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SUBCOWM TTEE ON LANDVARKS 4

CHAlI RPERSON LANDER: Alright, we good
to go? Alright. W' re going to--we'll get
started here, please. Alright, | think we're
ready to start here. Good norning. M nanme’s
Brad Lander, I'mthe Chair of the City Counci
Land Use Subcomm ttee on Landmarks, Public
Siting and Maritime Uses. Pleased to be joined
this morning by Menbers of the Comm ttee,
Counci| Menmber Rosie Mendez from Manhatt an,
Annabel Palma from the Bronx, and Jumaane
WIlliam of Brooklyn and we're joined this
norni ng as well by Gale Brewer from Manhattan
who has played a great and leading role in the
West - End Col |l egiate Historic District
Extension. We have a hearing on one itemthis
nor ni ng, although, | think only SCA has signed
up to testify, so it should be a brief one. I s
that right, or is there nore? And we’'re joined
by State Senator Brad Hoyl man. Welcome, thank
you for being here. J[off mc conversation]
Okay. Alright, | apologize. So we’'re going to
hear testinony fromthe one itemthat we' re
havi ng a public hearing today, which is a

proposed school siting by the New York City
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SUBCOWM TTEE ON LANDVARKS 5
School Construction Authority. It is
application number 20145059 SCM | don’t have
its Land Use number. It’s pre-considered, and

" m pleased to--it’s for a school at 75 Morton
Street in Speaker Quinn’s District, and I’'m
pl eased to ask Kenrik Ou, and Jensen Aumbachin
[ phonetic] Is that close? Fromthe School
Construction Authority to present it to us.
KENRI CK OU: Good nmor ni ng,
Chai rperson Lander and Comm ttee Menbers. My
name is Kenrick Ou, and | am Seni or Director
for Real Estate Services for the School
Construction Authority. |I’mjoined to nmy right
by Jensen Aunbachin who’'s the SCA Seni or
Attorney for Real Estate. They New York City
School Construction Authority has undertaken
the site selection process for a proposed
public m ddle school facility |ocated on the
bl ock bounded by Morton Street, Greenw ch
Street, Hudson Street, and Barrow Street in tax
bl ock 603 |l ots 49 and 53 in the borough of
Manhattan. The proposed site is also |ocated
in Manhattan Community District nunmber two and

Comunity School District number two. Under
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SUBCOWM TTEE ON LANDVARKS 6
t he proposed plan, the SCA would acquire and
convert the existing seven story building
| ocated at 75 Morton Street, which contains
approxi mately 180,000 gross square feet and its
adj oi ni ng accessory surface parking lot into a
public school facility accommdating both
Community School District nunber two m ddle
school students, and also District 75 speci al
educati on students. The site is currently
owned by the State of New York and occupi ed by
the Oifice for People with Devel opnment al
Di sabilities, and the SCA woul d purchase the
property fromthe state. The notice of filing
of the site plan was published in the New York
Post and City Record on August 1%, 2013.
Manhattan Conmunity Board Number Two was
notified of the site plan on August 1%, 2013
and was asked to hold a public hearing. The
Community Board held a public hearing on the
site plan on August 15'", 2013, and
subsequently submtted witten coments in
favor of the proposed school site. The City
Pl anni ng Comm ssion was notified of the site

pl an as well on August 1%, 2013, and it
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SUBCOWM TTEE ON LANDVARKS 7
recommend in favor of the site. The SCA has
considered all comments received on the
proposed site plan and affirnms the site plan
pursuant to section 1731 of the Public
Aut hority’s Law. In accordance with section
1732 of the Public Authority’ s Law, the SCA
subm tted this proposed site plan to the Mayor
and Council for consideration on October 11'M
2013. We nust al so recogni ze the extraordinary
efforts of Speaker Quinn, State Senator
Hoyl man, Assenbly Member Gl ick, Comunity
Educati on Council Two, Community Board Two, as
wel | as the communi cated created, 75 Morton
Street Task Force on this proposed project.
Their comm tted and sustai ned advocacy that the
site be used to neet public school needs, since
the state initially placed the property on the
mar ket in 2008, has been critical to reaching
this point. W ook forward to your
Subcommi ttee’s favorabl e consideration of the
proposed site plan, and are prepared to answer
any of your questions. Thank you.

