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CHAI RPERSON COWVRI E: Counci | hearing for
Sept enber 24th, 2013 and first off we have Counci
Menber Fernando Cabrera fromthe Bronx and we're
gonna be honoring The Samaritans of New York, so if
the group can cone forward.

[ backgr ound coment s]

CHAI RPERSON COVRI E: W have all the
volunteers with Samaritans of New York and |I'm gonna
turn...turn the mc over to Council Menber Cabrera to
tal k about the group. Council Menber.

COUNCI L MEMBER CABRERA: Thank you so
much. Truly it's an honor to honor a group, The
Samaritans, they are doing |ife-saving work,
literally they're saving lives; suicide prevention
wor k; they have a trenmendous hotline.

What you're lookin' at right now, you're
| ookin' at, right now you' re | ookin' at volunteers
that receive three nonths of training; they are
commtted to do this at |east for a year, sonme of
t hem have gone on to doin' this in a |onger tine
span. Having cone fromthis field of nental health,
as a licensed nental health counselor and | hold ny
Doctorate in Counseling, | can truly tell you that if

it wasn't for you, for the work that you do, there
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w Il be nore casualties and we need to elevate this
| evel of discussion to a place where it is okay to
tal k about a word that is taboo; often we tal k about
j ust about everything and sonebody coul d be sick,
they could have an illness and we'll tal k about that
il ness, but when it comes to suicide there is a
taboo that in our society we need to get rid of so we
can continue saving lives; Samaritans been doi ng that
for 30 years, 30 years and they deserve a real good
round of appl ause.

Let me just say one nore thing; | was
t hi nki ng about the nane Samaritan and there's a
bi blical notif there of soneone who was savi ng...who
took the tine, they didn't have to, to save sonebody
who was injured and we have a | ot of people who are
enotionally injured and if that person would have
been left there they will probably not nake it and
that's what you're doing; you are going forth and
touchi ng those who are enotionally crippled, who need
hel p and you're there for that help and we wanna
t hank you.

CHAI RPERSON COVRI E: ' Kay, can the derk

pl ease read the procl amation?
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CLERK: Council, Cty of New York
Procl amation. |In observing Septenber as Suicide
Prevent Month, the Council of the Cty of New York is
proud to honor Samaritans of New York for its
critical contributions and services. And whereas
suicide is now the tenth | eading cause of death in
the United States, resulting in nore fatalities
annual | y than autonobile accidents, in New York Gty
suicide is the fourth | eading cause of death for
those 15 to 34 years of age and the sixth |eading
cause for those 35 to 44. This serious public health
probl em can have |l asting harnful effects on
i ndividuals, famlies and conmunities. Wile the
causes of suicide are conplex, the goal of suicide
prevention is sinple; pronote education and
awar eness, provi de i nmedi ately accessi bl e support,
identify warning signs and risk factors and enhance
protective factors that increase resilience.

On this occasion we are proud to
acknowl edge that Samaritans has excelled in this
cause for over 30 years and whereas Samaritans of New
York and its nore than 100 dedi cated volunteers from
across the five boroughs staff the Cty's 24-hour

sui ci de prevention hotline, 212-673-3000, answering
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over 60,000 calls each year and provide i medi ately
accessi bl e and ongoi ng enoti onal support in crisis
responses to callers in distress, depressed and
sui ci dal and whereas Samaritans suicide prevention
efforts al so include public education, suicide
survivor support groups, conmunity coll aborations and
outreach prograns that provide needed care, support,
training and resources to those touched by suicide.

The organi zation has also had a
significant inpact in pronoting suicide prevention
awar eness, education and readi ness, especially for
at-risk youth, in collaboration with the New York
City Council, the New York City Departnent of
Educati on, Departnent of Youth and Conmunity
Devel opnent, Departnent for the Aging, New York City
Housi ng Aut hority, NYPD, FDNY, GWHC Ai ds Task Forces,
Saf e Horizon, Asian-Anmerican Federation on Mental
Heal t h, Conmunal Life and others and through the
trai ni ng and professional devel opnent of nore than
35,000 New York City caregivers and health providers.

Now t herefore be it known that the
Council of the City of New York proudly honors The
Samaritans of New York for its extraordinary services

and contributions to New York Cty. Christine C
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Qui nn; Speaker for the entire Council, Fernando
Cabrera, Council Menber 14th District Bronx and many
ot her Council| Menbers.

[ appl ause]

[ backgr ound coment s]

CHAI RPERSON COVRI E: And can we have...
yes; you wanna say a few words...have the Chairmn say
a few words?

SAVARI TANS CHAI RVAN:  Just wanna t hank
you very nuch; Samaritans wouldn't be here if it
weren't for the support of the Gty Council; your
acknow edgnent of the inportance of suicide
prevention in our conmunities; in our schools is so
I nportant; the recognition of Septenber as Suicide
Prevention Month in New York is sonmething that's very
i mportant for this health epidemic in this country
and the volunteers of Samaritans have been doing this
work for over 30 years, over 120 people working 24
hours a day, 7 days a week, have answered over a
mllion calls frompeople in distress, who are
overwhel med, who are in crisis, who are traumati zed,
have been through di sasters, mannmade and ot herw se,
and as the Council Menber said, people talk about

Samaritans; these volunteers norning, noon and ni ght
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STATED MEETI NG 9
come and do the work, they're rarely recogni zed, they
wor k behi nd the scenes, but when soneone in New York
is in trouble we're always there. Thank you very
much.

[ appl ause]

SAMARI TANS CHAI RVAN:  And | just wanna
thank the Council and ny associate, Fiodhna O G ady,
who works closely with the Council, the Samaritan
staff, the volunteers, the board nenbers and
everybody who makes this work possible. Thank you.

[ appl ause]

CHAI RPERSON COVRI E:  Thank you; thank you
for being here this afternoon. Mss O Grady, please.

FI ODHNA O GRADY: [l augh] This is very
true. Thank you very nmuch. 1It's a huge honor to be
here; | feel like the 51 Council Menbers; |
personal ly harass themw th the tales of the
vul nerabl e of New York and the wonderful thing is the
reception | get not only fromthe Council Menbers,
but fromthe staff; it actually is a privilege;
soneti nmes people say, oh you work in suicide
prevention and | say well, you know, all the problens
that are around; this is a very inportant one and it

is very gratifying to work with you guys, 'cause |
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literally see the change occur and for the funding to
come to a problemthat deserves...not only needs the
attention, but deserves nore attention and | believe
as the years com ng and the new Council Menbers cone
in and you go on to your new tasks and your new jobs
Il will be there chasing you for the noney and for the
policy and for the change for the people of New York.

[ appl ause]

CHAI RPERSON COVRI E:  Thank you. Thank
you. Thank you all. And just another round of
appl ause for all of the volunteers that really keep
up with the work of The Samaritans. Thank you very
much.

[ pause]

MALE VO CE: Mc check, mc check. Mc
check.

CHAI RPERSON COVRI E:  Okay, we have
anot her cerenoni al and cerenonial's gonna be
conducted with the Queens Del egati on Menbers,
hopefully that are here and Council Menber Dani el
Drommis gonna do the details and presentation.
Counci | Menmber Dromm

COUNCI L MEMBER DROWM  Thank you, Leroy

Conrie, Council Menber Leroy Conrie. | want to
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STATED MEETI NG 11
invite the honoree, Fatinma Ptacek to conme up as well
to join us here and to invite ny coll eagues to join
us as well.

Fatima is a constituent of mne and she
is fanmbus. On Sunday, February 24, 2013 the Acadeny
of Mdtion Picture and Arts and Sci ences awarded an
OGscar to Curfew, a short filmconceived and produced
entirely in New York City for Best Live Action Short
Filmat the Acadeny Awards held in Los Angel es,
California; that |eading actress in that novie was
Fati ma Pt acek.

[ appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER DROWM Al t hough she's
only 12 years old, she's already an acconpli shed
actress. Wile pursuing her acting career Fatinm has
remai ned as a full-time enrolled New York City Public
School student at P.S. 122 in Astoria and she
currently resides in ny District as well.

