Staff:   Danielle Barbato         

Counsel to the Committee

John Lisyanskiy
Legislative Financial Analyst, Finance Division 
[image: image1.png]




T H E  C O U N C I L

REPORT OF THE OFFICE OF THE GENERAL COUNSEL

ELIZABETH FINE, DIRECTOR AND GENERAL COUNSEL

COMMITTEE ON STATE AND FEDERAL LEGISLATION
Hon. Helen Diane Foster , Chair

                                                       June 14, 2011 
Preconsidered SLR:




By: Council Member Foster 
S. 913 By: Krueger 
TITLE:
AN ACT to amend the Administrative Code of the City of New York, in relation to health insurance coverage for surviving domestic partners or members of the police department and the fire department who are enrolled in a health insurance plan. 
BACKGROUND:


The purpose of this bill is to allow the surviving domestic partners of deceased retired New York City police officers and firefighters who are enrolled in the health insurance plan to continue their health insurance coverage. Currently, only spouses of deceased police officers and firefighters are given the option to continue their health insurance coverage. 

According to the Sponsor’s Memorandum in Support (MIS), the loss of medical insurance to individuals can be a devastating occurrence.  This bill would allow the surviving domestic partner to maintain the same coverage as they had before the death of their domestic partner. 
PROPOSED LEGISLATION:

This bill would amend the Administrative Code of the City of New York to give surviving domestic partners the option to  continue the health coverage they had with a retired New York City Police Officer or New York City Firefighter by paying the group rate for the coverage plus a two percent administrative fee.  This provision will be extended to retirees who were police officers under the New York City Housing Authority or New York City Transit Authority prior to the merger of those police departments with the New York City Police Department. 
FISCAL IMPLICATIONS:

See Finance Division fiscal impact statement.

EFFECTIVE DATE:

Immediately
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