








































































































































































































































































































































TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF INT. NO. 332 PROHIBITING
SMOKING IN PEDESTRIAN PLAZAS AND PUBLIC PARKS AND
BEACHES

By: Claire Millman
President, Alliance For Smoke-Free Air
(516) 433 8278

October 15, 2010

I am Claire Millman, President of the Alliance For Smoke-Free Air
and have been actively involved in this prominent health issue for 37
plus years. I made the initial appeal for and subsequent
strengthening of all tobacco control legislation in Suffolk, Nassau,
New York City and New York State and have, therefore, heard all the
opposition arguments and watched them proven invalid as smoke-
free has become, justifiably, the norm in many venues of our
environment.

What has changed since the last strengthening in New York City?
Substantially increased mountain of scientific evidence from studies
worldwide re the disease and death caused by second hand smoke,
including the variety of other cancers in addition to lung cancer, the
much larger incidence of fatal heart attacks than previously known
and the fact that even short term exposure to second hand smoke
adversely affects the public. The now chronicled numerous studies
verifying the harmful effects of exposure to second hand smoke
outdoors, as called out in the intent of this bill support its passage,
and the public support, as a result of the continued suffering due to
exposure outdoors to this carcinogenic and toxic contaminant, and
the increased knowledge all verify the necessity for enacting this bill
into law.

There is no safe level of exposure to second hand smoke, a Class A
carcinogen. The presence, use and proliferation of a toxic and
carcinogenic product in public places is detrimental to the health,
safety and welfare of all our residents of all ages. No other scourge
of this magnitude is permitted to exist in public places, if the remedy



is known. Smokefree protects against disease, saves lives and costs
nothing.

Many nonsmokers exposed to outdoor tobacco smoke suffer
immediate symptoms including breathing difficulties, outright asthma
attacks, nausea, irritations of the eyes and throat which progress to
infection, serious respiratory conditions, and heart and lung disease.
In addition to the necessary protection from second hand smoke,
there is the importance of preventing small children from ingesting the
cigarette butts and/or choking on them, and the importance of
positive role model for children and youth (these restrictions
denormalize smoking, thereby discouraging the youth from starting).

Cigarette butts, which are not biodegradable, constitute a tremendous
and unhealthy litter problem.

Scientific evidence is effective only in its application. There is
substantial precedent in many places in our country and throughout
the world for this legislation, and the number is growing rapidly. The
feedback from these localities verifies that these laws are self-
enforcing, because most people are law abiding and the prominently
displayed “no smoking” signs are obeyed.

Laws mandating smokefree places are a major factor in reducing
social acceptability of smoking, benefiting all our society. While
protecting the health and safety of nonsmokers, they provide
incentives for smokers to quit and send a message to all that active
and passive smoking kill.

We commend New York City for its ongoing leadership action on
behalf of the health, safety and welfare of our people, and look
forward to the passage of the strongest version of this bill.

Note: In 2002 I appealed to the Board of the Town of Oyster Bay,
Long Island, N.Y. for a law banning smoking in all playgrounds, parks
and beaches. I supplied the members of the Town Board with factual
information in support of such a law, and worked with the Board to
formulate the actual bill. The resulting law was passed in December,
2002, and in March, 2003 I was honored with the title of Woman of
Distinction 2003 Town of Oyster Bay.



From: "joe boone" <j1o2ey@yahoo.com>
Date: 10/16/2010 7:54:44 AM
To: "speakerquinn@council.nyc.gov" <speakerquinn@council.nyc.gov>
Cc: "brewer@council.nyc.ny.us" <brewer@council.nyc.ny.us>,
"brewer@council.nyc.gov" <brewer@council.nyc.gov>
Subject: Re: NYC Council Smoking Ban Hearing

