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STATED MEETI NG 4

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO Al right, good
af ternoon everybody, we're gonna get started; we have
only one cerenonial today, but it's a good one, so...
[laughter] we have a cerenonial that's being
presented by Council Menber Chin, with al so Counci
Menbers Dromm and Menchaca, who | think will be
com ng up shortly, but in the neantinme I'll hand it
over to Margaret. This is to recognize Enma Lazarus
H gh School for their academ c excellence and their
bei ng naned by Newsweek Magazi ne as the nunber one
hi gh school in the United States for |owincone
students and nunber 20 out of all high schools in
Anerica, so that is quite an acconplishnment and
Counci |l Menber Chin will let us know nore.

COUNCI L MEMBER CHIN:  Thank you, Madane
Speaker. Good afternoon everyone. [background
comments] We have al ways known that we have great
public schools in New York City and especially in ny
district. [laugh] So but one of those schools
recently gained a particularly outstandi ng honor,
Emma Lazarus High School, for English | anguage
schol ars who serve our inmgrant comunity...
[i nterpose, background conment] Ch okay. Yes, let's

invite up...[laugh] [background conments] Enmma Lazarus
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STATED MEETI NG 5

H gh School, [laughter] the principal, [background
comment s] Mel ody Kel |l ogg, [background comrents] the
staff, the faculty, [background conmrent] the
students; come on up. [applause] [background
comment] Anisha [sp?], the guidance counsel or who
happened to be a high school student when | was
wor ki ng at her high school. [background comment s]
[laugh] So we go way back. Cone on up. [background
comments] Yes, that's Principal, Ml ody.
[ background coments] 1'd like to al so ask ny
col | eague to conme up and join us. [background
comment s.

kay. [background comments] Ckay, good
afternoon. [background conmments] Now we have al ways
known that we have great public schools in New York
Cty, right, [background comments] but especially in
ny district, [laughter] in District 1, on the Lower
East Side, Chinatown, we have one of those schools
who recently gained a particularly outstandi ng honor,
Emma Lazarus Hi gh School, for English | anguage
schol ars who serve our inmmgrant community and
students who are |earning English as a second
| anguage, has distinguished itself as the best of the

best; Emma Lazarus has been naned the nation's number
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STATED MEETI NG 6
one high school for |owincone students by Newsweek
Magazi ne and the nation's nunber 20 high schoo
overall. Ml ody Kellogg, the principal of Emma
Lazarus High School, is a true |eader in closing the
educati on gap and show ng why our public schools are
an incredible place to learn. So today it is ny
pl easure to present this Cty Council Proclamation to
Princi pal Kellogg and sone of the outstanding
students, staff, parents and founders at Emrma Lazarus
H gh School. Congratulations to all of you on your
remar kabl e achi evenent and | know that you wil|
continue to nake our district and the whole city
proud. Joining nme on this proclamation is our
Speaker, Melissa Mark-Viverito, Council Menber Danny
Dromm who's the chair of the Education Committee,
and Council Menber Carlos Menchaca, who is chair of
our Immgration Conmttee. So the Cerk, could you
read the proc? Thank you.

[ background conments, | aughter]

CITY CLERK: Council, Cty of New York
Procl amation. The Council of the Gty of New York is
proud to honor Emma Lazarus Hi gh School for five
years of academ c excellence and to congratul ate the

school for its nbst recent achi evenent. And whereas,
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STATED MEETI NG 7
Enma Lazarus Hi gh School, |ocated in Manhattan at 100
Hester Street, is naned after a New York City poet
nost fanmous for her words that appear at the Statue
of Liberty, "Gve ne your tired, your poor, Your
huddl ed nasses yearning to breathe free, The wetched
refuse of your teemi ng shore. Send these, the
honel ess, tenpest-tost to ne, | lift ny |lanp beside
t he gol den door!"

Today the school enbodies the spirit of
these lines by providing second-| anguage students
with a safe, secure and academ cal ly ri gorous
envi ronment and programthat prepares themwth a
firmfoundation to enter institutions of higher
| earning, to global econonmy and the world of work.
And whereas, Emma Lazarus Hi gh School opened its
doors in 2009 as a part of a Department of Education
initiative for new small schools. It fulfilled the
long-time dreamof its visionary founder and current
principal, Melody Kellogg; under her |eadership the
2nd and 4th floors of an old YMCA buil di ng have been
transformed into a bustling school that supports
di verse students 16 years of age and ol der who | earn
English as they conplete their high school studies

and prepare for the future. And whereas, in addition
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STATED MEETI NG 8
to Principal Kellogg, Emma Lazarus H gh School owes
Its success to its tireless, nmulticultural staff, al
of whom are trained to support the needs of ESL
students, as well as their famlies. Wth a student
popul ati on conprised of nore than 18 different
| anguage groups, the staff shares an incredible
chal | enge, but they have enbraced the opportunity and
the results speak for thenselves. School-w de
curriculunms nmeet conmon core standards and students
are required to [ background coment] take the New
York State Regents Exans. |In recent years, pass
rates for al gebra, algebra Il, geonetry, |anguages
ot her than English, and U S. history exans have
exceeded 90 percent. And whereas, this year Newsweek
Magazi ne nanmed Emma Lazarus H gh School the nunber
one high school in the United States for | owincone
students and nunber 20 out of all high schools in
America. W wish the school, its students and its
staff continued success in the years ahead. Now
therefore be it known, that the Council of the Gty
of New York honors and congratul ates the staff and
students at Emma Lazarus H gh School for their
out standing work that led to its ranking as the

nunber one high school in Anerica for |owincomne
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STATED MEETI NG 9
students and comrends them for creating a nodel for
ot her schools across the nation. Melissa Mark-
Viverito, Speaker for the Entire Council; Margaret S.
Chin, Council Menber 1st District, Manhattan, Danie
Dromm Chair Comm ttee on Education, Carlos Menchaca,
Chair Conmittee on Inmgration. Thank you.

[cheers, appl ause]

COUNCIL MEMBER CHIN:. So I'd like to
invite the principal, Melody Kellogg, to say a few
words and maybe sonme of the students after you.

MELODY KELLOGG: Absolutely. Thank you
so nuch, that as a lot of what | was gonna say,
[laugh] so. So, Speaker, Council nen; Margaret, thank
you so nuch; not surprisingly, this is areally big
honor for us and it has a | ot of neani ng because what
it says is that a New York City public high schoo
can go head to head with some of the highest-incone
schools in the nation and still rank [appl ause,
cheers] one and 20...yeah. And you know, it also says
that with the right supports, with good quality
instruction, with dedicated teachers and with
students that get onboard, there's really nothing
that we as educators can't acconplish, even with

students that are often identified as not having
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STATED MEETI NG 10
strong graduation rates; they can be successful.
"Kay. [background comments] Thank you. [background
comrent s] [applause] This is fun. [laughter] So
just very quickly, you [sic] already you a | ot about
Emra Lazarus; we opened our doors in 2009, our
m ssion was to be able to provide a rigorous coll ege
preparatory education for second-|anguage students.
"Kay. We started with a non-standard instructiona
nodel and we started with a |ot of practices that
were not standard; however, one of the things that we
did go into this believing is that regardl ess of
anyt hing, every student that we had could and woul d
be successful, and with that foundation of belief we
were able to acconplish a lot of what we're able to
do.

We gave you a lot of information about

our kids -- their ages, average entry tinme [sic] is
17 to 18 years of age, they enter as begi nners, we
have over 18 | anguages in the school right now and
everyone of our students are second-| anguage
students. So these are kind of nunbers and stuff,
but what these kids are to us, and | think the reason
we work well, is because we see them as young adults

and we see them as young adults who just wanna | earn
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STATED MEETI NG 11
and devel op and have a place to do it in, so we too
are appreciative to the DOE for letting us open the
school and provide the service.