CHAlI RPERSON LANDER: Thank you very

much, M. Ou. | spoke, m stakenly, before
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SUBCOWM TTEE ON LANDMARKS 8
there are people here signed up to testify on
this matter, not a ton, but a few. So we’ll
hear fromthemin a just a mnute. And it’s
good to hear that it was such a coll aborative
effort between the conmmunity of the range of
community | eaders and parents and the School
Construction Authority. Do ny coll eagues have
any questions about 75 Morton Street. Seeing
none for now, let me ask you to stick around
after we hear fromthe fol ks who testify. It’'s
possi ble that we' |l have questions to clarify
some things that they’ ve said. So, thank you.

[ cross-tal k]

KENRI CK OU: Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON LANDER: That’ s great.
Thank you very much. So let ne first ask
Senat or Hoyl man to cone up, and then after his
testinmony, then 1"l ask a panel of four
i ncludi ng David Gruber, Keen Berger, Heather
Campbel |, and Denise Collins to come testify as
wel | .

SENATORY HOYLMAN: Thank you. Thank
you, M. Chair and members of the Conmttee for

the opportunity to testify today on behal f of
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SUBCOWM TTEE ON LANDVARKS 9
mysel f and Assenbly Menber Deborah G ick who
represents the 66'" Assenbly District. | know
you have a |long agenda, so |I’m going to very
brief. The siting of the public school at 75
Morton Street is a project that has been |ong
in the maki ng. Over six years ago, ny
col  eagues in governnment and community nmenmbers
first spotted this building on a |list of state
properties for sale. Since then, a tireless
coalition including Community Board Two, CEC
District Two, and others including |ocal
political organizations and nei ghborhood groups
of parents have worked to make this day
possi ble. 75 Morton Street is an excell ent
space for mddle school. 1It’s only three
bl ocks away from PS3, which Greenwich Vill age
m ddl e school called home until schoo
overcrowding forced it to nove to the financial
district in the fall of 2010. Currently, the
two zoned m ddl e schools closed to 75 Morton
Street are JHS 104 on East 21°' Street and
Gramercy and MS 131 on Hester Street on the
Lower East Side. 75 Morton will provide

Greenwich Village with the m ddl e school that
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SUBCOWM TTEE ON LANDVARKS 10
it currently lacks and allow many Di strict Two
students to attend school closer to their
homes. Furthernmore, it’'ll help relieve grow ng
overcrowdi ng at existing District Two m ddl e
schools. The siting of this school would not
have been possible, and I have to nmention this,
wi t hout the extraordinary efforts of Council
Speaker Christine Quinn. 1'd also like to thank
her col |l eague Council Menmber Mendez, of course,
Assembly Menber Deborah dick, Keen Berger
David Gruber, Denise Collins, Heather Canpbell,
the SCA, Loraine Gueralla [phonetic] Chance
Wal cott [phonetic], the CEC | ed by Shino
Taki nowa [ phonetic], sonme |ocal activists
i ncl udi ng Anne Shel berg [phonetic], Irene
Kauf man, and of course, Speaker Quinn’s
incredi bly able staff Wayne Kawadl er, Mel ani e
La Rocca, and Danielle Deserbo [phonetic], and
al so thank you, your comm ttee nenbers for your
consi deration and once again, all the hard work
on behalf of my coll eague Assenbly Member
Deborah G ick. Thank you very nmuch.

CHAI RPERSON LANDER: Thank you,

Senat or Hoyl man. So, the Greenwi ch Vill age
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M ddl e School, which was in Greenwich Village
is currently in the Financial District?

SENATOR HOYL MAN: Exactly.

CHAI RPERSON LANDER: Al ri ght.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: So this wil
restore it to its rightful place in Greenw ch
Vill age.

CHAI RPERSON L ANDER: Counci | Menber
WIlianms?

