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          1  COMMITTEE ON LAND USE

          2                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: We are continuing

          3  this from a previous meeting. It is a rezoning in

          4  Port Morris in the Bronx, C050120 ZMX, it is in

          5  Council Member Arroyo's district. It is 11 blocks,

          6  mixed use. And Reed, Council Member Reed's district

          7  as well. It is 11 blocks for mixed use. There were

          8  some issues at the last Committee Meeting as to

          9  affordable housing and certain commitments made by

         10  HPD. Since then Council Member Arroyo has been

         11  working with Borough President Carrion, and HPD, and

         12  we know that affordable housing will be going into

         13  this area. They are going to be holding several

         14  meetings to make sure that this is delivered to the

         15  community that they represent.

         16                 I want to congratulate the Council

         17  Member for the great work that she did on her first

         18  or second day in the Council, truly making sure that

         19  the needs of her community had been represented

         20  well.

         21                 And, so, that will be a motion to

         22  approve.

         23                 Council Member Arroyo, would you like

         24  to comment? I will tell the rest of the Committee

         25  that the Council member is in approval of the
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          2  application.

          3                 Council Member Palma.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Thank you,

          5  Madam Chair.

          6                 I would like to also congratulate

          7  Council Member Arroyo for all the work that she did

          8  on this issue, on such a short notice and to Council

          9  Member Avella for always doing a great work at his

         10  Subcommittee. And also, just to keep in mind that he

         11  and the City have the power to do great things,

         12  especially when we're talking about rezoning in

         13  areas of our City, and just to keep in mind if City

         14  planning or any project is calling for rezoning, you

         15  need to keep in mind that we also should have a real

         16  plan to create affordable housing along with it, and

         17  we shouldn't lose sight of that. Thank you.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Council Member

         19  Barron.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: I'm just

         21  curious, do they have any percentage of affordable

         22  housing? Are they still working that through? What

         23  percentage?

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Given the size

         25  and the fact that all of the land in the rezoning
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          2  area is privately owned, all of it has to be in

          3  negotiations with the owners and trying to motivate

          4  them to participate in the HPD programs that would

          5  yield the affordable housing component, which is

          6  where locally the Borough President in my office

          7  will work with the individual owners to entice them

          8  into using those programs.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: So, that would

         10  be the HPD formula, the 50/30/20 formula?

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Yes.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Okay, thank

         13  you.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Anyone else? Please

         15  call the vote.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Chairwoman Katz.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Can I explain

          4  my vote, Madam Chair?

          5                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Yes.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Thank you.

          7                 I just would like to say, this area

          8  includes a strip in the South Bronx where there are

          9  a number of antique stores, and a few years ago we

         10  saw the development of an antique row, and it's

         11  something that I think this rezoning is intended to

         12  encourage. And if anybody here, I happen to have a

         13  vacation house in Columbia County. If anybody has

         14  visited the City of Hudson and seen what's happened

         15  there with the development of antique stores and

         16  associated retail, it's quite remarkable.

         17                 The City of Hudson. If when you

         18  remember it as I do from 30 years ago, was about as

         19  bad an urban area as you can imagine, very

         20  deteriorated, abandoned houses and so forth, and no

         21  it's a completely different City. They have over 100

         22  of these antique stores, and people come from New

         23  York City up to Hudson to purchase very expensive

         24  antiques and furniture and clothing items and things

         25  like that. And it would be great if we saw that in

                                                            7

          1  COMMITTEE ON LAND USE

          2  Councilwoman Arroyo's district again, and I think

          3  it's easier to get to Port Morris than it is to get

          4  to Hudson. So, let's hope that this has the desired

          5  effect.

          6                 I withdraw my request and vote aye.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Thank you, Council

          8  Member Koppell.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: I thought

         11  Council Member Koppell was going to invite us to his

         12  vacation home.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: You didn't hear

         14  that? You didn't hear that? I heard that clearly.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: I'll be happy

         16  to do that.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Madam Chair,

         18  can I just explain my vote, just brief comment. I

         19  want to commend Council Member Arroyo, because I'm

         20  going through the same preliminary discussion in a

         21  major area in my district for rezoning in which most

         22  of the property also happens to be privately owned,

         23  and those discussions in terms of, you know, not

         24  giving a blank check for rezoning and not knowing

         25  what we're getting is important for our community.
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          2  And I want to vote aye on all.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Thank you, Council

          4  Member Martinez.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: The vote stands at 14

         20  -- Council Member Comrie.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: The vote stands at 15

         23  in the affirmative.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Madam Chair?

         25                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Council Member
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          2  Comrie, nothing like making an entrance.

          3                 Council Member McMahon.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: I just wanted

          5  to confirm that the vote was to approve the seven

          6  transfer stations for Jamaica --

          7                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: For Jamaica,

          8  Queens, yes. It was, and we thank Council Member

          9  Comrie for his support.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: I heard it was

         11  Staten Island, that's why I was so happy.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: We will keep the

         13  vote open for ten minutes. The sheet is on its way

         14  up. I apologize for the delay. If you can just wait

         15  a few minutes before you sign, that would be great.

         16  Until you sign, that would be great. Thank you.

         17                 Finance will be meeting right here

         18  now. We have the sheet. It's making its way. Please

         19  sign. Thank you.

         20                 (Hearing concluded at 11:06 a.m.)
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