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COM TTEE ON ENVI RONMENTAL PROTECTI ON

CHAlI RPERSON GENNARO (Okay, are we good?
W re all set? Okay. Let nme know when. Ckay.
Alright. Good afternoon. M nane is Council man
Jim CGennaro, Chair of the Commttee on
Envi ronnental Protection.

Today, the commttee will vote on five
pi eces of legislation: Intro 1061-A; Intro 1062-A,
which I'’mthe | ead sponsor of; Intro 1082,
sponsored by Council Menber WIls; Intro 1074,
sponsored by Council Menber Richards; and Intro
218- A, sponsored by Council Menber Koppell. This
package of bills will reduce em ssions for vehicles
in New York Gty. On January 30, 2013, this
commttee held an oversight hearing on the city’s
FIl eet Em ssions Reduction Laws that were passed
back in 2005. Those are |ocal |laws 38, 39, 40, 41
and 42 of 2005. These |laws pertain to reducing
em ssions to various vehicle fleets within the
city, and they have significantly inproved air
quality over all these years. It certainly nmakes
sense to go back fromtinme to tine and make updates
to these bills which is what today’s legislation is
about. Going back to ny statenment in order to

bui |l d upon and continue these air quality
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I nprovenents, this commttee is voting on these
bills today which will increase the use of
bi odi esel in city-owned vehicles and will require
city vehicles to retrofit their engines with the
best avail able em ssions control technol ogy.

These bills will also increase the
m ni nrum aver age fuel econony of |ight-duty vehicles
purchased by the city, will require a cal cul ation
and reporting of the use base fuel econony of
light-duty and nmedi umduty vehicles and wil |l
prohi bit the issuance of waivers by the
Comm ssioner of DEP for diesel powered vehicles
that are unable to adopt the best avail able
retrofit technol ogy previously in previous versions
of these bills. W had the comm ssioner was given
the ability to wite waivers but that was a
practice that went on too long. W thought it was
appropriate to put an end to that practice.

Finally, Intro 218-A wll| inprove air
quality by creating a pilot project for city
anbul ances that will reduce idling through the use
of an idle reduction technology that is verified by

the USEPA. That’'s the bill that’s sponsored by
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Counci | Menber Koppell. W’'re going to give hima
chance to tal k about that in a nonent.

Through these bills we will nove cl oser
to achieving the goals set forth by Plan YC and
closer to realizing the econom c and public health
benefits that are associated with them

And before | call this for a vote, |
want to nake an apol ogy for the delay. W had sone
paperwork that had to do with an environnent al
assessnment that is necessary for one of the bills
that we’'re voting on today, so | should state for
the record that along with the bills that we'll be
voting, we'll be voting on a Preconsi dered Reso
whi ch adopts the environnental assessnent that was
put together for Intro 1061-A. And with that said,
Il would Iike to give the prinme sponsor of Intro
218- A, Council Menber Koppell, an opportunity to
speak on this bill and also after that give an
opportunity for Council Menber Richards to speak on
his bill. And with that said, | call upon diver
to make a statement on this bill. | thank himfor
all the work he did on this, and he personally did
the research on this and brought it forward and

here we are today, and |I'mgrateful to Aiver for
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i ndicating this good work done, and with that I
recogni ze Council Menber Koppel l

COUNCI L MEMBER KOPPELL: Thank you.
["11 be very brief. |1’ mspeaking mainly to a
mention of ny coll eagues who will continue to serve
here after this year that they should watch this.
It’s been a frustration for ne for nany years to
have seen these anmbul ances, you know, the city
anbul ances don’t get dispatched from garages. They
sit on street corners all over the city, about 300
anbul ances, and they, generally speaking, run their
engi nes 24 hours a day creating em ssions, and they
do that because they want to keep the vehicle coo
for the driver, they want to keep certain nedicines
refrigerated because they have to be refrigerated
to be maintained, and so it’'s cooling for the
people in the sumrer and for the nedicines all year
around and then heating for the people in the
w nter, that is the attendants.
|”ve said that there nmust be a better

way than running these engi nes 24 hours a day.
|’ve toyed with a nunber of ideas. There are sone
conpani es that have been working on different kinds

of technology. The fire departnent which runs the
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anbul ances was agai nst ny programuntil someone in
the fire departnent cane up with a simlar idea and
he got an award for it. So then the comm ssioner
said, well, since soneone got an award for the idea
| support your bill. So now we have the bill on
the agenda, and the reason |’ m speaking is that |
want those who are continuing to nonitor this and
mandate that at sone point in the near future al
anmbul ances either have batteries in themthat wl|
run the heating and cooling systemor as a possible
alternative that | just want to put in people’s
m nds, they could be attached to an external power
source. We have power sources in street |anps all
over the city, and you could work a device that
coul d automatically detach when the anbul ance has
to go. So that’s another idea if the batteries
don’t work. What they want to try is sone sort of
battery in the car or in the van, maybe that wl|
work. If that doesn’t work | comend the other to
your attention. So |I'mdelighted we're finally
doing this. 1’ve been tal king about this for years
and years. M. Chairman, | also would like to be
added as a cosponsor in those others of the bills

we’'re hearing today where I’ mnot yet a cosponsor.
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CHAI RPERSON GENNARO  Thank you for and
duly noted. | would ask staff to put all of it
down as a cosponsor on the other bills and | hope
that the award that was given to that person in the
fire departnent was the Koppell award, which is
what it shoul d be call ed.