She has served for two years on the Board
of the Student Council and in recognition of her
academ c achi evenents, school |eadership and
conpartnent she'll be inducted into the Nationa
Juni or Honor Society, or she was actually, on My

22nd. Congratul ati ons on that.
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[ appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER DROVW  Now i n addition,
Fatima is a conpetitive gymmast and training nearly
20 hours per week at Chel sea Piers and conpetes at
USAG Level 7. This past season she conpeted in the
New Yor k State Chanpi onshi ps and was awarded sil ver
and bronze nedal s. [interpose]

[ appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER DROVWM  Now in her spare
tinme, if you can believe it; | don't know how nuch
spare tine she could possibly have; she participates
in charitable causes, particularly those that focus
on children. She works with the SAG Foundation's
BookPALS programto pronote literacy, volunteers to
read to sick children at the Mdrgan Stanley
Chil dren's Hospital and serves as a Youth Anbassador
for the Elizabeth G aser Pediatric Al DS Foundation
and the Latino Conmm ssion on Al DS.

Now, she even tops nme in this one; she's
fluent in English and Spani sh and she's | earning
Mandarin Chinese. So she is an acconplished |ingui st
as wel | .

But | adi es and gentl enmen, the reason why

| said you nmay recogni ze her is because Fatima Ptacek
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is Dora the Explorer and you may have heard Dora on
television and so nowl'd |like to present...|' mgonna
ask the Gty Cerk to read the proclamati on and then
Il wll ask Fa...

CITY CLERK: Council, Cty of New York
Procl anati on. Wereas the Council of the Cty of New
York is proud to honor Fatima Ptacek for her
out st andi ng achi evenents and her inspiring support to
many charitabl e causes and whereas Fatinma, the
daughter of a proud retired NYPD detective, is an
exceptionally tal ented and hard-working 12-year-ol d.
In addition to being a full-time New York Gty Public
School student, nmintaining honor roll status in the
G fted Programat the Acadeny at P.S. 122 Queens in
Astoria, serving for two years on the board of the
student council and being inducted into the Nationa
Juni or Honor Society, she has truly made an inpact in
househol ds across the country and whereas Fatima is
an acconplished actress, best known for her starring
role as the voice of Dora, the Nickel odeon's wildly
popul ar educational TV series Dora the Explorer.
Enbar ki ng on countl ess quests, this |oveable
character has won the hearts of young viewers from

coast to coast and beyond thanks to Fatima's equal ly
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ani mat ed and adventurous spirit and whereas beyond
providing the voice for Dora, Fatima has perfornmed in
a leading role off Broadway, starred in nore than 70
conmerci als and has been a principal actress in
several TV shows and feature filnms. She also starred
in Curfew, a short film conceived, shot and produced
entirely in New York Cty. On Sunday, February 24th,
2013 at the Acadeny Awards, Curfew won the Oscar for
Best Live Action Short Filmand whereas through al
of her success Fatim has remained commtted to
hel pi ng ot hers and supports nunerous charitable
causes, particularly those focusing on children. She
works with the Screen Actors Guild Foundation's
BookPALS programto pronote literacy, volunteers to
read to sick children at the Mdrgan Stanley
Chil dren's Hospital and al so serves as Youth
Anbassador to the Elizabeth d aser Pediatric AIDS
Foundati on and the Latino Conmm ssion on Al DS.

Now t herefore be it known that the
Council of the Gty of New York gratefully honors
Fati ma Ptacek for her outstandi ng achi evenents and
generous phil anthropic support. Christine C. Quinn,
Speaker for the entire Council, Daniel Dromm Counci

Menmber, 25th District, Queens.
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COUNCI L MEMBER DROW  Thank you. And |
just wanna say...[i nterpose]

[ appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER DROW that we have been
j oi ned by her father Jack and her nother Lucia, who
are over here taking pictures as well, so thank you
both for com ng. Fatinma...yeah, let's give the nother
and father...let's give the parents a round of
appl ause.

[ appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER DROWM  especially Lucia
for the job she's done. Fatima.

FATI MA PTACEK: So of course | would like
to say thank you so nuch to Council Menber Dronm
he's an anmazing person; |I'mproud to be a part of his
District, as well as Speaker Quinn and the rest of
the Council Menbers who are here today.

Ww, I'"'mreally, really honored to be
here and for this nom nation and actually, the
proclamation; | amvery excited and lastly, | know
it's only supposed to be a mnute, sorry...[| augh]

SPEAKER QUI NN:  Take your time; we're in

no rush.
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FATI MA PTACEK: [l augh] Sorry. So I...1
really, really wanna continue doing all the work that
" mdoing; | want to pursue ny career, continue wth
ny education; as | was speaking to M. Dronm before,
| want to graduate fromHarvard, | want to go to
ei ther Anmerican Studies Lehnman Col | ege or Brookl yn
Latin H gh School, so this is...[interpose]

[ backgr ound coment s]

FATI MA PTACEK: [laugh] this is my year
to really shine in ny education. And of course, wth
ny philanthropy; I'mvery, very proud to be a part of
everything that I do and I wouldn't do it unless I
| oved it, so thank you so nmuch for this opportunity.

[ appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER DROWM  Congratul ations to
you Fatinma, very well.

[ pause]

MALE VO CE: Ladies and gentlenen, can
have your attention please; can | have sonme quiet on
the floor please? Quiet on the floor. Quiet please.

At this time please place all cell phones
and pagers to vibrate. WIIl all non-Counci

enpl oyees pl ease | eave the nain floor of the
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Chanbers; you can have a seat in the balcony. Thank

you.
[ pause]
CHAI RPERSON COVRIE:  All rise for the

Pl edge of Allegiance. | pledge allegiance to the...

[ pause]

CHAI RPERSON COVRI E:  Stated Meeting,
Sept enber 24th, 2013, roll call

CITY CLERK: Arroyo. Barron. Brewer.
Thank you. Thank you. Cabrera. Chin.

COUNCI L MEMBER CHIN:  Here.

CITY CLERK: Conri e.

CHAI RPERSON COVRI E:  Present.

CITY CLERK: Crowl ey. Dickens. Dl an.
Dr omm

COUNCI L MEMBER DROMM  Here.

CI TY CLERK: Eugene.

COUNCI L MEMBER EUCGENE: Here.

CITY CLERK: Ferreras. Fidler. Foster.

COUNCI L MEMBER FOSTER:  Here.

C TY CLERK: Garodnick. GCennaro.

COUNCI L MEMBER GENNARO  Her e.

CITY CLERK: Centile.

COUNCI L MEMBER GENTI LE: Here.
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Cl TY CLERK: Gonzal ez. G eenfi el d.

COUNCI L MEMBER GREENFI ELD: Good to be

C TY CLERK: Halloran. 1gnizio.
Janes.

COUNCI L MEMBER JAMES: Here.

CI TY CLERK: King.

COUNCI L MEMBER KI NG  Present.

CI TY CLERK:  Koo.

COUNCI L MEMBER KOO Present.

CI TY CLERK:  Koppel I.

COUNCI L MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

CITY CLERK: Koslowitz.

COUNCI L MEMBER KOSLOW TZ: Here.

Cl TY CLERK: Lander.

COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER:  Here.

CITY CLERK: Lappin

COUNCI L MEMBER LAPPI N:  Here.

CI TY CLERK: Levin.

COUNCI L MEMBER LEVI N: Mar k- Vi veri t o.

COUNCI L MEMBER MEALY: Her e.
Cl TY CLERK: Mendez. Nel son

COUNCI L MEMBER NELSON:  Here.

18
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CITY CLERK: Pal ma. Recchia. Reyna.

COUNCI L MEMBER REYNA: Here.

Cl TY CLERK: Richards.

COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS: Present.

CITY CLERK: Rodriguez. Rose.

COUNCI L MEMBER ROSE: Here.

CTY CLERK: U rich. Vacca. Vallone.
Van Braner .

COUNCI L MEMBER VAN BRAMER. Here.

CITY CLERK: Vann. Weprin.

COUNCI L MEMBER WEPRI N:  Here.

CTY CLERK: Wllians. WIIls. Gddo.

Ri vera. Speaker Qui nn.

CHAI RPERSON COVRI E: W have a quorum we
are honored to have the invocation being presented to
us today by Reverend Vernon WIIlianms, Perfect Peace
Mnistries Youth Qutreach. Al rise.

REV. VERNON W LLI AMS: G ving honor unto
God, the Mayor, the nenbers of the Cty Council and
to invited guests; | count it an honor to be here
today; |et us pray.

Behol d how good and how pl easant it is
for brethren male and female to join together in

unity. Lord grant this august body your |ove and | et




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

STATED MEETI NG 20
it abound within them Lord allow this august body to
be filled with your holy spirit that what they say
and do m ght be pleasing in your sight oh God. Cod,
continue to bless Anerica and those things that we
put our hand to to glorify your nanme. My your grace
and mercy be sufficient for those who are called by
your nanme. Anen.

