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Proposed Int. No. 75-A:
By Council Members Gennaro, Brewer, Chin, Fidler, James, Koppell, Lander, Mark-Viverito, Nelson, Williams, Van Bramer, Levin, Garodnick, Crowley, Vallone, Gonzalez, Weprin, Vann, Lappin, Koslowitz, Rodriguez, Rivera, Greenfield, Vacca, Jackson, Dromm, Ulrich and Halloran.
Title:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city New York, in relation to requiring city plantings to be stormwater tolerant so as to facilitate stormwater retention and filtration.

Administrative Code:
Adds a new section 18-140 to Chapter 1 of Title 18 of the Administrative Code.
Proposed Int. No. 399-A:
By Council Members Vann, Comrie, Fidler, James, Palma, Williams, Van Bramer, Rodriguez, Levin, Nelson, Mark-Viverito, Daniel Dromm, and Margaret S. Chin

Title: 
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to increasing native biodiversity in public landscapes.

Administrative Code: 
Adds a new section 18-141 to Chapter 1 of Title 18 of the Administrative Code.

Proposed Int. No. 887-A:
By Council Members Gennaro, Brewer, Fidler, James, Koppell, Koslowitz, Lander, Mendez, Rose, Van Bramer, Williams, Levin, Jackson, Dromm and Chin
Title: 
To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the creation of a renewable energy systems web portal.

Administrative Code:
Adds a new subdivision j to section 24-802, reletters the existing text in section 24-804 as subdivision a and adds a new subdivision b to section 24-804.
Introduction
On February 5, 2013, at 2 p.m. on the 14th floor of 250 Broadway the Committee on Environmental Protection will hold a hearing and a vote on Proposed Int. No. 75-A, Proposed Int. No. 399-A and Proposed Int. No. 887-A, bills that would require requiring city plantings to be stormwater tolerant so as to facilitate stormwater retention and filtration, that would require the City to increase native biodiversity in public landscapes and that would require the city to create a renewable energy systems web portal, respectively.
Encouraging the planting of native species is a crucial part of preventing the dominance of invasive species.  Most current landscaping tends to revegetate with non-native plant species in unnatural spatial distributions and arrest succession through management of these ecosystems at great financial cost.
  More rare species in urbanized areas are found in sites that have escaped high intensity development such as city parks, cemeteries, railroad trackways, vegetated areas under transmission lines and other sites that are protected from development.
  This is why it is critically important to protect and increase biodiversity in public places where it can flourish.  New York City would like to increase biodiversity in public spaces and sidewalk plantings.  Proposed Int. No. 75, and Proposed Int. No. 399, are intended to assure that city plantings are stormwater tolerant and to promote the planting of native species, increasing the biodiversity in both on public and private land. 
Proposed Int. No. 887-A aims to facilitate greater use of renewable energy.
Proposed Int. No. 75-A
Section one of Proposed Int. No. 75-Asets out the legislative findings and intent.
Section two of the bill amends the administrative code of the city of New York by adding a new section 18-140.  Subdivision a of this section requires the creation of a stormwater retention manual applicable to all plantings conducted by the department that will maximize the use of stormwater retentive plantings.  Such manual shall, at a minimum,  identify plants suitable for the purpose of facilitating stormwater retention and describe their qualities; identify suitable planting materials, soil types and mulch, for the purpose of facilitating stormwater retention; and set forth guidelines for the planning and organization of plantings, including the appropriate mixes of plants.
Subdivision b mandates that the manuals developed pursuant to this section shall be accessible for use by property owners and professional land managers to increase stormwater retention and shall be made available on-line on the department’s website.

Subdivision c requires that all plantings conducted by the department after May 1, 2014, conform to the stormwater retention planting manual.

Section three of the bill provides that the local law takes effect immediately.
Amendments to Proposed Int. No. 75-A
· The legislative findings and intent were amended to speak to the need for stormwater tolerant plantings.

· The location of section relating to stormwater tolerant plantings was moved from Chapter 5 of Title 24 of the Administrative Code to Chapter 1 of Title 18 of the Administrative Code.
· The definitions for “native plants,” and “stormwater tolerant” were removed.

· Instead of utilizing a stormwater management design manual promulgated by the State and other resources, the Department of Parks and Recreation will now create its own stormwater retention manual.

· The Department of Parks and Recreation’s stormwater retention manual will be promulgated no later than November 1, 2013.

· Plantings of the Department of Parks and Recreation shall now conform to such manual by May 1, 2014, instead of ninety days after the enactment of this local law.
· The bill now takes effect immediately instead of ninety days after its enactment.

