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SUBCOWM TTEE ON ZONI NG AND FRANCHI SES 4

CHAlI RPERSON WEPRI N: Okay, Buenos
tardes everybody. M nane is Mark Weprin, | am
the chair of the Zoning and Franchi ses
Subcomm ttee, and it is now afternoon, and we
are going to be meeting now. We apol ogize for
t he delay. We have our agenda today four Land
Use Items, all of which had | ong hearings and
many i ssues to address. We had--how many hours
were we here the other day, 10 hours? About
eight to ten hours worth of hearings the other
day on these matters, and we heard from a | ot
of community groups, a |lot of businesses, a |ot
of unions, a |lot of workers, and people with
interests in all these matters, and this is
what we | ove about this process, is there a
lot--we try to address those issues. Those
public hearing serve a trenmendous role in our
ability to come to an agreenment. We try to
listen to everybody and we certainly did.

Obvi ously, not everyone comes out of these

t hi ngs happy, but we do try to address as many
interests as possible, and try to make changes
that will acconmpdate those people. So with

all that in mnd, we have a nunber of itens
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SUBCOWM TTEE ON ZONI NG AND FRANCHI SES 5
here. | want to first acknow edge the
foll owi ng menbers of the commttee of who are
here for quorum purposes. | want to |et know
t hat Council Menmber Joel Rivera is here,
Counci| Menber Di ana Reyna, Council Member
Leroy Conrie, Council Menber Robert Jackson,
Counci| Menmber Al Vann, Council Member Dan
Gar odni ck, Council Menber Ruben WIlls, and
Council Menber Vinnie lgnizio is in the
bui | ding and just stepped out. He will be
here. Okay. And no one else here. W are
al so joined by Council Member Julissa Ferraras
who’s here for one of the itenms on our agenda
which we’ |l get to right away. And Counci
Menber Van Bramer is in--in the building, but--
oh, he will? Okay. And he will be here at the
Commttee as well for an itemin his district.
We are--it’s--a lot of sand nove here today,
you know. We had a |ot of the meetings going
on. So without further adieu, |I’"m going to cal
on, first on the Wllets Point item This has
been on an ongoing item for 50 years, and that
is WIllets Point Land Use 876 to 881. It is in

Council Menmber Julissa Ferraras’ District. She
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SUBCOW TTEE ON ZONI NG AND FRANCHI SES 6
is here with us today, and |’ m going to ask her
to discuss sonme of the items, and | know she
has a statement to make as well as discuss many
of the accommodati ons we made based on the
heari ng that we had. So, Council Menber
Ferraras, if you woul d?

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRARAS: Thank you,
Chair Weprin, and good afternoon. |’ m Counci
Menber Julissa Ferraras, and | represent
Counci |l District 21, which includes Wllets
Poi nt. For those of you who may be unfamliar
with my district, Wllets Points has |ong been
known as the Iron Triangle, and the Valley of
Ashes because of its industrial network of auto
shops, junk yards, and factories that have
occupi ed this space and | and. For years, this
area has gone wi thout many of the resources the
rest of the city has regularly received, such
as sanitation, paved roads, proper sewage and
fl ood drai nage. Before us today is a proposal
t hat seeks to address these issues between the
city agencies and devel opers. W have the
potential to vote in favor of a plan that wll

forever become a new benchmark, not only for ny
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SUBCOW TTEE ON ZONI NG AND FRANCHI SES 7
district, but for all of New York City. After
many | ong years of reviewi ng this proposal and
taking my constituents concerns into account, |
have found that this anbitious proposal will
bring true true change to our comunity.

