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INTRODUCTION

On March 8, 2011, the Committee on Higher Education, chaired by Council Member Ydanis Rodriguez, will hold an oversight hearing on the institutes and centers at the City University of New York (“CUNY”) that focus on culture and ethnicity. Witnesses invited to present testimony at the hearing include representatives of CUNY’s administration, institutes and centers, and students.
BACKGROUND

New York City prides itself on being one of the most diverse and progressive metropolitan areas in the nation. According to most recent data from the U.S. Census Bureau (the 2010 Census is not currently available), the City is comprised of 46.8% White, 26.3% Black, 27.4% Hispanic or Latino, 12.2% Asian, 0.7% American Indian or Alaskan Native, 0.1% Native Hawaiian or other Pacific Islander,
 and 35.9% foreign-born.
 

CUNY is the largest municipal university system in the United States, comprised of 23 institutions, including 11 senior colleges and six community colleges.
 More than 480,000 students are enrolled at various CUNY campuses throughout the five boroughs of New York City.
 CUNY’s student body reflects the diversity of the City.  In Fall 2010, the total student body at CUNY accounted for 30.1% White, 25.4% Black, 27.1% Hispanic, 17.1% Asian or Pacific Islander, and 0.3% American Indian or Alaskan Native.
 Students trace their ancestries to 205 countries.
  Of first-time freshmen, 37% are born outside the U.S. mainland.
  Forty-seven percent of all undergraduates have a native language other than English.

CUNY CENTERS AND INSTITUTES


CUNY has more than one hundred research centers, institutes, and consortia.
  The centers focus their research efforts and related activities on the humanities, politics, the sciences, the environment, health, and other areas. The centers also offer academic resources, access to archives, research opportunities, and a wide range of events.
  Undergraduate and graduate students can take advantage of internship and employment possibilities as well as opportunities to work with other students and distinguished faculty.
  


For the purpose of this hearing, this paper will focus on CUNY’s culturally-based research centers and institutes. There are over twenty centers and institutes at various campuses that promote and conduct research on African, African-American, Caribbean, Asian, Latino, Jewish, Irish, Greek, Italian, and Middle Eastern cultures.  Such centers and institutes have publications, hold art exhibitions, lectures, literary events, and other activities to educate students and the community-at large about the experiences and contributions of racial and ethnic groups, as well as to address social and political issues affecting such groups.  These centers and institutes are located at CUNY’s senior colleges, graduate and professional schools.  Some colleges have one culturally-based research center or institute on their campus, while there are others that have more than one on their campus. Listed below are some of the centers and institutes at the colleges, the year they were founded, and a brief description of their programs:

Baruch College 
· Center for Equality, Pluralism and Policy 
(2002) – The mission of the center is to explore the policy and programmatic implications of serving and governing a diverse society such as New York City.
· Jewish Resource Center 
 (1988) – A major part of the center is directed at serving the Baruch faculty and the neighboring community through a series of films and lectures.  It also maintains an active relationship with neighboring Jewish cultural agencies.
Brooklyn College
· Africana Research Center
 (1969) – The center promotes research in Africana studies and in political and economic problems of interest to scholars and the African-American community.
· Center for Italian American Studies
 (1973) – The center stimulates interest in Italian-American life and explores the social and political attitudes and behavior patterns of Italian Americans. The center sponsors conferences, cultural events, counseling and training workshops.
· Center for Latino Studies 
 (1969) – The center is an adjunct of the Department of Puerto Rican and Latino Studies.  It stimulates interest in Puerto Rican and Latino affairs. The center maintains a facility for special collections, publications and research.
· Center for Diversity and Multicultural Studies 
 (1996) – The center promotes and supports a multicultural academic environment. Policy initiatives and curriculum and faculty development are promoted through the Multicultural Studies Council the Multicultural Assembly. Students are empowered through participation in the Multicultural Action Committee and community-service learning programs.
City College