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AMS: | think
that State Senator may have |left soneone off
the list of thank yous.

SENATORY HOYL MAN: " m sorry. Qut
of the corner of ny eye, | forgot to thank
Chuck Mura [phonetic] and that just goes
wi t hout saying, right, Council Member? Thank
you Chuck.

CHAI RPERSON L ANDER: Any ot her
questions for Senator Hoyl man? Council Menber
Mendez?

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: | just want
to thank Senator Hoyl man. This has been a
battl e | ong before you got into office, and

members of Community Board Two who are here.
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SUBCOWM TTEE ON LANDVARKS 12
While this is not in nmy district, this has been
a battle for a long time of Conmmunity Board
Two, which |I also represent a part of, and so |
am | ooking forward to this expeditiously nmoving
forward so we can get a new school to service
our comunities. Thank you.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Thank you Counci |
Menmber. And in addition to that, | know
Council Menber Mendez worked closely with ny
predecessor, Senator Tom Dwayne on this issue
as wel | .

CHAlI RPERSON LANDER: Thank you very
much for your testinmony and for your | eadership
on this issue, and that’s a great transition to
our next panel which is the--includes the Chair
of Community Board Two, David Gruber, Keen
Berger from both Community Board Two, the
Communi ty Educati on Council and the 75 Morton
Street task force, Heather Canpbell fromthe 75
Morton Task Force and PS41, and Denise Collins
a PS3 Parent. And let me just ask, we're very
ent husi astic and grateful for the time that
you’ ve spend com ng down, | apologize for being

alittle tardy in as nuch as we have a busy
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SUBCOWM TTEE ON LANDVARKS 13
agenda and no one signed up in opposition,
we’'re delighted for your--

[ cross-tal k]

DAVI D GRUBER: We are thankful for
you holding this hearing, sir. Please. Good
norni ng, all, Chair Lander and fellow Commttee
Menbers. | am David Gruber. | am Chair of CB2,
it’s Greenwich Village, Soho, parts of
Chi natown. We’ve all been there and had eaten
out . It’s good. And welcome. So we're hear
t oday because of an amazing great coalition of
the Community Board, my 75 Morton Street Task
Force, parents of PS43 and 41 groups that were
formed to help us identify issues in other
schools as well. W’ ve worked hand in hand with
SCA with DOE and our great elected officials,
Deborah 4G ick, Brad Hoyl man, and of course,
Christine Quinn who was a driving force for
this school. And there's a--we really
appreci ate your support at every turn. | also
want to say that we have--ny string of prior CB
Chairs and col | eagues including Keen Berger,
Joe Ham liton, nmy inmmedi ate predecessor and now

Senat or Brad Hoyl man have not | ost focus.
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SUBCOWM TTEE ON LANDMARKS 14
We’ ve worked so long and so hard for this
school and we hope this coalition and
col | aborative coalition can be a nodel for
ot her communities instead of having an
adversarial relationship maybe with SCA and
DOE. It wasn’t a necessary. W didn't have it.
We wor ked together. W' re going to come out
with the best possible product of a school, a
public school that we can, and that’'s very
i mportant issue. One thing I want to bring up
here, and |’ mgoing to do this quickly. And
understand this is not under the jurisdiction
of this commttee, but for the public record,
we are extrenmely frustrated that we can’t have
access to the site. It is--my colleagues wil
speak about the tinmeline in a moment. But the
state has yet to nmove out a handful of
enpl oyees. There’'s no--it’s vocational
training center. Those no class there anynore.
It’s just sone enployees. It’s been del ayed |
think three or four times. And here’'s the
situation, we have |lost an entire, you know,
cohort in this bubble [phonetic] year that’s

com ng up of potential 600 famlies, 600 kids,
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SUBCOWM TTEE ON LANDMARKS 15
probably more that. We're not going to bet
getting--are in danger of not getting into the
school. So | appeal to you to urge your
col |l eagues in the state to nove expeditiously
to have this school vacated or for the SCA and
DOE to start doing their prelimnary planning
so we can fast track this little test borings
architectural plans, demolition plans. And
with that, | thank you so nmuch. [’ mgoing to
pass the mc over to ny coll eague who is the
Chair of the 75 Morton Street Commttee, Keen
Ber ger.