Af f ordabl e housing, 35 percent of all units
bei ng constructed at Wllets Point will be

af fordable. Additional, the adm nistration has
agreed to rel ease a request for proposal for
two lots of land that are |ocated in and around
my district to construct additional affordable
housi ng, bringing our affordable housing nunber
to just over 1,000. It is inmportant to note

t hat never before in the history of the 215
Council District have we had this nunber of

af fordabl e housing investment. Another portion
of this proposal includes good jobs, service
enpl oyees, building trades, hotel workers, and
super mar ket workers. This project is set to
create 19,000 jobs. In addition, a prevailing
wage will be paid to contractors, building
service workers, and security workers. Twenty-
five percent of the construction contract

values will go to MMBE s [ phonetic], and a
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SUBCOW TTEE ON ZONI NG AND FRANCHI SES 8
930, 000 fund has been created to strengthen the
ability for MAB to conpete for WIllets Points
contracts. This plan also calls for nore
school seats. This Devel opnent will include
t he construction of a new public school at the
site, which will deliver a thousand seats for
our children. A thorough environmental clean
up of toxic soil, also a major factor that
devel opers and the adm nistration have jointly
agreed to finance. A business and worKker
rel ocati on plan has been created to exist--the
exi sting tenants at Wllets Point with the
continued operation of their businesses. The
City will pay 15.5 mlIlion dollars for the
rel ocati on, noving expenses, and support of the
Wl ets Point businesses, including those
busi nesses that want to nove together. The
City will also assist relocate--relocating
busi nesses with marketing and new | ocati on and
job skil training for the WIllets Point
wor kers. An agreement for true park investnment
has been reached. The devel opers and the City
have made an agreement to make a significant

contribution of just 17 mllion dollars towards
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SUBCOW TTEE ON ZONI NG AND FRANCHI SES 9
t he mai ntenance and upkeep of Flushing Meadows
Corona Park. Although there are other details
to this proposal that will also benefit our
community greatly, | realize that we have
limted tine--limted speaking time. But to be
clear, | am confident that after carefully
taking my constituent’s needs into
consi deration, this deal would be a win for our
constituents, a win for Wllets Point, and a
win for New York City. Qur district deserves
to have the sane treatment as any other area in
New York City. We deserve to access to every
single deliverable in this plan and what it
will bring. |I’masking ny colleagues to vote
yes for this proposal for those seniors that
are currently living in one bedroonms in a room
together, for those workers that are begging to
wor k anywhere just for a job, that is why I'm
asking you to vote for this today, for the
residents of Queens, the residents of Corona,
and for New York City. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON V\EPRI N: Thank you,

Council Menber Ferraras. | got a silence the

chair, look at that. W' re now going to nove
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SUBCOW TTEE ON ZONI NG AND FRANCHI SES 10
onto another item at the end, and we will put
these--we’ || couple these itenms for a vote, but

we are now going to call on, for the 92"°
Street project in Dan Garodnick’s district. |
don’t have the nunbers exactly. MWhat’'s the
Land Use nunbers? ©Oh, Land Use 902 it is. So
|”mgoing to call on Dan Garodnick who is here
and a menber of the commttee to describe the
changes that have been discussed on this item
Counci | Member Garodnick?

COUNCI L MEMBER GARODNI CK: Thank you
very much, M. Chairman, and | appreciate the
opportunity to give a little background on 902
and explain where we are and how we got here.
The vote here on this bill is a question of
whet her we should allow a private property
owner an opportunity to devel op a piece of
property which they thensel ves own.

Ordinarily, that would be a rather sinple

i ssue, but today it is not. The Rel ated
Conpany bought the property at issue here in
1983 as part of the amended Ruppert Urban
Renewal Plan. As part of that purchase, the

