Ds okay. Call the next panel.
If you did not, you can just submt your testinony
for the record we could do that. Go ahead. W'l
all ow, we recogni ze the council nmenber from Queens,
Jimy Van Branmer to cast a vote.

W LLI AM MARTI N: Counci | menber Van
Br aner .

COUNI L MEMBER VAN BRAMER: Aye.

UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE: W wi || now hear
fromJ.D. Noland, Christian Burtet, Betty Ml ntosh,
Erica, and Erica Baptiste.

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A: Ckay good nor ni ng.

Who would like to go first?
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JOHN DANI EL NOLAND: Thank you M.
Chair. Conmttee nmenbers |’ m John Daniel Nol and.
[’mthe chair of the Cinton/Hell’s Kitchen Land
Use and Zoning Commttee, forner chair of conmmunity
board four. | want to thank you for this
opportunity briefly with ny coll eagues from
community board four to speak briefly about this
BID and to address sone of the council nenbers’
questions. The proposed BIDis located in Hell’s
Kitchen and on July 31%' Manhattan conmunity board
four voted unaninmously to approve this BID. This
was after a couple of years of robust interaction
with the steering commttee of the proposed BID
And our primary objective is to have this renaned
the Hell’s Kitchen/Hudson Yards or Hudson
Yards/Hell’s Kitchen Alliance and that’s terribly
i nportant and that enconpasses all the other
I nteractions between this new alliance and the
community. | don’t have to tell conmttee nenbers
who represent nei ghborhoods throughout New York how
I nportant community identity is. In our case we
know firsthand what Hell’s Kitchen was |ike not
that 1 ong ago with crack epidenmi c and street

prostitution and we triunph because of our sense of
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bel ongi ng to a nei ghborhood worth fighting for. W
need a sense of place, a sense of bel onging, and
that’s why we are not going to call ourselves a
busi ness i nprovenent district. We're going to cal
ourself an alliance with the new immgrants, the
shiny new buildings in Hudson Yards and the old
community. This is terribly inportant. The
juxtaposition of the two district nanes is the
outward invisible synbol of the partnership between
the established comunity and the new devel opnent.
How are we going to do that? We're going to work
very closely with the community board bi nonthly
nmeetings as nmuch as it is necessary and we’re goi ng
to fight for blocks five and six of the park. So we
support this BID, this alliance.

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A: Thank you very
much. Next pl ease.

CHRI STI AN BURTET: Hello, ny nane is
Christian Burtet and |’ mhere to speak for Martin
Treat the cofounder and chair of CHEKPEDS, a
pedestrian advocacy group with 800 nenbers in
Hel | s Kitchen. W support the creation of a
busi ness i nprovenent district from9'™" Avenue to

11th 30'" Street to 42" Street. For the |ast eight
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years our group has worked tirelessly to obtain
many traffic cal mng i nprovenent and to enhance the
street of experience in our neighborhood with this
planting of street trees, installation of tree
guards, bike | anes, [inaudible 00:42:11] and
creation of two small plaza. However the |ack of
sustai ned funding and full time staff has prevented
us fromproperly maintaining these hard earned
i nprovenent or to fulfill basic needs |ike
sanitation and traffic agents. In a district where
t he zoni ng encourages ni xed use both our
residential and busi ness nenbers are delighted that
t he proposed HYHK alliance will conpl ement our
efforts and take themto the |evel we could never
attain. The BID priorities are closely aligned wth
the conmunity priorities and we are confident that
the proposed inclusive board will care for both the
new and old parts of the Hell’'s Kitchen and Hudson
Yards areas. This is a good idea. This is a
necessary idea. W urge you to approve the creation
of the BID.

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A: Thank you very

much.
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BETTY MCI NTOSH: Good norning |’ m Betty
Mcl nt osh nenber of community board four. As you
know t he comunity board strongly supports this bid
and | believe this bid will be good for the Hell’s
Kitchen area because it will provide predictable
mai nt enance funding for a huge three bl ock,
hopeful | y four block, maybe five block park that
will be open to the public in an area that is park
starved. It will inprove the attractiveness of the
Hel | 's Kitchen area by addi ng and nurturing green
| andscape features such as trees, flowers, and
ot her landscaping. It will fund sanitation cl eanups
as needed. Currently if you wal k al ong 9'" Avenue
you' |l see it suffers fromoverfl ow ng garbage cans
and littered sidewal ks. And it wll strengthen
pedestrian safety in an area heavily congested by
the Lincoln Tunnel and Port Authority traffic and
busses. As a representative of comunity board
four, I have been a nenber of the BID Pl anning
Committee and have been inpressed by the open
di scussions. W have had a very thorough
exam nations of issues and the BID consultants’
techni cal expertise. The committee was conposed of

a diverse group of people with representatives from
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community property owners, residents, renters, and
| ocal businesses. | think here we have a very
I nportant opportunity to support this bid to ensure
the continued vitality of the Hell’'s Kitchen area.
Thank you.