CHAI RPERSON COVRI E: Counci | Menber
Di ckens, spread the notion.

COUNCI L MEMBER DI CKENS: Mdtion to spread
the invocation in full upon the record. And I just
wanna say sonet hi ng about ... about ...[i nt er pose]

SPEAKER QUINN: Can we get a little quiet
pl ease for Council Menber Dickens? [interpose]

CHAI RPERSON COVRI E:  Qui et pl ease.

COUNCI L MEMBER DI CKENS: | just wanna say
a little sonething about...about Pastor WIllians. In
addition to being the founder of the Perfect Peace
M nistry Youth Qutreach he works daily to diffuse
street confrontations that are occurring in our
communi ty between young people who are often arned
with guns and knives. He's known for patrolling the
streets, talking to the youth and for his rapid

response to violent episodes, using texts, Twitter
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and Facebook alerts to organize community response.
He is not shy about discussing his troubled past and
freely discusses his crimnal past as a way to
connect with the youth so that they do not fear him
as an adult. He has earned his Master's Degree and
inthe Village of Harlemwe' re very proud of
Reverend, Pastor WIIi ans.

[ appl ause]

SPEAKER QUI NN:  Thank you; if | could ask
nmy coll eagues to again rise for a nonent please. Qur
t houghts and prayers today go out to all of the
victinms of the Washi ngton Navy Yard massacre, where a
gunman killed 12 innocent people in another sensel ess
and crazed act of gun violence. President Cbama said
at the menorial service for the victins that the
shooting "ought to be a shock to all of us, as a
nati on and as people; it ought to obsess us; it ought
to lead to sonme sort of transformation, but sonmetines
there is a creeping resignation that this is sonmehow
the new normal; we can't accept this."

This Council has itself stood too often
in nonents of silence for tragic and neani ngl ess acts
of wanton violence and we all nust pledge to continue

to do all we can to work to end the spreadi ng di sease
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of gun violence in our city, state, country and
wor | d.

We al so stand today because our thoughts
are also with the scores of innocent victinms of the
Al Qaeda-linked terrorist attack at a shoppi ng nal
in Nairobi, Kenya. These ongoing terrorist attacks
around the world nust remnd all of us here in New
York City to remain commtted in the war against
terrorism but also remain commtted to making this
city, state, country and world a nore united and
peaceful place. So lets keep all of the victins and
all of their famlies in our thoughts.

[ pause]

SPEAKER QUI NN:  Thank you M. Mjority
Leader.

CHAI RPERSON COVRI E:  Adoption of M nutes.

COUNCI L MEMBER FOSTER: | would like
this, ny last dated neeting, to...yes...to adopt the
M nutes of the August 22nd, 2013 Stated M nutes.

CHAI RPERSON COVRI E:  Thank you Counci
Menber Foster and | just want to congratul ate you and
t hank you for your service and congratul ate you on
your new position...[interpose]

[ appl ause]
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CHAI RPERSON COVRI E:  you're going to the...
[interpose]

[ backgr ound comment s]

CHAI RPERSON COVRI E: Counci | Menber
Foster's gonna be the new Conmi ssioner for the New
York State Division of Human Rights, so we will be
all in touch with her

SPEAKER QUINN: W are awaiting the
arrival of Council Menber Foster's famly, who got
stuck inalittle bit of UNtraffic, so we will cone
back to this part of the Council neeting as well, so...
[interpose]

CHAI RPERSON COWVRI E:  (Okay, great. And we
have the soon-to-be-certified Denocratic primary
wi nners for Coun...uh Coun...Corey Johnson fromthe...
that will be re...and Vanessa G bson, Costa
Constantini des, Rory Lancnman...[i nterpose]

[ appl ause]

[ backgr ound coment s]

CHAI RPERSON COVRI E:  Carl os...and Carl os
Menchaca.

[ appl ause]
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CHAI RPERSON COVRI E:  And Carl os Menchaca.
And | know | saw Inez Barron here earlier; | wanna
just make sure | said it right this tine.

[l aught er]

CHAI RPERSON COWVRI E: [l augh] Messages and
papers fromthe Mayor

CITY CLERK: M 1250, Mayor's Managenent
Report.

CHAI RPERSON COVRI E: Conmmruni cation from
City County and Borough O fices...[interpose]

SPEAKER QUI NN:  Recei ved, ordered,
printed and fil ed.

CHAI RPERSON COVRI E:  Petitions and
Communi cat i ons.

CITY CLERK: M 1251, resignation of
Counci | Menber Hel en Di ane Foster.

SPEAKER QUI NN: Recei ved, ordered,
printed and fil ed.

CHAI RPERSON COVRI E:  Land Use Cal |l - Ups.

CITY CLERK: M 1252 through 1256.

SPEAKER QUINN: If we could have a couple
of those itens and have a roll call on the couple
Land Use Cal |l -Ups pl ease.

CITY CLERK: Arroyo.
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COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYO.  Aye. And with
permssion |'d like to vote aye on the general order
calendar. M. Mjority Leader, with permssion |I'd
like to vote aye on the general order cal endar.

CHAI RPERSON COVRI E:  Yes, perm ssion.
Yes...[i nterpose]

COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYO  Aye on all.

CHAI RPERSON COVRI E:  so granted, yes.
Sorry.

Cl TY CLERK: Barron.

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: 1'd like to ask
perm ssion to...to vote aye...aye on all of the genera
order calendar itens that's going to be di scussed at
this particular nmeeting on this particular day and |
woul d appreciate it if you would grant ne the
perm ssion to vote aye.

CHAI RPERSON COVRI E: Yes, so ordered.

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: Thank you. Thank
you very nmuch and | hope everybody has a nice
wonder ful day and life.

Cl TY CLERK: Brewer.

COUNCI L MEMBER BREVEER:  Aye.

CI TY CLERK: Cabrera.

COUNCI L MEMBER CABRERA: Aye.
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CI TY CLERK:  Chin.
COUNCI L MEMBER CHI N Aye.
CITY CLERK: Conri e.
CHAI RPERSON COVRI E:  Aye.
CITY CLERK: Crowl ey. Dickens.
COUNCI L MEMBER DI CKENS:  Yes.
CTY CLERK: Dilan. Dromm
COUNCI L MEMBER DROMM  Aye.
CI TY CLERK: Eugene.
COUNCI L MEMBER EUCGENE: Aye.
CITY CLERK: Fidler. Foster.
COUNCI L MEMBER FOSTER:  Aye.
Cl TY CLERK:  Gennaro.
COUNCI L MEMBER GENNARQO  Yes.
CITY CLERK: Gentile.
COUNCI L MEMBER GENTI LE:  Yes.
Cl TY CLERK: Conzal ez.
COUNCI L MEMBER GONZALEZ:  Aye.
CITY CLERK: Geenfield. Halloran.
COUNCI L MEMBER HALLORAN:  Aye.

CITY CLERK: Ignizio. Jackson.

COUNCI L MEMBER JACKSON:  Aye on all.

CI TY CLERK: Janes.

26
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COUNCI L MEMBER JAMES: May | be excused

to vote on all general orders and all |and use itens

for today?

CHAI RPERSON COVRI E:  So order ed.

COUNCI L MEMBER JAMES: | urge everyone to

vote on Cctober 1st and | vote aye on all

CI TY CLERK: King. Koo.

COUNCI L MEMBER KOO. M. Mjority Leader

| would Iike to vote aye and | want to, with

per m ssi on,

Meal y.

vote aye on general order and cal endars.
CHAI RPERSON COVRI E: So or der ed.
COUNCI L MEMBER KOO  Thank you
CI TY CLERK: Koppel I .

COUNCI L MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.
CITY CLERK: Koslow tz.

COUNCI L MEMBER KOSLOW TZ:  Aye.
Cl TY CLERK: Lander.

COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER:  Aye.

CI TY CLERK: Lappi n.

COUNCI L MEMBER LAPPI N:  Aye.

ClI TY CLERK: Levi n. Mar k- Vi verito.

COUNCI L MEMBER MEALY: Aye.

Cl TY CLERK: Mendez.




