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* 3D PERSPECTIVE RENDERING

LAST REVISED 09.01.10
TD WHITESTONE ]

148-02 14TH AVENUE associates
WHITESTONE QUEENS, NY 11357 architects /f engineers // planners
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July 25" 2011

Hon. Mark Weprin

NYC Council Member

23" Council District

73-03 Bell Boulevard
Oakland Gardens, NY 11364

Dear Council Member Weprin:

THE SENATE
STATE OF NEW YORK

TONY AVELLA
SENATOR, 1ITH DISTRICT

ALBANY OFFICE:
ROOM 504, LOB
ALBANY, NEW YORK 12247
{518) 455-2210 OFFICE
{518) 426-6736 FAX

DISTRICT OFFICE:
38-50 BELL BOULEVARD
SUITE C
BAYSIDE, NEW YORK 11361
{718) 257-3094 OFFICE

{718) 357-3491 FAX

INTERNET ADDRESS:
AVELLA@NYSENATE.GOV

I am strongly opposed to the proposed rezoning application of the current Whitestone Lumber Yard for the development of a
TD Bank branch and adjacent properties along the Cross Island Parkway to be rezoned with a C1-2 commercial overlay on top
of the current R3A residential zone for the following reasons:

I} TD Bank initialty came to my office in 2009 with a variance request, which I believed was an appropriate way of proceeding
with this proposal. At some point, the proposed variance was dropped in favor of pursuing a rezoning without any further
discussion with my office or the Greater Whitestone Taxpayers Civic Association until after the proposal was certified at the

Department of City Planmng.

2) Similar to the recent rezoning application that I opposed at 154" Street between 10™ and 11™ Avenues where the former
White House restaurant is located, I believe that a variance is the appropriate mechanism to both allow development on a
particular site without negatively impacting a larger low-density area. The Greater Whitestone Taxpayers Civic Association
spent many hard years of work getting their contextual rezoning approved for their neighborhood. This kind of proposal
unravels the protection that the Whitestone rezoning created in the first place, and, like the White House rezoning, sets a

precedent for this to happen again and again.

3) Additionally, TD Bank will not actually ever own the Whitestone Lumber Yard property, only lease it, [ am actually quite
surprised as to how TD Bank is the applicant in the first place, due to this arrangement. Having met with TD Bank
representatives in my office, I asked what would happen should TD Bank get bought out and the branch closed. The response
from TD Bank was simple: it is possible that the owner (which will remain the current owner of Whitestone Lumber) could
develop a strip mall on the site. This is definitely not what the community wants, as there are enough strip malls on the other
side of the Cross Island Parkway in Whitestone Village that were built as-of-right. There 15 definitely not a need for that as-of-

right ability at this site.

4) The cwrrent auto repair shop at Lot 3 is governed by a variance which expires in 2011. Why would we want to create an as-
of-right situation on a commercial property that is already subject to a variance process that protects and informs the community
as to what limits the current business is allowed to operate under?

In summary, | oppose the rezoning of Block 4645, Lots 1, 37, 3 and 22. I strongly urge the Zoning and Franchises Committes
of the City Council to disapprove this application.

Sincerely,
o jgw

Tony Avella
State Senator
11" Senatorial District
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THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

in favor [ in opposition

Date: 4?5////

- (PLEASE PRINT)
Name: C? { (e E — BV
Address: 2L & Tl S./l"

I represent: _ f—f(&{"/G %%{/éf f(fr //

Address: SOL, V] -

I intend to appear axllzg/spé on Int. No. M Res. No.

T TT= o WE W S Bl e——

THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

I intend to appear and speak on Int. No. __~ Res. No.
' E]’ in favor [J in opposition

Date:

/i ’ / sz/u (L E _PRINT)
Name:
Address: M[(W 9[ /JWO%/E/A/ /UY

-~ I represent: /M /0(// 7 Z&ﬁfﬂ)f QJ

r—————r ————— 1

" THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

Address: MMLM/UA/ M%

I intend to appear and speak on Int. No. 427 Res. No.
(1 infavor (4" in opposition

- Date: .7}/ A3
| (PLEASE PRINT)
-_,;:;.:‘Nme Bessie Schach hier

; "Addren

I represent: SG’.V\:\“‘OP ﬂﬁb Pr\f-&ﬂé. _ )
Address: _38-<0 - BPI( "‘é\‘rfk S . \60\/:;\(';560 ./Uty//fg&'/ .

’ Please complete this card and return to the Sergeant-at-Arms ‘
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THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

I intend to appear and speak on Int. No AF0 _ Res. No.
[] in favor @/1;1 opposition

Date: 7,
Name: A// M f

@(PLEASE PRINT)
Address: /A// 20 /d/?C/E 5()/////”’?/0/4/'1‘:' ﬂ/l///35—7

2 RN
I represent: ﬂ/é/;ﬂ/é_é M%ES/JN/. /f?// YELS ﬁ}(//ﬂ/%g:k'
Address: d’)){//7/§/0ﬂ/5 A/ ///35 7 /(‘/T/}%V/J -

’ Pleuase complete this card and return to the Sergeam-at-A rms ‘

THE COUNCIL
“THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card I

I intend to appear and speak on Int. No.Lﬂ‘L?__ Res. No.
in favor [ in opposition

Date: l_] \7" s~ \ “\
_ — {PLEASE PRINT)
Name: _CEDUIc DN Recepec

Afddresu: \L e M s— pAA | OV &
I represent: d( < ‘%*M\g- ’\-gq-r_ cea D CN’ \‘\ \
Address: (I’L_O KQ{V\‘ ’CAV N Q‘\C -

’ Please complete this cerd and return to the Sergeant-gt-Arms ‘
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e counan,
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

I intend to appear and speak on Int. No. f00/25 244] Res. No. ﬁ_s_.‘;)___.

i favor [ in epposition

_ Datge:
. (PLEASE PRINT)
. Name: Jﬁ{* (& &Wf/}
Address: T b W&

I represent:
Address:
. Pleuse complete this card and return to the Sergeant-at-Arms ‘

" THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

I intend to appear and speak.on Int. No. /—OD/ ?’l M. #&’ Res. No. &____30
B/l‘:l favor {7 in opposition
hmn“f"-:«% Date:

e 0 (PLEASE PRINT) -
Na:;1/e: P A @ X .

Address: ) 602”’ o fbfﬁqf" V‘
1 repréfent: T
Addrees: 7 FF pﬂﬁ%

’ Please complete this card and return to the Sergeant-at-Arms ‘

.—/