Everyone you see around you here today is
either a student, current or forner, a parent or one
of the founding nenbers of the school, so what |
wanna do too is just very publicly thank them
because what we've acconplished doesn't cone because
they just did their jobs; it happened because
everybody gave extra, went above and beyond and
that's what allowed us to be successful. So that
being said, to go back to the proclamati on, Madane
Speaker, Councilwonman Chin, we very nmuch appreciate...
Counci| Menbers, Councilwonman Chin, thank you so nmuch
for being a supporter of our school and for
everyt hing you' ve done; we consi der ourselves very
fortunate to be in your district. 'Kay. So the only
ot her thing...[appl ause] thank you...[ background
comment] the only other thing that I wanted to do was
just give a couple of our students the opportunity to
i ntroduce thensel ves so you coul d [ background
coments] get a sense of what the school was through
our students' eyes and why they felt the school did

work for them So if | may...[ background comment ]
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STATED MEETI NG 12
good. So this is Andy Caceres, he graduated from us
| ast year and |I'm gonna | et him speak [appl ause]
briefly to you. [background conment]

ANDY CACERES: Thank you, M ss Mel ody.
[ background coments] So once again, ny nanme i s Andy
Caceres; |'mfrom Ecuador. | was in Emma Lazarus
H gh School for four years; actually, it's a
trenmendous place and | would like to give you a
description of what Emma Lazarus really neant to ne.
So | say that Emma Lazarus is basically
li ke an apple tree; it may have started as a snal
tree, but it grewup to what it is now, okay. So we
start with the trunk, which in this case are you,
Princi pal Kellogg, M. Heckethorn, as Assistant
Principal, and also M ss Yang and everybody in the
main office. Then we nove to the top, to the
branches, which neans all the professors and
advi sors; they were really strong and support us in
everything; they nmade us believe that we were nore
t han what anyone el se could have told us we were.
Then we reach to the fruit, the apple; in this case,
we are the apple, because we are the fruit of the
hard work that you guys put into us and the passion

that you show us.
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STATED MEETI NG 13

| feel honored to be in this place; |
mean with you sharing this special nonent and | woul d
like to finish with the same words all of you told ne
-- good job and keep up the great work, Enma Lazarus.
[laughter] Thank you. [applause, cheers, background
coment s]

MEI Q LIN. H everyone, ny nane is Mei
Q Lin and I ama student at Emma Lazarus H gh School
and 1'malso the current student governnent
president. [background conment] As a senior student
at Emma Lazarus Hi gh School | couldn't be nore
grateful for what this school has offered ne.
Everyday | walk into the school with warmsm | es and
greetings; | feel |oved and wel coned.

English is our second | anguage and it is
hard for us to learn it when we first arrive, but
this school has very uni que | anguage | earning
prograns for students |like us. Enma Lazarus provides
us with academic tools that | never dreaned of
havi ng. W use equi pnent such as i Pads, video
caneras, audio recorders and professional software on
a daily basis.

The teachers do a really good job for

hel pi ng us...[ background coments] hel pi ng our
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STATED MEETI NG 14
academ c area [sic] and even nore, they also help us
to get to know how the real world is. As an
i mm grant student, we gradually adapted to American
culture with our teachers' help and advice. W are a
di verse community and with nore than 18 different
| anguages spoken at the school; while we | earn
English together, we also learn nmultiple cultures
around the world. This is nore than just a school
for me; this is the place where | can share ny
t houghts and a place |'ve settled into. |'ve |earned
a lot here and |'ve becone nore creative, conpetent
and | feel really energetic everyday; | feel prepared
to step into a society and to put forth ny efforts,

t hanks to Enma Lazarus.

[ background comrents, appl ause]

NACI BAS MAYI LVA: Hell o everyone, mny nane
is Nacibas [sp?] Mayilva [sp?]; |'mfrom Uzbeki st an;
| have been here in New York for two years. First |
attended a high school in Queens; | studied there for
al nrost one year, but | got lost in the crowd of
mai nstream students, so naturally | spent nost of
ti me speaking Uzbek with Uzbek students; | didn't
| earn anything; | decide that changi ng school was the

only way to inprove ny English. At Enma Lazarus,
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STATED MEETI NG 15
teachers are caring and teach in a way to make sure
we all wunderstand the content of our classes, even we
are just learning English. ['mso confortable here
because the teachers make sure |I'mnever lost in the
crowd. Teachers give us hands-on activities;
projects to nmake it exciting. This style of teaching
has really hel ped me | earn English and | earn the
content | need to pass nmy exans. Now ny friends are
fromdifferent countries, |ike China, Poland, Pananma
and others; | don't feel so al one because | know
there are many students who face the sane chal |l enge
as ne. It was a difficult decision to change
schools, but | know it was the right one for ne
because | have | earned not only acadeni c subjects,
but |I have learned a | ot how to becone a better
person. Thank you.

[l augher, appl ause, cheers]

JESUS RODRI GUEZ: Good afternoon, ny nane
is Jesus Rodriguez; | was a first student from Emma
Lazarus Hi gh School 2009. The first tine | nmeet Mss
Kellogg, | felt like confortable with her, because
all teammork was the greatest. Wien | cone to
Dom ni can Republic, | can't speak or wite or

understand English; | spent four years in Enma
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STATED MEETI NG 16
Lazarus; it being ny second hone. Every norning |
wake up, | say, oh | need to go to high school,
felt like | go to ny second home, because | net one
of ny best friends; | net great people; | shared ny
ability and ny speak [sic] and ny understandi ng
devel oping the greatest gift, like | feel thankful to
be here as a congratulation for all you do to us.
[ background coments] You nmake a warm environnent we
can feel safe, we can speak, we can |learn; thank you

for all your hard work; thank you Emma Lazarus Hi gh

School .

[ background conments, appl ause, cheers,
| aught er ]

DI ONNE WATT MOKOLO. Hello, ny nanme is
D onne Watt Mkolo. | had two children from Gabon

who didn't speak a word of English. When they cane,
I went to find what school they can go to; | was
directed to Emma Lazarus and they were absol utely
amazing. The day | cane in, Mss Stacey nmade us feel
at hone, hel ped us, you know, hel ped us say that we...
ny children will learn English, they will get their
hi gh school diploma and to this day they are now in
col | ege; they speak English, they have excelled and |

am so proud to be a parent of Emma Lazarus Hi gh
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STATED MEETI NG 17
School ; the staff is amazing, Mss Ranpbs i s amazing,
your staff..to teach these children fromdifferent
countries English in a short tinme is amazing and |
thank you. | thank you. Thank you, M ss Chin.

[ appl ause, background conmment s]

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO Wl | great, thank
you so nuch; | nean it really is powerful to hear the
success of the school, but even nore so through the
words of the young people that have experienced that
teaching and that experience. So thank you so nuch
for sharing it. | think we wanna take sonme photos
[ background comrents] and then...that's the | ast of
our cerenonial. Thank you

[ pause]

[ background conmmrent s]

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO. Ckay, we're gonna
try to nove along, [gavel] but we're gonna try...

[ background coments] Can we keep quiet a m nute?

[ background comrents] Before we get started we're
gonna ask all of the...[ background coment] all the
nmenbers wearing pink and we wanna take a photo in the
front, those of you wearing the tee shirts, | guess
we wanna take a photo in the front before we get

started, because now we're gonna | ose people. So the
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STATED MEETI NG 18

wonen...t he wonen wanna do it...the Wonen's Conmittee...
[ background comrents] Should we do the...[ pause]
[ background comrents] Although we appreciate the
support of our male colleagues, this will be a photo
of just the wonen council nenbers. [background
conment s] .

[ pause]

[ background conmmrent s]

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO. Alright, we're
ready to go.

MALE VO CE: Ladi es and gentl enen, can
have your attention please? Quiet on the floor,
pl ease. Quiet on the floor. [background coment s]
[gavel] At this time, please place all cell phones,
el ectronic devices to vibrate. WII all non-Counci
enpl oyees, all non-Council enployees pl ease | eave the
mai n fl oor of the chanbers? Thank you.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: (Quiet in the
chanbers. Everyone, please have a seat; visitors,
pl ease find a seat; nenbers. [background coment s]
Let us all rise for the pledge of all egiance.

