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PRECON. RES.:
By: Council Members Williams, Cabrera, and The Speaker (Council Member Quinn)
TITLE:
Resolution recognizing June as Gun Violence Awareness Month in New York City.
The recent spate of mass shootings, and most particularly the horrific tragedy that took place at Sandy Hook Elementary School in Newtown, Connecticut, sparked nationwide conversations about the need for gun control measures and other necessary actions to curb gun violence.  The problem of gun violence, however, is not limited to large scale and highly publicized incidents.  Instead, gun violence tears apart families and communities on a daily basis throughout all American cities, including New York City.

For example, In New York City in 2012 there were nearly 1,375 shooting incidents, where a person was injured either fatally or non-fatally and 57% of all murders in 2012 were attributed to gun violence.  To make matters more troublesome, the gun violence epidemic disproportionately impacts certain communities within the city.  For instance, approximately half of all shooting incidents in 2012 occurred in only 10 of the City’s 76 police precincts.  Additionally, 64 percent of the murder victims in New York City in 2012 were African American.  It is clear, then, that nationwide conversations through which local, state, and federal officials work together to find solutions to the gun violence plague must be continued.  As President Obama said after the horrific attacks on Sandy Hook Elementary School, “If there is even one step we can take to save another child, or another parent, or another town, from the grief [that gun violence causes]…then surely we have an obligation to try.”
  

With this in mind, New York State Senator Ruth Hassell-Thompson and New York State Assembly Member Karim Camara introduced resolutions in the State legislature that declare the month of June as Gun Violence Awareness Month.  The decision to recognize June as Gun Violence Awareness Month is timely because statistics show that gun violence and the resulting injuries and deaths typically increase substantially in the summer months.  In 2011, for example, there was an almost 120% increase in shooting incidents when comparing the first quarter of that year to the third quarter of that year, which encompasses the months of July and August.

The resolution introduced by Assembly Member Camara has since passed the New York State Assembly and Senator Hassell-Thompson’s resolution is being considered by the State Senate.  At the same time, officials in Buffalo, Rochester, Yonkers, Syracuse, Albany, Westchester County, and Ulster County introduced similar resolutions or proclamations to show their support for this awareness campaign.  The Council recognizes that there is no one simple solution to the gun violence epidemic, but believes that in order to adequately address the problem all New Yorkers must be properly educated and informed.  With the proper awareness, we can guarantee that our loved-ones, friends, and neighbors are no longer the victims of gun violence, nor use guns to harm themselves and others.  
For these reasons, this Preconsidered Resolution recognizes June as Gun Violence Awareness Month.  Such recognition by local and state officials will increase efforts to protect all New Yorkers, especially those who are disproportionately affected by such violence, by furthering the dialogue with our local, state and federal partners.  This dialogue will help the continued efforts to examine the causes of gun violence and to create meaningful solutions.
Preconsidered Res. No.
Resolution recognizing June as Gun Violence Awareness Month in New York City.
By Council Members Williams, Cabrera, and The Speaker (Council Member Quinn)
Whereas, Gun violence is a national and local problem affecting many Americans and New Yorkers on a daily basis; and

Whereas, Numerous tragedies have occurred over the past few years demonstrating how serious of a problem gun violence can be; and

Whereas, Often national attention is drawn only to large scale tragedies, yet there are gun violence injuries occurring on a daily basis throughout many American cities; and

Whereas, In New York City in particular, 57% of all murders in 2012 were attributed to gun violence; and

Whereas, Moreover there were nearly 1,375 shooting incidents, where a person was injured either fatally or non-fatally, in New York City in 2012; and

Whereas, In New York City, gun violence is a problem that disproportionately impacts certain neighborhoods and populations; and

Whereas, For example, approximately half of all shooting incidents in 2012 occurred in only 10 of the City’s 76 police precincts; and 
Whereas, Additionally, 64 percent of the murder victims in New York City in 2012 were African American; and

Whereas, Of the African American males aged 16 to 21 who were murdered in 2012, 86% were killed by a gun; and

Whereas, It is therefore clear that gun violence is a plague on our communities which must be stopped;  

Whereas, Furthermore, gun violence and the resulting injuries and murders typically increase substantially in the summer months; and

Whereas, In 2011, there was an almost 120% increase in shooting incidents when comparing the first quarter of that year to the third quarter of that year, which encompasses the months of July and August; and

Whereas, It is therefore necessary for the City of New York to join the efforts of New York State Senator Ruth Hassell-Thompson and New York State Assembly Member Karim Camara to continue to increase public awareness about guns and the severity of their impact on our communities by recognizing June as Gun Violence Awareness Month; and 

Whereas, Recognition of the month of June as Gun Violence Awareness Month by local and state officials will increase efforts to protect all New Yorkers, especially those who are disproportionately affected by such violence, by furthering the dialogue with our local, state and federal partners to help examine the causes of gun violence and create meaningful solutions in an effort to prevent the violence from peaking again in the summer; now, therefore, be it
      
Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York recognizes June as Gun Violence Awareness Month in New York City. 
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� See Remarks by the President at Sandy Hook Interfaith Prayer Vigil, December 16, 2012, available at: http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2012/12/16/remarks-president-sandy-hook-interfaith-prayer-vigil





