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Int. No. 1011  
By Council Members Wills, Chin, Comrie, Dickens, Eugene, James, Koppell, Lander, Mealy, Mendez, Nelson, Palma, Williams, Rodriguez and Halloran  
Title:                            
A Local Law ..Title

in relation to renaming one thoroughfare in the Borough of Queens, Tuskegee Airmen Way, and to amend the official map of the city of New York accordingly.

INTRODUCTION

The Committee on Parks and Recreation will hold a hearing on October 3, 2013, to consider Int. No. 1011, A Local Law ..Title

in relation to renaming one thoroughfare in the Borough of Queens, Tuskegee Airmen Way, and to amend the official map of the city of New York accordingly.   
BACKGROUND

Int. No. 1011 would permanently change the name “South Road” between the limits of “Merrick Boulevard to Remington Street” to “Tuskegee Airmen Way” in the Borough of Queens, and would amend the New York City Map accordingly.    

THE TUSKEGEE AIRMEN
The Tuskegee Airmen were African American pilots who fought in World War II and were the first African American military aviators in the United States Armed Forces.  Formally, they formed the 332nd Fighter Group and the 477th Bombardment Group of the United States Army Air Corps.
  In spring 1944, the 332nd Fighter Group were sent overseas with the 100th, 301st and 302nd fighter squadrons.  The 332nd Fighter Group escorted the Fifteenth Air Force heavy strategic bombing raids into Czechoslovakia, Austria, Hungary, Poland and Germany.  These assignments marked the first aerial combat missions ever carried out by African American pilots.  
In total, 996 pilots
 were trained at Tuskegee Army Air Field in Tuskegee, Alabama, from 1941 to 1946 with approximately 445 men deployed overseas.
  The Tuskegee Airmen had an impressive combat record earning the name Red Tails or Red-Tail Angels because of the distinctive red paint predominately applied on the tail section of their aircrafts.  150 Tuskegee Airmen lost their lives in accidents or combat including 66 pilots killed in action or accidents
 and 32 fallen into captivity as prisoners of war.  
The Tuskegee Airmen were credited with 15,533 combat sorties and 1578 missions flown.  The 332nd Fighter Group shot down 112 enemy aircraft in the air, destroyed over 600 railcars, trucks, and other motor vehicles, sunk one destroyer and 40 boats by P-47 machine gun fire and had a nearly perfect record of not losing United States bombers.
  The Tuskegee Airmen received numerous awards and decorations for valor and performance including the Congressional Gold Medal in 2007.


The Tuskegee Airmen have been recognized for helping spur the desegregation of the United States Military and their contributions during the civil rights movement.  Surviving members of the 332nd Fighter Group still take part in educating and inspiring youth at the Queens Library Center in Jamaica and at York College.  In 2007, as part of the College Now summer program, which taught approximately 80 students subjects including Astronomy, Fine Arts, Music, Aviation and Psychology, nine Tuskegee Airmen were present at the award ceremony to encourage and inspire the program’s participants.
  
In 2009, York College opened an exhibition dedicated to the Tuskegee Airmen in the school’s Performing Arts Center consisting of photographs, a replica of the Congressional Gold Medal awarded to the Airmen in 2007, a replica of the P-51 Mustang with its distinctive “Red Tail,” and a life-sized statue of a Tuskegee Airmen.
  Several Tuskegee Airmen were present for the opening and spoke to a group of students about their accomplishments during World War II.


This bill is supported by the New York City Fire Department, the New York City Police Department and local elected officials. 
  Int. No. 1011
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A Local Law

..Title

In relation to renaming one thoroughfare in the Borough of Queens, Tuskegee Airmen Way, and to amend the official map of the city of New York accordingly.

..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. The following street name, in the Borough of Queens, is hereby renamed as 

hereafter indicated.

	New Name
	Present Name
	Limits

	Tuskegee Airmen Way
	South Road
	Between Merrick Boulevard and Remington Street


§2. The official map of the city of New York shall be amended in accordance with 

the provisions of section one of this local law.


§3. This local law shall take effect immediately.
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� See, National Museum of the United States Air Force, Tuskegee Airmen, http://www.nationalmuseum.af.mil/factsheets/factsheet.asp?id=15472


� See, http://tuskegees.org/?page_id=42


� See, National Museum of the United States Air Force, Tuskegee Airmen, http://www.nationalmuseum.af.mil/factsheets/factsheet_print.asp?fsID=15471&page=2


� http://tuskegees.org/?wp_super_faq=how-many-died-in-combat&doing_wp_cron=1380582532.3852500915527343750000


� Id.


� See, Associated Press, “Tuskegee Airmen Awarded Congressional Gold Medal,” March 29, 2007.


� See, York College website, http://york.cuny.edu/president/gallery/tuskegee-airmen/historical-tuskegee-airmen-visit-york-college.


� Junior Lops, “Tuskegee Men Visit York to Open Exhibit,” Queens Chronicle, April 23, 2009.


� See, York College website, http://york.cuny.edu/news/an-evening-to-remember-at-york-college.
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