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          2                   (800) 756-3410

          3                 CHAIRPERSON WARDEN: Good afternoon.

          4  This is a hearing on the Committee on Fire and

          5  Criminal Justice Services. I am Councilman Larry

          6  Warden, Chairman of the Committee.

          7                 Today the Committee intends to vote

          8  on Introduction No. 640 and Introduction No. 641.

          9                 Introduction 640 would amend Section

         10  12-307 (a) subsection (4) of the Administrative Code

         11  of the City of New York to include persons employed

         12  by the Fire Department as fire alarm dispatchers and

         13  supervisors of fire alarm dispatchers as members of

         14  the uniformed fire services for purposes of

         15  collective bargaining only.

         16                 Introduction No. 641 would amend

         17  Section 12-307 (a) section (4) of the Administrative

         18  Code to include persons employed by the Fire

         19  Department as EMTs, paramedics and supervisors of

         20  EMTs and paramedics as members of the uniformed fire

         21  service for purposes of collective bargaining only.

         22                 On February 20th, 2001, this

         23  Committee held a hearing on Intro. 640 and 641 and

         24  received testimony from several witnesses concerning

         25  these two bills.
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          2                 I am joined today by Council Members,

          3  on my left, McCaffrey, Michels, Provenzano on my

          4  right, and Oddo.

          5                 I want to make a note that we

          6  received written testimony in support of

          7  Introduction 640 and 641 from the Policemen's

          8  Benevolent Association President Patrick J. Lynch,

          9  his testimony is entered into the record.

         10                 Before we proceed, is there anyone

         11  from the Mayor's Office that is prepared to testify,

         12  or submit written testimony?

         13                 Is there anyone else in the house

         14  that desires to submit written testimony so we can

         15  have it for the record?

         16                 Being that is not the case, I am

         17  going to ask the Clerk to call the roll.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Warden.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON WARDEN: I will vote aye

         20  on both bills, and I would recommend to my

         21  colleagues that they join me in this effort.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Michels.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Mr. Chairman,

         24  may I be temporarily excused to explain my vote?

         25                 I am sorry I was not here last week
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          2  for the hearing, but I did get extensive reports on

          3  what took place, and I heard it was a very good

          4  hearing and a lot of good testimony was taken. I

          5  want to commend you for entertaining this

          6  legislation, and I certainly want to commend my

          7  esteemed colleague, Walter McCaffrey, for

          8  introducing this legislation. I want to congratulate

          9  myself for being a sponsor of the legislation,

         10  having the foresight to anticipate good testimony

         11  and good support and I think the camaraderie that

         12  the PBA shows in supporting it is something that I

         13  think is very important to the morale of this City.

         14  I think this is good legislation, it is way overdue,

         15  it should have been passed many years ago. I think

         16  the recognition that it takes is a tribute to this

         17  Council and to the many wonderful members of this

         18  union, of these unions, who have done wonderful work

         19  for this City and this is long overdue recognition

         20  of their work. Therefore, I vote aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: McCaffrey.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER McCAFFREY: Mr.

         23  Chairman, I ask to be temporarily excused to explain

         24  my vote?

         25                 Mr. Chairman, this battle began a
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          2  long time ago. Many felt at the time that we began

          3  this that we might have been on a fool's errand.

          4  Many believed that this was something that would

          5  never see the light of day within this body. But I

          6  must say that because of the persistence of those

          7  individual members of both unions on the EMS side

          8  and on the fire dispatchers side, that we have seen

          9  this remain a topic that is before us as a high

         10  legislative priority. The leadership in all three

         11  cases have been excellent. I have had the

         12  opportunity to meet with countless members of the

         13  unions, to hear firsthand what the concerns are that

         14  you have, to understand what the challenges are that

         15  you face each and every day and each and every

         16  night, and providing for the safety of New Yorkers,

         17  the type of complexity that the City bureaucracy

         18  places in your way to do your job. And it is

         19  important for us to recognize the very special

         20  talent.