KEEN BERGER: Thank you. We are
thrilled, of course. This is sonething that
we’ ve been working for seven years. And | am
so glad you are here to help seal this deal
There is one other issue | wanted to mention
and that is the resolution says approximtely a
t housand children. W actually are thinking
600 m ddl e school children and a 100 DC 75
children. So we want a nuch--because we want a
clinic in the school, we want a |arger
auditorium We want other things. W don’t

want it to be just classroons. So we are still
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SUBCOWM TTEE ON LANDMARKS 16
wor king on the 75 Morton Street Task Force to
try to make it the best school ever, and that
does not nean 1,000 children janmed into it.

As David mentioned, our other concern is tinme.
We really need it soon, and the only thing
that’s slowing it down, apparently the Sandy
excuse is still viable. They say they can’t
nmove until they have new pl aces because of
Sandy, but we are thinking the Board of
Education could go in and do borings, could do
some of the design stuff even if they're there
or that seenms to us |ike strange that you can’t
start designing a school until the |ast body of
the state is out. So that is our, one of our
remai ni ng concerns. That’s why this task force
is still functioning and | turn it over to
anot her menber of the task force, Heather
Campbel | .

HEATHER CAMPBELL: Hi, ny name is
Heat her Canpbell. |1’ malso in charge of the
Parent Action Commttee at PS 41 in addition to
bei ng on Comunity Board Two and on this task
force. Again, there' s no opposition, so | wl

just say thank you in ternms of all of the
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SUBCOWM TTEE ON LANDVARKS 17
energies and efforts towards this. I do want to
just reiterate what an amazi ng partnership this
has been. | think this has the opportunity to
be an exanple of how elected officials,
parents, conmunity menbers, the SCA--excuse ne-
the DOE can all be working together to be
creating amazi ng, wonderful education
deci si ons, and again, also urges to be | ooking
forward as Keen and David have nmentioned. W
have--we can all remenber 2009, the incredible
lists of children waiting to get into
ki ndergarten. Those children will be waiting
to get into mddle school and you and the DOE
and the parents and Comm ttee nenbers, we have
an opportunity to head that off right now by
maki ng a decision that allows these children to
be in this mddle school by 2015, and | urge us
all to get on that so that we can actually make
that a reality. Thank you so nuch.

DENI SE COLLINS: Hi, nmy name is
Denise Collins. I’"’ma PS3 parent. | am also on
Community Board Two and on nmy PS3 SLT, as well
as the pack. | want to--1 would like to thank

everybody for their tireless efforts in seeing
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75 Morton become a reality and thank the
Council today. |I’min strong support of seeing
this sited, and please, for 2015, my son is in
4'" Grade. He was part of the kids shut out.
He was 89 on a wait list of 90. | am already
starting to feel that anxiety that | felt when
he was entering kindergarten, and | would be
nost proud to be able to say that he went--that
he is able to go to a m ddle school not only in
his own community, but that the comunity al ong
with the elected officials and so many
passi onate people helped to build. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON LANDER: Let me thank
all of you for all the hard work that’'s gotten
you here and for your testinony today. We wil
follow up with Senator Hoyl man and with the
Speaker, and if there’'s some way that our
comm ttee can be helpful in signing onto--if
there’s some way we can be hel pful in urging
the state to nove forward to vacate that
bui |l di ng and enable the school to nove forward-

DENI SE COLLINS: [interposing]

Wonder ful, thank you.
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CHAI RPERSON LANDER: You certainly
per suaded ne that we should be supportive that
you’' ve got a great partner share, and we should
be supportive in any way we can. So we’ll
follow up with the Senator and the Speaker.

DENI'S COLLINS: Thank you.