· Dominican Studies Institute
  (1994) – This institute is the nation’s first university-based research institute devoted to the study of people of Dominican descent in the United States and other parts of the world.  Its mission is to produce and disseminate research and scholarship about Dominicans and the Dominican Republic.
Hunter College 
· Center for Puerto Rican Studies/Centro de Estudios Puertorriquenos
 (1973) – This university-based research center’s mission consists of two components: (1) to collect, preserve and provide access to archival and library resources documenting the history and culture of Puerto Ricans; and (2) to produce, facilitate, and disseminate interdisciplinary research about the diasporic experiences of Puerto Ricans and to link this scholarly inquiry to social action and policy debates.
John Jay College of Criminal Justice
· Center on Race, Crime and Justice
 (2005) – The Center aims to provide a systematic means for better understanding the linkages between race, and justice, and for the development of sound policies to diminish racial bias in the criminal justice system. 
Lehman College

· Institute for Irish-American Studies
 (2000) – The Institute serves as a clearinghouse for research opportunities in Irish-American Studies for students, staff, and faculty on all CUNY campuses.
Medgar Evers College
· The Center for Black Literature
 (2003) – Research activities for the center focus on mid-to-late 20th century and contemporary black writing within and outside the United States by African-American, Caribbean, Latin American, African and other peoples of African ancestry.  The center is designed to expand, broaden, and enrich the public’s knowledge and aesthetic appreciation of the value of Black literature through various programs and services.
· Caribbean Research Center
 (1985) – The center addresses the concerns, problems and needs of the rapidly growing Caribbean community of the metropolitan New York State population. Its work entails research, publications, professional development, curriculum development, fellowships, graduate student mentoring, student life enrichment, internships, study abroad and inter-university exchanges, and other services and programs.
· Male Development and Empowerment Center 
 (2001) – This is a service-oriented, student focused center working to create a bridge between matriculating male students, their college environment and beyond, through academic advisement, organizing workshops, forums, lectures, initiating community service projects and building community relationships.
Queens College

· Asian-American and Asian Research Institute
 (2001) – The institute is a university-wide scholarly research and resource center that focuses on policies and issues that affect Asians and Asian-Americans.  It covers four areas: Asian-American studies, East Asian Studies, South Asian Studies and Trade and Technology Studies.

· Asian/American Center
 (1987) - The center is dedicated to the development of community-oriented research to analyze the multicultural diaspora experience in North, Central, and South America and the Caribbean.
· Center for Byzantine and Modern Greek Studies
  (1974) – The purpose of the center  are to initiate, support and coordinate the teaching of Byzantine and Modern Greek subjects at Queens College, to promote Byzantine and Nei-Hellenic scholarship and publications, and to relate academic research and teaching to the needs and interest of the Greek community of Queens and beyond.

· John D. Calandra Italian American Institute
 (1995) – Italian-Americans represent the largest European ancestral group in New York State, New York City and CUNY. The primary purpose of the Institute is to foster higher education among Italian-Americans.

CUNY Graduate Center

· Middle East and Middle Eastern American Center
 (2001) – This center’s mission is to promote the study of the Middle East and Middle Eastern Americans and is the only center in the country that incorporates the Middle Eastern American experience into Middle East Studies.
· Center for Latin American, Caribbean and Latino Studies
 (2000) – The center’s mission is to stimulate and help coordinate the study of Latin America, the Caribbean, and Latinos in the United States in the CUNY doctoral programs.

· Institute for Research on the African Diaspora in the Americas and the Caribbean
 (1994) – This research institute is concerned with the study of the history, culture, conditions, and development of people of African descent, with special attention being given to the African-American and African-Caribbean experience. It is a CUNY-wide institute and is also associated with City College.
· Center for Jewish Studies
 (1980) – This center encourages research on Jewish life, particularly in the modern period and brings that research to the Jewish and academic communities through conferences, publications, symposia, and lectures. There is also a Center for Jewish Studies at Queens College.

CUNY Law School

· Center for Diversity in the Legal Profession
 (2008) – The main purpose of the center is to be a clearinghouse for data on the participation of people of color in the law, as well as conduct research to document and address obstacles to such participation. The Center will also collaborate with other organizations on activities designed to increase participation of people of color in the legal profession as well as by members of other groups traditionally underrepresented in the legal profession.
· Center on Latino and Latina Rights and Equality
 (2008) – The center promotes and supports legal research and advocacy issues related to the legal and socio-political status of Latinos and Latinas in the United States. 
CONCLUSION
The purpose of this hearing is for the Committee to learn more about the contributions made by the cultural institutes and centers at CUNY, to review the quality of their research and programs, and to explore their value to the academic community and the communities that they serve.
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