         21                 Now, we have had for many years a

         22  stilted version of what is a uniformed service. We

         23  now come to understand what is the broader and more

         24  accurate version. I am delighted to have been the

         25  prime sponsor on both of these measures. I am
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          2  delighted to see the type of support it has gathered

          3  from other sectors. The letter from President Lynch

          4  at the PBA is a particularly powerful one, that

          5  talks about the nature of the challenges and indeed

          6  the threats to safety of those individuals here

          7  today who have now come and have basically appealed

          8  for justice, that is really what this comes down to.

          9  For an opportunity to be able to have the ability to

         10  go to the table and to bargain as, really as a

         11  uniformed organization, that's an important item in

         12  and of itself. So, I am very delighted to see the

         13  support of the Council leadership.

         14                 Mr. Chairman, I thank you very much

         15  for your support of this, which is critical, and I

         16  am very, very privileged to vote aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Provenzano.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: May I be

         19  excused to explain my vote?

         20                 CHAIRPERSON WARDEN: Certainly.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: I am glad

         22  to see you are all back today for the vote. I was

         23  afraid you would all be here last week and desert us

         24  today.

         25                 I am also very happy that we got the
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          2  uniformed status meaning straightened out, because

          3  as you know, Jimmy and I were very confused about

          4  that, and after last week's meeting, we fully

          5  understand it, and we found out that it wasn't as

          6  treacherous as we thought it was. So, I am very

          7  pleased to be able to vote on this today, and I

          8  think one of the matters that was only touched on,

          9  you know, in a minor way at the hearing last week,

         10  was the whole morale issue, and I think that is a

         11  very important part of this uniformed status. And I

         12  think just knowing that you have that will add to

         13  the good feelings of all of you people in these

         14  services who we know absolutely put your lives on

         15  the lines every day, and also don't know what is

         16  behind that door that you are opening or that house

         17  or whatever that you are going into. So, I am really

         18  pleased. I would like to congratulate the union folk

         19  here, and I am happy to see the PBA support for

         20  this.

         21                 So, I am pleased today to vote on

         22  both bills, yes.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Oddo.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: May I be

         25  temporarily excused to explain my vote?
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON WARDEN: Yes.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: There might be

          4  some folks in this room, and in this building for

          5  that matter, who would think that I, as the lone

          6  republican, on this Committee might be a no vote.

          7  That is not the case, I will be supporting these

          8  bills and voting yes.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER McCAFFREY: Bravo.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: And the genesis

         11  of my support doesn't go back to last week, or

         12  several weeks before that or even, you know, to my

         13  election or any time during the time I have served.

         14  It goes back to probably the scariest moment in my

         15  life, one morning when I was a teenager and I woke

         16  up to find my dad on the floor of the bathroom of my

         17  parent's house writhing in pain. My one brother, who

         18  later on in life became a New York City police

         19  officer, wasn't home, my mother wasn't home, my

         20  other brother, who later in life became a lieutenant

         21  in the New York City Fire Department, wasn't home,

         22  and I can't express to you the feeling of relief

         23  when I saw that ambulance pull up to that house, as

         24  a 14 year old, 15 year old, and those EMS workers

         25  get out and get my dad and get him out of there. So,
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          2  that's a situation that happened in my life that

          3  happens every day in the City of New York. We should

          4  recognize that and we should afford these men and

          5  women the right share at the table, that's the least

          6  we can do.

          7                 So, I vote yes, and I would like to

          8  have my name added as a sponsor.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: The vote stands

         10  at five in the affirmative, none in the negative, no

         11  abstentions, and it is still open.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON WARDEN: Well, thank you

         13  very much. This is a short one for us. Being that

         14  there is no further business before this Committee,

         15  I deem us adjourned.

         16                 (Hearing concluded at 2:42 p.m.)
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          1

          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 26th day of February 2001.

         20

         21

         22

         23

         24

                                   ---------------------

         25                          CINDY MILLELOT, CSR.
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