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N 240093 ZRQ
Res. No. ____ (L.U. No. 33)



THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK
RESOLUTION NO. 350

[bookmark: _GoBack]Resolution approving the decision of the City Planning Commission on Application No. N 240093 ZRQ, for an amendment of the text of the Zoning Resolution (L.U. No. 33).

By Council Members Salamanca and Riley

	WHEREAS, Queens Development Group, LLC, City Football Stadium Group, LLC and the New York City Economic Development Corporation, filed an application pursuant to Section 201 of the New York City Charter, for an amendment of the text of the Zoning Resolution of the City of New York, modifying provisions of Article XII, Chapter 4 (Special Willets Point District), which in conjunction with the related actions would facilitate a new mixed-use development in an area generally bounded by Roosevelt Avenue and 39th Avenue to the south, Northern Boulevard to the north, Seaver Way to the west and 126th Place, 127th Street and 126th Lane to the east, in the Willets Point neighborhood of Queens, Community District 7 (ULURP No. N 240093 ZRQ), (the “Application”);

WHEREAS, the City Planning Commission filed with the Council on March 7, 2024, its decision dated March 6, 2024 (the "Decision") on the Application;

	WHEREAS, the Application is related to applications C 240092 ZSQ (L.U. No. 30), a zoning special permit pursuant to ZR 124-60 (Special Permit to Modify Use or Bulk Regulations), as amended by the proposed zoning text amendment (C 240093 ZRQ) to permit the transfer of floor area without regard to zoning lot lines and modify the bulk and use regulations of the underlying Special Willets Point District; C 240094 ZSQ (L.U. No. 31), a special permit pursuant to ZR 74-41 to build a stadium of greater than 2,500 seats; C 240095 ZSQ (L.U. No. 32), a special permit pursuant to ZR 74-802 to build a transient hotel; and C 240058 MMQ (L.U. No. 34), an amendment to the City Map to establish, eliminate, and change the grades of streets to facilitate the proposed development and accommodate future development within the Special Willets Point District;

WHEREAS, the Decision is subject to review and action by the Council pursuant to Section 197-d of the City Charter;

WHEREAS, upon due notice, the Council held a public hearing on the Decision and Application on March 12, 2024;

WHEREAS, the Council has considered the land use implications and other policy issues relating to the Decision and Application; and

	WHEREAS, the Council has considered the relevant environmental issues, including the Positive Declaration issued March 1st, 2023 (CEQR No. 23DME005Q) and a Final Second Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (FSSEIS) for which a Notice of Completion was issued on February 23, 2024, in which the proposed project as analyzed in the FSSEIS identified significant adverse impacts with respect to community facilities (publicly funded early childcare programs), transportation (traffic, transit, and pedestrians), historic and cultural resources (architectural), and construction activities related to transportation (traffic and pedestrians); and including that the potential significant adverse impacts related to hazardous materials and air quality would be avoided through the placement of (E) designations as described in the FSSEIS; and including that the proposed mitigation measures are summarized in the Alternatives and Mitigation chapters of the FSSEIS.

RESOLVED:

	Having considered the FSSEIS with respect to the Decision and Application, the Council finds that:
 	
1. The FSSEIS meets the requirements of 6 N.Y.C.R.R. Part 617; 

2. The environmental impacts disclosed in the FSSEIS were evaluated in relation to the social, economic, and other considerations associated with the actions that are set forth in this report; 
 
3. Consistent with social, economic and other essential considerations from among the reasonable alternatives thereto, the action, FSSEIS dated February 23, 2024, is one which minimizes or avoids adverse environmental impacts to the maximum extent practicable; and 

4. The adverse environmental impacts disclosed in the FSSEIS will be minimized or avoided to the maximum extent practicable by incorporating the mitigation measures that were identified in the FSSEIS as practicable.

	The Decision, together with the FSSEIS constitute the written statement of facts, and of social, economic and other factors and standards that form the basis of this determination, pursuant to 6 N.Y.C.R.R. §617.11(d).

Pursuant to Sections 197-d and 200 of the City Charter and on the basis of the Decision and Application, and based on the environmental determination and consideration described in the report, N 240093 ZRQ, incorporated by reference herein, and the record before the Council, the Council approves the Decision of the City Planning Commission.

Matter underlined is new, to be added;
Matter struck out is to be deleted;
Matter within # # is defined in Section 12-10;
*  *  * indicates where unchanged text appears in the Zoning Resolution

ARTICLE XII
SPECIAL PURPOSE DISTRICTS

Chapter 4
Special Willets Point District


124-00
GENERAL PURPOSES

*	*	*

124-05
Certification for Large Developments

The requirements of this Section shall apply to #zoning lots# of at least 200,000 square feet of #lot area#, containing #developments# or #enlargements# resulting in at least 100,000 square feet of #floor area# on such #zoning lots#, or multiple #zoning lots# of at least 200,000 square feet of #lot area#, in aggregate, that are subject to the provisions of Section 124-60 (SPECIAL PERMIT TO MODIFY USE OR BULK REGULATIONS).