CHAlI RPERSON LANDER: Any questi ons
for this panel? Thank you very much for your
time. We have no one else signed up to testify
on this item so I'’mgoing to close the public
hearing and we’' Il move forward to join this
with the other itenms on today’s cal endar and
vote on it in just a mnute. | do want to flag
that the other school item on today’ s cal endar,
which is also pre-considered Application
20145046 for 456 Street-seat Primary Schoo
| ocated at the north side of 48'" Avenue
bet ween 210'" and 211'" in Baysi de Queens is
bei ng--we’ || consider a motion to file it
pursuant to withdraw. W' ve received a letter
of withdrawal dated October 21°' from Lorraine
Grillo, the President of School Construction
Aut hority for the wi thdrawal, and she indicates

in that letter they will be resubmtting this
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site plan for consideration at some point in
Novenmber. So that one is--we’ ve got the nmotion

to withdraw, to be resubmtted and reconsi der ed

I n November, and we’'ll consider a notion to
file pursuant to withdrawal. That brings us to
the third and final--well, et me also say we
are also holding over, laying over Land Uses

938 and 939, the Buschwick Early Learning Child
Care Center. W had the hearing on those at
our last meeting. Council Member Reyna is
still waiting on some of the materials that we
asked ACS to submt and we will have the
meeting of the Land Use subcomittee, the
Landmar ks Subcomm ttee prior to our Land Use
Comm ttee meeting on Thursday norning at 9:45.
So, so what | now would like to do is take us
back to Land Use 918, the West End Col |l egi ate
Hi storic District Extension Applications
20145020 HKM, that’s the West End Col |l egi ate

Hi storic District. W had an extensive public
heari ng. We heard from many people testifying
broadly in favor, and as you recall, there were
several buildings and sites that we were being

asked to consider excluding fromthe District.
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Counci| Menmber Brewer, as she al ways does, had
a very extensive process and spoke to many nmany
peopl e and consi dered these requests in a | ot
of thorough detail, and | feel very supportive
of her | eadership on this. So let me turn it
over to her to wal k us through what she is
proposing that we do on this item

COUNCI L MEMBER BREVER: Thank you

very much, Chair Lander, and | certainly want
to thank your staff, the Land Use staff,
certainly the Landmarks Preservati on Comm ssion
staff, because as you know, this is the second
part of a three part discussion, and they have
been involved the entire time, all of the West
End Preservation Society. Menbers, there are
peopl e who’ ve started this process some years
ago, Richard Enory, Erica Peterson, and Josette
Amat o [ phonetic] They worked with architect
Andrew Dol kart to do a report. And the other
advocates are Coalition for a Livable West
Side, the New York City Landmarks Conservancy,
the Historic Districts Council, Landmark West,
and certainly but not--last but not |east

Comunity Board Seven, which has played a huge
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role. And | thank each and every one of those
i ndi viduals as well as everybody who
participated in the endless neetings fromthe
community to think about this particular
portion of the three part Land Historic
District Application, which will go from 70"
Street on the West Side all the way up to 109'"
or maybe 107'" | can’'t remember, but it’'s
wi thin that general area. | should know.  But
it it’s the entire West End Avenue Corridor and
some of the side streets. So after nuch
di scussi on back and forth, and | appreciate the
opportunity to share this with you, all the
bui |l di ngs that are recommended by the Landmarks
Preservati on Comm ssion, |I'mrecomendi ng be
included in this discussion. The two that |
woul d suggest be excluded, but they are for
very specific reasons. As we know, one of the
bui |l di ngs that commented at your hearing was
Rut gers Church. This is both a church house
and a--and 2,000--2009 Broadway. They show a
basement and a boiler, and they’'re actually
integrated on the third, fourth, and fifth

floor. And the issue there is that the church
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would remain in the Historic District, but the
church house would remain with 2099 Broadway,
and woul d not be part of the Historic District.
Looking at it now, it is pretty much cut down
the mddle. So this would make a cl earer
di vision. That’s nunber one. Nunber two is
214 West 72 Street, this is a building that is
a small building, commercial on the ground
floor. It is right next door to a very |large
bui |l ding 200 West 72 Street which has Bank of
America, Duane Reade and is a high rise with
gl ass and steel, as we say. And the fact of
the matter is, when 200 was being built they
provi ded, unfortunately, structural damage to
this building, and so | am suggesti ng as
Community Board Seven did that that buil ding
not be including in the Historic District.