City obligated Related to keep the site open as
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SUBCOW TTEE ON ZONI NG AND FRANCHI SES 11
a playground for 25 years until June of 2008.
That time has now come and gone and Rel at ed
wants to develop the site. Needless to say,
t hat playground was for many, their playground,
their recreational space in an area of the city
that has very little of it. But for whatever
reason the City made a deal that had a tinme
limt on a playground, chall enging concept for
obvi ous reasons. Today, Rel ated has devel opnent
rights that exist on the site of the fornmer
pl ayground pursuant to the underlying zoning
di strict designation and the department of City
Pl anni ng has determ ned that the nodification
to reflect these devel opnent rights would be a
m nor nodification to the | arge scale
resi dential devel opment plan, which currently
governs the site. The technical question
before this commttee and the Council is
whet her Rel ated should be required to obtain
consent from every owner within the |large scale
resi dential devel opnent area in order to use
its devel opnment rights. The broader policy
question is whether the city will make good on

the commtnents it nmade years ago and how we as
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SUBCOWM TTEE ON ZONI NG AND FRANCHI SES 12
a council will deal with expired Urban Renewal
pl ans, and this certainly will not be the | ast
that we will see. | have stood with the

community to ask Related to keep the playground
open, to explore other sites, and to |l eave this
park space alone. W worked with other

el ectives in the area |ike Assenbl yman Dan
Quart to find a conmprom se that would preserve
open space in the area. W ask the mayor’s
adm ni stration to seek an agreenent that would
al l ow the playground to remai n undevel oped, and
to find a way to entice Rel ated el sewhere.
Assenbl yman Quart, to his credit, tried to
broker a negotiation between |ocal residents
and Rel ated that had the potential to nove the
proposed building to another site.
Unfortunately, that negotiation did not

succeed. We did all these things because of our
cl ear understanding that the private property
has rights here, and we wanted to avoid the

i ssue presently before us. To be clear, what

t he Council is considering today is not the
questi on of whether or not the playground

should remai n open, turning down this proposa
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SUBCOW TTEE ON ZONI NG AND FRANCHI SES 13
today will not reopen the park, unfortunately,
and we’re not even considering the question of
what the appropriate density m ght be. All we
have before us is the question of whether or
not Rel ated should be required to obtain
consent fromthe other owners in the area to
apply to City Planning to make changes to its
own site, to use its own devel opnment rights.
And Rel ated seeks to build a m xed-use buil ding
on their site with the maxi mum of 290 units of
housi ng, and a school for kids with |Ianguage
based | earning disabilities in the base. That
school is the Wndward School. In response to
community concerns, Related re-designed its
bui |l di ng, nmoved it as far west as possible and
adjusted its plaza space to provide an
addi ti onal buffer between the new tower and the
cl osest residential building. And recogni zi ng
the community’s need for active open space,
Rel at ed and the W ndward School have today
commtted to opening up the school gymto
community groups. While this council cannot
protect park | and that does not belong to the

City, this is an inportant opportunity to give
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SUBCOWM TTEE ON ZONI NG AND FRANCHI SES 14
back some active space to the neighborhood. |
will work with the school, Related and
comunity groups on a schedule for this use of
this gym and to make sure that there are
meani ngf ul opportunities for comunity
enjoyment. Further and also significantly, |
shoul d note that Rel ated has commtted to
keepi ng 20 percent of all units in this
bui |l di ng af f ordabl e permanently. And this is a
very inportant point, because just as we
struggle to preserve open space in nmy district,
we’ ve al so struggled to keep affordabl e housing
units. This playground was created through a
special deal with the city and Related met its
obligation to keep the park the open for 25
years, and | would note that if the City does
not live up to the deal that we nade, we may
| ose all credibility and the ability to make
deal s on even tenporary public spaces in the
future. The city may very well have nade a bad
deal, but that was the deal, and changing the
terms of the open space plan is not a question
in front of this Council today, accordingly I

wi Il be voting yes.
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SUBCOWM TTEE ON ZONI NG AND FRANCHI SES 15

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N: Thank you
Council Menmber Garodnick. |I'd like to just
call briefly on Council Member Ferraras who had
a sonething to add. Thank you.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRARAS: Sorry, and
in my moment to speak | forgot to thank all the
advocates and supporters ‘cause this was not
something that | did on my own. 1'd like to
t hank my col | eagues Council Member Leroy
Conrie, Council Menmber Mark Weprin, Counci
Menmber Peter Koo, the Land Use Comm ttee Staff,
Ranon Martinez [phonetic] from the Speaker’s
Ofice, the adm nistration and ny staff, Make
t he Road, the Fairness Coalition, Housing
Advocat es, Sunrise Co-op, Park Advocates, Faith
New Yor k, New Yorkers for Park, and Queens
Chanmber of Commerce for all their support
t hrough this time. So I want to thank you, and
this is really our victory. Thank you.