· Technical changes were made throughout the proposed bill for clarity and to organize the material by subject matter.
Proposed Int. No. 399-A
Section one of Proposed Int. No. 399-A sets out the legislative findings and intent.
Section two of the bill amends the administrative code of the city of New York by adding a new section 18-141. Subdivision a of this section requires the department to revise it design manual by November 1, 2013 to increase biodiversity in its landscape practices. Subdivision a also requires that where native plant species are not appropriate, such practices shall require the use of any plant species that has not been determined to be an invasive plant species by the New York state department of environmental conservation or by the department, or determined to be a noxious weed by the New York state department of agriculture and markets. Such manual shall include a native species planting guide, to be updated at least every five years, that lists the qualities of native species suitable for planting in the city of New York; and a list of alternative native species for commonly used non-native species.

Subdivision b of this section requires that the manual developed pursuant to this section be accessible for use by property owners and professional land managers to increase biodiversity and the use of native species, and shall be made available on-line on the Department of Parks and Recreation’s website. This subdivision defines “native species” to mean, with respect to a particular ecosystem, a species that, other than as the result of introduction, historically occurred or currently occurs in that ecosystem. 

Subdivision c of this section requires that all plantings conducted by the department after May 1, 2014, conform to the design manual promulgated or drafted pursuant to this section. Each calendar year from 2015 to 2019, inclusive, the department must review the effectiveness of the use of its design manual to increase native biodiversity in public plantings and issue a report to the mayor and the council documenting the number and location of all native species plantings in the prior year, including efforts made by the department to utilize local genotypes, and a description of the department’s plans for increasing the diversity of native species in the city.

Subdivision d of this section provides an exemption for botanic gardens and public institutions that possess plants for educational, scientific, historic or collection purposes and take precautions to prevent non-native species from going to seed or spreading beyond the existing planting shall be exempt from the requirements of this section. 

Section three of this bill provides that local law shall take effect immediately.
Amendments to Proposed Int. No. 399-A

· The legislative findings and intent were amended and shortened.
· A prohibition on the planting of turf grass was removed.
· References to the “green streets program” and planting guidelines requiring a minimum percentage of native plantings for sidewalks and larger properties were removed.
· The requirement of the Department of Parks and Recreation to remove existing invasive plant species on City-owned property has been removed.
· The requirement that the Department of Parks and Recreation serves as a clearing house for information regarding invasive and non-invasive species has been removed.
· Requirements for the review rules have been removed because the Department of Parks and Recreation has promulgated no rules with respect to plantings.

· The Department of Parks and Recreation will now create its own design manual to improve biodiversity in landscape practices by November 1, 2013. Such manual will be reviewed and updated as necessary every five years.
· Plantings of the Department of Parks and Recreation shall now conform to such manual by May 1, 2014, instead of ninety days after the enactment of this local law.
· An annual report on the effectiveness of the design manual and the Department of Parks and Recreations plans for increasing native biodiversity was added as a requirement for the years 2015 to 2019, inclusive.
· The bill now takes effect immediately instead of ninety days after its enactment.
· Technical changes were made throughout the proposed bill for clarity and to organize the material by subject matter.
Proposed Int. No. 887-A


Section one of Proposed Int. No. 887-A adds a new subdivision j to section 24-802 of the Administrative Code defining “renewable energy system.”
Section two of this bill reletters the existing text of section 24-802 of the Administrative Code as subdivision a and adds a new subdivision b. Paragraph 1 of subdivision b requires the City to establish an interative website called the “New York city renewable energy portal,” and that a link to the portal must be plainly visible on the Department of Buildings home page and other relevant city home pages.

Paragraph two of subdivision b states that the purpose of the sustainability portal is to inform the public about the economics and feasibility of utilizing on a variety of renewable energy systems, as well as LEED certification for residential buildings. This paragraph states that the portals information will be provided in “plain language” where possible.

Paragraph three of subdivision b states that the portal will renewable energy portal shall have or link to, to the extent they are available, programs that allow the user to calculate the estimated costs and benefits of renewable energy systems, lists of financial incentives available at the federal, state, and local levels, and tools and guidelines to evaluate the feasibility of installing renewable energy technologies.

Paragraph four of subdivision b requires that the renewable energy portal assist users in determining which city, state, and federal agencies, if any, must approve a prospective installation of renewable energy systems and link to the website of any city, state, or federal agency that must be contacted in connection with the installation of renewable energy systems, and may also link to any forms, if they are available online, that such agency may require of prospective installers of renewable energy systems.
Paragraph five of subdivision b requires the renewable energy portal to list the qualifications required for any contractor to perform installations of renewable energy systems within the city of New York.

