Res. No. 4

..Title

Resolution calling on the New York State Senate to pass S.3584, a bill to amend the election law in relation to establishing an Instant Runoff Voting method for certain local elections.

..Body

By Council Members Garodnick, Brewer and James. 

Whereas, Instant Runoff Voting (“IRV”) is a form of balloting in which voters rank their candidates in preferential order, and, if no candidate receives a majority of first-choice votes in the initial round of voting, a run-off instantly occurs in which the candidates with the fewest votes are eliminated and their voters’ second, and in some cases, third choice gets counted with the remaining ballots until one candidate wins a majority of the votes; and 

Whereas, Sponsored by State Senator Liz Krueger, S.3584 would allow the New York State Board of Elections to implement a pilot program to test IRV in certain local elections; and

Whereas, IRV is currently in use in municipalities across the United States, including San Francisco, Burlington, and Minneapolis; and

Whereas, IRV has the potential minimize or eliminate the “spoiler effect,” by allowing third-party candidates to compete without becoming “spoilers,” so-called because they potentially siphon votes away from a philosophically similar candidate thereby allowing a different candidate to win with only minority support; and

Whereas, While candidates are sometimes elected without the support of the majority and with only a small proportion of the electorate, IRV ensures the rule of the majority and encourages candidates to find support beyond a particular niche and to build a broad inclusive coalition of supporters; and

Whereas, IRV reduces negative campaigning because candidates must simultaneously court their supporters and the supporters of their opponents; and 

Whereas, Runoff elections often have lower turnouts than general elections and are expensive, costing municipal governments and campaigns millions of dollars that could otherwise be spent more effectively; and

Whereas, The October 2009 Democratic runoff in New York City, for example, cost $15 million and attracted less than 8 percent of eligible voters; and

Whereas, IRV has the potential to increase voter choice, to ensure that elections reflect the will of the majority, and to save state and local governments millions of dollars; now, therefore, be it  


Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls on the New York State Senate to pass S.3584, a bill to amend the election law in relation to establishing an Instant Runoff Voting method for certain local elections.  
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