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COMM TTEE ON TRANSPORTATI ON 2

CHAI RPERSON VACCA: Let ne know,
gentl emen behind the nedia; can | start? W start on
tinme; that's the way we should run, on tine. kay,
ready?

Good afternoon; ny nane is Janes Vacca
and |1'm Chair of the Commttee on Transportation.
Today we're here to vote on Intro 1049 of 2013,

i ntroduced by ny coll eagues in the Staten Island
Del egati on, Council Menber Oddo, Council Menber
I gni zi o and Council| Menber Rose.

This bill would expand service for the
Staten Island ferry to operate every half-hour from?7
a.m until 2 a.m on weekends, effective in six
nont hs unl ess staffing levels at that tinme do not
permt it. Regardless, this change nust take place
within 18 nonths of the bill's enactnent. 1t would
al so require that the service for the ferry be
expanded to every half-hour at all times by May 1st,
2015 unl ess an extensive report from DOT determ nes
that it is not economcally feasible. If it is not,
the DOT nust revisit this determ nation every two
years.

A bill of this kind has been long in

comng; it's been many years since service has been
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COW TTEE ON HI GHER EDUCATI ON
amended to account for the increase in demand in
ridership. As a Council Menber who represents
communities that are underserved by public
transportation, | not only understand, but | support
this | egislation.

While the original bill called for ful
hal f - hour service 24/7, the anmended version of the
bill strikes an inportant conprom se, while at its
heart recogni zing the necessity of half-hour service
24/ 7.

Instead of ferries arriving every half-
hour until 7 p.m on weekends, half-hour service
woul d be extended to 2 a.m; that's seven extra trips
to accommodate commuters and tourists alike. It
woul d al so codify that the DOl nust reviewthe
feasibility of full service in the future, ensuring
that future Staten Island Council Menbers do not have
to revisit this type of negotiation.

| wanna thank my coll eagues in the Staten
I sl and Del egati on, the Transportation Comrittee staff
and the adm nistration for working hard on this bill
Wth that said I want to turn it over to ny
col |l eagues; let ne first turn it over to Mnority

Leader, Janes (ddo.
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COUNCI L MEMBER ODDO: Thank you, M.

Chai rman; | appreciate your tinme and the Comrttee's
time and the support on this bill; | don't think it's
hyperbol e to say that enacting this legislation is a
pivotal juncture in shaping Staten Island' s future;
don't believe it's an exaggeration to say that this

| egislation is vital to the collective effort to
revitalize and i nprove the North Shore of Staten
Island; it is a huge win for Staten |Island comuters,
for our residents and the future borough.

Wthin six nonths we will inprove service
on the weekends and by establishing a date certain
where we will have 24/7 of 30-minute service is a
critical, critical nessage to send to those fol ks on
the sidelines waiting to invest in the North Shore.

So | wanna thank my coll eagues in the
Staten Island Del egati on, Council Menber |gnizio and
Counci | woman Rose for the united effort. | wanna
t hank the 40-plus col |l eagues who co-sponsored the
bill. | want to thank fol ks who worked on it, Laura
Popa, Lyle Frank, Ml Iy Mirphy...1" m gonna
m spronounce your nane...how do | say it, Gafar
[ phonetic]?

MALE VO CE: Yeabh.
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COUNCI L MEMBER ODDO Yes. Thank you,
t hank you so nuch, Jonathan Masserano [phonetic]; I'd
like to thank ny counsel, Chris DeC cco. | would
like to al so thank N chol as and Rashenda [ phoneti c]
fromthe St. George Civic Association, the Ferry
Ri ders Committee, who cane to ny office severa
nont hs ago, which really was the inpetus to starting
this fight all over again. | would |ike to thank the
Chai rman and two people lastly, one was our forner
col | eague, forner Councilman and Congressman, M ke
McMahon who started this fight initially many years
ago; we took his bill as our guide; | appreciate his
support throughout this. And lastly, 1'd like to
t hank Speaker Qui nn, whose | egacy on Staten Isl and
grows with enacting this bill; she has been a
wonderful friend, not only to ne, but to our borough
and her tenure ends on Decenber 31st, but the inpact
she has had on our community will certainly outlive
that and | wanna thank her on the record. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON VACCA: Thank you, Counci
Menber Oddo. Council Menber 1gni zio.

COUNCI L MEMBER I GNI ZI G Thank you very
much, M. Chairman. | wanted to thank the great

M nority Leader, Jimry Qddo, who is the quarterback
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COW TTEE ON H GHER EDUCATI ON
of this bill and has done a great job working with
both the adm nistration and the Council in ensuring
its passage.

This ferry proposal, the taxpayers ought
not look at it as a cost, but an investnent into
Staten Island, which will in turn pay dividends and
economi c activity back to the tax rolls. W are
seeing projects in the neighborhood of a billion
dollars directly adjacent to the ferry project con ng
down the pike and that will pay back tenfold what the
taxpayers are going to be allocating in a terns of
enhanced ferry service. Geat job by Jinmmy Oddo and
we appreciate it; | know Staten Island will and this
is a great bill for you to pass, particularly as you
go off to greener pastures in Borough Hall and it's a
t hankful ...1 wanna say ny...give ny thanks to the
Speaker, who, you know, when Jimmy, nyself and Debi
turned around, as usual she was there standing with
us, standing by us and fighting for our borough's
equity that we woul d have one borough, one city and
we woul d have a universal transportation plan that
stays open 24/7. The city that never sl eeps has

crossed the borders into Staten |Island and we thank
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her and the admi nistration for supporting the bill
Thank you, M. Chairnman.