They have, however, as owners, provided sonme
drawi ngs as to how they would keep it within
the context of a historic district, and they
want very much to work with the Landmarks
Preservation Comm ssion. |It’s not often that
somebody who wants to be exenpted also says, “I

want to be part of the historic district, just
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alittle bit taller.” And they want to do
that. And | also--the other building that I
think testified was 300 West 72 Street. |’'ve
been in touch with the Co-op board there. [|I'm
recommendi ng that they be part of the Historic
District and if they have financial issues,
which | know they do, I will work with themto
try to address them Thank you very nuch, and
| also want to thank Jesse Bordi ne [phonetic]
fromour staff, nmy staff, who has been perhaps
t he person nmost involved with trying to deal
with all these different issues and deserve all
the credit. Thank you very nuch.

CHAlI RPERSON LANDER: Thank you very
much Council Brewer. To that list 1’11l just
al so thank the Land Use staff, and | want to
t hank M chel Friedman’s staff and nmy staff, who
I know has worked with you and worked with sone
of the folks in the room as we have consi dered
this as well. And certainly, | feel personally
very confortable supporting the nmoving forward
of the district with the exclusions of those
two buil dings, 214 West 72" Street and 234

West 73"¢ Street, and thank you again for al
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your time and | eadership in making it easy for
us at this commttee to nove forward here. So,
let me just reiterate what we are voting on and
what we’re not voting on. Okay, alright. So
the following itenms are coupled on the cal endar
for a vote today, a nmotion to file pre-
consi dered Land Use Application number 20145046
SCQ, filed pursuant to an SCA |etter of
wi t hdrawal , a notion to approve pre-consi dered
Land Use application nunber 20145059 SCM
that’s the school at 75 Morton Street we heard
fromthe great partnership on. Number three,
to approve with the followi ng modifications,
Land Use 918, the Landmarks Preservation
Comm ssi on desi gnation of the West End
Col l egiate Historic District, extension, excuse
me, with the proviso that the foll ow ng
properties be excluded fromthe proposed
Historic District, 214 West 72" Street in
Manhattan, block 1163, lot 42 and 234 West 73'°
Street also known as 236 West 73'% Street in
Manhattan, tax block 1164, lot 43. | did not
yet recogni ze and wel come Council Menber Arroyo

fromthe Bronx, and we re also joined by




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

SUBCOWM TTEE ON LANDVARKS 26

Counci| Menmber Reyna from Brooklyn. As | said
earlier, not being voted today but being laid
over until Land Marks Comm ttee nmeeting on
Thursday morning are the two Bushwi ck Early
Learning Childcare Centers, Land Uses 938 and
939. So with that nore conplicated than
usual ly for our Landmarks Comm ttee docket,
"1l ask our Counsel to call the roll

COUNSEL: Chair Lander?

CHAlI RPERSON LANDER: Aye on all.

COUNSEL: Council Member Pal ma?

COUNCI L MEMBER PALMA:  Aye.

COUNSEL: Council Menber Arroyo?

COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYO: Aye.

COUNSEL: Council Menber Mendez?

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: Aye.

COUNSEL: Council Menmber W IIlianms?

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AMS: Aye.

COUNSEL: By a vote of five in the
affirmative, zero abstentions, and zero
negatives, all items have been adopted as
descri bed by the Chair in detail.

CHAlI RPERSON LANDER: Thank you very

much. We're going to adjourn this neeting, and
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then we will reconvene at 9:45 on Thursday
morni ng at 250 Broadway, 16'" Floor. This
meeting is adjourned.

[ gavel ]

CHAI RPERSON LANDER: Hold on. I'm
sorry, | apol ogize. Annabel hang on one second.
Don’t go. W seemto need sonething here. | don't
know what it is yet, but | don’'t know. They

started saying--[off mc conversation]
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