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SEPTEMBER 18, 2000

INT. NO. 789
BY: Council Members Perkins, Marshall and Warden; also Council Members Foster, O’Donovan, Pinkett and Spigner

TITLE:
In relation to a street name, Dr. John Henrik Clarke Place, Borough of Manhattan

INTENT:
This proposed local law would add, through the posting of an additional sign, the name Dr. John Henrik Clarke Place to West 137th Street between Adam Clayton Powell Jr. Boulevard and Frederick Douglass Boulevard.
ANALYSIS AND BACKGROUND:


The following biographical information on Dr. John Henrik Clarke was provided by the Board For The Education of People of African Ancestry.


Born a poor sharecropper’s son in Union Springs, Alabama on January 1, 1915, Dr. John Henrik Clarke was deprived of a formal education beyond grade school but his insatiable quest for knowledge led him to read thousands of books.  Reluctant to become a farmer like his father, Dr. John Henrik Clarke left Alabama for Chicago and New York.  In New York, Dr. John Henrik Clarke enlisted in the United States Army in which he earned the rank of Master Sergeant.  


Toward the end of his career, writing in contemplation of his approaching death, Dr. John Henrik Clarke describes the way his life’s path unfolded upon his return to New York as follows:

“Later, I selected Harlem as the laboratory where I would search for the true history of my people.  I would not stomach the lies of world history, so I took some strategic steps in order to build a life of scholarship and activism in New York.  I began to pave strong roads toward what I envisioned as a mighty walk where I would initiate, inspire and help found organizations to elevate my people.  I am thinking specifically of The Harlem’s Writers Guild, Freedomways, Presence Africane, African Heritage Studies Association, Association for the Study of Negro Life and History, National Council of Black Studies, [and the] Association for the Study of Classical African Civilization.  I became an energetic participant in circles like Harlem Writer’s Workshop, studied history and world literature at New York and Columbia Universities and at the League for Professional Writers.  And, much like the Egyptians taught Plato and Socrates what they eventually knew, I was privileged to sit at the feet of great warriors like Arthur Schomburg, Willis Huggins, Charles Seiffert, William Leo Hansberry, John G. Jackson and Paul Robeson.”


In the same writing as is quoted above, Dr. John Henrik Clarke describes his artistic and literary contributions as follows:

“I wrote songs and while most of you are familiar with the Boy Who Painted Black, I wrote some two hundred short stories… My publications in the form of edited books, major essays and book introductions are indeed important documents and number more than thirty.  Africa, Lost and Found with Richard Moore and Keith Baird and African People at the Crossroads are among the major publications used in History and African American Studies disciplines on college and university campuses.  I am also honored to have edited books on Malcolm X and Marcus Garvey.  Through the United Nations, I published monographs on Paul Robeson and W.E.B. DuBois; and, to clarify the historical record, I was compelled to publish a monograph on Christopher Columbus and the African Holocaust.  One of my latest works, Who Betrayed the African Revolution?, was a very painful project indeed…”  

“Among the paths of my journey, I have had a chance to engage in dialogue at the major centers of higher education throughout North and South America, Africa and Europe.  I am humbled by these opportunities and I have been blessed as the recipient of a number of honorary degrees.  My professorships at the African Studies and Research Center at Cornell University…and the work that I did with African and Puerto Rican Studies at Hunter College between 1965 and 1985 was highly significant.”


Dr. John Henrik Clarke died on July 16, 1998.  He was survived by his wife Sybil Williams Clarke and two of his three children, Sonni Kojo and Nzingha Marie, his oldest daughter having predeceased him.


Community Board No. 10 supports this street designation.
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