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

STATED MEETI NG 28

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ:

C TY CLERK

COUNCI L MEMBER NELSON:

unani nous consent to vote aye on al

general order

CHAI RPERSON COWVRI E

C TY CLERK

COUNCI L MEMBER PALMA:

C TY CLERK

COUNCI L MEMBER LEVI N:

C TY CLERK

COUNCI L MEMBER RECCHI A:

perm ssion to vote aye
orders. | vote aye on
Hel en Di ane Foster for

t hi s wonder f ul

CHAI RPERSON COWVRI E

C TY CLERK

COUNCI L MEMBER REYNA: |

chanber.

Aye.
Nel son.
Aye and | request

itens in the

of the cal endar.

So ordered.
Pal ma.

Aye.

Levi n.

Aye.
Recchi a.

I'd like
on all call-ups and genera
I'd al so like to thank

al | .

her years of dedication to

O der.
Reyna.

vote aye on al

and congratul ati ons to our colleague, Council Menber
Hel en D ane Foster; |ove you.

Cl TY CLERK: Richards.

COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS: Aye.

Cl TY CLERK

Rodr i guez.
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COUNCI L MEMBER RODRI GUEZ:  Aye.

CITY CLERK: Rose. Urich.

COUNCI L MEMBER ULRI CH:  Aye.

CITY CLERK: Vacca.

COUNCI L MEMBER VACCA: Aye.

CI TY CLERK: Vallone. Van Braner. Vann.

COUNCI L MEMBER VANN:  Unani nous consent
to vote on all |and use call-ups, all resolutions...
[interpose]

CHAI RPERSON COVRI E:  So ordered. So
ordered. ' Kay.

COUNCI L MEMBER VANN: everything; | vote

aye.

CITY CLERK:  Weprin.

COUNCI L MEMBER WEPRI N:  Aye.

CTY CLERK:  WIIlians.

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AMS:  Aye.

CITY CLERK: W/ Is.

COUNCI L MEMBER WLLS: | vote aye on...Ch,
I"msorry; |I'd ask for unani nbus consent to vote on

all general order copy..No. M. Mjority Leader,
reque...
CHAI RPERSON COVRI E:  So ordered.

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLS: Thank you.
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CITY CLERK: (ddo. Rivera. Speaker
Qui nn.

SPEAKER QUI NN:  Aye on all.

CHAI RPERSON COVRI E:  Today's | and use
call -ups were adopted by a vote of 44 affirmative,
zero in the negative. Conmmunication fromthe
Speaker.

SPEAKER QUI NN Thank you. W are voting
on a nunber of pieces of |egislation today dealing
Wi th recomendati ons fromthe Building Resiliency
Task Force and a piece of |egislation com ng out of
the Cvil Rights Conmttee; let ne start with that
pi ece of |egislation dealing with addi ng extra
requi renments around not discrimnating against
pregnant wonen in the workplace. Can we just get a
little quiet for a sec?

MALE VO CE: Keep it down pl ease...

[ crosstal k]

SPEAKER QUINN: | wanna thank AliXx
Pustil ni k, Jul ene Beckford and Dam en Butvick for
their work on this; | wanna thank the | ead sponsor of
the bill, Council Menber Ji my Vacca and the Chair of
the CGvil Rights Conmittee, Debbie Rose, for their

work on this
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This piece of legislation will require
that the Gity's Human Rights Law is crystal clear
around enpl oyers' requirenent to not just not
di scri mi nate agai nst pregnant wonen, but also to
require that they nake appropriate accommodations in
t he wor kpl ace when necessary for a pregnant enpl oyee.
This bill was chanpioned in addition to Counci
Menber Vacca and Debbi e Rose by NON New York Gty,
by Legal Mnentum and A Better Bal ance and we wanna
thank all of them and thank the wonen whose persona
stories of treatnment in the workplace, which you
woul d just find so shocking it still occurs, hel ped
all craft this bill and nmake sure we will now have a
very strong Human Rights Law in this area which give
people, if they are the victins of discrimnation,
the option of going to civil court or to the Human
Ri ghts Conm ssion. Let ne call on the sponsor of the
bill, Chair Vacca and the Chair of the Commttee,
Chair Rose.

CHAI R VACCA: Thank you Speaker Qui nn.

This | aw seeks to have proactive action
taken to protect the rights of pregnant woman. |
sponsored this |egislation because there were glaring

holes in existing rules and regul ati ons that govern
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this matter. Things that you and I may think of as
common sense and things that you and | may say of
course wll be accompdat ed were not al ways bei ng
accommodated in the workplace and it caused distress
and it caused nmjor problens for women who had to
wor k because of econom c situations or other reasons
wanted to work during their pregnancy. Many of those
affected are in the retail sector of our enploynent.
We heard stories and | just wanted to read one or
t wo.

A pregnant home attendant was sent hone
fromwork at 17 weeks pregnant because she submitted
a doctor's note with a nodest lifting restriction.
The enpl oyer acted wi thout any di scussion of what she
could or could not do on the job; she was sinply sent
hone. She coul d' ve stayed and worked and avoi ded
hefty lifting but was never given the opportunity;
she was term nated; she had to go to a honel ess
shel ter.

A pregnant retail worker was rushed to
the emergency room when she fainted on the job
because her boss would not let her drink water while
standing for hours at the cash register. She was 16

weeks pregnant and severely dehydrated; her doctor
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had told her to be vigilant about drinking water, but
her boss would not allowit; she was rushed to the
hospi tal by anbul ance and treated with intravenous
f1 ui ds.

So where you and | think that this is
just conmon sense and commobn decency, we never
codified into Gty law that these rights are basic
rights, we...[interpose]

SPEAKER QUINN: I'msorry; can we just
get alittle quiet for Council Menber Vacca?

CHAI R VACCA: Thank you Speaker ...
[interpose]

SPEAKER QUI NN:  Thank you; sorry Ji nmy.

CHAI R VACCA: Thank you Speaker Quinn.
We...what we've done is that we've told people, go to
t he Human Ri ghts Conmi ssion; go take civil action.
Well we want to avert that from happening; those
actions, be it civil court or a brief with the Human
Ri ghts Comm ssi on, those actions take nonths to
adj udi cate whil e the pregnant woman cannot go to work
or works under terrible conditions affecting her
heal th and the health of her unborn child. So

today's | egislation speaks to what our city should do
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to protect the rights of both the unborn and the
pregnant fenal e.

So | hope that you'll pass it; | wanna
t hank the advocacy groups; | wanna thank those who
came forth and testified and really nade this
|l egislation a reality and it will go a long way to
protecting so many of our wonmen in this city. Thank
you.
SPEAKER QUI NN:  Thank you. Chair Rose.
CHAIR ROSE: Thank you, Speaker. | w sh
to thank the Council Menbers and Council Menber Vacca
for his | eadership on this legislation and to Speaker
Qui nn for her support. | amproud to be a co-sponsor
of Intro 0974 A, the Pregnant Wrkers Fairness Act.
And after hearing the testinony of wonman
after woman who cane before the Conmittee to talk
about sonething that is natural, as natural as
breat hing, how it had becone a handi cap and coul d
| ead to a worman | osing her job sinply because she was
pr egnant .
| wish that this bill was not needed,;
that in 2013 pregnant wonen were not in danger of
|l osing their jobs or positions of authority based on

pregnancy. The Federal Pregnancy Di scrimnation Act
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was passed nore than 30 years ago, but still the
probl em persists. And | wanna thank Angie Wl fare
for her bravery in fighting this.

The national figures are al arm ng;
pregnancy-rel ated di scrimnation charges have
i ncreased by 35 percent in the past decade and
conprise 20 percent of the discrimnation clains
brought by wonen; this is unacceptable, especially as
wonen conprise al nost 50 percent of the workforce and
are the primary or co-prinmary earners in over two-
thirds of Anerican househol ds.

The Pregnancy Workers Fairness Act will
prohi bit discrimnation in enploynent based on
pregnancy, childbirth or related conditions and w ||
require that enployers provide a reasonabl e
accomodation to pregnant wonmen and those who suffer
conditions related to pregnancy and childbirth as
|l ong as it does not cause undue hardship. No |ong
will wonmen be in danger of losing their jobs sinply
because they need to | eave their desk or work station
for a drink of water, a quick bathroom break or to
get off their feet for a few nonents.

My col | eagues, | hope you will join nme in

voting to pass this bill, because with this passage
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New York City will be, as it has often been, a | eader
and trend-setter on an inportant civil rights issue.
Thank you.

