Int. No. 783

By Council Members Vacca, Ferreras, Gentile, Jackson, James, Koo, Koslowitz, Mendez, Van Bramer, Williams, Rodriguez, Brewer and Koppell    

..Title

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring commercial bicyclists to complete bicycle safety courses.

..Body
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1. Paragraph e of section 10-157 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended to add a new paragraph 3 as follows:
(3) Each bicycle operator shall be required to complete a bicycle safety course. The term “bicycle safety course” means a course given or approved by the department of transportation, regarding safe bicycling and adherence to traffic laws. Such requirement shall include, but not be limited to, the following:

(i) Each bicycle operator shall complete a bicycle safety course within six months of the enactment of the local law that added this paragraph;

(ii) Each bicycle operator who commences employment with any business engaged in providing a service as authorized in this section after the enactment of the local law that added this paragraph shall complete such bicycle safety course within ninety days of the commencement of such employment;

(iii) Each bicycle operator shall provide proof of completion of such bicycle safety course to each of his or her employers, shall carry such proof of completion while making deliveries or otherwise riding a bicycle on behalf of the business, and shall produce such proof upon the demand of a police officer or any other law enforcement officer;

(iv) The owner of any business engaged in providing a service as authorized in this section shall be responsible for the compliance with the provisions of this section of any employees it shall retain, shall maintain records of such employees’ completion of bicycle safety courses, and shall make such records available for inspection during regular and usual business hours upon request of an agent of the police commissioner, any police officer, an agent of the department of transportation or any other person authorized by law; and

(v) The commissioner of transportation shall promulgate such rules and regulations as may be required to effectuate the purposes of this paragraph, including rules and regulations governing the content, requirements and delivery of the bicycle safety course.

§ 2. Paragraph h of section 10-157 of the administrative code of the City of New York is amended as follows:
   h.  Any person who makes deliveries or otherwise operates a bicycle on behalf of a business without carrying the identification required by subdivision b of this section or who fails to produce such identification upon demand as required by such subdivision, or who fails to wear protective headgear required by subdivision e of this section, or who fails to carry proof of completion of a bicycle safety course required by subdivision e of this section, shall be guilty of a traffic infraction and upon conviction thereof shall be liable for a fine of not less than twenty-five dollars nor more than fifty dollars. It shall be an affirmative defense to such traffic infraction that the business did not provide the protective headgear required by subdivision e of this section. Such traffic infraction may be adjudicated by such an administrative tribunal as is authorized under article two-A of the vehicle and traffic law.
§ 3.  This local law shall take effect ninety days after it is enacted into law.
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