CHAlI RPERSON WEPRI N:  Thank you,
Council Menmber Ferraras. W’re now going to
nove onto the next items on our agenda, and
they are not related. See what | did there?

Ckay. The next one is Land Use 903, and this
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SUBCOW TTEE ON ZONI NG AND FRANCHI SES 16
I's Jackson Avenue, which is also known as 5
Pointz. We had a very extended hearing on this
as well, and we' re joined by Council Menber
Jimmy Van Bramer, Janes Van Bramer who
represents this site, and he will now explain
t hi s--these changes.

COUNCI L MEMBER VAN BRAMER: Thank

you very much, M. Chair, and | thank you for
t he hearing, the extensive hearing that we had
| ast week on 2244 Jackson Avenue in Long Island
City, a commonly known to some as 5 Pointz.
The question we’'re hearing today is not whether
or not we save 5 Pointz, but whether or not G&M
Realty could receive and increase in FAR on the
site that they currently own, and which they
can as of right build a substantial residential
housing unit. As a result of the Conmunity
Board, our extensive hearing process, and
community involvement, |I’m pleased that we’ ve
come to an agreenment with the applicants on the
special permt, and | support this application.
Here' s what we’ve done, as a result of our

i nvol vement and the Conmunity Board- -
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SUBCOWM TTEE ON ZONI NG AND FRANCHI SES 17

CHAI RPERSON VEEPRI N: [i nt er posi ng]
M. Van Braner, let me cut you off one second.
Can we have quiet in the Chamber, ‘cause it’s
getting a little noisy. Thank you. Sorry
there, M. Van Braner.

COUNCI L MEMBER VAN BRAMER: Thank
you very much, M. Chair. As a result of our
i nvol vement there will be over 1,000 jobs
created and I’ m pl eased that G&M Realty has
reached an agreement with the Buil ding
Construction Trades Council and SEIU 32bj,
ensuring that all 1,000 jobs will be good
payi ng union jobs with benefits and this is
good, because as the son of union parents,
nothing is nore inmportant to me than buil ding
pat hways to the mddle class. In addition, we
have nearly tripled the amount of affordable
housi ng units that were being offered at the
Community Board portion of this process, nearly
tripled affordable housing in this devel opment
maki ng sure that our neighborhood will remain
af fordable for all kinds of famlies, and the
truth is that 5 PO ntz has become inportant o

many people and we recognize that, so we're
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SUBCOWM TTEE ON ZONI NG AND FRANCHI SES 18
al so pleased that the ampunt of artist studio
space inside the building has been increased
from 2,00 square feet to 12,000 square feet and
received an agreenment in witing with the
Wl kof fs that those artists and arts
organi zations that were displaced fromthe
bui |l di ng when it becane uni nhabitable wll
receive the first offers to go back into that
bui l ding when it was built. |In addition to the
12,000 square feet of artist studio space
i nside the building, there will be nearly
10, 000 square feet of art panels and walls on
the exterior of the building in three different
pl aces, highly visible, and those walls will be
reserved for aerosol and graffiti art to be
di spl ayed, and there is an offer in witing
that the founder of 5 Pointz would be able and
have the opportunity to curate and even pai nt
t hose panels. That’'s a significant piece of
this plan. |In addition to all of this,
there’ |l be an over 32,000 square foot public
park and green space created in an area that is
now dark and is not safe for famlies at night.

This is a tremendous, tremendous agreenent,
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SUBCOWM TTEE ON ZONI NG AND FRANCHI SES 19
32,000 square foot public park. Not to mention,
50, 000 square feet of retail space and anple
parking. So for all of these reasons, |
support this plan and ask ny coll eagues to do
so as well. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON VEPRI N:  Thank you, M.