SPEAKER QUI NN:  Thank you very nmuch Chair
Rose. W are also voting on a package of
| egi slation, as | nentioned, which deals with the
recommendati ons of the Building Resiliency Task Force
whi ch the Council and the Bl oonberg Adm nistration
put together after Hurricane Sandy to ask industry
experts to cone up with recommendati ons about how we
can i nprove existing building structures and new
buil ding structures to nmake sure they are nore
cli mate change and natural disaster ready.

| wanna naeke a special thank you to
everyone on the Task Force, but particularly to
Russel |l Unger; a Council alumwho is the head of the
Green Buildings Council and chaired the Task Force
for us. | wanna thank Chair Gennaro, whose
commttee...one of the bills went through and is a
sponsor of a nunber of the bills, Chair D lan, who
four of the bills went through his commttee. |
wanna t hank Council Menber Fidler, Council Menber
I gni zi o, Council Menber Nel son and Council Menber

Ri chards who along with Chair Gennaro are sponsors of
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the legislation. | wanna thank Laura Popa, Sanara
Swanst on, Dan Avery and Jeff Baker for their work on
the legislation in the EP Conmttee; Bob Homm
[ phonetic], Colin Howe [phonetic] and Jeff Baker for
their work on the legislation in the Housing and
Buil ding Conmittee. These |legislation...also...sorry,
Ed Atkin, Jeff Baker for their work as well.

These pieces of legislation in the
Envi ronnental Protection Committee deal with the
i nportant recommendation of requiring that resilience
to climate change is a responsibility codified into
law into the Mayor's Ofice of |ong-term planning and
sustainability. | think folks who renenber that we
in the Council took the inportant step of naking that
office a legal requirenment in the Cty of New York
we wanna make sure we respond to what happened in the
City by making resiliency to climte change a
requi renment of the focus of this office. | just also
wanna rem nd fol ks, as we | ook at the environnental
protection and the housing and buildings bills today,
these bills following the 10 ot her pieces of
| egi sl ati on we passed requiring better planning and
preparedness as it deals with the inpact of natura

di sasters on residents across the City.
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Let nme start by calling on the Chair of
Envi ronmental Protection and the sponsor of 1105 A,
Chai r Gennar o.

CHAI R GENNARGC.  Thank you Madane Speaker
and 1'd like to thank all mny colleagues for this
body's great response to Hurricane Sandy; | think
this has been one of the body's finest hours. 1'd
like to remind all the nenbers that even before Sandy
hit back in August of 2012 we passed a conprehensive
| aw t hat provided for the orderly planning and the
financing of all kinds of resilience nmeasures that we
woul d have to do, because we knew back in 2012 that a
bi g storm was gonna cone and of course ei ght weeks
later it did. So we were out in front of the issue
and then once the storm happened we've really risen
to the occasion, so |'mvery proud of the Speaker and
the body for really doing what it did.

Let me just talk briefly about the bill
that the Speaker was just tal king about with regard
to the Ofice of Long-Term Pl anni ng and
Sustainability. W're making the job a little
bi gger; we...this is an office that the Mayor created
that we, like the Speaker said, put forward in | aw

and now we're giving themthe added responsibility of
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having the position that will deal with this; we're
going to actually tweak the Sustainability Advisory
Board to nmake sure it has nenbers that can deal with
these issues; we're calling upon PlaNYC also to fully
enbrace, you know the idea of making the Gty nore,
you know, climte change friendly and nore resilient,
so this a great step in that direction

And once again, | thank this body for
really rising to the occasion for making this City
you know much nore climate change friendly. Thank
you Madane Speaker

SPEAKER QUI NN:  Thank you very much
Chair CGennaro. And then | want to again thank Chair
Dl an, Council Menbers Fidler, Ignizio, Nelson and
Ri chards and the four pieces of |egislation sponsored
by those nenbers deal with requiring that toilets and
faucets be capabl e of operating with an externa
supply of electrical power, a study to study the
effects of wind on city buildings, a manual on fl ood
construction and protection standards and | egi sl ation
requiring a study to prevent the backflow of sewage
and | wanna thank everyone who was a part of that.

| al so wanna nmake note that out of the

Transportation Conmttee we're passing 1088 A and
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t hank Chair Vacca and Council Menber Gennaro, who was
a sponsor of that. | wanna thank Lyle Frank, Jeff
Baker and Bob Homm who worked on that and that piece
of legislation will require a study of perneable
roadway and sidewal k materials and | don't know if
t he sponsor...Jim did you wanna say a few words on
t hat ?

COUNCI L MEMBER GENNARO  Just very
briefly. This is sonething that we've been tal king
about for along tine; it was very critical with
regard to how we managed stormwater sonmething; it's
really an idea that we've trying to push for the | ast
couple years, as we try to deal with stormwater, as
we try to get less stormwater to go in the sewers
and that of course leads to |l ess pollution of our
| ocal waterways and of course this has been nade al
the nore inportant in a post-Sandy world and |I'm very
happy to have worked wi th Chai rman Vacca and ot her
menbers of the Council to get this perneabl e pavenent
built. Thank you.

SPEAKER QUI NN:  Thank you very much. And
as we nentioned before, today is a day where we wl|
sadly say goodbye in the Cty Council sense to our

col l eague and friend, Helen D ane Foster as she
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resigns her seat in the Cty Council today and
effective tonight the City Council's loss will be the
Cuonmo Adm nistration's gain as she becones the State
Conmi ssi oner of Human Rights. So let's hear it again
for Hel en.

[ appl ause]

SPEAKER QUINN:  And...and | wanna
recogni ze that we have been joined by Council Menber
Foster's husband, Eric McKay who is with us, her
father, Council Menber Reverend Wendel|l Foster who's
W th us, her nmom..her nom Helen Foster who's with us
and her sister Rebecca who are also with us.

And | think the...how many years has this
seat been held by a Foster? | was gonna say 37, but
36, which is remarkable benefit to the Borough and to
the District, Helen being the second Foster, entered
the Council on January 1st, 2002 and in her 12 years
on the Council she has ably chaired the Parks and
Recreation Committee, the State and Federa
Legi slation Cormittee; she al so served on the
Comm ttees on Aging, Education, Finance, Health,
Public Safety, as well as others. She served for
quite sone time as the co-chair of black, Latino and

Asi an caucus and the Wnen's Caucus. And | just
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wanna say, if you were to think of a position that
woul d be the right one for Helen to go to after her
incredibly strong forceful, focused advocacy on the
Cty Council it would be a job fighting for human
rights across this City and State, because | think
notwi thstanding all the commttees | listed; if you
asked everybody what is the issue that Helen, you
have fought nost aggressively, nost effectively and
in the nost conpelling and personal way for; it is
equality inthis Gty, in this body, in this
governnment; in this country and | know we woul d al
| ove you to stay till Decenber 31st, but this really...
and not just..'cause | think your headquarters is in
the Bronx, right? This is a job made for Hel en
Foster, so...[interpose]

[ appl ause]

SPEAKER QUI NN:  Hel en, thank you for your
great service to the Gty and in advance, thank you
for your great service to our State and | know t he
ways that you' ve inproved this Gty Council, the ways
you' ve inproved this Gty governnent and this Cty
wi Il now be possible for all the counties of our
great state, so it's great to have all of the Counci

Menber ...t he...shoul dn't say Council Menbers el ect,
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sorry Republicans, the Denocratic nonm nees, but
particularly to have Vanessa with us today. So
Hel en, thank you so nmuch and if | could ask you to
say a few words.

[ appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER FOSTER:  Thank you very
much. This is... know this canme as a shock to many
when you saw the resignati on and sone people were
i ke, you know, is she okay? Thank God |'m okay and
the famly's okay.

When | | ook back it's alnost |ike we went
t hrough hi gh school together; we've all been here,
some for 12 years, sone shorter; | renenber when we
got here it was the joke; Melinda, Yvette Cark and
nyself, we were the |osers 'cause we couldn't find
dates and Di ana Reyna set the bar so high by having a
baby at |ike 12 noon an at 12:02 she had visitors and
we woul d laugh; as old as we are, if we ever have
kids we don't want people to cone see us until the
kidis at |east two.

[l aught er ]

COUNCI L MEMBER FOSTER:  And | just | ook
around; we've been through so nuch together, the

trips we've taken; of course, when we were here with
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the horrible nurder of James Davis; people that
outside of this setting | probably would not have
gotten to know, |ike Jimmy COddo, who | |ove dearly
and every time pre-season or whatever it's called
with The Mets, | think of him because | don't know
too many Mets fans...