CHAlI RPERSON VACCA: Thank you. Wt hout
further comments | ...we now wel come Council Menber
Urich; let me introduce the other nenbers that are
here, Council Menber Garodnick, Council Menber Koo,
Counci| Menber Mealy, Gale Brewer, nyself, Chair
Vacca, Council Menber Oddo, Council Menber 1gni zio,
Counci | Menber Jimry Van Branmer to ny left.

Ckay, | will now ask the clerk to cal
the roll, hearing no other speakers; please proceed.

W LLIAM MARTIN:  WIlliam Martin
Committee Clerk, roll call vote Conmttee on
Transportation. Council Menber Vacca.

CHAI RPERSON VACCA: Vote aye and | urge
all menbers to vote aye.

WLLI AM MARTI N:  Brewer.

COUNCI L MEMBER BREWER: | vote aye. Now
| can get to Staten Island, | can get off of Staten
Island and it's very...this is really exciting; this
is areal bill, real consequences, positively, for
all New Yorkers, not just Staten Island; this is

really exciting. The only request is, down the line

I would I'i ke to have a beer garden, when you get off...




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

COW TTEE ON H GHER EDUCATI ON

COUNCI L MEMBER ODDO Done.

COUNCI L MEMBER BREWER: and not just a
ferris wheel and shopping, |...[interpose]

COUNCI L MEMBER ODDO:.  Is the first round
on you, Gale; | just want to...

COUNCI L MEMBER BREWER: ' Cause ny husband
suggests that you put in a beer garden and not just
shopping and the ferris wheel; | think it's a great
idea; I will..[interpose]

COUNCI L MEMBER CDDO: M. Chairman, could
we get clarity on whether the first round is on Gale,
I ju...

[l aught er]

COUNCI L MEMBER BREWER: The first round
can be on nme, but | haven't seen a beer garden...

[ crosstal K]

COUNCI L MEMBER ODDO | ...okay, alright.

CHAI RPERSON VACCA: | think getting
clarity would get us into trouble, so why don't we
just leave at that...[interpose]

[l aught er ]

CHAI RPERSON VACCA: | thank you, | think,
Gal e.

[l aught er]
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CHAI RPERSON VACCA: Ckay. Who's next;

| ost track of this whole thing? M. derk?
WLLI AM MARTI N:  Gar odni ck
COUNCI L MEMBER GARCDNI CK:  Aye.

W LLI AM MARTIN:  Meal y.

COUNCI L MEMBER MEALY: | vote aye and |

woul d Iove to be put on this |egislation.
[ backgr ound coment s]
COUNCI L MEMBER KOO  Aye.
WLLI AM MARTI N:  Rose.
[ backgr ound coment |
[l aught er]
WLLI AM MARTI N:  Van Braner
COUNCI L MEMBER VAN BRAMER:  Aye.

W LLI AM MARTI N: 1 gni zi o.

COUNCIL MEMBER IGNIZIO: | vote yes.

WLLI AM MARTIN: U rich.

COUNCI L MEMBER ULRICH | vote aye and |

ask that | be added as a co-sponsor.

[ backgr ound coment ]

WLLIAM MARTIN: By a vote of 8 in the
affirmative, O in the negative and no abstenti ons;

the item has been adopted. Menbers, please sign

Comm ttee Report. Thank you.
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[ backgr ound coment |

CHAI RPERSON VACCA: Alright, thank you
all. For the record, I wll |eave the hearing open
until 2:40; we will |eave the record open until that
time for nmenbers who have yet to arrive |I'msure who
woul d wanna cast their vote...[interpose]

[ backgr ound coment s]

CHAI RPERSON VACCA: This neeting is
tenporarily adjourned.

[ gavel ]

[ backgr ound coment |

CHAI RPERSON VACCA: Thank you.

[ backgr ound coment s]

CHAI RPERSON VACCA:  Counci |l Menber
Koppel | has arrived; how do you vote Council Menber
Koppel | ?

COUNCI L MEMBER KOPPELL:  Yes.

CHAI RPERSON VACCA:  Counci |l Menber
Koppel | votes yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER KOPPELL:  Yes.

WLLI AM MARTIN:  Vote now stands at 9 in
the affirmative.

[ backgr ound coment s]
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CHAI RPERSON VACCA: The nost wonderful,

wonderful vote is here, dynam c, dynam c person.

Alright, now | call upon Council Menber Rose.

COUNCI L MEMBER ROSE: Aye, aye, aye,

aye,

aye. | am so happy, aye. Thank you, aye. Thank

you.

CHAI RPERSON VACCA: Thank you, Counci

Menber Rose. Aye, aye, aye, as they say.

COUNCI L MEMBER RCSE: Aye, aye, yeah

W LLI AM MARTI N: Vot e now stands at 10.

[ backgr ound comrent s]

CHAlI RPERSON VACCA: .menber, so | wll

hold it open till 2:45.

[ beep]

WLLI AM MARTIN:  Council Mem.. Counci

Menmber Greenfiel d.

COUNCI L MEMBER GREENFI ELD: Vote aye.

WLLI AM MARTIN:  Vote now stands at 11 in

the affirmative. Final vote in Conmttee on
Transportation stands at 11 in the affirmative,

the negative and no abstentions.

Oin
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