ERI CA BAPTI STE: Good norni ng counci |
menbers. My nane’s Erica Baptiste and I’ mthe
communi ty planner for Manhattan community board
four and I’"mhere this norning to speak on behal f
of the chair to Manhattan conmunity board four,
Corey Johnson in support of the proposed Hudson
Yard s business inprovenent district. The specific
aimof the proposed bid is to provide naintenance
for the Hudson Park and boul evard and district w de
services and i nprovenents that enhance the quality
of life of an exceptionally diverse popul ati on who
l'ive, work, and visit wthin the district. Four
bl ocks of this proposed six block park have been
pl anned acquiring the remaining two bl ocks in
devel opi ng them as park space nust and will remain
a priority. The proposed bid has agreed to work
with MCB four, local elected officials, and city
government to secure the devel opnent of these

bl ocks five and six of Hudson Park. | al so expect
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the proposed BID to advocate for other green space
in the district and be an active partner in
mai ntai ning street trees in open spaces that have
been created or will be created. In addition the
proposed BID will hel p address the sanitation and
traffic safety issues outside of the Hudson Park
and Boul evard primarily on 9'" Avenue and the West
34'" and West 42" Street Corridors. The proposed
plan prom ses district wide efforts will also play
a key role in enhancing the pedestrian environnent,
supporting | ocal businesses, and addressing
specific issues associated with the ngjor
transportations structures and conduits of |arge
vol unes of traffic in the formof cars, trucks, and
busses. CB4 has taken a keen interest in the
proposed formation of the proposed BID and
participated in the early planning stages and of
the 12 Steering Comm ttee neetings held over the
| ast two years. The board sent the chair of Cinton
Hel|’s Kitchen Land Use, co-chairs of its
Transportation Planning Commttee, Chel sea
Preservation Conmittee, and Housing Health and
Human Services Conmittee to the neetings. CB4’'s

participation in the planning process has been
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sust ai ned and productive. I’mconfident this
coll aboration will continue. In ny role as chair |

wor ked often with existing BlIDs, Fashion Center
BID, Tinmes Square Alliance, Lincoln Square BID

34'" Street Partnership, etcetera and have often
found them very hel pful and advocating for the area
and in working to get better delivery of city
services. They al so possess a budget beyond the
nmeager crunbs of a city community board and can
assist a comunity with planting, traffic officers,
security, sanitation, etcetera and fully expect the
sanme benefits here. Integrating an ol der
establ i shed conmunity with a strong identity and
sense of purpose and to a proposed new busi ness

i nprovenent district presents a chall enge and an
opportunity. At both the Cinton Hell’s Kitchen
Land Use Committee neeting on July 24'" 2013 and
at the full board neeting of CB4 on July 31°%,

2013. Residents and busi ness owners fromthe
proposed district expressed support for the
proposed BID with the provisional that it hel ped

I mprove the area w thout dimnishing the

di stinctive character and flavor of a diverse and

vi brant New Yor k nei ghborhood. | echo that support
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in a formthat proviso and know that the Pl anni ng
Committee of the proposed BID do too. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A: Thank you very
much. Thank you all for comng to testify today.
Next Panel .

UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE: This will be the
| ast panel to testify. Peter Wrthen, Lisa Wager,
Paul Januszewski, and June Restucci a.

JOE RESTUCCIA: My nanme is Joe
Restuccia. |I’mthe co-chair of The Housi ng and
Human Servi ces Conm ttee of Manhattan Comrunity
Board 4 and | want to offer the board’ s support for
the BID. The board voted in favor of the BID with
certain conditions and the BID has agreed to these
condi tions and has agreed to put in witing prior
to adoption of the actual BID. The board, the BID
agreed to appoint of these four residential tenant
representatives, two of those tenants being from
af f ordabl e housing, at |east one representative
froma not-for-profit. The board will, of the BID
will reflect the diversity of the neighborhood. The
board is, the BID has agreed to engage in regul ar
consul tations between the alliance and Manhattan

community board four and in the first two years to
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have quarterly nmeetings with the community board.
There will be special attention paid to the
residential enploynent of the district and the...The
BI D has agreed to incorporate the val ues of
communi ty board four including affordabl e housing,
protecting its ol der housing stock and preserving a
m xed i ncome nei ghborhood. Qur main issue was
beyond services and priorities, was identity. The
BI D has agreed not to permt banners, billboards,
street flags, or zipper displays in any form of
pronoti onal marketing on the residential streets in
southern Hell’s Kitchen and limt such pronotions
to the west of 10'" Avenue and the corridors bel ow
West 34'" Street. Sanitation will be target on West
34'" and 42" and they have agreed not to pronote a
honogeni zed unvari ed | andscapi ng wor ki ng
streetscape i nprovenents. W just want you to know
that the BID has agreed to put these conmtnents in
witing to the city council prior to the adoption
and we urge adoption of the BID