[l aught er ]

COUNCI L MEMBER FOSTER. Only because |
live near the other stadium So I..I'm..I"'m..it's
bitter sweet and of course, to ny Bronx del egati on,
don't know what you guys are gonna do with...well you
won't have...[interpose]

[l aught er]

COUNCI L MEMBER FOSTER: w thout nme in the
del egati on neetings, 'cause you gotta admt, | add
sone...[laugh] | add some hunor and of course, to the
Fi nance staff, thank you for nmeking sure my groups
got noney. To the support staff, | couldn't do it or
woul dn't try to do it without you, fromPhyllis
having a Baby Ruth for nme to Barbara telling nme where
to go, not literally where to go...

[l aught er]

COUNCI L MEMBER FOSTER: ' cause she coul d.

But just everyone, to the Sergeant, thank you, you
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know aski ng...al ways asking how ny dad is or the
famly; | appreciate that, and of course, the police

officers that just have al ways been polite and | ooked

out; | appreciate everyone. And | couldn't do this
wi thout ny staff; | have an amazing staff.

[ appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER FOSTER: |'m gonna ask

them..I' m gonna ask themto stand. Martin, who I
call the Mayor, because he knows everyone, he knows
everyone's chief of staff and he's...cone here Martin,
cone out so they know who you are...Martin...
[interpose]

[ appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER FOSTER: Martin is ny go-
to guy and as he said, he was sent from anot her
pl anet to protect ne and he's done an amazi ng j ob.
Mar gar et Page [ phonetic], who nmany of you know by
phone...stand up Margaret...[interpose]

[ appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER FOSTER:  she...she doesn't
let a call, an e-mail...you can't get to ne until you
get to Margaret; amazing scheduler and | don't know
what | would do w thout her. |sabel, who has just

amazi ng heart...[interpose]
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[ appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER FOSTER: she's so
conpassi onate; constituents conme in and |sabel wll
cone to nme cryin', telling ne we've gotta help them
because they've made her cry and you al ways want
soneone with that kind of heart. And then of course
there's Jim no one...you don't need a introduction...
Jimis...[interpose]

[ appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER FOSTER: there goes that
news van; he's everywhere all the tine; he's probably
been at the Council as long as the Fosters have been
at the Council and he knows where the bodies are
buri ed and he may have buried sonme of them hinself...
[interpose]

[l aught er]

COUNCI L MEMBER FOSTER: But | | ove you
guys and we really are famly; | mean we've been
toget her through births, deaths, marriages;
everything and it's a famly and we will always be
together, 'cause Jim Margaret and |zzy have known ne
nost of nmy life and Martin grew up down the block as

a kid who has grown into an anazing staff person and
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an amazi ng human being, so | |ove you guys, thank you
so mnuch.

[ appl ause]
COUNCI L MEMBER FOSTER.  And | ...1 have to

do a quick shout-out to nmy Reggie Love, who | et
when | came down here, who is Tiffany Raspberry, who
is alnost |ike the third daughter now, she has gone
on vacation with us; dad has a list of tel ephone
nunbers and her nunber is on it and Tiffany has
really been not only a good friend, but a good
advi sor and | appreciate her and none of this is
goi ng anywhere in terns of we will always be friends.
And then last but not least, ny famly; | amso gl ad
that when | cane 12 years ago | had ny nother, ny
father, ny sister and | still have them ny dad wl|
be 90 Valentine's Day...[interpose]

[ appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER FOSTER:  ny not her ... ny
not her turned 81 in August and...[interpose]

[ appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER FOSTER and |'mjust so...
God knows when | was | ooking for a job...and 1'm a
worrier, so | started pani cki ng about seven years ago

about what |'m gonna do next...[interpose]
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[l aught er]

COUNCI L MEMBER FOSTER: and literally,
when | just let it go, when I said |I'mgonna trust
you God, | got this call; I wasn't looking for it and
the office is based in Fordham Pl aza in the Bronx; |
mean it can't get any better and everyone heard, when
Vanessa runni ng, they just knew we were gonna do the
flip flop and | said |l can't, | can't |eave ny
not her, ny father, nmy 2-year-old that | wanted to
bring, but I was vetoed in case she got a little
wild; didn't wanna enbarrass nyself, so...but who's
| ovely and then, of course ny stepdaughter, Mena
[ phonetic], when we started this she was 8 and now
she's a senior; beautiful, bright; gettin' ready to
go to college...uh. And then you know...I"mjust..l'm
so excited and I"mfull and people are |like, aren't
you sad? And I'msad that |'mleaving you guys and
we haven't all gotten along and we've had words, but

| can't say | dislike anyone and | can't say...you

know, definitely |I don't hate anyone; |...| appreciate
this ti...l really don't, it takes nore energy for ne
to hate; | appreciate this tinme together; | have

probably | earned sonmething definitely from everyone,

even those | had totally disagreed with and of course
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everybody's thinking of me and Peter Vallone...no...
[interpose]

[ 1 aught er]

COUNCI L MEMBER FOSTER: Peter and | can
di sagree, but | don't dislike himand I think he does
a great job standing up for what he believes in, even
though it's nothing that | believe in...[interpose]

[l aught er]

COUNCI L MEMBER FOSTER:  and not hing |
woul d stand up for

[ appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER FOSTER:  And of course,
you know | | ook around the room many of you know I
call Bob Jackson Uncle Henry; ny father had an ol der
br ot her who | ooks just |ike Bob Jackson, so I cal
him Uncl e Henry, so | just...l'mthankful for this and
"' mthankful that | just have an amazi ng husband who
supports me and is so politically conscious but not
into politics that I can cone hone, rant and rave and
then he's |ike, okay, you're gonna go do it again
tonorrow and that's...that's what it's about. And
then, if you ever need an ol der sister, you want one
| i ke Rebecca; she is the best, she has ny back; the

only person ever in ny life to have beaten ne up was




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

STATED MEETI NG 50
ny sister, but she's also the person that woul d beat
up anybody for nme. And when she was in the bus
acci dent, the |ove, prayer and support that was
poured out was amazing; | nmean Gale, we know Gal e
Brewer knows everyone, but she knew the President of
Swi tzerland and actually re...now who knows the
President of Switzerland, |I'mjust saying...
[interpose]

[l aught er]
COUNCI L MEMBER FOSTER:  So...exactly...so
["mjust..l...1"mthankful for you, Rebecca for

hol di ng down nom and dad when | couldn't, for getting

me out of this and sometinmes making nme just...l' m not
spont aneous at all; she's in the nusic business, so
you know, she's artsy-craftsy; I'"manal; to ne

spontaneous is letting ne know so | can plan it and
then go; to her, she's just like, let's, so |
appreciate that. And of course, nomand dad; | am..
Hel en Foster, that's the original Helen Foster; | am
Di ane for npost of you that know nme; my nother being
Ber nudi an, Helen is...your first nanme is always for
soneone and ny parents being great planners just knew
t hey were gonna have a boy; why, 'cause they already

had a girl, so they had no nane for ne and thus
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Hel en, even though no one calls nme that. But I
al ways say | look like ny nother, but | amny
father's child. And I'mso thankful nomthat you
instilled in both of us, but in nme, the ability, as I
say, to survive in both worlds; |I can be as proper as
t he Queen when need be and as on point as any rabbl e-
rouser when al so need be.

And then of course to ny dad; he is just
an amazing man. |If you think about it, 36 years the
Fosters being down here; | always say, you either
like us or don't; there's no...[interpose]

[l aught er]

COUNCI L MEMBER FOSTER: there's no bl ue
areas and the worst they have said about the Fosters
in 36 years is...has to do with our stance and the
paper that talks the worst, it's fine, 'cause |
woul dn't even like line ny birdcage with it, so it's
al | good.

But dad, thank you, thank you for just
bei ng an amazing | eader. There are so many things
that you' ve done that people know not of and from
El eanor Bunpurs to, you know, giving Al Sharpton a
pul pit and health insurance when that wasn't

avai |l abl e; you exenplify Luke 47:12, to whom nmuch has
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given nmuch is required and you didn't start with
much, but you knew God had endowed you with nuch and
you made sure to give back

So while this is the end of a Foster
being in the Cty Council, this is the beginning of a
Foster being a Conm ssioner and I am so thankf ul
that, nunber one, | was given this tine to just say
thank you; you all...like we go back, it's kinda |ike
we need a yearbook to sign for each other saying
remenber when, fromcom ng down here to...l was gonna
say hair, but | didn't wanna...in case sone peopl e had
| ost their hair, you know, ny husband has | et ne know
to be very sensitive when tal ki ng about nmen and hair ...
to the birth of Nea [phonetic] to everything, | just
wanna t hank you very nmuch and | wanna thank nmy famly
for taking the tine to come down and cel ebrate with
nme. And thank you all and good luck in the next two-
and- a-hal f nonths and for those of you that are
com ng back, they thought the City Council was gonna
fall apart when we cane in in 2002; it didn't. So
don't let anybody tell you that you guys aren't snart
enough, don't know enough; have experience enough.
The only thing you need to do is believe in your

heart, don't doubt yourself and renenber that you are
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here to represent the people that elected you. Thank
you.

