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TITLE:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to periodic interagency roadway safety plans.

ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends section 19-184 of the Administrative Code of the City of New York by adding a new subdivision d.
On October 31, 2013, the Committee on Transportation, chaired by Council Member James Vacca, will hold a hearing on Proposed Int. No. 904-A, a Local Law to amend the Administrative Code of the City of New York, in relation requiring periodic interagency roadway safety plans. This will be the first hearing on this bill. The committee expects to hear testimony from representatives of the Department of Transportation and other transportation and traffic safety advocates. 
BACKGROUND

The Department of Transportation (“DOT”) is responsible for the condition of approximately 6,000 miles of streets, highways and 788 bridges structures, six tunnels, and the Staten Island ferry.
  

In 2011, the Council passed Local Law 12, to require the development of a roadway safety plan. The stated intent of the legislation was to reduce the number motor vehicle related fatalities in New York City, by requiring the Department of Transportation (“DOT”) to identify key agencies and to make recommendations on how to improve the safety of the City’s roadways. However, Local Law 12 called for a one time plan. 

Since the enactment of LL 12, the Council has continued to focus on reducing traffic crashes and fatalities. Most recently, on On September 30, 2013, the Committees on Transportation and Public Safety held an oversight hearing on the NYPD’s new procedures for investigating vehicular collisions. The goal of the hearing was to explore new reforms to the NYPD’s collision investigation squad, and what the NYPD is doing to reduce motor vehicle fatalities. Despite a decrease in traffic fatalities from FY 2009 to FY 2011 there has been an increase in traffic fatalities over the last couple of years, from 236 in FY 2011 to 291 and 261 in FY 2012 and FY 2013 respectively.
 
The proposed legislation would require the release of an interagency roadway safety plan every five years. In addition to the current requirements under Local Law 12, the new interagency report would require that the relevent agencies report on how they have implemented the recommendations of the prior reports. 

ANALYSIS
Section one of Proposed Int. No. 904-A would amend section 19-184 by adding a new subdivision d, which would require that an updated interagency roadway safety plan be presented to the Council and the Mayor no later than May 31, 2016 and every five years thereafter no later than May 31. The updated plan would be required to include but not be limited to actions that have been taken to implement the prior plans submitted pursuant to this section, and an explanation of why actions that were recommended by such prior plans were not taken.

Section two states that Proposed Int. No. 904-A would take effect one hundred twenty days after its enactment into law. 
Proposed Int. No. 904-A

By Council Members Levin, Lappin, Lander, Chin, Comrie, Dromm, Eugene, Fidler, James, Koo, Koppell, Koslowitz, Rose, Williams and Halloran

..Title

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to periodic interagency roadway safety plans.

..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1.  Section 19-184 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new subdivision d to read as follows:

d.  Such plan shall be updated every five years and the first such updated plan shall be presented to the mayor and council no later than May 31, 2016 and every five years thereafter no later than May 31.  Such updated plan shall include but not be limited to actions that have been taken to implement the prior plans submitted pursuant to this section, and an explanation of why actions that were recommended by prior such plans were not taken.

§2.  This local law shall take effect one hundred twenty days after it is enacted into law.
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