[ background comrent s]

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Roll call.

[ backgr ound commrent s]




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

call.

STATED MEETI NG
CITY CLERK: Arroyo.
COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYO. Here.
[ backgr ound commrent s]
[ gavel ]
[ background comrent ]

PUBLI C ADVCCATE JAMES: Quiet for roll

CI TY CLERK: Barron.

[ backgr ound commrent s]

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON:  Present.
[ background comrent s]

CITY CLERK: Cabrera.

COUNCI L MEMBER CABRERA: Here.

CI TY CLERK:  Chin.

COUNCI L MEMBER CHIN:  Here.

Cl TY CLERK:  Cohen.

COUNCI L MEMBER COHEN:  Here.
CITY CLERK: Constanti ni des.
COUNCI L MEMBER CONSTANTI NI DES:  Here.
C TY CLERK: Cor negy.

COUNCI L MEMBER CORNEGY: Present.
CITY CLERK: Crow ey.

COUNCI L MEMBER CROALEY: Here.

G TY CLERK:  Cunbo.

19




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

STATED MEETI NG
COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBQO  Present.
CI TY CLERK: Deutsch.
COUNCI L MEMBER DEUTSCH:  Here.
CITY CLERK: Dickens. Dronm
COUNCI L MEMBER DROWM  Here.
CITY CLERK: Espinal. Eugene.

COUNCI L MEMBER EUGENE: Here.

CI TY CLERK: Ferreras. Gar odni ck.

COUNCI L MEMBER GARODNI CK:  Her e.
CITY CLERK: GCentile.

COUNCI L MEMBER CGENTI LE: Here.

[ backgr ound commrent s]

CTY CLERK: @ bson.

[ background comrent s]

COUNCI L MEMBER G BSON:  Present.
CTY CLERK: Geenfield.

COUNCI L MEMBER GREENFI ELD:  Here.
CI TY CLERK: Johnson.

COUNCI L MEMBER JOHNSON:  Here.
CITY CLERK: Kall os.

COUNCI L MEMBER KALLOS: Here.
CITY CLERK: Ki ng.

COUNCI L MEMBER KI NG Present.

CTY CLERK: Koo.

20
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COUNCI L MEMBER KOO.  Present.
CITY CLERK: Koslowitz. Lancran.
COUNCI L MEMBER LANCMVAN:  Present.
CITY CLERK: Lander.
COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER:  Present.
CITY CLERK: Levin.
COUNCI L MEMBER LEVIN:  Here.
CITY CLERK: Levine. Muisel.
COUNCI L MEMBER MAI SEL:  Here.
[ background comrent s]
CITY CLERK: Matteo.

COUNCI L MEMBER MATTEQ  Here.

CITY CLERK: Mealy. Menchaca. Mendez.

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: Here.
CITY CLERK: Ml er.

COUNCI L MEMBER M LLER  Present.
CITY CLERK: Pal ma. Reynoso.
COUNCI L MEMBER REYNCSO  Here.
CITY CLERK: Richards.

COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS: Present.
CITY CLERK: Rodriguez.

COUNCI L MEMBER RODRI GUEZ:  Here.
CI TY CLERK: Rose.

COUNCI L MEMBER ROSE: Here.

21
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STATED MEETI NG 22

CI TY CLERK: Rosent hal

COUNCI L MEMBER ROSENTHAL: Here.

CTY CLERK: Torres.

COUNCI L MEMBER TORRES: Here.

CITY CLERK: Treyger.

COUNCI L MEMBER TREYGER: Here.

CTY CLERK: Urich. Vacca.

COUNCI L MEMBER VACCA: Here.

CITY CLERK: Val | one.

COUNCI L MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

CITY CLERK: Weprin.

COUNCI L MEMBER VPRI N:  Here.

CTY CLERK:  WIIians.

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AMS:  Here.

CITY CLERK: WIlls. Ignizio. Van
Br aner .

COUNCI L MEMBER VAN BRAMER:  Here.

CI TY CLERK: Speaker Mark-Viverito.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO Her e.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Pl ease rise for
the invocation delivered by Rev. David K Braw ey,
Pastor of St. Paul Community Baptist Church, 859
Hendri x Street in the Borough of Brooklyn.

[ background comrent] Quiet in the chambers, please.
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REV. DAVID K. BRAWLEY: To the Speaker;
our Public Advocate, |I'mdelighted to be here today;
|l et us pray together. God of all creation, we take
this nonent to acknow edge your presence in this
assenbly. We thank you for the opportunity to gather
together this day and to reason together on behal f of
this city. W are adnoni shed over and over again to
pray for |eaders who have the charge over us to pray
for those who nmaintain the peace of this city for
which we find ourselves. So we gather in your nane,
hunmbl y seeki ng your |eadership, your will and your
wi sdom as we di scharge our duties as representatives
of your people this day, today and every day. G ve
us the ability to selflessly serve in the stead of
all New Yorkers, our seniors who have built a great
| egacy in this, our city and our youth, who right now
sit in school being prepared to becone better
citizens of our world; being a servant and a servant
| eader is a serious job oh god. Let not our
i ndi vi dual voi ces speak today, but our gl obal voice
as representatives of those who have given this body
perm ssion to serve and the expectation that we wl|l
do our best to ensure better quality of life for them

as the people who nake this great city what it is.
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We ask that you would guide and direct our Speaker,
the Council and this neeting so that it is full of
wi sdom productivity and that we all speak and act in
respect for one another. Help us today to acconplish
our goals while displaying your character. In the
spirit of god we pray and give thanks. Anmen and
amen.

[ background comrent ]

PUBLI C ADVCCATE JAMES: Pl ease be seat ed.
Motion to spread the invocation, Council Menber |nez
Barron. [background comments] Quiet in the
chanbers, please.

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON:  Thank you, Madane
Public Advocate. |It's ny pleasure to ask that we
spread the invocation in full upon the record and I
just want to make sone comments about Pastor David
Brawley. He is the senior pastor at St. Paul's
Communi ty Baptist Church, which is located in the
42nd Council District, which of course is ny
district. He is a part of the East Brooklyn
Congregations; they are responsible for hundreds of
t housands of housing units that are affordable to the
community in which we |ive which has a nmedi an i ncone

of about $30,000. He has many progranms in his church
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addressed not just for the congregation, but for the
community as well and they include a sunmer |iteracy
program an organization called E.D.1.F.Y., which is
enpower i ng and devel oping and inproving famlies and
yout h, Jewels, which is the organi zation for females,
El dad, which is for males and includes a nmal e dance
of artistic expression, and Chionesu Bakari. They
have a deaf mnistry, they have the sacred arts and
they al so have the Imagi ne Me Charter School for
boys.

The church, under the |eadership of
Past or Brawl ey has done outreach on domestic viol ence
and they have prograns targeted for two NYCHA
devel opnents; they' re seated between Linden Houses
and Boul evard Houses and they have prograns of
outreach for them They are in the process of
conpl eting senior housing, which once again, is
af fordabl e and they, for nme, are so well-known,
cel ebrating their 20th anniversary of the Miafa,
which is an acknowl edgenent of the transatlantic
slave horrors and it presents an opportunity to
anal yze a situation, talk about it's inpact and
address neans for healing. So it is with great

pl easure that | acknow edge himand ask that the
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I nvocation be spread in full upon the record. Thank
you so nuch.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Also joining the
notion to spread the invocation, a nenber of St
Paul 's Comrunity Bapti st Church, Council Menber
Jumaane Wi ans.

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AMS:  Thank you
Madane Public Advocate. This will be remsed if |
didn't say anything; happens to be probably the best
pastor in Brooklyn; the best pastor in New York City,
since | joined there 8-10 years ago, a spiritual
enliftment [sic] has been fantastic; the wonderful
prograns that were nentioned, [background coment s]
particularly the focus on the young bl ack mal es of
East New York...[interpose]

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Excuse ne Counci
Menber. May we have quiet in the chanbers, please?
Sorry.