Paragraph six of subdivision b clarifies that nothing within this section shall be construed to limit the authority of the office to create additional resources within the renewable energy portal.

 
Section three of this bill provides that it takes effect on November 1, 2013.
Amendments to Proposed Int. No. 887-A

· The legislative findings have been removed.

· The sustainability portal has been renamed the renewable energy portal.

· The definition for “renewable energy system” was moved from section 24-804 to the definitions section of that Chapter, section 24-802.

· The definition of “renewable energy system” has been revised to include any systems the “uses or creates” energy.

· The requirement for a reasonably concise directory that links to relevant website have been removed.

· The revised bill calls for the listing of qualifications for any contractor to install renewable energy systems in New York City.
· Technical changes were made throughout the proposed bill for clarity and to organize the material by subject matter.
Proposed Int. No. 75-A

By Council Members Gennaro, Brewer, Chin, Fidler, James, Koppell, Lander, Mark-Viverito, Nelson, Williams, Van Bramer, Levin, Garodnick, Crowley, Vallone, Gonzalez, Weprin, Vann, Lappin, Koslowitz, Rodriguez, Rivera, Greenfield, Vacca, Jackson, Dromm, Ulrich and Halloran.

A LOCAL LAW 
To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring city plantings to be stormwater tolerant so as to facilitate stormwater retention and filtration.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


Section 1. Legislative findings and intent. The Council finds that the PlaNYC Sustainable Stormwater Management Plan of 2008 recommends the use of green infrastructure as a desirable means to control and detain stormwater. Such control and detention is important because combined sewer overflows (CSOs) discharge over 27 billion gallons of sewage and polluted rainwater into the New York harbor every year. The Council also finds that initiatives undertaken by the City of New York, including the Green Infrastructure Plan, contemplate planting thousands of trees and many thousands of plants annually.  Therefore the Council finds that it is in the best interests of the City to use stormwater-tolerant plantings to maximize the capacity for stormwater retention and infiltration.


§2. Chapter 1 of title 18 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 18-140 to read as follows:

§18-140 Stormwater retention planting manual. a. Not later than November 1, 2013, the commissioner shall promulgate a stormwater retention manual applicable to all plantings conducted by the department that shall maximize the use of stormwater retentive plantings. Such manual shall, at a minimum:

1. identify plants suitable for the purpose of facilitating stormwater retention and describe their qualities, including, but not limited to, the appropriate hydrological and soil conditions, necessary sunlight, drought and salt water tolerance, coloring, shade cover, compatibility with other plants and usefulness as a habitat;

2. identify suitable planting materials, soil types and mulch, for the purpose of facilitating stormwater retention; and

3. set forth guidelines for the planning and organization of plantings, including the appropriate mixes of plants.

b. The manuals developed pursuant to this section shall be accessible for use by property owners and professional land managers to increase stormwater retention and shall be made available on-line on the department’s website.

c. All plantings conducted by the department after May 1, 2014, shall conform to the stormwater retention planting manual.

§3. This local law shall take effect immediately.

LS# 318 

1/29/13 708pm

Proposed Int. No. 399-A

By Council Members Vann, Comrie, Fidler, James, Palma, Williams, Van Bramer, Rodriguez, Levin, Nelson, Mark-Viverito, Dromm and Chin
A LOCAL LAW

To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to increasing native biodiversity in public landscapes.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


Section 1. Legislative findings and intent. The Council finds that native plants are the building blocks of our biological diversity and the cornerstone of our natural ecosystems. The Council also finds that invasive plant species are a detriment to the environment, out-competing native plant species and the animals that depend on them, and leaving them vulnerable to depletion or extinction. Further, native plantings may also result in reduced maintenance costs. Therefore the Council finds that it is in the best interests of the City to require greater native biodiversity and limit the use of invasive species in public landscapes. 


