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November 14, 2013
Creation of the HY /HK Business Improvement District

Dear Council Members

My name is Christine Berthet. I am hete to speak for Martin Treat, the cofounder and
Chair of CHEKPEDS, a pedestrian advocacy group with 800 members in Hell's
Kitchen. We > support the creation of a Business Improvement District from 9 to 11%
Avenues, 30" to 42™ streets.

For the last 8 years, our group has worked tl_telessly to obtain many traffic calming
improvements and to enhance the street experience in our neighborhood with the
planting of street trees, installation of tree guards, of bike lanes, bike corrals, and creation
of two small plazas.

However the lack of sustained funding and full time staff has prevented us from
propetly maintaining these hard-earned improvements or to fulfill basic needs like
sanitation or traffic agents.

In a district where the zoning encourages mixed use, both our residential and business
membets are delighted that the proposed HY /HK bid will complement our efforts, and
take them to a level we could never attain. The BID 's priorities are closely aligned with
the community's priorities and we are confident that the proposed inclusive board will
care for both the new and old parts of the Hell's Kitchen and Hudson Yatds areas.

This is 2 good idea. This is a necessary idea. We urge you to approve the creation of this
BID, with its proposed boundaries and financing.

M. Treat, Chair

CHEKPEDS is 2 coalition of over 1,500 businesses, individuals, and institations dedieated to pedestrian safety in Clinton and HelPs
Kitchen, on the West side of Manhattan and the sponsor of the 9% Avenue Renaissance project. excom@chekpeds.com
Clinton/Hell’s Kitchen Coalition for Pedestrian Safety | 348 west 38 Street, New York, NY 10018 | (646) 623 2689 |



Covenant House Testimony

New York City Council Finance Cornmittee

RE: Hudson Yards / Hell’s Kitchen Business Improvement District

November 14, 2013

Good morning, my name is Michael Meola and [ represent Covenant House New
York. We are an international social services agency headquartered in NYC. Our
main NY facility has been located at 10% Avenue and West 415t Street since 1983.

We serve more than 3000 homeless youths per year, providing safe shelter, training,

health services, counseling and a range of other services.

I want to express our strong support for the formation of the Hudson Yards BID. We
have been integrally involved with the BID planning process, and are excited about
the services to the area that the BID will provide. We hope that through the BID we
can create additional volunteering and training opportunities for our residents.
Most importantly, the BID will provide a useful forum for large property owners,
non-profits, small businesses, and residents to identify and work together on the

area’s issues.

Thank you and we look forward to working with all of you, through the BID and in

other ways, in improving our home, the greater Hudson Yards / Hells Kitchen area.

Michael N. Meola

Consultant for Covenant House NY
michael.n.meola@gmail.com
917.597.9931



November 14, 2013

Dear members of the Finance Committee of the City Council of New York City,

Thank you for this opportunity to speak in favor of the Hudson Yards Business Improvement
District. My name is Layton Hower and I am the Director of Finance and Human Resources for
the Baryshnikov Arts Center (BAC) , located at 450 West 37"™ street, between 9% and 10™ avenues.

Mikhail Baryshnikov established the Baryshnikov Arts Center in 2005 as a creative laboratory
where artists throughout the world could ¢réaté and presént work. Through BAC’s Artist
Residency Program, which provides artists with space and resources to develop new projects, and
BAC’s Presenting Program, whereby local and international dance, music, theater and multi-media
artists perform in BAC’s theater spaces, approximately 500 artists and more than 22,000 audience
members visit BAC annually. Many of these artists and audience members, whether they live in
New York City or in other parts of the world, are visiting the Hudson Yards neighborhood for the
first time when they first visit BAC. BAC depends on establishing ongoing relationships with
artists and audience members and the Hudson Yards BID will support this endeavor by providing
much needed greening; sanitation and pedestrian safety services to our neighborhood. The
Baryshnikov Arts Center is very proud of the Hudson Yards neighborhood and of the creative
people and vibrant businesses that are its neighbors. We believe that the Hudson Yards BID will
greatly enhance the quality of life and attractiveness of our neighborhood and the Baryshnikov
Arts Center enthusiastically supports the establishment of the Hudson Yards Business
Improvement District.