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLIAMS: it's sonething
that is needed and I hope m mcked in nany of the
churches across the City; the discipline and the
pride that is given to those young nen is very
i mportant, and of course, their focus on the Jewel

mnistry for the wonen of the area, and |I've had the
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pl easure of presenting in Maafa for | think three or
four years straight, is also a source of pride for
nysel f; just wanted to nmake sure | participated and |
t hank Council Menber Barron for bringing the pastor
here and for allowing ne to participate in spreading
the invocati on.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.
Adoption of Mnutes. Council Menber Menchaca.
Motion that the Mnutes of the Stated Meeting of
Sept enber 23rd be adopted as printed.

Messages and Papers fromthe Mayor.

COW TTEE CLERK: None.

PUBLI C ADVCCATE JAMES: Communi cati ons
fromGty, County and Borough O fices.

COW TTEE CLERK: M 0154 to M 0183 on
Page 5, Base Station Licenses.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Petitions and
Conmuni cat i ons.

[ backgr ound commrent s]

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO It goes to
Transportati on.

COMM TTEE CLERK: No Petitions and

Conmmuni cat i ons.
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PUBLI C ADVCCATE JAMES: Land Use Call -

COW TTEE CLERK: M 0184 to M 0187.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO. Coupl ed on Call -

As for aroll call vote.

CITY CLERK: Arroyo.
COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYO  Aye.
[ background conmmrent s]
C TY CLERK: Barron.

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: I'd like to vote

Call-Ups and with permssion, I'd like to

Coupl ed General Orders and Resol uti ons.

Thank you.

PUBLI C ADVCCATE JAMES: Uhm hm

CITY CLERK: Cabrera.

COUNCI L MEMBER CABRERA:  Aye.

CITY CLERK:  Chin.

COUNCI L MEMBER CHI N:  Aye.

Cl TY CLERK:  Cohen.

COUNCI L MEMBER COHEN:  Aye.

CITY CLERK: Constanti ni des.

COUNCI L MEMBER CONSTANTI NI DES:  Aye.
C TY CLERK: Cor negy.

COUNCI L MEMBER CORNEGY: Aye on all.
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CITY CLERK: Crow ey.
COUNCI L MEMBER CROALEY: Aye.
C TY CLERK: Cunbo.
COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO  Aye.
CI TY CLERK: Deutsch.
COUNCI L MEMBER DEUTSCH.  Aye.
CITY CLERK: Dickens. Dronm
COUNCI L MEMBER DROW  Aye.
CITY CLERK: Espinal. Eugene.

COUNCI L MEMBER EUGENE: Aye.

CI TY CLERK: Ferreras. Gar odni ck.

COUNCI L MEMBER GAROCDNI CK:  Aye.

CTY CLERK: Gentile.

29

COUNCI L MEMBER CENTI LE: Like to vote aye

on all Call-Ups and with permssion, 1'd like to vote

on all Coupled CGeneral Orders.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER GENTI LE: | vote no on

0486- A and 0487- A and aye on the remnai nder.

Cl TY CLERK: @G bson.

COUNCI L MEMBER A BSON: | vote aye.

CI TY CLERK: G eenfi el d.

COUNCI L MEMBER GREENFI ELD:  Aye.

Cl TY CLERK: Johnson.
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COUNCI L MEMBER JOHNSON:  Aye.
CITY CLERK: Kall os.
COUNCI L MEMBER KALLGCS: Aye.
C TY CLERK:  King.
COUNCI L MEMBER KING  Aye on all.
CI TY CLERK:  Koo.
COUNCI L MEMBER KOO  Aye.
CITY CLERK: Koslowitz. Lancran.
COUNCI L MEMBER LANCMAN:  Aye.
CITY CLERK: Lander. Levin.
COUNCI L MEMBER LEVI N  Aye.
CITY CLERK: Levine. Misel.
COUNCI L MEMBER MAI SEL:  Aye.
CITY CLERK: Matteo.
COUNCI L MEMBER MATTEO.  Aye.
CTY CLERK: Mealy.

[ pause]

PUBLI C ADVCCATE JAMES: Did she vote?

you vote on Land Use Call-Ups?
COUNCI L MEMBER MEALY: | vote aye.

PUBLI C ADVCCATE JAMES: Thank you.

Cl TY CLERK: Menchaca.

COUNCI L MEMBER MENCHACA:  Aye.

30

[ background comrent] Council Menber Mealy, how do
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CITY CLERK: Mendez.
COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: Aye.
CTY CLERK: Mller.
COUNCI L MEMBER M LLER  Aye.
CITY CLERK: Pal ma. Reynoso.
COUNCI L MEMBER REYNCSO  Aye.
CITY CLERK: Richards.
COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS:  Aye.
CITY CLERK: Rodriguez. Rose.
COUNCI L MEMBER ROSE:  Aye.
CITY CLERK: Rosent hal .
COUNCI L MEMBER ROSENTHAL:  Aye.
CTY CLERK: Torres.
COUNCI L MEMBER TORRES: Aye.
CITY CLERK: Treyger.
COUNCI L MEMBER TREYGER:  Aye.
CITY CLERK: U rich. Vacca.
COUNCI L MEMBER VACCA: Aye.
CITY CLERK: Val | one.
COUNCI L MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.
CITY CLERK: Weprin. WIIians.
COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AMS:  Aye.
CTY CLERK: WIIs. Lander.

COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER:  Aye.
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CITY CLERK: Weprin.

COUNCI L MEMBER VEPRI N Aye.

CI TY CLERK: I gni zio.

COUNCIL MEMBER IGNIZI O Aye.

CI TY CLERK: Van Braner.

COUNCI L MEMBER VAN BRAMER:  Aye.

CI TY CLERK: Speaker Mark-Viverito.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO | vote eye.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.
Today's Land Use Call-Ups are adopted by a vote of 43
in the affirmative, 0 in the negative. Al quiet in
the chanbers, please quiet in the chanbers for
communi cation fromthe Speaker, Melissa Mark-
Viverito.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TC. Thank you, Madane
Publ i c Advocate and good afternoon. Buenas tardes to
all ny colleagues. | first of all would like to
recogni ze that we have been joined here today by the
Mnority Leader of the Turin Cty Council in Italy;
we have Fabrizio Ricca [sp?] who's with us...
[ appl ause] as well as his Chief of Staff, Mtteo
Becutti [sp?] [applause]. So we say benvenuti to

bot h of you; thank you for being here.
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So good afternoon; | also wanna just
acknow edge that one of our colleagues is not with us
t oday because she just recently had...ny understanding
is knee surgery and that's Annabel Palrma, so we
obviously wi sh her well in her recuperation.

Before we get started with the
| egislation I want to acknow edge that Cctober is
Breast Cancer Awareness Month, so you're gonna see a
l ot of pink flying around here today. There are nore
than 2.8 mllion people in the United States today
who have been treated for breast cancer; we know that
this is a health crisis that affects everyone and we
need to get everyone involved to defeat it. During
Breast Cancer Awareness Minth is a good tinme to
remenber that frequent screenings and early detection
are crucial in the fight to curb breast cancer-
rel ated deaths and | especially wanna thank Counci
Menmbers Laurie Cunbo and Corey Johnson for their
incredi ble work around this issue and for
coordinating all of us wearing our shirts today.
[ appl ause, cheers]

I'd also like to acknow edge that a week...
on a separate matter, | wanna al so acknow edge that a

week from today marks the second anni versary when
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Sandy hit New York Cty's coastline. Countless
fam lies and business had so nuch taken fromthemin
this natural disaster and two years |later we still
have a | ot of work to do as we continue to rebuild.
This Council remains dedicated to restoration efforts
and | especially wanna recogni ze Council| Menber Mark
Treyger for his work on these issues as the Chair of
the Recovery and Resiliency Conmttee. [applause]

On legislative matters, today we're gonna
be voting on a bill sponsored by Council Menber Rory
Lancman, requiring that taxi and |ivery vehicles post
signs stating that the penalty for assaulting a
driver is up to 25 years in prison. Statistically,
taxi and livery drivers are at far greater risk of
faci ng physical threats or assaults than other
workers. So far this year nore than 40 drivers have
been assaulted on the job. This legislation wll
make cl ear the serious crimnal penalties, including
| engt hy incarceration that can result from attacking
adriver. 1'd like to thank Laura Popa, Matt Gewol b,
Kelly Taylor and Gefarzay [sp?] Law [sic], Jonathan
Masserano and Lyle Frank for their work on this bill
and with that 1'd |ike to ask Council Menber Lancman

to say a few words.
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COUNCI L MEMBER LANCMAN:  Thank you,

Madanme Speaker.