Dear Speaker Quinn and Council Member Brewer,

Due to unforseen cicumstances, I was unable to attend the public hearing on Intro. 332
last Thursday, Oct 14th. Please accept my apology. My absence at the hearing has in no
way diluted my support for the ban on smoking in public parks and pedestrian plazas.
I am garnering increasing support for Intro 332 with my family and friends, colleagues at
work (over 2000), PTA group (about 40 parents) and my co-op building
(96 residences). We fully stand behind you on this issue and look forward to attending
any future hearings to testify in support of this proposed legislation. Please keep me
informed of any and all future dates when similar public hearings will take place.
Additionally, please utilize any portion of my (intended) statement (see below), which I
prepared to deliver at the hearing, in any future justifications for the passing of your
important bill. Thank you, Joe Boone

Statement for Healthier NY hearing; Point,Example,Point Outline:

POINT: Second hand smoke and used cigarette filters damages both the environment and
the health of non smokers, especially our innocent children.
I hope this bill to ban smoking in all public parks and pedestrian plazas is only a
beginning that leads to a full ban on smoking in all NYC public sidewalks as well.
Tobacco smoke contains over 4,000 different chemicals. Over 40 are known to cause
cancer in humans.
a. Formaldehyde (embalming fluid)

used to preserve dead bodies
b. Arsenic (rat poison),
c. Hydrogen Cyanide (gas chamber poison)
d. Polonium-210- highly radioactive material used to kill Russian ex-spy Alexander
Litvinenko in 2006
EXAMPLES:
Plaza near Bleeker Park: Adjacent to childrenâ€™s park, often smell (inhale) tobacco
smoke from smokers
Horatio & Hudson Park- often many Adults smoking Cigarettes.
Hudson River - Christopher St Piers- Avoid it w/ son altogether because of all cigarette
smoke. Other parents have told me same.
POINT: Each year, smokers worldwide deposit 4.5 trillion cigarette butts.
That's over 8 million every minute.
That's so many that if you stacked them on top of each other, end to end, they would
stretch to the moon and back - 150 times.
Here in the U.S. , more than 1.35 trillion cigarettes were manufactured in 2007, of which



360 billion were smoked here. Look closely at the ground at any intersection. They're
everywhere!
The butts flicked onto the sidewalk or street find their way into storm drains, many of
them washing into our waterways.
Cigarette butts are made of a bundle of 12,000 plastic-like cellulose acetate fibers, a form
of plastic, which can take up to 12 years to break down, and when in contact with water
can leach chemicals such as cadmium, lead and arsenic, ultimately potentially polluting
our marine environment. Are cigarette butts litter? Absolutely! But unlike paper products
they're not biodegradable.
The nicotine trapped inside 200 used filters is likely sufficient to kill a 160 pound adult
human - 50 to 60 milligrams.
Tar refers to those 4000 chemicals with 50 cancer causing poisons that include arsenic,
vinyl chloride, acetone, mercury and lead. Modern filters trap roughly half the tar while
capturing one-third of a cigaretteâ€™s formaldehyde and two-thirds of its hydrogen
cyanide. Pick up a few dozen butts and take a big whiff. Smell the scent of bitter
almonds? Thatâ€™s hydrogen cyanide. (Hold up and show everyone ziplock bag with all
used cigarette butts collected from Bleeker park plaza Saturday afternoon)
Because of 4000 chemicals in cig smoke, including over 40 known carcinogens, that
damage human health, I encourage the city council to do whatâ€™s best for this city and
the Great State of NY and make the passing of this legislation to ban smoking in all city
parks and ped plazas your top priority.
Thank you for allowing me this opportunity to speak before you here today.



Matt Shotkin

Smoking cessation in the beaches and parks can be a problem:

With the price of cigarettes going up, and less people smoking, it might be less or

More of a problem: I’m not really sure which:

Maybe, a compromise of a smoking ban in the larger parks: For example Central

And Bryant Park:

There are trainings for smoking cessation: Cigarette litter accounts for 75

Per_cent of the cities litter:

I also propose a smoking ban in the bars and clubs, because smoking there is just

A bad habit for folks: A friend of mine has lives at 251 E 84th Street, and Has a bar”s big

Ashtray right under a door: More bad news:

I think there should also be a ban on Penthouse and roof smoking as well:

Some people currently smoke on rooftops of Apartment buildings:

I want to thank you for this opportunity to testify on this very critical issue:




































