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COM TTEE ON ENVI RONMENTAL PROTECTI ON

CHAI RPERSON GENNARO  [OFf mi c]

Sergeant, just say when. W good? W’'re getting a
reverb. Ww, it feels like we're in... feels |like
we're in Abbey Road or sonmething like that with the
reverb there. Gkay, so we’'re going.

Good afternoon and wel come. |’'m
Counci | man Ji m Gennaro, Chair of The Commttee on
Envi ronnmental Protection. Today the conmttee wll
vote on Intro 1105-A, a local law to anmend the New
York City Charter in relation to planning for
resiliency to climate change as a responsibility
with The O fice of Long-Term Pl anni ng and
Sust ai nability.

Superstorm Sandy hit New York City with
intensity unparalleled by any coastal stormin
recent history. In the aftermath of Hurricane
Sandy, the Departnent of Buil di ngs Housi ng Recovery
Qperations team surveyed one to two-fam |y hones
and multi-famly residential buildings and found
t hat upwards of 30,000 housing units |located in
9, 000 plus buildings suffered damage as a result of
Sandy. In order to address the ways that the
city's existing building stock could be nade nore

resilient and survivable, in Novenber 2012, Mayor
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Bl oonberg and Gty Council Speaker Qui nn announced
the formation of the Building Resiliency Task
Force. The task force, overseen by the Urban G een
Council; the Urban Geen Council is kind of |ike
the local chapter of the U S. Geen Building
Council. They've done a |lot of stuff for us and
t hey’ ve been great partners. Ckay, the task force,
overseen by the Urban Geen Council, is a
col l ection of over 200 experts froma variety of
fields, such as nechanical engineering, real estate
devel opment and that were charged w th nmaking
recommendations to i nprove building resiliency and
maxi m ze preparedness for future weather
energenci es, including coastal flooding, heat
waves, high w nds and extended utility outages.
After considering dozens of specific
recommendati ons, on June 13th, 2013 the task force
I ssued a report containing 33 actionabl e proposals
for inmproving building resiliency in New York Gty
for both new and current buil dings. The above
ref erenced pl anning process... the above referenced
pl anni ng processes represent inportant first steps
in preparing for future events such as Sandy, but

the wide variety of potential natural disasters and
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the possible far ranging i npacts fromthem ranging
frompotential loss of life, destruction of hones
and busi nesses, damage to the city’s infrastructure
and the like, points to the need for a nore
permanent effort. The proposed |egislation would
require... that is 1105-A. The proposed
| egi slation would require the city to take action
to create a permanent and ongoi ng pl anni ng and
preparation effort to nake the city nore resilient
agai nst future natural disasters. The bill anends
The New York Charter to add various duties for The
O fice of Long-Term Pl anni ng and Sustainability
regardi ng planning to nake the city nore resilient
to natural disasters. Paragraph one of subdivision
B of the proposed bill would add resiliency of
critical infrastructure to built environment,
coastal protection and communities to the list of
subj ects that The Ofice of Long-Term Pl anni ng and
Sust ai nability nmust devel op policies, prograns and
actions to address. In short, we’'re making the
office bigger. W’'re giving themnore stuff to do;
very inportant stuff and so that’'s okay. Next
page, the proposed bill would add a requirenent

that a deputy director shall be appointed by OLTPS,
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particularly to coordinate matters related to
resiliency planning, prograns and actions. The
deputy director would report to the director of The
Ofice of Long-Term Pl anning and Sustainability.
The proposed bill would require the city’s plan on
sustainability to be update with plans, prograns
and actions related to making the city nore
resilient by no |ater than 2015 and every four
years thereafter. Finally, the proposed bil
woul d require that experts in fields related to
resiliency, such as architects and engi neers, be
added to the sustainability advisory board that
advi ses The O fice of Long-Term Pl anni ng and
Sustai nability and by extension plan YC on pl anni ng
relating to sustainability. Today s hearing and
vote is the first step towards a nore sustainabl e
future and | wish to call a vote. |1’magoing to
recogni ze the council nmenbers here. O course it’s
a bill that was introduced by ne, so certainly I
support it and ask for a yes vote and we’'re joi ned
by Council| Menbers Vallone, Crowl ey and Levin and
with that said, | would... and if anyone w shes to
make a statenent at this tinme, |I'’myou know, happy

to entertain a statenent or statenents or renarks,
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but we have no w tnesses and seeing no one coni ng
forward to ask to make a statenent, | would ask the
clerk to call the roll and once again, | urge a yes
vote on this inmportant bill, Intro 1105-A.

Clerk... Bill, please call the roll

WLLIAM MARTIN:  WIlliam Martin
Committee Clerk. Roll call vote Commttee on
Envi ronnmental Protection. Council Menber Cenarro.

COUNCI L MEMBER GENARRO  Yes.

W LLI AM MARTI N Val | one.

COUNCI L MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

WLLI AM MARTIN:  Crow ey.

COUNCI L MEMBER CROALEY:  Yes.

W LLI AM MARTI N:  Levi n.

COUNCI L MEMBER LEVIN:  Aye.

WLLIAM MARTIN:. By a vote of four in
the affirmation, zero in the negative and no
abstentions, item has been adopted. Menbers,
pl ease sign the conmttee report.

CHAI RPERSON GENNARG:  Thank you. |
want to thank everyone for comng here and also if
we have anot her nmenber coming... do we? Do we have
anot her nmenber com ng? ay, why don't we

establish that and if that’s the case, that Counci
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Menber Lander is on the way, we can hold the record
open, but why don’'t we establish that while people
are signing the conmttee report because | have to
know whet her or not to gavel the hearing cl osed,
okay? But for now we’ Il hold the comrittee in
recess and | eave the vote open for the next 30
m nut es.

[ Pause]

CHAI RPERSON GENNARO.  Ckay, this
hearing i s adjourned.

[ gavel ]
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