The nen and wonen who drive our taxis and
livery cars for a living play a vital role in our
city's mass transit systemand they pay a terrible
price for it. As the Speaker nentioned they suffer a
trenendously higher rate of on-the-job assaults and
attacks, there have been, in this year alone, over 40
assaults on taxi and livery drivers and this
| egi slation wll make sure that anybody who gets
inside a taxi or a livery or for-hire vehicle knows
that there are very, very serious consequences to
assaulting or attacking that driver and they wll
know that we in the Gty Council, we in Cty
governnent care enough about those drivers, their
famlies; their safety that we took the tine to pass
this legislation.

So | wanna thank the Speaker and the
Chair of the Transportation Commttee, Council Menber
Ydani s Rodriguez, and all of ny colleagues who are
voting for this legislation today for taking this
I mportant step forward to nmake sure that those who

play such an inportant role in our transit system
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here in New York Gty get this added neasure of
protection. Thank you.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO. Thank you,
Counci | Menber. W also have | egislation sponsored
by Council Menber Antoni o Reynoso that will require
the Departnment of Education to provide an annual
report to the Council detailing information about the
nunber of gui dance counsel ors and social workers in
each school for each school year. The report would
i ncl ude the nunber of full- and part-tine gui dance
counsel ors and soci al workers, the guidance counsel or
and soci al workers to student ratio, as well as the
nunber of staff in each school that has been trained
in college readiness. Data from advocates and
testinony from students suggest that there are w de
di screpancies in the gui dance counsel or to student
rati o across the systemand this report fromthe DOE
will allow us to better exam ne the issue.
Personal ly, | know how inportant it was to have a
gui dance counsel or give ne gui dance to nmake a
decision to go on to higher education, as |'msure
people can attest in this roomand |I know we have
heard a |l ot, unfortunately, about the |ack of

gui dance counsel ors in our public education school
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systemand that is sonmething that is critically
I mportant, particularly for |owincome communities
and communities of color. So | wanna thank Laura
Popa, Matt Gewol b, Aysha Schonburg, Jan Atwell, Joan
Povol ny, Andrew Vasquez, Ters [sp?] Anasar [sp?] and
Lyle Frank for their work on this bill and Counci
Menber Antoni o Reynoso will say a few words.

COUNCI L MEMBER REYNOSO | am proud to be
passing ny first bill today, Int 0403...[cheers,
appl ause] yeah...yeah, requiring the Departnent of
Education to report on the presence of gui dance

counsel ors and social workers in New York Gty public

schools. As a young man of color, I amparticularly
proud that ny first bill is an education bill that
wi || have an inpact on New York City students,

particularly those in large or struggling schools.
Qui dance counsel ors and soci al workers provide a
nunber of val uabl e services, including behavioral,
academ c, college preparatory and career counseling.
However, independent studies have shown that the
rati o of students to counselors in the majority of
New York City high schools is so high that many
counsel ors are unable to effectively provide

students, especially those who are struggling, with
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the individual attention and services that they need.
Wien | was in school | was |ucky enough to have a
gui dance counsel or that was able to give ne |ots of
attention and it helped ne to get to where I am
today. | want ny experience to becone the normfor
all New York City students; Int 0403 will help us
anal yze the data so that we can take steps forward,
regul ating the systemso that all students can
recei ve the counseling service they need to help them
succeed.

I'"d like to thank all the advocates who
have supported this bill, particularly the Annenberg
Institute, Alliance for Quality Education, Advocates
for Children, Coalition for Anerican Children and
Fam | i es, Make the Road New York, as well as Jan
Atwel | and Donny Dromm fromthe Education Conmittee,
Matt Gewol b, whose father-in-lawis a forner guidance
counsel or, and of course, ny great Legislative
Director, Lacey Tauber, for her work on this bill
Thank you very nuch.

[ cheer s]

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO And

congratul ati ons, Council Menber Antoni o Reynoso for
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your first bill; many of us can renenber that nonent,
so congratul ati ons.

"' mgonna say a few words in Spani sh
first before | just say ny |last words here. 00:43:54
[ Spanish]. And thank you for that.

The final two bills we'll be discussing
today -- we're voting on two pieces of |egislation
that will significantly limt the CGty's role in the
Federal Governnent's Civil Inmmgration Enforcenent
System Recently a nunber of courts have rul ed that
| ocal authorities are not required to conmply with I CE
det ai ner requests and that doing so in the absence of
a probably cause finding may raise civil rights
concerns. So these bills will require that in order
for any detainer to be honored it would have to be
supported by a warrant issued by a Federal judge
based on a probable cause finding. But out bills go
even further. |In the even that |CE provides a
judicial warrant, the laww Il only allow the City to
honor the detainer if a subject has been convicted of
a violent or serious felony in the last five years or
if the person is a possible match on the Federal

Terrorist Watch List.
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Finally, the bills will renove | CE
offices fromR kers Island and significantly limt
the tinme and noney we currently spend assisting |ICE
in deporting folks who are | ow | evel offenders or
wi |l have not commtted any crines.

We are a city that respects the
constitutional rights and dignity of all our
residents. W also have no reason to expend scarce
resources assisting in enforcing broken inmmgration
|l aws. These bills are sinple, they're about keeping
hard-working famlies united, they're about keeping
New Yorkers safe and secure and they're about sinple
fairness.

I f obstructionists in Congress insist on
del ayi ng any federal action on fair and just
imm gration reform it falls to nunicipal governments
to pick up the slack; that's what we' ve been doi ng
here in New York Cty and it's what we continue to do
today with these two bills.

New York City is not afraid to | ead on
i mm gration, our history is filled with immgrants
com ng and contributing and that is a tradition we

are continui ng today.
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I'"d like to thank Jennifer Mntal vo
[sp?], Catalina Cruz, Rachel Cordero and Brian Crowe
for their work on these bills, as well as the
advocat es who continue to be such great partners on
this issue; a lot goes out to themas well.

But | have to give special recognition to
Rob Newmran, he and | have been working on this issue
toget her since before | was Speaker, as early as
2011, when | sponsored the first bill to restrict the
Cty's collaboration wwth ICE. W have cone a | ong
way since then and | personally want to thank Rob for
all of his efforts. Thank you so nuch, Rob.
[ cheers, appl ause]

And with that, | end Conmunication from
t he Speaker.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: First to our
guests, benvenut o.

And now, for General Orders, to discuss
Int 0403-A, a trio of nenbers -- Council Menber
Menchaca, Torres and Richards and in that order.

COUNCI L MEMBER MENCHACA: So | just wanna
say thank you again for all the work and as a young
man of color, it is inportant to ne that we ensure

that inmm grant students, many of them who are
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classified as English | anguage | earners, sonme of them
that just spoke today, earlier in our cerenonial,
tal ki ng about their educational experiences, are
recei ving the counseling and col | ege preparatory
support that they need in their first |anguage and
that school staff are able to communicate with
parents and caretakers in their native | anguage as
well. Int 0403 will require the DOE to report on the
nunber of |icensed and certified bilingual guidance
counsel ors and social workers in each school and the
nunber of ELL students in each school so we can
anal yze where these services may be | acking and
address the issues practically. Thank you so much
for everyone who's nade this possible.