Thank You,

Layton Hower
Director of Finance and Humait Résources
Baryshnikov Arts Center



Good Morning. My name is Joshua Bernstein. | am one of the co-
chairs of the Hudson Yards/Hell’s Kitchen Alliance Steering Committee. |
am also a member of the Board of Directors of the Glass Farmhouse
Condominium, which is a mixed-use condominium building iocated in
the heart of the proposed new district. Our building is very much a
microcosm of the neighborhood as a whole. It contains a diverse mix of
businesses, including light manufacturers and distributors, as well as
photographers, artists and residential unit owners.

The Hudson Yards neighborhood has undergone enocrmous
changes since it was rezoned in 2005. There has been a steady influx of
residential tenants to newly constructed, market-rate apartment
buildings. With the completion of the new number 7 subway station
and surrounding office towers, tens of thousands of commuters will
flood into the neighborhood every single day.

- The Hudson Yards/Hell’s Kitchen Alliance will play a pivotal role in
insuring the viability of our distinctive neighborhood during this period
of enormous change. The Alliance will support our businesses, address
long standing problems of traffic congestion and pedestrian safety and
assume responsibility for the maintenance of a newly constructed,
four-block park. Unlike BIDS in primarily business districts, residents
will have a voice in establishing BID priorities and ensuring that BID
assessments are spent on issues of importance to businesses and
residents alike.

In short, the Hudson Yards/ Hell’s Kitchen Alliance isn’t just for
businesses; it will benefit everyone who lives and works in this unique,
mixed use neighborhood. | thank you for your time and encourage you
to support the creation of the Hudson Yards/Hell’s Kitchen Alliance.



ROCKROSE

666 FIFTH AVENUE » STH FLOOR « NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10103 » 212.847.3700 » F 212.757.1875

To: New York City Council Finance Committee

From: Paul Januszewski

Re: Testimony in Support of Proposed Hudson Yards BID
Date: 11/14/13

My name is Paul Januszewski, and I am Vice President of Planning and Government
Relations at Rockrose Development Corp. Rockrose has been an owner, developer, and
manager of residential and commercial properties in New York City for over 40 years,
particularly in newly developing neighborhoods. Rockrose owns a large development site in
Hudson Yards, between 38" and 39" Streets, between 10" and 11" Avenues, with over one
million square feet of development rights.

The future Hudson Yards Boulevard and Park will be a major amenity for current
neighborhood residents and for all of our future tenants, and it is very important to Rockrose
to see that the park gets fully built out, from West 33" Street to West 39" Street. However,
we are concerned about the maintenance needs of the park and construction of Phase 2 of the
park. Without some action being taken, we fear that it will not be completed or that it will not
be the park that we have ail been promised and that this neighborhood deserves.

Although none of us enjoys agreeing to pay additional fees for anything, we recognize the
need to establish on ongoing, stable source of revenue for the park, and to have a group
solely focused on advocating for this neighborhood, especially considering plans to dissolve
Hudson Yards Development Corporation in the near future. There are many new parks in this
city fighting for very limited capital and maintenance dollars. We need someone solely
committed to fighting for our park.

Rockrose has been an active member of the BID Steering Committee, and we commend
Hudson Yards lor what has been a very inclusive planning effort. The committee has been
comprised of residents. small business owners, non-profits, arts organizations. property
owners. and representatives of the local community board.

For these reasons. we believe the formation of the BID is in our interest and in the best
interest of the neighborhood. We are willing to pay our fair share to support the creation of
the BID. and we strongly encourage you all to support its formation. Thank you for this
opportunity to offer testimony.

ROCKROSE DEVELOPMENT CORP.
OWNER » MANAGER « DEVELOFER
SINCE 1970



HY BID Testimony
November 14, 2013
City Council Hearing

My name is Laura Kirschbaum and | represent Exiell Development. As an active
property owner and developer with a long history on the west side, Extell has
been a member of the HY BID Planning Committee from the start.

[ am here this morning to speak in favor of the BID, which we are pleased to
support.

