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COW TTEE ON ENVI RONVENTAL PROTECTI ON 2
CHAI RPERSON GENNARG:  Ckay, Sergeant,

we're... we're ready to go. [gavel] And we are
doing this. J[off mc] Wuat tineis it? Good
norni ng by 30 seconds. Good norning by just 30
seconds. Yeah, good norning. | am Councilman Jim
Gennaro, chair of the Committee on Environmnent al
Protection, and today the conmttee will vote on
proposed Intro 1047A, which will, anong other
things, require use of five percent biofuel in
city-owned buil dings for heating purposes. Heating
oils are a major source of air pollutants in New
York City. The space heating sector is responsible
for approximtely 12 percent of the | ocal emn ssions
of particulate matter, conely called soot. They're
responsi bl e nore than vehicle traffic or power
plants. One imedi ate solution to address
pollution fromoil heat in the short-termis to use
bl ends of heating oil and biodiesel, known as
bi oheat. The use of bioheat would provide a litany
of benefits, including reduced em ssions of air
pol l utants, reducing cleaning and mai nt enance costs
of the boilers, increasing the viscosity and ease
of handling of handling of fuel oils and providing

ot her operational benefits. Let nme just say
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COW TTEE ON ENVI RONVENTAL PROTECTI ON 3
anecdotally that the city is not new to bioheat.
The city is going into its second season of
bi oheat. Last heating season, which began at the
end of 2012, was the begi nning of the Bioheat Era
in New York City. New York City currently has B2
mandate so that two percent of the volune of
heating oil sold in New York Cty is basically
vegetable oil, and that is displaced about 20
mllion gallons of nunmber two, four or six oil. W
just recently had an oversi ght hearing on the great
success of the B2 program | won't go into all the
you know, nunbers that we got fromthe
adm ni stration, but their analysis had indicated
that the clear air benefits we got fromgoing to B2
far exceeded what they thought we were going to
get, which was you know, certainly significant, and
so that’'s kind of the back story, so this is the
second bill we’'re doing on bioheat. So where are
we? kay, the use of bioheating, and back to...
you know, back to the text. The use of bioheating
fuel would al so strengthen the alternative fuels
mar ket, support regional farners and | ocal
busi nesses and i ncrease energy i ndependence and the

di versity of our energy supply. And we’'re talking
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COW TTEE ON ENVI RONVENTAL PROTECTI ON 4
about | ocal businesses here. W’re tal king about
partly those businesses and it’'s becone a big green
busi ness, where they go and they collect you know,
the fry grease and the cooking oil and you know,
thisis... | always like to refer to it as New York
City's crop. This is what we grow here. W grow
fry grease, and so we can use it now to heat our
bui | di ngs. The use of biodiesel in place of
conventional petrol eum based di esel hone heating
oil or to power generators has nmany benefits for
| ocal air quality. Em ssions and particul ate
matter, carbon nonoxi de, hydrocarbons, nitrous
oxi des and sul fur dioxide are all |ower for
bi odi esel blends than for all grades of
conventional heating oil, meaning that when you put
the bio in, the heating oil burns cleaner.

In July of 2010... okay, here’'s a
little bit of the back story. In July of 2010, the
council passed Intro 194A, and in August of that
year, the Mayor signed it into law, resulting in
the i nplenentation of Local Law 43 of 2010. That
| aw required, with sone exceptions, that buildings
in New York City that burn nunber two, nunber four

and nunber six heating oils switch to heating fuels
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COW TTEE ON ENVI RONVENTAL PROTECTI ON
that contains at |east two percent biodiesel. Thi
Local Law... right, now we’re tal ki ng about the
one... okay, this Local Law today calls for the
city to advance the use of bioheat fuel by using
five percent bioheat in all New York Gty
gover nient - owned bui | di ngs and creating a pil ot
program which would require the city to use 10
percent bi oheat, which we call B10, in at | east
five percent of city-owned buil dings for one year.
So that’s B10 in five percent of the city-owned
buil dings. After a year, the city is required to
report on the utility and also the inpedinents, if
any, to the use of 10 percent bi odi esel or bioheat
in... what we call B10 in city-owned buil di ngs.
Finally, this bill requires a one-year study and
report on the feasibility of the use of five
percent bioheat, B5, in all buildings throughout
the city, which would be issued to the Mayor and
t he Speaker and the Council, and that is due by
April 1st, 2015.