COUNCI L MEMBER TORRES: Sixty years ago
the U S. Suprenme Court in Brown v. Board of Education
warned us it is doubtful any child nmay be reasonably
expected to succeed in life if he is denied the
opportunity of an education. As a young nman of
color, I worry that we have an overzeal ous suspensi on
policy that denies the opportunity of an education
that is so essential to success in life. Too many
young nmen of color are being arbitrarily kicked out

of the classroom and onto the streets and our




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

STATED MEETI NG 43

suspension policy has led to a school -to-prison
pi peline. | feel strongly that suspension should
never be a punishnment of first resort; the DCE has an
obligation to our students to pursue restorative
justice interventions, including guidance counseling
bef ore i nposing suspension. Int 0403 will help us
live up to that obligation

COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS: As a young nan
of color, | find it alarmng that there are currently
nore police officers than gui dance counselors in New
York Gty public schools. According to the NYCLU, on
a typical day the NYPD nmakes four arrests and issues
seven summonses in New York City public schools and
of those arrested, nore than 95 percent are black or
Latino. This is particularly troubling because it is
projected that close to 270,000 children in New York
Gty have a di agnosabl e nental disorder. Counselors
and social workers are better equi pped to understand
the whol e student and to be able to identify red
flags and invest in students psychol ogically,
enotionally and their physical well-being. Int 0403
will give us data that we can conpare with schoo
safety data to hel p us better understand where

students' needs are being net and where they are not.
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PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: And now, Mnority

Leader, Council Menber WMatt eo.

COUNCIL MEMBER IGNIZIO  Matteo? What's

happened? [sic] [crosstalK]

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: | nean...excuse

me... [ background comrents] 1gni zio.

[l aught er]

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Wit your turn.

[ gni zi o.

COUNCI L MEMBER I GNI ZI 0. Yeah. [l augh]

[ background comrent] Thank you, Madanme Public

Advocate. And | appreciate, nenbers of the Council.

I first wanna point out one thing that the Speaker

menti oned, whi ch was about Sandy and wanted to thank

t he Counci

and t hank the Counci

menbers how have

been at their finest noment

in regards to taking care

of Sandy victins and Sandy businesses in their

community and | appreciate the Council for |eading

the way and pushing the Admi nistration, both the
former administration and the current adm nistration,
in getting what we need for our comunities and |
really think it is a shining nonent and sonethi ng we
shoul d hold up and be proud of the work that we did

as a joint body with regards to Sandy recovery.
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Wth regards to bills Int 0486 and 0487
on behalf of the mnority del egati on, two pieces of
| egi slation that | believe raises significant safety
concerns to the people in the city and the people in
our country. Wile | agree that our national
i mm gration policy is broken and in desperate need of
reform this solution, prohibiting our |aw
enforcenent officers in prisons from detaining
crimnals in cooperation with our national
I mm gration enforcenment agency is not the solution.
Unlike the Council's vote |ast nonth to hel p i nnocent
children gain representation in their inmgration
cases, these piece of legislation will help
i ndi vi dual s who have already shown a disregard for
the law of the conmmunity.

Additionally, there are significant |ega
I ssues associated with our nmunicipality dictating to
the Federal government, | believe and especially in
regards to conpliance with a federal subpoena.

Again, | join ny colleagues in their
frustration over Washi ngton; both Houses, both
parties, for their failure to act on a conprehensive
i mm gration policy and work together, we do very

often in this body. But | believe that |obbying our
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menbers of Congress, our senators and our president,
to develop a national solution to this problemis the
solution and not breaking ranks with our federal
partners in | aw enforcenent who seek only to keep ny
famly and your famly safe. Thank you very mnuch

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: And now t he nost
val uabl e player of the Gty Council, a ranking nmenber
of the mnority party, Council Menber Matteo.

COUNCI L MEMBER MATTEQ  Thank you for the
pronoti on, Madame Public Advocate. Today we're al so
voting on Int 0438, which creates an industria
busi ness i nprovenent district in the West Shore
portion of my district. | wanna start by thanking
all the people involved in the process...[interpose]

COUNCIL MEMBER IGNIZIO | vote no...

COUNCI L MEMBER MATTEQO n...

COUNCIL MEMBER IGNIZIO  hold on a
second...

COUNCI L MEMBER MATTEG W' re gonna have
to have a talk. [laughter, background comments] |
wanna start by thanking all the people involved,

i ncl udi ng our Finance Chair, Julissa Ferreras, her
staff, particularly Tani sha Edwards and Rebecca Chase

for their hard work. | wanna thank Cesar C aro on
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the SIEDC for helping me to organi ze these busi ness
owners behind this effort to create a BID on the West
Shore. | also wanna thank SBA's conm ssioner, Maria
Torres Springer, her staff, ny forner boss and
predecessor, Borough President Jimmy OQto and
M nority Leader Ignizio.

In 2012 | began ny involvenment in the
creation of this BID on day one as a nmenber of the
steering committee; once elected | was able to
continue ny advocacy as a nenber of the Gty Council
Today is the culmnation of a lot of hard work, a
partnership between nyself, the SIEDC and the
busi ness community in Bloonfield and Chel sea.

We are essentially creating an enhanced
civic association for this area which will be
enmpowered to pool its resources to get the services
they need to address their unique challenges. As we
all know, every nei ghborhood, every comrercia
corridor has unique needs and this slide of the West
Shore is no different. | think that is why the rate
of support in this IBID zone is anong the highest of
any BIDin the Cty.

Let ne extend ny thanks to the property

owners for their support and dedi cation. Mboving
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forward, these property owners' investnents in their
own area will help to turn the West Shore of the
borough into a jobs coast where Staten Islanders can
have rewardi ng and prosperous careers. The West
Shore coul d becone home to a host of firnms that need
| arger real estate to operate or want to keep their
busi nesses | ocal to New York City.

Agai n, | wanna thank everyone for their
support and | ook forward to the passage of this
| egi slation. Thank you.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.
Council Menber Inez Dickens for a vote.

COUNCI L MEMBER DI CKENS: Thank you,
Madane Public Advocate. | vote aye on all Land Use
Call -Ups and perm ssion please to couple votes and |
vote aye on all. Bye.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:. Thank you. Feel
better.

COUNCI L MEMBER DI CKENS: Thank you.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Reports of
Special Committees.

COW TTEE CLERK: None.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Reports of

St andi ng Commi tt ees.
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COMM TTEE CLERK: Report of the Conmttee
on Education, Int 0403-A, Report on Gui dance
Counsel ors.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Report of the
Commi ttee on Finance. Council Menber Dronm

COUNCI L MEMBER DROWM  Thank you very
much. | wanna thank the Speaker for her nmany years
of work on inproving the way the crimnal justice
systeminteracts with our inmmgrant communities. |
al so wanna recogni ze the Council staff who worked
hard on the legislation to put these bills and
hearing together -- Jennifer Mntalvo, Brian C owe,
Rachel Cordero, Rob Newran and the co-sponsors, along
with the Speaker and I, Carlos Menchaca and Raf ael
Espi nal .

By ending the collusion of |ocal |aw
enforcement with jails, with federal immgration
authorities, New York Gty will be a safer place
where our inmgrants no |onger fear deportation by
interacting with the police. This is good news for
all New Yorkers, both recent immgrant famlies and
the rest of us who rely on our imm grant nei ghbors to
report crines and to cooperate with investigations.

Wth these bills we al so take a stand agai nst the
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bl at ant unconstitutionality of the detainer program
whi ch hol ds individuals without a crimnal sentence
or even probably cause. G ven New York's |ead, |
hope many other localities rise up and take a stand
agai nst these odious tactics of inmmgration custons
enforcenent. Thank you

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Reports of
St andi ng Conmittees. [background conment]

COMWM TTEE CLERK: Report of the Conmittee
on Education, Int 0403-A, Report on Gui dance
Counsel ors.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO. Anended and
Coupl ed on Ceneral Orders.

COM TTEE CLERK: Report of the Conmttee
on Finance, Int 0438, West Shore BID.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO. Coupl ed on
General Orders.