[ appl ause]

[ backgr ound comrent s]

SPEAKER QUI NN:  And those | ovely words
concl ude communi cations fromthe Speaker.

CHAI RPERSON COVRI E:  Di scussi on of
General Orders. Seeing none. Report of Specia
Commi tt ees.

CITY CLERK: None.

CHAI RPERSON COVRI E:  Report of Standing
Commi tt ees.

CITY CLERK: Report of the Conmittee on
Cvil Rghts, Intro 0974 A, Pregnant Wrkers Fairness
Act .

SPEAKER QUI NN:  Amended and Coupl ed on
General Orders.

CITY CLERK: Report of the Commttee on
Envi ronnental Protection, Intro 1105 A, Ofice of
Long- Ter m Pl anni ng.

SPEAKER QUI NN: Anended and Coupl ed on

General Orders.
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CITY CLERK: Report of the Commttee on

Fi nance, Preconsidered Reso 1937, organization

f undi ng.

SPEAKER QUI NN:  Coupl ed on Gener al
Orders.

CITY CLERK: Preconsidered LU 0920 and
Reso 1938.

SPEAKER QUI NN:  Coupl ed on Cener al
Orders.

CITY CLERK: Report of the Commttee on
Housi ng and Bui |l dings, Intro 1086 A, plunbing code
amendnent .

SPEAKER QUI NN:  Amended and Coupl ed on
General Orders.

CITY CLERK: Intro 1090 A, w nd study.

[ backgr ound coment s]

SPEAKER QUI NN:  Anended and Coupl ed on
General Orders.

CITY CLERK: Intro 1095 A fl ood
construction and standards.

SPEAKER QUI NN: Anended and Coupl ed on
General Orders.

CITY CLERK: Intro 1098 A sewage

backf| ow preventi on.
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SPEAKER QUI NN:  Anmended and Coupl ed on
General Orders.

CITY CLERK: Report of the Conmttee on
Land Use, LU 0882 and Reso 1939 and 0883 and Reso
1940, Zoni ng Anendnents.

SPEAKER QUI NN:  Coupl ed on Gener al
Orders.

CITY CLERK: LU 0898 and Reso 1941,
Si dewal k Caf é.

SPEAKER QUI NN:  Coupl ed, to be Filed
pursuant to a Letter with Wthdrawal .

CITY CLERK: LU 0899, Reso 1942 and LU
0900 and Reso 1943, Sidewal k Caf és.

SPEAKER QUI NN:  Coupl ed on Cener al
Orders.

CITY CLERK: LU 0901 and Reso 1944,
Si dewal k Caf é.

SPEAKER QUI NN:  Coupled to be Fil ed.

CITY CLERK: LU 0910 and Reso 1945
t hrough LU 0917 and Reso 1952 on Page 6, Landnark
desi gnati ons.

SPEAKER QUI NN:  Coupl ed on Gener al

Orders.
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CITY CLERK: Report of the Commttee on
Transportation, Intro 1088 A, roadway naterials.

SPEAKER QUI NN:  Anended and Coupl ed on
General Orders. Cen...[interpose]

CI TY CLERK: GCeneral ...CGeneral Order
Cal endar, Resolution of Printing [crosstalk]

CHAI RPERSON COVRI E:  Oh, sorry.

CI TY CLERK: various persons,
Commi ssi oner of Deeds.

SPEAKER QUI NN:  Coupl ed on Cenera
Oders. At this time 1'd like to ask for a roll cal
on all itenms that have been Coupled on the Cenera
Order Calendar and also just like to let fol ks know
there'll be a reception in the |Iounge follow ng the
Stated Meeting to thank Helen for her service and to
wi sh her well as the new State Conmi ssioner of Human
Ri ghts.

CITY CLERK:  Brewer.

COUNCI L MEMBER BREWER: | vote aye and |
al so wanna nenti on we have John Bel ford, who is a
recent graduate of Fordham University and an intern
in m office and Mchelle Harris, who' s a student at
John Jay Col |l ege. Thank you.

Cl TY CLERK: Cabr er a.
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COUNCI L MEMBER CABRERA:  Aye.
Cl TY CLERK:  Chin.
COUNCI L MEMBER CHIN:  Aye on all.
CITY CLERK: Conri e.
CHAI RPERSON COVRI E:  Aye.
CITY CLERK: Crow ey.

COUNCI L MEMBER CROMLEY: Aye, aye on al

| and use, as well as eye on all cal endar itens.

CI TY CLERK: Dickens.

COUNCI L MEMBER DI CKENS:  Aye.
CITY CLERK: Dl an.

COUNCI L MEMBER DI LAN:  Aye.
CITY CLERK: Dromm

COUNCI L MEMBER DROWM  Aye.
CI TY CLERK: Eugene.

COUNCI L MEMBER EUCENE:  Aye.
CITY CLERK: Fidler.

COUNCI L MEMBER FI DLER:  Aye.
CTY CLERK: Foster.

COUNCI L MEMBER FOSTER  Sorry. My |

just take a mnute to explain ny vote? O actually

just to...where'd he go? | was talkin' to the seat...

[interpose]

[ backgr ound comment s]
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COUNCI L MEMBER FOSTER.  So in all ny

exci tenment and thanking you guys, | forgot and I
don't wanna do this; | wanna thank the Governor for...

[ nterpose]

[l aught er]

COUNCI L MEMBER FOSTER: | know.

[ appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER FOSTER: | wanna thank the

Governor, Governor Cuonp for trusting...Andrew, thank
you... Governor Andrew Cuono and I'Ill say it again,
Gover nor Andrew Cuono of the State of New York for
trusting me in this position. | got so carried away
and nostal gic, reflecting and | ooking back; | forgot
to say thank you for where I'm going, so thank you
Uhm aye on all

Cl TY CLERK:  Gennaro.

COUNCI L MEMBER GENNARQO  Yes.

[ backgr ound comment ]

CITY CLERK: Centile.

COUNCI L MEMBER GENTILE: Aye on all

CI TY CLERK: Conzal ez.

COUNCI L MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

CITY CLERK: Greenfield.
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COUNCI L MEMBER CGREENFI ELD:  May | explain

nmy vote?

CHAI RPERSON COVRI E:  So or der ed.

COUNCI L MEMBER GREENFI ELD:  Thank you
very much.

[l aught er]

[ backgr ound comment |

COUNCI L MEMBER GREENFI ELD: First of all,
Counci | Menber Foster, |'m gonna be tweeting that, so
the record will reflect that you thanked the
Governor. | wanna congratul ate you as well, it's a

uh...[interpose]

SPEAKER QUINN: Can we get a...sorry...just
alittle quiet for Council Menber Geenfield and add
his time back on the clock please.

COUNCI L MEMBER GREENFI ELD:  Thank you
very much. | want to congratul ate Conmm ssioner Hel en
D ane Foster, a great representative, and w sh her
i ncredi bl e success in her work and I al so would Iike
to give a shout-out and a thanks to my Deputy Chi ef
of Staff, Jake Adler; he started off as an intern
wi th Council Menber Sintha Fel der; he worked his way
up to Deputy Chief of Staff and he is noving on to

bi gger and better paying things and so we
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congratul ate you, Jake and I wanna thank you for y
service and | vote aye on all
Cl TY CLERK: Hal |l oran.
COUNCI L MEMBER HALLORAN: May | be
excused to explain ny vote?
CI TY CLERK: So ordered.

COUNCI L MEMBER HALLORAN: Okay. Thank

60

our

you, M. Chair. I'mgoing to vote aye to all except

for Intro 0974 A, which | amgoing to abstain on f

the foll ow ng reasons.

or

In a clinmate where our small busi nesses

are struggling just to survive, this bill require
quire "that the covered entity shall have the burd

of proving undo hardships.” Once again we've put

en

t he

onerous on our small businesses to nmake their show ng

even in what could be potentially a civil or a

comm ssion |level |awsuit.