No building permit shall be issued until the Chairperson of the City Planning Commission certifies to the Department of Buildings that such #developments# or #enlargements# comply with the provisions of this Section.

A set of drawings of sufficient scope and detail shall be submitted, showing that:

*	*	*

(d) [bookmark: _Hlk140247336]for any portion of the #Special Willets Point District# not within the area proposed for #development# or #enlargement# and for which a certification pursuant to this Section has not been obtained, plans shall be submitted showing that the #development# or #enlargement# that is the subject of this certification shall not preclude such portions of the #Special Willets Point District# from complying with the provisions of Sections 124-31 and 124-40 under future certifications pursuant to this Section, except where such compliance is directly prevented by modifications granted by the Commission pursuant to Section 124-60.
*	*	*

124-30
MANDATORY IMPROVEMENTS

*	*	*

124-31
Standards for Streets and Blocks

#Developments# or #enlargements# that result in a total of at least 100,000 square feet of #floor area# on individual zoning lots of at least 200,000 square feet or groups of #zoning lots# subject to the provisions of Section 124-60 (SPECIAL PERMIT TO MODIFY USE OR BULK REGULATIONS) that are, in aggregate, at least 200,000 square feet, shall front upon #streets# that comply with the requirements of this Section, inclusive, unless modified by special permit pursuant to Section 124-60.

*	*	*

124-40
PUBLICLY ACCESSIBLE OPEN SPACE REQUIREMENTS

*	*	*

124-41
Amount of Publicly Accessible Open Space

Publicly accessible open space within the #Special Willets Point District# shall total not less than eight acres. Such required amounts shall be open to the sky and shall not include any sidewalks required pursuant to this Section or sidewalk widenings pursuant to Section 124-33.

For #developments# or #enlargements# that result in a total of at least 100,000 square feet of #floor area# on individual #zoning lots# of at least 200,000 square feet or groups of #zoning lots# subject to the provisions of Section 124-60 (SPECIAL PERMIT TO MODIFY USE OR BULK REGULATIONS) that are, in aggregate, at least 200,000 square feet, the following amount of publicly accessible open space shall be provided for each 1,000 square feet of floor area:

Within Area A:	30 square feet

Within Area B:	50 square feet.

*	*	*

124-60
SPECIAL PERMIT TO MODIFY USE OR BULK REGULATIONS

For any #zoning lot# within the #Special Willets Point District#, the City Planning Commission may permit modification of the #use# regulations, or #bulk# regulations, except #floor area ratio# provisions, or parking and loading regulations of this Resolution, the mandatory improvement or other urban design regulations of this Chapter, or the distribution of #floor area# or #dwelling units# without regard for #zoning lot lines#, provided the Commission shall find that such:

(a)	#use# or #bulk# modification shall aid in achieving the general purposes and intent of the Special District;

(b)	#use# modification shall encourage a lively pedestrian environment along the street, or is necessary for, and the only practicable way to achieve, the programmatic requirements of the development;

(c)	#bulk# modifications shall enhance the distribution of #bulk# within the Special District;

(d)	#bulk# modifications shall permit adequate access of light and air to surrounding streets; and

(e)	parking and loading modifications will not have undue adverse effects on residents and businesses in the surrounding area, will not create serious traffic congestion and will not unduly inhibit surface traffic and pedestrian flow;

(f)	modifications to mandatory improvements or other urban design regulations will not unduly impact the streetscape;

(g)	modifications to the distribution of #floor area# or #dwelling units# and the location of #buildings# will not unduly increase the #bulk# of #buildings# in any one #block# or unduly obstruct access to light and air to the detriment of the occupants or users of #buildings# in the #block# or nearby #blocks# or of people using the public #streets#; and

(e)(h)	#use# or #bulk# modifications, in total, shall relate harmoniously to the character of the surrounding area.
Notwithstanding the foregoing, a #use# modification may include a #use# proposed as part of a phased development within the Special District, where the Commission finds that such #use# is reasonably necessary for transitional purposes to assist in achievement of the goals of the Special District, provided the findings of paragraphs (a), (b) and (e) of this Section are met to the maximum extent possible, taking into account the nature of such #use#.

The Commission may prescribe appropriate conditions and safeguards to minimize adverse effects on the character of the surrounding area.

*	*	*

Adopted.
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