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TITLE:
To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to permissible parking in front of private driveways.
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends Subdivision 2 of section 19-162 of the administrative code of the city of New York.
INTRODUCTION

            

            On December 5, 2012, the Committee on Transportation, chaired by Council Member James Vacca, will hold a hearing on Int. No. 824.  This legislation would amend Subdivision 2 of section 19-162 of the Administrative Code of the City of New York.  This bill would make clear that property owners who legally park in front of their own private driveway are not subject to muni-meter or other “No Parking” regulations, except for alternate side parking restrictions.  Additionally, such owners would be subject to parking restrictions involving emergency vehicles and those that prohibit impeding a bike lane. This is the first hearing on this legislation.  Expected to testify are representatives of the New York City Department of Transportation (DOT) as well as interested stakeholders and community leaders.  

BACKGROUND

Currently, subdivision 2 of section 19-162 of the Administrative Code allows parking in front of a private driveway as long as the parked vehicle is registered to the owner or lessor of the lot accessed by such driveway at that address, the lot does not contain more than two dwelling units, and the parking does not violate the state Vehicle and Traffic Law or local rules regarding parking, standing, or stopping.
Before DOT began transitioning to the use of muni-meters, traditional stand-alone parking meters were used to designate parking spaces subject to meter regulations. Meters were not installed in front of private driveways on blocks otherwise covered by meter regulations, however, since only the owners or lessors described in subdivision 2 of section 19-162 were allowed to park there and block the driveway.
DOT began to replace traditional meters with muni-meters as early as 1996; by September 2011 muni-meters had replaced virtually every meter, and DOT had begun removing the last remaining decommissioned standalone meters from the streets.
 Today, in the absence of individual meters to clearly identify metered spaces, blocks subject to muni-meter regulations are identified only by street signs periodically along those blocks, along with signs indicating various other parking regulations. Therefore, spaces in front of private driveways on those blocks, which never had a meter before, now appear to fall within the group of spaces subject to muni-meter regulations. Indeed, drivers legally parked in those spaces have been receiving parking tickets for not displaying a muni-meter receipt, when parking in the very same spot before the introduction of muni-meters did not result in any parking violation.

ANALYSIS

Section one of Int. No. 824 would amend Subdivision 2 of section 19-162 of the Administrative Code. It would remove the word “parking” from the types of restrictions those who attempt to legally park in front of their own driveway are subject to, in order to make clear that they are not subject to muni-meter and other parking regulations, except restrictions involving alternate side parking.  The bill would also specifically state that parking would not be permitted to block a bicycle lane or to impede emergency vehicles. 
Section two of Int. No. 824 states that the local law would take effect ninety days after its enactment.
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A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to permissible parking in front of private driveways.  

 

 

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1. Subdivision 2 of section 19-162 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended to read as follows:

      2. Notwithstanding  the  department  of   transportation   regulation prohibiting   parking  in  front  of  private  driveways,  it  shall  be permissible for the owner or lessor of the lot accessed by such driveway to park a passenger vehicle registered to him or her at that address  in front  of  such  driveway,  provided that such lot does not contain more than two dwelling units and, further provided that such parking does not violate any other provision of the vehicle and traffic law or [local law, rule or regulation] restriction involving emergency vehicles, concerning the  [parking,]  stopping[,]  or  standing  of motor  vehicles, alternate side parking, or where parking would impede a bike lane.  The  hearing  officer  shall  dismiss  any  notice  of violation issued to the owner of such  passenger  vehicle  upon  receipt from  the  owner,  in  person  or  by  mail,  of  a  copy of the vehicle registration containing the same address as that at which the ticket was given or other suitable evidence showing compliance with  the  law.  The director of the bureau shall set forth the proof required in the case of lots where confusion may arise including, but not limited to, corner lots or lots with dual addresses.

§ 2. This local law shall take effect ninety days after its enactment into law.
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� http://www.nytimes.com/2011/09/19/nyregion/uprooting-the-old-familiar-parking-meter.html?pagewanted=1&_r=2&smid=fb-share


� See, e.g., http://www.wpix.com/videogallery/69556524/News/Mocker--Parking-Ticket-Battle#pl-62885206
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