Int. No. 508

By Council Members James, Cabrera, Chin, Comrie, Fidler, Foster, Koppell, Mark-Viverito, Mendez, Nelson, Palma, Recchia, Seabrook, Vann, Williams, Levin, Van Bramer, Vallone, Gentile, Gennaro and Crowley  

..Title

A Local Law to amend the New York city charter, in relation to establishing an annual snow preparedness and response report.

..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Section 15 of chapter 1 of the New York city charter is amended to add a new subdivision g to read as follows: 

g. Annual snow preparedness and response report. (1) For purposes of this subdivision, the term “snow event” shall mean any snowfall in excess of three inches within a period of six hours.  

(2) No later than October 1, 2011, the mayor shall submit to the council and make available to the public on the city’s website a report describing the city’s preparation for and response to all snow events during the preceding twelve-month period.  Such report shall include but not be limited to the following: 

A. A list of all snow events during the reporting period; 

B. A list of all city and state agencies or offices, and private entities, involved in snow event preparation and response, including a description of the responsibilities of each such agency, office or entity.  Such list shall include but not be limited to the following: department of education, office of emergency management; department of environmental protection, fire department, office of the chief medical examiner, department of parks and recreation, police department, department of sanitation, department of transportation, and to the extent sufficient information is available, the State office of emergency management, New York city housing authority, the metropolitan transportation authority, and the port authority of New York and New Jersey;

C. An assessment of the performance of each such agency, office or entity during each of the City’s snow events during the reporting period; 

D. A list of any winter weather-related emergency warnings or declarations issued by the city or state during the reporting period, and actions taken pursuant to such warnings or declarations, and;

E. Recommendations for improving City snow event preparation and response, including but not limited to recommended revisions to agency or office snow management plans or other relevant protocols.

(3) No later than October 1, 2012, and annually on October 1 thereafter, the mayor shall submit to the council and make available to the public on the city’s website a report detailing the city’s preparation for and response to snow events during the previous twelve-month period and preparation for future snow events.  Such report shall include but not be limited to the following areas:

A. Snow event management over the course of the reporting period, accounting for any changes in plan or management, including;

i. Snow management responsibilities for each of the following agencies and offices: department of education, office of emergency management; department of environmental protection, fire department, office of the chief medical examiner, department of parks and recreation, police department, department of sanitation, department of transportation, and, to the extent possible, the state office of emergency management, New York city housing authority, the metropolitan transportation authority, and the port authority of New York and New Jersey;

(a) Each such city agency or office shall indicate the number of employees available for snow removal activities and the role of such employees in the respective agency’s or office’s plan.

ii. An interagency snow event coordination protocol including designation of a lead agency or office, a list of all agencies or offices required to take part in such coordination, and a protocol for public notification of relevant information; 

iii. A list of emergency or other weather-related warnings or declarations which the city or state may issue in preparation for or response to a snow event and the actions to be taken pursuant to such warnings or declarations;

iv. An inventory of all city-owned snow management equipment and resources;

v. A plan to coordinate deployment of city-owned snow management equipment and resources during a snow event, including measures to be taken to ensure that such equipment and resources are appropriately prepared for a snow event; 

vi. An inventory of privately-owned snow management equipment and resources available for use by the City during a snow event; 

vii. A plan to coordinate deployment of privately-owned equipment and resources during a snow event, including a plan to coordinate non-City owned ambulances and other emergency response vehicles; 

viii. Strategies, contracts or agreements to ensure that privately owned snow management equipment and resources are available to the City on an as-needed basis or on the occurrence of any specified snow event; 

ix. The number of individuals who registered with the City to work during future snow events, or who performed snow removal work during the reporting period, and; 

x. A plan to deploy such individuals during future snow events and to ensure direct oversight of such workers by department personnel, and;  

xi. Strategies or agreements to ensure that such individuals are available to the City on an as-needed basis or based on the occurrence of any specified snow event. 

B. Snow events occurring during the reporting year, including:

i. The manner in which city-owned snow management equipment and resources were deployed in each snow event during the reporting period; 

ii. The manner in which privately-owned snow management equipment and resources were obtained and deployed in each snow event during the reporting period, and any problems experienced obtaining and deploying the services of such equipment and resources during such snow events; 

iii. The manner in which non-city workers were deployed in each of the City’s snow events during the reporting period, and any problems experienced obtaining and deploying the services of such workers during such snow events, and; 

iv. An assessment of the performance of the relevant city agencies or offices identified in item (a)(i) of subparagraph (3) of this subdivision in each snow event during the reporting period, including whether the city or state issued any snow emergency or other winter weather-related warnings or declarations. 

C. Future planning for snow events, including:

i. Recommendations for improving city snow event preparation and response including but not limited to revisions to agency or office snow management plans or other relevant protocols;

ii. Recommendations for improving the utilization of city-owned snow management equipment and resources in future snow events; 

iii. Recommendations for improving the use and deployment of privately-owned snow management equipment and resources in future snow events, and;

iv. Recommendations for improving the use and deployment of non-city workers to perform snow removal work in future snow events.


§2. This local law shall take effect ninety days after its enactment. 
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