COM TTEE CLERK: Preconsi dered Res 0450,
Organi zat i on Fundi ng.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO. Coupl ed on
General Orders.

COM TTEE CLERK: Report of the Conmttee
on Immigration, Int 0486-A in relation to persons not

to be detained by the Departnment of Corrections.
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SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO Amended and
Coupl ed on General Orders.

COW TTEE CLERK: Int 0487-A in relation
to persons not to be detained by the Police
Depart nent .

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO Amended and
Coupl ed on Ceneral Orders.

COM TTEE CLERK: Report of the Conmttee
on Land Use, LU 0122 and Res 0457, sidewal k caf é.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO Coupl ed on
General Orders.

COMWM TTEE CLERK: Report of the Conmittee
on Transportation, Int 0082-A, penalties for
assaulting taxi drivers.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO Amended and
Coupl ed on Ceneral Orders.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Ceneral O der
Cal endar.

COMWM TTEE CLERK: LU 0115 and Res 0458 to
LU 0118 and Reso 0460, 19 East Houston.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO Coupl ed on
General Orders.

COWM TTEE CLERK: Resol uti on appointing

vari ous persons Comm ssi oner of Deeds.
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SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO Coupl ed on
General Orders and at this tinme | ask for a roll cal
on all itens on the Coupled General Order Cal endar.

COW TTEE CLERK: Arroyo.

COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYO  Aye.

COM TTEE CLERK: Cabrera.

COUNCI L MEMBER CABRERA: Permission to
expl ain ny vote.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:. Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER CABRERA: Thank you. |
just wanna take a nonent to congratul ate Counci
Menber Reynoso and your first bill. As a forner
school counsel or nysel f [background conment] and al so
a college professor that ran a whole program at the
masters | evel for counseling students, | cannot
commrend you enough for this; the reality is that we
have schools where we really don't have school
counsel ors or may have the sanme experience that |
had, when I had 700 students at one point and | was
the only school counselor at a high school |evel and
nmy greatest fear that there was the potential of a
young man or young lady waiting in the long lines to
see nme who could potentially be suicidal or on the

verge of dropping out of school; the stories go on,
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and that was one of ny greatest nightmares being a
school counsel or, just the overwhel m ng amount of
work. Certain grade |evels is mandated; sone grade
| evel s school counsel ors are not nandated and we need
to do better and I'mvery hopeful that this data is
gonna help us to pass better legislation to have
school counsel ors nmandated and a certai n anount of
school counsel ors per quantity of students. So thank
you so nuch and I commend you and | commend the
Speaker for the bill dealing with inmm grants so we
could have true justice; it's been too |ong and |
know she advocated this for a long tine; |I conmend
you both. Thank you so mnuch.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES. How do you vote?

COUNCI L MEMBER CABRERA: | vote aye on
all. Thank you.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.

COW TTEE CLERK: Chi n.

COUNCI L MEMBER CHIN:  Permission to
expl ain ny vote.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:. Yes.

COUNCIL MEMBER CHIN: | have three | and
use itenms regarding a disposition in ny district for

a building to be constructed on MIA property at 19
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East Houston Street; | wanted to thank the community
board, the borough president, MIA the Cty and the
appl i cant for working through all these issues to get
to this point today. | amalso particularly thankfu
to Ann McCoy in the Land Use Division for her
gui dance and i nput throughout this process and of
course, thank you to Council Menber Weprin and
Council Menber Geenfield for chairing the hearing.

On the biggest issue, the size of the
retail, the applicant has agreed to limt retail to
second fl oor and bel ow and has w t hdrawn their
application for large-scale retail in that building.
The applicant also further commtted to sidewal k and
crosswal k changes that will help preserve pedestrian
flow and a conmtnent to bring their tenants to the
communi ty board, should illum nation issue arise and
the Departnment of Transportation has agreed to work
with the applicant on these issues. So therefore I
have no opposition to the remaining application
bef ore us and ask al so nmy col |l eagues to vote to
approve them

And | also wanted to congratul ate Counci
Menber Reynoso on his first bill. 1 vote aye on all.

Thank you
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PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.

COW TTEE CLERK: Cohen.

COUNCI L MEMBER COHEN: 1'd like to
congratul ate Council Menber Reynoso and vote aye on
all.

COMM TTEE CLERK: Constanti ni des.

COUNCI L MEMBER CONSTANTI NI DES:  Aye on
all.

COW TTEE CLERK: Cor negy.

COUNCI L MEMBER CORNEGY: Aye on all.

COM TTEE CLERK: Crow ey.

COUNCI L MEMBER CROWALEY: Aye on all.

COWM TTEE CLERK: Cunbo.

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO. Permission to
expl ain ny vote.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:. Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO. [ background
coment] | just want to congratul ate my col | eague,
Counci| Menber Reynoso; this is so fantastic. And I
just wanna say for nyself, growi ng up, "when | wasn't
performng in the way that ny teachers suspected that
| could or what ny potential was or even at tines,
what was wong with nme," a gui dance counsel or

di scovered that | |loved art and channeled ne into
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that career and what has becone ny passion. So |
thank you for this; this is going to give us an
i ncredi bl e opportunity in the Gty Council to not
only, hopefully, be able to understand what the
i ssues are, but hopefully that we can put the
resources together to nmake sure that there are
gui dance counsel ors and professionals that are
avai l able to hel p our young people as it pertains to
everything fromdonestic violence to issues
pertaining to education [background comments] and
many ot her issues...[crosstalKk]

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: CQui et ...

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO. So thank you very
much and | vote aye on all.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you. Qui et
in the chanbers, please. [background comment] Qui et
in the chanbers. Continue with the roll call.

COMM TTEE CLERK: Deut sch.

COUNCI L MEMBER DEUTSCH: No on In 0486-A
and 0487-A and aye on the renmai nder.

COW TTEE CLERK: Dromm

COUNCI L MEMBER DROWM  Aye on all.

COW TTEE CLERK: Espi nal
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COUNCI L MEMBER ESPINAL: | would like to
explain ny vote on Int 0403.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:. Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER ESPI NAL: As a young man
of color, I am deeply concerned by studies that show
that living in a |lowincone community of col or
correlates directly with a |l ack of college readiness.
In Ocean HIl, in ny district, for exanple, only
about 12 percent of students are defined as coll ege
ready based on their Regents exam scores. The fact
that coll ege readi ness counselor is inaccessible to
so many students only exacerbates this problem
Int 0403 will help us learn not only about the
presence of guidance counselors and social workers in
school s, but al so about the presence of other staff
who have recei ved professional devel opnent or
trai ning and post-secondary pl anning who may fil
gaps in coll ege readi ness counseling. This will help
us anal yze whet her enough teachers and adm nistrators
are taking advantage of this inportant opportunity to
hel p ensure that our students are inforned about and
prepared for college. And I'd |like to vote aye on
all.

COM TTEE CLERK: Eugene.
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COUNCI L MEMBER EUGENE: Congratul ati ons
to Council Menber Reynoso and | vote aye on all.

COW TTEE CLERK: Ferreras. Garodni ck.

COUNCI L MEMBER GARODNI CK:  Aye.

[ background comrent ]

COW TTEE CLERK: G bson.

COUNCI L MEMBER G BSON:  Permission to
expl ain ny vote.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:  Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER G BSON:  Thank you, Madane
Public Advocate. | too wanna join with our
col | eagues in congratul ati ng Council Menber Reynoso
on his first bill; I also would |ike to congratul ate
Counci | Menber Lancrman for the bill working with the
New York City Taxi Driver's Alliance in making sure
that we educate and provide a | ot of awareness to the
public about assaulting and injuring taxi drivers and
livery drivers across the city; | think it's a great
step of progress and certainly hope that people wll
begin to think twi ce about assaulting or injuring a
taxi driver in this city. | also wanna congratul ate
others for some of the other bills that we're passing
today and on Int 0486 and Int 0487, | wanna thank the

Speaker for her |eadership, as well as Council Menber
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Menchaca, Chair of Immgration. | had a nunber of
concerns about these two bills, | recognize the
intent; | recogni ze the purpose; as we nove forward

certainly would like to be a part of the
conversations around inplenentation and with that I
will be supporting it, but with a little bit of
reservation and continuing to have further
conversations around this. And with that I'Il be
voting aye on all. Thank you.