One of the goals of PlaNYC and this

5

S

council is to achieve the cleanest air of any |arge

city in the country. This |egislation previously

passed and the nmarket created by the use of
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COW TTEE ON ENVI RONMENTAL PROTECTI ON 6
bi odi esel has not... or bioheat has not only
i nproved our air quality, but it has grown jobs and
reduced the reliance on fossil fuels. This
| egislation will also provide health benefits to
t he nost vul nerabl e people. Everyone is inpacted
by poor air quality, but certain groups experience
nore serious inpacts than others due to their
greater susceptibility at the sane |levels of air
pol lution. Mbst studies have found greater
susceptibility to air pollution in vul nerable
popul ati ons including, but not limted to, the
elderly and children. O all groups
di sproportionately inpacted by air pollution
studi ed, the nost research has invol ved adverse
heal th inmpacts to children. Wth the legislation
bei ng voted on today, we will nove nuch closer to
the goal of this council and Pl aNYC and we achi eve
the health benefits nost desperately needed by the
nost vul nerabl e groups and people of our city.
Today’s vote is another step towards a nore
sustai nabl e future. Before | call for a vote, |
want to recogni ze the people who are here, but |
al so just want to comment that with regard to the

study ‘cause renenber this bill does three things.
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COW TTEE ON ENVI RONVENTAL PROTECTI ON 7
It takes city-owned buil dings and noves them from
B2 to B5, and then it takes a small percentage of
city buildings and pilots B10, and the third thing
it does is a study as to whether as to if and when
the city as a whole goes fromB2 to B5. So
that’s... and that’s a very key piece study part,
and | feel conpelled to put on the record that it
ki nd of goes w thout saying that once the
adm ni stration you know, does this study that you
know, they will involve all the rel evant
st akehol ders. Qur great partner in this has been
the, you know, New York O | Heat Association. It
was not an easy thing for themto kind of make the
transition to a, you know, full enbrace of bioheat.
It was not sonmething that all of the, you know,
busi ness nenbers of that trade organi zati on want ed
to enbrace. It is ny you know, fervent w sh that
you know, they be included in the study. | think
it’s critical that they be involved and you know,
ot her rel evant stakehol ders. The people in that
sector reached out to nme and they wanted to nake
sure that | nade that clear in ny statenent today
that they're ready and willing to be of great

assi stance to the admnistration in you know, doing
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COW TTEE ON ENVI RONVENTAL PROTECTI ON 8
the study and | think without their input in such a
study it wouldn’t have you know, quite the sane
validity as it otherw se woul d have.

So with that being said on the record,
we want to recogni ze the people who are here. W
are joined by Council Menber Koppell, Counci
Menber Val |l one, Council Menber Richards and | am
here, of course, and that nmakes a quorum | would
ask, of course, for a yes vote. That is ny
recomendation and with that, if no one wishes to
be heard on this matter on the commttee, | would
ask the clerk to call the role.

COMWM TTEE CLERK: Kevin Pin, [phonetic]
Commttee Clerk. Role call on the Conmttee on
Envi ronnental Protection. Council Menber Gennaro.

CHAlI RPERSON GENNARQ  Yes.

COW TTEE CLERK: Koppell.

COUNCI L MEMBER KOPPELL: [off mc] If |
can just abstain for a nonent...

CHAI RPERSON GENNARO  Sure

COUNCI L MEMBER KOPPELL: [off mc]
Maki ng a vote.

CHAI RPERSON GENNARO: Pl ease.
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COW TTEE ON ENVI RONVENTAL PROTECTI ON 9

COUNCI L MEMBER KOPPELL: [off mc] This
is another in a series of very fine neasures that
you’ ve brought before us. There is no doubt in ny
mnd that the air of New York is considerably
cl eaner because of things that we’ve done in the
| ast nunber of years and | can tell you having
lived in New York for many decades now, the
difference in the air quality already is quite
remar kabl e, and | know that going to conti nue.

CHAI RPERSON GENNARO  Thank you very
much, diver

COUNCI L MEMBER KOPPELL: [off mc] |
vote aye.

CHAI RPERSON GENNARO:  Thank you.

COW TTEE CLERK: Val | one.

COUNCI L MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

COW TTEE CLERK: Richards.

COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS: Aye.

COMWM TTEE CLERK: By a vote of four in
the affirmative, zero in the negative and no
abstentions, the item has been adopted, and
menbers, please sign the Commttee Report.

CHAI RPERSON GENNARGC:  Thank you. |

just want to thank all the nenbers for being here
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COW TTEE ON ENVI RONMENTAL PROTECTI ON 10
today, for their support of this bill and the many
bills that we’ve brought forward, and we wanted
make a special thank you to Council Menber Koppel
for his gracious coments, and | want to return
t hose comments, but |’ ve been chair of this
commttee for a long tine, but he was chair up at
you know, State Encon in the assenbly for nore
years than | did and it had a you know, profound
statew de i npact and the people of the state will
you know, be forever in your debt, Aiver and so
think we make a pretty good team So and with that
said, also | wish to | eave the record open if there
are ot her nenbers on their way to cast their vote,
so we will |eave the record open for the... | guess
the all owabl e period of tine to do that, 30 m nutes
| believe it is. And so then after 30 minutes, the
hearing wll be gavel ed cl osed, unless sone ot her
commttee has to cone in here and you know, do
business in the interim So thanks very nuch and
so, the record will be left open for other nenbers
to cast their votes. Thank you.

[ Pause]
COW TTEE CLERK: Levin.

COUNCI L MEMBER LEVI N:  Aye.
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COMW TTEE CLERK: The vote stands at

five in the affirmtive.

11
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