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A: Thank you.
PAUL JANUSZEWSKI : Good norning |’ m Pau
Januszewski. |’m Vice President of Planning and

Governnent Rel ati ons at Rockrose Devel opnent
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Cor poration. Rockrose has been an owner, a
devel oper, and manager of residential and
comrerci al properties in New York for over 40 years
particularly in newy devel opi ng nei ghbor hoods.
Rockrose owns a | arge devel opnent site in, within
t he Hudson Yards district between 38'" and 39'"
Street between 10'" and 11'" Avenues with over a
mllion square feet of devel opnment rights. Future
Hudson Boul evard and Park will be a great amenity
for current nei ghborhood residents and al so for our
future tenants and it’s very inportant to Rockrose
that we see that the park gets full built out from
West 339 Street to West 39'" Street. However we're
concer ned about the maintenance needs of the park
and construction of phase two of the park. Wthout
sonme action being taken now we fear that it wll
not be conpleted or that it will not be the park
that we’ ve been prom sed and that we think the
nei ghbor hood deserves. Although none of us enjoys
agreeing to pay extra for anything we recogni ze the
need to establish an ongoing stable source of
revenue for the park. And we have a group, and to
have a group solely focused on advocating for this

nei ghbor hood especially considering plans to
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di ssol ve Hudson Yards Devel opnent Corporation in
the near future. There are many new parks in this
city fighting for alimted capitol and maintenance
funds and we, we think that we need a group solely
commtted to fighting for our park. Rockrose has
been an active nenber of the BID Steering Conmittee
and we conmend Hudson Yards for what we think has
been a very inclusive planning effort. The
comm ttee has been conprised of residents, snal
busi ness owners, nonprofits, arts organi zations,
communi ty advocates, and representatives of the
| ocal community board. For these reasons we support
the formation of the BID. We think it’s in our
interest, it’s in the interest of the nei ghborhood,
and we’'re willing to pay our fair share to support
the creation of it and we encourage you all to
support the BID. Thank you for this opportunity.

CHAI RPERSON RECCHI A: Thank you.

LI SA WAGER My nane is Lisa Wager. |’'m
here to represent Doctor Joyce F. Brown, the
Presi dent of the Fashion Institute of Technol ogy
and I"’mgoing to read into the record a letter that
was initially sent to the conmunity board for

Cinton/Hell’'s Kitchen Land Use Committee in the
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nmeeti ng where this subject cane up and where it
recei ved a unani nous yes vote. I'mwiting to you
to express the Fashion Institute of Technol ogy’s
support for the proposed Hudson Yards business
i nprovenent district. As you may know nore than
1,000 FIT students reside in Kaufnman Hall | ocated
in a proposed BID area on the South side of West
31%' Street between 9'" and Dyre Avenues. For this
reason FIT has joined the Planning Commttee for
the BID which is now called the Alliance. This
predates that. Current and future generations of
students will benefit fromthe enhanced services
provi ded by the proposed BID including capital
I nprovenents to the streetscape and |lighting as
wel | as enhanced sanitation services. In particul ar
our students will benefit fromthe BID s attention
to matters of pedestrian safety as they nmake their
way each day fromthe residence hall to the canpus
on West 27'" Street between 7'" and 8'" Avenues
sonmetines nultiple tines a day. Also the BID s
commtnent to maintain the new public park under
t he managenent of the New York Gty Parks and
Recreation Departnent is comrendable. This park

wi Il be just four blocks from Kaufrman Hall and wi ||
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provi de a nmuch needed respite fromthe concrete and
for the foreseeable future extensive construction
that is occurring in the area. W |ook forward to
the opening of the first section of this new public
open space in 2014. For all of these reasons the
college is pleased to extend our support to the
Hudson Yards BID as it seeks |legislative
aut hori zation. Sincerely, Doctor Joyce F. Brown,
Presi dent.

CHAlI RPERSON RECCHI A: Thank you very
much. We haven't seen any nore testify we will keep
the vote open ‘“till 11:15.

W LLI AM MARTIN: Final vote in the
Commi ttee on Finance now stands at 11 in the
affirmative, zero in the negative, and no
abstentions with the exception of the follow ng
three preconsidered resolutions in relation to the
tax rates, adjusted base proportion, and current
base proportion which are adopted by votes of 10 in
the affirmative, one in the negative, and no
abstentions. Thank you.

UNKNOWN FEMALE: Council nmenber Julissa
Ferreras.

COUNCI L MEMBEER FERRARAS: | vote aye.
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UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE: The vote now
stands at ...
[ pause]
UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE: Council nmenber Al
Vann.
COUNCI L MEMBER ALBERT VANN: Aye on all.
UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE: The Comm ttee on
Fi nance Hearing for today Novenber 14'" 2013 is
now adj our ned.

[ gavel ]
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