COUNCI L MEMBER KOPPELL: It’s a city
program M. Chairman, which rewards city enpl oyees
for comng up with good ideas, and this got the
award and Conm ssi oner Kosano then had to admt
that maybe it was a good i dea.

CHAI RPERSON GENNARO: Yes, that was...
figured out a way to get to yes and that is great,
and thank you for your personal and, you know, | ong
termefforts, you know, to bring this bill forward.
It isn"t always that way the way bills cone forward
but I think you willed this bill into existence and
we’'re here today and happy to be passing it. And
with that, | call upon Council Menber Richards to
say a few words about his good bill.

COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS: Wel |, thank
you, Chairman, and first | want to say it’s an
honor. This will be ny first bill that actually

passes through a commttee so...
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CHAlI RPERSON GENNARO  Good for you.

COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS: | want to give
Jim Gennaro an award for hel ping nme progress. But
on a nore serious note, Intro 1074 basically says
that it’s going to require the next mayor to report
to the council and the speaker of the city counci
on how they are dealing with this issue of
em ssions, and whoever that will be I’ m grateful
that we will have some checks and bal ances so we
will hold their feet a little bit nore to the fire
to ensure that they' re continuing to nake sure we
deal with this issue. Now as a Council Menber in
sout heast Queens who has the airport in ny
district, at least tenporarily or I don’t know how
the |ines went now, but probably not in ny
district, we're still going to have planes flying
over and we're dealing with sonme of the highest
asthma rates in this city and we're still reeling

fromHurricane Sandy and Lord knows what the air

quality is that we're still dealing with in the
Rockaways and in Roseville, so this bill is just a
common sense bill. |1 think we need to really take

this and neet this issue head on, and this is what

this bill does so | comend everyone who has
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cosponsored a bill and sponsored a bill here on
this issue, and this is going to surely lead to
better air quality in New York City, so my we
continue to fight this battle. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON GENNARQO:  Thank you, thank
you. And | think that’s the first time in counci
hi story that we had Council Menber tal ki ng about
his bill who is being photographed by anot her
Counci| Menber. And |I’ve never had that honor
best owed upon ne. | can only hope that, you know,
that sonmeday | occupy that orbit where people are
taking ny picture. And |I’'ve been kind of rem scent
[ phonetic] in not nam ng all the nenbers that are
here with us. A nmenber of the conmittee, a great
menber of the conmttee, and a resident
phot ogr apher is Council Menber Lander and Counci
Menber Levin is still here. Levin is here, yeah,
yeah, yeah. And we have Council Menber Crow ey as
well. And of course Council Menber Koppell who
spoke on his bill and a nenber of the commttee,
and with that said | think we’re just about ready
for a vote, Billy, and so we’re going to couple
everything so it would be Intro 1061-A and the

acconpanyi ng resol ution that approves the
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envi ronment al assessnent, Intro 1062-A, Intro 1082,
Intro 1074, and Intro 218-A. Those will all be
coupl ed. The Chair, of course, reconmends a Yes
vote, and with that said | ask Billy to call the
roll.

COW TTEE CLERK: WIliam Martin,
Committee Clerk, roll call vote, Commttee on
Envi ronnental Protection. Council Menber Gennaro?

CHAlI RPERSON GENNARQO  Yes.

COWM TTEE CLERK: Koppell ?

COUNCI L MEMBER KOPPELL: Yes.

COWM TTEE CLERK: Crow ey?

COUNCI L MEMBER CROALEY: Aye.

COW TTEE CLERK: Lander?

COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER: Aye.

COWM TTEE CLERK: Levin?

COUNCI L MEMBER LEVI N: Aye on all.

COW TTEE CLERK: Ri chards?

COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS: Aye.

COM TTEE CLERK: By a vote of six in
the affirmative, zero on the negative and no
abstentions, all itens have been adopted. Menbers,

pl ease sign the conmttee reports. Thank you.
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CHAI RPERSON GENNARO: Thank you all very

Li ke the clerk said, please sign the

commttee reports, and we’ll see you all tonorrow.
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