Van Bramer. The last item on our agenda is

Hal | etts Point. It’'s Land Use 904 to 9009,
i ncl usi ve. lt’s in Council Menber Peter F.
Vallone, Jr.’s District. He will be here | ater

on for the stated neeting and has indicated his
support. You know, this was the |east
controversial probably of our agenda, but there
was concern raised by the Council men and sone
of the community about creating some options on
ferry service for the new devel opment which has
heavy community support, and | know that the
City has made a commtnment to fund and perform
a feasibility engineering and design study for
possi ble | ocations for said ferry service.

Wth that in mnd, |I’"m going to nove to couple
these four items, WIllets Point--Okay. Calling
the numbers, Land Use 876 to 881, Land Use 902,

903, 904 to 909, and all of those itens are
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SUBCOWM TTEE ON ZONI NG AND FRANCHI SES 20
coupl ed. Once again, Wllets Point, 92"
Street, 5 Pointz, Jackson Avenue, and Hallets
Point all coupled, and we now call on Counsel
to please call the role.

COUNSEL: Chair Weprin?

CHAI RPERSON WV\EPRI N: | vote aye on
al I .

COUNSEL: Council Menmber Rivera?

COUNCI L MEMBER RI VERA: | vote aye.

COUNSEL: Council Menber Reyna?

COUNCI L MEMBER REYNA: Aye.

COUNSEL: Chair Conrie?

COUNCI L MEMBER COMRI E: | want to
congratul ate Council Menmber Weprin for doing an
excell ent job of holding the hearings, to have
everything aired out by the public. | want to
congratul ate Council Members Vall one, Van
Bramer, Garodnick, and Ferraras for doing a
Stallworth job in getting to this point today,
and 1’1l make nore extensive statenments |ater.
Aye on all.

COUNSEL: Counci | Menmber Jackson?
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SUBCOWM TTEE ON ZONI NG AND FRANCHI SES 21
COUNCI L MEMBER JACKSON
Congratul ations to ny coll eagues. | vote aye
on all.
COUNSEL: Council Menmber Garodnick?
COUNCI L MEMBER GARODNI CK:  Aye.
COUNSEL: Council Member W I s?
COUNCI L MEMBER W LLS: Aye on all
COUNSEL: Council Menber 1gnizio?
COUNCI L MEMBER IGNIZI O Yes, 1I'd
like to vote aye on all, and | also want to
poi nt out that very often the nmedia portrays
this body in a negative |ight, but when you see
here today is the hard work of Council Members
who stood up for their principles, stood for
their community, and ultimtely got a great
deal, and the one |I have to point out which I
believe is the toughest lady in the City
Council who is, while nine nmonths pregnant,
negotiating this, had a baby, canme back and
continued to negotiate it, and that’s ny good
friend Julissa Ferraras. Congratul ations and
your community will be grateful for your work.
| want to vote aye on all and happy to do so,

Jul i ssa.
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COUNSEL: Council Menmber Vann?

COUNCI L MEMBER VANN: Aye.

COUNSEL.: By a vote of nine in the
affirmati ve, no abstentions, and no negatives,
Land Use itens 876 to 881, 902, 903, 904 to and
i ncludi ng 909 are approved and referred to the
Full Land Use Comm ttee.

CHAI RPERSON VWEPRI N:  Thank you very
much. Wth that in mnd, the Land Use
Subcomm ttee is now adjourned. | want to--I
just want to before I wrap the gavel, rem nd
the nmenmbers that the Land Use nmeeting will be
i medi ately following this meeting and the
Stated shortly after that. So with that in
m nd, the meeting is now adj ourned.

COUNCI L MEMBER COMRI E: Pl ease don’t
| eave. The Full Commttee will start as soon
as the Sergeant of arns has the tape ready.

Pl ease don’t | eave. Congrats and thank you.
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