§2. Chapter 1 of title 18 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 18-141 to read as follows:

§18-141 Native biodiversity planting practices. a. Increased native biodiversity. By November 1, 2013, the department shall revise its design manual to increase biodiversity in its landscape practices. Such practices shall maximize the use of native plantings and drought and salt tolerant plantings, as appropriate, and minimize the presence of exotic monocultures on all city-owned property, including green streets, medians, sidewalks, parks and other areas where plantings occur. Where native plant species are not appropriate, such practices shall require the use of any plant species that has not been determined to be an invasive plant species by the New York state department of environmental conservation or by the department, or determined to be a noxious weed by the New York state department of agriculture and markets. Such manual shall include:

1. a native species planting guide, to be updated at least every five years, that lists the qualities of native species suitable for planting in the city of New York, including, but not limited to, the appropriate hydrological and soil conditions, necessary sunlight, drought and salt water tolerance, coloring, shade cover, compatibility with other plants and usefulness as a habitat; and

2. a list of alternative native species for commonly used non-native species.

b. The manual developed pursuant to this section shall be accessible for use by property owners and professional land managers to increase biodiversity and the use of native species, and shall be made available on-line on the department’s website. For purposes of this section only, “native species” shall mean, with respect to a particular ecosystem, a species that, other than as the result of introduction, historically occurred or currently occurs in that ecosystem. 

c. All plantings conducted by the department after May 1, 2014, shall conform to the design manual promulgated or drafted pursuant to this section. Each calendar year from 2015 to 2019, inclusive, the department shall review the effectiveness of the use of its design manual to increase native biodiversity in public plantings and shall issue a report to the mayor and the council documenting the number and location of all native species plantings in the prior year, including efforts made by the department to utilize local genotypes, and a description of the department’s plans for increasing the diversity of native species in the city.

d. Exemption. Botanic gardens and public institutions who possess plants for educational, scientific, historic or collection purposes and take precautions to prevent non-native species from going to seed or spreading beyond the existing planting shall be exempt from the requirements of this section. 

§3. This local law shall take effect immediately.

LS# 318 

1/29/13 758pm

Proposed Int. No. 887-A

By Council Members Gennaro, Brewer, Fidler, James, Koppell, Koslowitz, Lander, Mendez, Rose, Van Bramer, Williams, Levin, Jackson, Dromm and Chin
A LOCAL LAW

To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the creation of a renewable energy systems web portal.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Section 24-802 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as added by local law number 22 for the year 2008, is amended by adding a new subdivision j to read as follows:

j. "Renewable energy system” means any system that uses or creates energy from renewable energy sources, including but not limited to the sun, wind, geothermal sources, and passive house technologies, that is viable for installation in any building or on real property within the city of New York.
§ 2. Section 24-804 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as added by local law number 22 for the year 2008, is amended to read as follows:

§ 24-804 Education and outreach. a. No later than July 1, 2009, the office shall develop and implement programs for public education and outreach regarding global warming and the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions by residents, businesses, public and private elementary and secondary schools, and other entities within the city of New York. Such program shall include, but not be limited to, awareness campaigns tailored to specific sectors of the public, through which the office shall develop and disseminate information regarding global warming, including its potential impacts on the city of New York, and best practices to reduce energy consumption and greenhouse gas emissions.

b. The New York city renewable energy portal. 1. The office shall develop and administer an interactive website called the New York city renewable energy portal. A link to the renewable energy portal shall be prominently displayed on the website of the department of buildings and any other city agency website that pertains to sustainable growth or environmental policy.
2. The purpose of the renewable energy portal shall be to effectively inform the public about the feasibility and economic viability of installing renewable energy systems in the city of New York. Content on the website shall be written in plain language whenever possible and shall include, but not be limited to, information on solar photovoltaic panels, solar water heaters, geothermal heat pumps, and leadership in energy and environmental design (LEED) certification.  Links featured on the website shall be verified on a quarterly basis.
3. The renewable energy portal shall have or link to, to the extent they are available, programs that allow the user to calculate the estimated costs and benefits of renewable energy systems, lists of financial incentives available at the federal, state, and local levels, and tools and guidelines to evaluate the feasibility of installing renewable energy technologies. 

4. The renewable energy portal shall assist users in determining which city, state, and federal agencies, if any, must approve a prospective installation of renewable energy systems. The renewable energy portal shall link to the website of any city, state, or federal agency that must be contacted in connection with the installation of renewable energy systems, and may also link to any forms, if they are available online, that such agency may require of prospective installers of renewable energy systems.

5. The renewable energy portal shall list the qualifications required for any contractor to perform installations of renewable energy systems within the city of New York.

6. Nothing within this section shall be construed to limit the authority of the office to create additional resources within the renewable energy portal.

§3. This local law shall take effect on November 1, 2013, except that the office designated pursuant to chapter 8 of title 24 of the administrative code of the city of New York shall take such measures as are necessary for its implementation prior to such effective date.
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