As a property owner, Extell's interests are aligned with long-time Hudson Yards
residents and business owners. We look forward to the new Hudson Park and
the extension of the 7 Line. We want well lit streets and sidewalks, a safe
pedestrian environment and a variety of stores and services. We believe that
supporting the HY BID is a means to achieving these goals, working side by side
with the Community Board and government agencies.



November 14, 2013
Proposed Hudson Yards Business Improvement District INT-1186-2013

My name is Barbara J. Cohen. I am the BID consultant to the Planning
Committee.

The unanimous approval by the community board speaks well of commumity
leaders and area stakeholders who worked together as a planning committee to
create a bid plan for this existing and emerging mixed use neighborhood. The
diverse group of committed volunteers learned about BIDs, identified
neighborhood issues and priorities, followed the many steps of BID formation and
recognized that the Hudson Yards Special Zoning District sets the stage for new
development and neighborhood change.

The BID plan was carefully crafted to address neighborhood issues of today and
the needs of tomorrow. Striking a balance of old and new, commercial and
residential, is fundamental as the plan prepares for the maintenance of the new
Hudson Park currently under construction, and provides District Wide Services and
Improvements that support the broader neighborhood.

Its initial 1.2 million budget represents what’s needed for the bid program and
what the current profile of the area’s properties can support. Future needs can be
met with the maximum budget of $3 million. The bid assessment formula, a blend
of assessed value and square footage, although appears complicated at first glance,
ensures a high level of fairness applied to the wide range of property types that
exists now and is expected in the future.

Outreach was intensive and opportunity was, and still is available for all to
participate.

Documented Support was significant with 58% of total assessed taxlots and about
70% of resident owners approving the Plan.

Lastly, the Planning Committee and the Community Board both acknowiedge the
importance of neighborhood identity ...... the BID’s website “Hudson Yards, Hell’s
Kitchen’s Newest Neighborhood” ... and the community board’s suggested
“Hudson Yards/Hell’s Kitchen Alliance” represent a supportive relationship that
will serve the neighborhood well for years to come.



November 13, 2013

Members of the City Councif Finance Committee
City Hall
New York, New York

Re: Expression of Support for the Hudson Yards BID

Dear Members of the Committee,

The Moinian Group through its affiliates has a major stake in the successful completion of the
revitalization of Hudson Yards. We own ane of the “Four Corners” properties, bounded by 34" Street,
11" Avenue and the newly created Hudson Boulevard. This asset is one of our crown jewels that will
become a 1,800,000 square foot, state-of-the-art mixed use building. We have a number of other land
parcels along 11" Avenue including at 42" Street, an approximately 1200 unit rental apartment building
under construction in the NYC 80/20 affordable housing program.

Hudson Boulevard Park is slated to be a community asset which will form the backbone of the
neighborhood. It and the surrounding Hudson Yards area need a well-conceived operating entity which
will ensure the long-term, high-quality presence. of the amenities currently being built. Business
Improvement Districts have been the innovative overlay that assures community involvement and
appropriate funding for public infrastructure investments like Hudson Boulevard and its environs. A
great deal of preparatory wark by al segments of the community has gone inte formulating the plan for
the Hudson Yards Business Improvement District (BID).

We strongly support the formation of the BID and are fully prepared to fund the incremental
taxes required for its operation. We are weil aware—and are deeply concerned—that not having the BID
in place would jeopardize the timely opening of the Hudson Boulevard Park. We believe that there is no
controversy in the community regarding the establishment of this BID. We urge the Finance Committee
and the entire City Council to expeditiously approve the formation of the BID.

Sincerely,

(et

Oskar Brecher
Executive Vice President
Director of Development

THE MOINIAN GROUP

3 COLUMBUS CIRCLE, SUITE 2300, NEW YORK. NY 10023 P 212.808.40060 F 212.808.4118 w WWW.MOINIANGRQUF.COM



TFCORNERSTONE

November 14, 2013

Mr. Domenic Recchia, Chair
Committee on Finance

New York City Council

250 Broadway

New York, NY 10038

Re: Proposed Hudson Yards Business Improvement District

Dear Chairman Recchia:

My name is Kevin P. Singleton, Executive Vice President of TF Cornerstone Inc., and Co-chair of the
Hudson Yards BID Planning Committee. TF Cornerstone owns and manages approximately 1,300
residential units and 45,000 square feet of retail space in the Hudson Yards BID area.