In addition to that, it uses very vague

terms to define what those undo hardshi ps are, but
am nost concerned with Section 22, which indicates

that a related nedical condition is known or shou

d

have been known by the enployer. Wen it cones to

i ssues |like this, should have been known is just an

i npossi ble |l egal standard to prove. Wen we're
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deal ing with pregnancy...there's an obvi ous, you know,
conponent to it and there are the not so obvious
conponents of what go wong post and prepartum And
so putting that kind of an onerous on our small
busi nesses will just heed the trial |lawers, which is

something I'macutely aware of and so | for that

reason will abstain on it; | think the intention of
the bill is very good; however, ultimately the
| anguage of the bill invites as nmuch trouble for our

smal | businesses as it does for its possibility of
bei ng overturned for its inprecise |anguage, so |
will vote to abstain on that one. Thank you.

CITY CLERK: 1gni zio.

COUNCIL MEMBER IGNLZIO  Yes, | vote aye
and as a second grader nyself with a first grader
daughter, | just wanna point out that Lew Fidler has
the toilet bill today and | have the winds bills, so
| ook into whatever you will about nme and Lew and the
bills were pass...[interpose]

COUNCI L MEMBER FI DLER: Reachi ng across
the aisle, Vinny.

C TY CLERK: Jackson. King.

COUNCI L MEMBER KI NG  Aye on all.

CITY CLERK: Koppell.
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COUNCI L MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

Cl TY CLERK: Kosl owi t z.

COUNCI L MEMBER KOSLOW TZ:  Aye.

Cl TY CLERK: Lander .

62

COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER:  Congratul ati ons

to Hel en Foster, congratul ations Council Menber

Vacca; |'m pleased to co-sponsor the pregnancy

discrimnation bill and also to Council Menber

Gennaro on continuing to burnish a great
environnental record and to Speaker Quinn;
on all.

CITY CLERK: Jackson.

| vote aye

COUNCI L MEMBER JACKSON:  Aye on all

CI TY CLERK: Lappi n.
COUNCI L MEMBER LAPPI N:  Aye.
CITY CLERK: Levin.

COUNCI L MEMBER LEVIN:  Wth

congratul ations to Comm ssion Hel en D ane Foster |

vote aye on all

CI TY CLERK: Mar k- Vi veri t o.

COUNCI L MEMBER MARK- VI VERI TO.  Aye.

CTY CLERK: Mealy.
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COUNCI L MEMBER MEALY: Congratulations to

Hel en Foster; congratul ations to everyone; | vote aye

on all.

Speaker

CI TY CLERK: Mendez. Palm

COUNCI L MEMBER PALNMA:  Aye on all.
CITY CLERK: Reyna.

COUNCI L MEMBER REYNA: Aye on all.
CI TY CLERK: Richards.

COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS: Thank you

Qui nn and Council| Menber Ji m Gennaro for

their | eadership on the Sandy stuff; aye on all

CI TY CLERK: Rodriguez.

COUNCI L MEMBER RODRI GUEZ:  Aye.

CI TY CLERK: Rose.

COUNCI L MEMBER ROSE:  Aye.

CTY CLERK: U rich.

COUNCI L MEMBER ULRI CH: Aye on all.
CITY CLERK: Vacca.

COUNCI L MEMBER VACCA: Congratulations to

Hel en Foster; | vote aye on all

Cl TY CLERK: Val |l one.
COUNCI L MEMBER VALLONE: Aye on all.
CI TY CLERK: Van Braner.

COUNCI L MEMBER VAN BRAMER: Aye on all.
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CTY CLERK: Weprin.

COUNCI L MEMBER VPRI N:  Aye on all.

CITY CLERK: W Iians.

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AMS:  May | be
excused to explain ny vote?

CHAI RPERSON COVRI E:  So or der ed.

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AMS: | just wanna
say congratul ations to Conm ssioner Foster; | also
wanna t hank nmy staff nenbers Melissa Savaya
[ phonetic], Monique Shannon LaWaterman [ phonetic] who
will be noving on fromny District Ofice; nmuch of
the success |'ve had in the District has been to them
and I wish themwell. | wanna wel cone Rachel Webster
and Farrah Lew s taking the position and wel come Ni ck
Smith who is here, nmy new Legislative and
Communi cation Director and | vote aye on all

CITY CLERK: (ddo.

COUNCI L MEMBER ODDO: May | have
unani nous consent to vote aye on all the | and use
itens?

CHAI RPERSON COVRI E: So or der ed.

COUNCI L MEMBER ODDO.  Thank you, sir.
vote yes on all and | al so wanna be on record sayi ng

| don't Peter Vallone either.
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[l aught er]

CI TY CLERK: Speaker Quinn.

SPEAKER QUI NN:  Aye on all.

CHAI RPERSON COVRIE:  All itens on today's
General Order Cal endar were adopted by a vote of 48
in affirmative, 0 negative and 0 abstentions with the
exception of Intro 0974 A, which was adopted by a
vote of 47 in the affirmative and 1 in the negative,
0 abstentions, Land...Revised Land Use Call-Up votes
wer e adopted by a vote of 48...sorry, correction...

FEMALE VO CE: So there is a chance that
actually we woul d have voted...

CHAI RPERSON COWVRI E:  Ch, okay, alright,
sorry. I'msorry, correction, Intro 0974 A was
adopted by a vote of 47 affirmative and 1 abstention
and Revised Land Use Call-Ups were adopted by a vote
of 48 in affirmative and 0 negati ve.

Do we have introduction and readi ng of
bills?

SPEAKER QUINN: All bills are referred to
Commttees as indicated on the agenda and I wanna
rem nd fol ks, we have a couple resol utions.

CHAI RPERSON QUI NN:  Di scussi on of

resolutions. Discussion of resolutions, seeing none.
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W have reso...two resolu...three resol utions...
[interpose]

SPEAKER QUINN: I'msorry; if we could
get quiet for resolutions.

CHAI RPERSON COVRI E:  Can we have...can we
have sone qui et pl ease?

SPEAKER QUI NN:  We have two resol utions
dealing with the Building Resiliency Task Force
recommendati ons. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON COVRIE:  Alright. | have
resol ution...[interpose]

SPEAKER QUI NN:  Three resolutions, sorry.

CHAI RPERSON COVRIE:  Alright. Resolution
1708 calling upon United States Congress to enact and
the President to sign the Flood VictimPrem um Rel i ef
Act of 2013. Al in favor say aye.

[mul ti pl e ayes]

CHAI RPERSON COVRI E:  Al'l opposed.

Heari ng none. Resolution passes. Resolution 1808
calling upon the United States Congress to anmend the
Bi ggert-Waters Flood I nsurance Reform Act of 2012.
Al'l in favor indicate by saying aye.

[mul tiple ayes]
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CHAI RPERSON COVRI E:  Al'l opposed.
Heari ng none. And we have Resol ution 1927 calling
upon the United States Congress to enact and the
President to sign H 2887/ Senate Bill 1480, a bill to
amend the Robert T. Stafford D saster Relief and
Emergency Act. All in favor say aye.

[mul tiple ayes]

CHAI RPERSON COVRI E: Any opposition?
Heari ng none, three Resol utions are adopted.

General discussion...can we have sone
qui et please; we have Council Menber CGennaro.

COUNCI L MEMBER GENNARO  Thank you, M.
Leader. To the Foster famly, | just wanna...l wanted
to thank Helen in a special way; | also had an
opportunity to serve you as a staff nenber when
Reverend Foster served here and Hel en has shown so
much ki ndness to so many; you nmay not renenber
witing ne a very special |letter when ny father died,
but I still have that letter and it's in ny speci al
drawer and | ...1...1...1 think | speak for nany people,
you know, to whom you' ve, you know shown so nuch
ki ndness; | just conpelled to say that today and al so
what it was terrific to, you know, work with Reverend

Foster when | was here as a little old staff nenber
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and you gave 'em heck, Reverend; it was really great
to see you in action during those days and |'ve
al ways adm red you and you have a wonderful famly,
so...and I'm gl ad you thanked the Governor; that was
also a great thing. So all the best.

CHAI RPERSON COVRI E:  Any ot hers for
general discussion? Seeing none, then the neeting
for Septenber 24th, 2013 is hereby adjourned. Thank
you.

[ gavel ]
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