While our business is about what we build, it is often the space around our buildings that is the most
important. The sidewalks, streets and parks that surround our buildings are where people meet and
the community lives. Our vision for real estate development encompasses a long-term view, not

short-term thinking. We look for opportunities where we can help a neighborhood grow and evolve.

With current construction of the new Hudson Park, extension of #7 subway line, and the new
construction coming on-line, the Hudson Yards BID will support Community Board 4 as an advocate
for the district. The BID Plan of supplemental services and improvements will no doubt serve both the
established Hell's Kitchen neighborhood and the emerging Hudson Yards.

Therefore, we approve of the formation of the Hudson Yards BID and expect to contribute almost
20% of the first year's budget (the highest payer) to support the BID's plan of services and
improvements for the area.
Sincerely,

/@- C’\

Kevin P. Singleton
Executive Vice President

Building on Tradition

387 Park Avenuve South | New York, NY 10076 | #212.672.1000 | # 212.672.1001 | tfc.com



ELIZABETH DE LEON STATEMENT
BEFORE NEW YORK CITY COUNCIL FINANCE COMMITTEE
November 14, 2013

Good morning Mr. Chairman and members of the Finance Committee, I am Elizabeth De Leon
Bhargava, Deputy Commissioner, Department of Small Business Services (SBS). I am joined today by

my Assistant Commissioner, James Mettham.

I wish to express our support for the City Council resolution setting the date, time and place for a public
hearing concerning an increase in the amount to be expended in 9 Business Improvement Districts

(BIDs).

The 9 BIDs will arrange fbr the publication of a notice of the public hearing at least once in a local
newspaper having general circulation in the districts specifying the time when and the place where the
hearing will be held and stating the proposed amount to be expended annually. In addition, the BIDs will
mail notices to property owners providing them with information about the public hearing as well as

reasons for their requests for the increased assessments.

The 9 BIDs requesting increases of annual expenditures are doing so to address vital needs and changing
conditions. These increases will further expand, reinforce and strengthen existing core services
currently provided in the business districts. The BIDs wish to increase the amount to be expended
annually beginning on July 1, 2015, as follows: (1) 165™ Street Mall, from $168,724 to $200,000; (2)
DUMBO, from $500,000 to $650,000; (3) Fashion Center, from $5,750,000 to $7,800,000; (4) Fulton Mall,
from $1,501,500 to $1,537,500; (5) Grand Street, from $181,168 to $226,460; (6) Lower East Side, from
$335,600 to $974,600; (7) Lincoln Square, from $2,000,000 to $2,500,000; (8) Sutphin Boulevard, from
$177,000 to $252,000; and (9) Times Square, from $11,685,440 to $12,638,972.

Thank you.



ELIZABETH DE LEON BHARGAVA STATEMENT
BEFORE NEW YORK CITY COUNCIL FINANCE COMMITTEE
November 14, 2013

Good morning Mr. Chairman and members of the Finance Committee, I am Elizabeth De Leén
Bhargava, Deputy Commissioner at the Department of Small Business Services (SBS). Iam joined
today by my Assistant Commissioner, James Mettham.

I wish to express our support for the City Council resolution setting the date, time and place for a public
hearing considering a local law which authorizes changes in the assessment of certain district properties in

the Hudson Square Business Improvement District (BID), which falls entirely within City Council District

3, represented by Speaker Christine Quinn.

The purpose of the District Plan amendment is to provide a funding source to address the impact of new
development and provide additional open space and recreation improvements in and immediately around
the district. The amendment creates a sixth assessment class, Class F, for Development Properties under
the Special Hudson Square District Zoning, enacted on March 20“‘, 2013. Under this new class, all
properties within the BID constructed as, converted to, or enlarged to include new residential use will
pay a one-time assessment of five dollars ($5.00) per square foot of residential use at the time that a
Temporary Certificate of Occupancy is granted by the NYC Department of Buildings.

Funds collected from the One Time Assessment on Class F will be deposited by the BID into a not-for-
profit, Area Open Space Special Improvements Fund, designated by the NYC Department of Parks and
Recreation or to an account maintained by the Parks Department, for the purpose of active recreation
space or open space improvements. The Parks Department will determine appropriation of these funds,
in consultation with Community Board 2. The active recreation space and open space improvements will
be in the Hudson Square neighborhood and will benefit the properties in the BID.

Thank you.



Fashion Institute Seventh Avenue at 27 Street Office of the President
of Technolagy New York City 100015992 telephone 212 217.4000
www.fitnyc.edu fax z12 217.4001

July 31, 2013

Jean-Daniel Noland

Chair, Clinton/Hell’s Kitchen Land Use Committee
Manhattan Community Board 4

330 West 42nd Street, 26th Floor

New York, New York 10036

Dear Chair Noland,

I am writing to you to express the Fashion Institute of Technology’s support for the proposed
Hudson Yards Business Improvement District.

As you may know, more than 1,000 FIT students reside in Kaufman Hall, located in the
proposed BID area, on the south side of West 31* Street, between Ninth and Dyer avenues.
For this reason, FIT has joined the planning committee for the BID.

Current and future generations of students will benefit from the enhanced services provided
by the proposed BID, including capital improvements to the streetscape and lighting, as well
as enhanced sanitation services.

In particular, our students will benefit from the BID’s attention to matters of pedestrian
safety, as they make their way each day from the residence hall to the campus on West 27%
Street between Seventh and Eighth avenues, sometimes multiple times a day.

Also, the BID’s commitment to maintain the new public park under the management of the
New York City Parks and Recreation Department is commendable. This park will be just
four blocks from Kaufman Hall, and will provide a much needed respite from the concrete
and — for the foreseeable future — extensive construction that is occurring in the area. We
look forward to the opening of the first section of this new public open space in 2014.

For all of these reasons, the college is pleased to extend our support to the Hudson Yards
BID as it seeks legislative anthorization. '

Sincerely,

e oo

Dr. Joyce F. Brown
President

A State University of New York College of Art and Design, Business and Technology



Testimony by Betty Mackintosh about the Hudson Yards BID Proposal
for City Council Finance Committee Public Hearing 11/14/13

e Good morning. | am Betty Mackintosh, member of CB 4. The
Board strongly supports the HY BID.

e | believe that this BID will be good for the Hell's Kitchen area
because it will:

o provide predictable maintenance funding for a huge three-
block park that will be open to the public in an area which
is park-starved

o improve the attractiveness of the Hell's Kitchen area by
adding and nurturing green streetscape features such as
trees, flowers, and other landscaping

o fund sanitation clean-ups as needed. Currently 9™
Avenue suffers from overflowing garbage cans and
littered sidewalks.

o strengthen pedestrian safety in an area congested by
Lincoln Tunnel and Port Authority traffic and buses.

¢ As a representative of CB 4, | have been a member of the HY
BID Planning Committee and have been impressed by the open
discussions we have had, our very thorough examinations of
issues, and the BID consultants’ technical expertise. The
committee was composed of a diverse group of people — with
representatives of the community, property owners, residents,
renters, and local businesses.

e |think we have a very important opportunity now to support the
HY BID to ensure the continued vitality of the Hell's Kitchen
area.
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THE COUNCIL Ty
THE C(ITY OF NEW YORK °

A ppew%me Card

I'intend to appear and speak on Int. No. —  Res. No.
infavor [ in opposition

- !‘ 'Ddte:
, (PLEASE PRINT) -
Name: \ AW ‘ S SIS J(. N .
Address: €66 4R Rw ™ 10103

: I represent: raQ.r Jﬁ*‘ﬁ)% @QW‘CO\'\./j( Cc
.Address Sonl_ SIS ..’_f

S o
L!‘ ’ Please complete this card and return to thg.{?er“geam-at-A‘rm.‘g - ‘ .
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