COM TTEE CLERK: Greenfield.

COUNCI L MEMBER GREENFI ELD:  Thank you.
May | explain ny vote, please?

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:. Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER GREENFI ELD:  Thank you,

Madane Public Advocate. First | want to congratul ate

ny col | eagues -- Council Menber Reynoso, really a
terrific bill that's gonna save and really help so
many chil dren; thank you so nuch for that. | wanna

t hank Council Menber Rory Lancman; | think that the
taxi industry is fortunate, fromhis tinme in the
Assenbly to his tinme in the Council, he's been a
great advocate and | really wanna congratul ate him

for that as well.
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I want to speak now about 0486; 0487-A...
[ background comrent s]

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Coul d we have
quiet in the chanbers, please. Quiet in the
chanbers. [crosstalk]

COUNCI L MEMBER GREENFIELD: 1"l wait for
qui et and hopefully they'll freeze nmy tine there
while we do that. Thank you.

PUBLI C ADVOCCATE JAMES: Three seconds
back on the clock. Council Menber G eenfield.

[ background comrent ]

COUNCI L MEMBER GREENFI ELD:  Thank you; |
certainly appreciate that. You know I think any tine
that you have a discussion on a hot button politica
i ssue such as imm gration you' re gonna have a | ot of
vi sceral reaction and enotional viewpoints as well.
| do think however that as legislators we really
should try our best to be above the fray and assess,
to the extent that we can, an issue froman objective
perspective and that's what | intend to do today. As
a legislator and an attorney, ny first duty, which is
a sworn one, is to uphold the Constitution of the
United States of America and | take that

responsibility very seriously; sone wuld call ne a
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civil libertarian, but really, | viewit as a duty to
uphold the law. The 4th Amendnent is very clear; the
right of the people to be secure in their persons
agai nst unreasonabl e search and sei zures shall not be
violated, and that's really what's happeni ng over
here and it's really very sinple -- soneone's
arrested; they're even convicted of a crime, they go
to prison; now, because that person has been afforded
due process -- 14th Amendnent, for those of you who
are follow ng at home -- they can be seized in
prison, but only until the end of their term when
their termis up, the government can't sinply hold
sonmeone because they think he or she did somnething
wong and that's what the governnment is doing in a
detai ner request. If you think soneone did sonething
wrong, we have a process for that, it's called an
arrest warrant; when the governnent gets that we
should and will respect it, but to sinply |ock
someone up because you suspect they did sonething
wrong, that's un-Anmerican and those rights apply,
even those who are not yet Anerican citizens. Just
as how we don't beat people up in prison because
they're in prison, we should not keep people in

prison sinply because we think they may have done
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somet hing wong and that is why |I'mproud to support
this legislation and | specifically [bell] would Iike
to thank the Speaker for her |eadership; not a lot is
happening in D.C. on this issue, but it's happening
here and | proudly vote aye on all.

COM TTEE CLERK: Johnson.

COUNCI L MEMBER JOHNSON:  Permission to
expl ain ny vote.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:. Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER JOHNSON: | want to
congratul ate the Speaker for her hard work on these
bills; I also want to congratul ate ny col | eagues,
Counci | Menber Lancrman and Council Menber Reynoso.

On Council Menber Reynoso's bill, | just wanna say
that | | ook back at a pivotal, inportant nonent in ny
life; the first person who | ever canme out to in ny
life when | was 15 years ol d was ny gui dance
counsel or in mddle school, who then stayed ny

gui dance counsel or through hi gh school, and I

renmenber it like it was yesterday. So | really know
how i nportant gui dance counselors are; it had a deep
and inportant inpact on ny life and | am proud to
support this bill today and I congratul ate Counci

Menber Reynoso on its passage. Thank you very nuch.
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COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS:  Your vote.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES. How do you vote?

COUNCI L MEMBER JOHNSON: | vote aye on
all.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.

COMWM TTEE CLERK: Kal | os.

COUNCI L MEMBER KALLOS: Permission to
expl ain ny vote.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:. Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER KALLOS: | wanna
congrat ul ate Council Menber Antoni o Reynoso on this
| egi sl ati on on behalf of nyself, ny nother who's a
psychol ogi st and a conm tnent to naki ng sure we have
access to nental health in our schools and ny
di rector of constituent service, who is a social
wor ker, and the nore of those we can get into our
schools, the better. So thank you for what you're
doi ng. Thank you also to Council Menber Rory Lancman
for keeping our drivers safe and to our Speaker for
taki ng on national issues right here at hone. | vote
aye.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.

COW TTEE CLERK: Ki ng.
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COUNCI L MEMBER KING  Congratul ations to
Ant oni o0 Reynoso and | vote aye.

COW TTEE CLERK: Koo.

COUNCI L MEMBER KOO:. Congratulations to
nmy next door nei ghbor, [laughter] Council Menber
Reynoso, for passing such a wonderful bil
[ background comrents] and nmuchas gracias to the
Speaker, to Council Menber Menchaca and Reynoso.
Thank you very much. OCh...[interpose]

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: And how do you
vot e?

COUNCI L MEMBER KOO | vote yes.

[laughter] [background conmments]

COW TTEE CLERK: Lancnan.

COUNCI L MEMBER LANCMAN:  Aye.

COW TTEE CLERK: Lander.

COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER:  May | pl ease
explain ny vote?

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Yes, sir.

COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER  As the proud son
of a public elenentary school guidance counselor in
St. Louis, | wanna say a big congratul ations to
Counci| Menber Reynoso; you know, | renenber at the

di nner table this stories that my nomwould tell and
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that's a school that serves a real diverse range of
kids; it's a deseg [sic] programin St. Louis, soO
there's a whole set of kids who are in her office
every day and the difference she makes in her their
lives is tremendous, so | dedicate this vote to ny
nmom but it's with great congratul ati ons to Counci
Menber Reynoso on this really inportant piece of
| egi sl ation, as ny col |l eagues have said. And I'm
also really proud to be a supporter of the Speaker's
detainer bills, [background coments] | think setting
a standard in New York City that this has al ways been
a city of inmmgrant opportunity and we are going to
keep it a city of inmmgrant opportunity and I
couldn't think of a better way to do it than the
bills that we're passing today. Congrats also to
Counci | Menber Lancrman on hel pi ng keep our taxi
drivers safe and | proudly vote aye on all.

COM TTEE CLERK: Levin. Mhuisel.

COUNCI L MEMBER MAI SEL: Aye on all.

COW TTEE CLERK: WMatt eo.

COUNCI L MEMBER MATTEO. No on 0486-A and
0487-A; aye on the rest.

COMWM TTEE CLERK: Mealy.

COUNCI L MEMBER MEALY: Aye on all.




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

STATED MEETI NG 66

COW TTEE CLERK: Menchaca.

COUNCI L MEMBER MENCHACA: Perm ssion to
expl ain ny vote.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:  Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER MENCHACA: | just wanna
say thank you to Council Menber Lancrman for your taxi
bill; Council Menber Reynoso, thanks for naking
Br ookl yn proud and the work that we're gonna continue
to do to reformour schools, and then finally, thank
you to the Speaker and the detainer bills and as
Chair of the Immgration Commttee, | amso proud to
be working with her; her entire career has been
rooted in the progress for our imrgrant conmunity
and it is incredibly inportant to so many of our
districts and this is gonna have a huge inpact. The
vision that we are |laying here, and especially in the
| ast nine nonths, has been incredibly clear; we need
to change the sentinent and the relationship between
our immgrant conmunity and governnent; these pieces
of legislation are gonna continue to do that and I
can't wait to see what will happen in the next nine
nonths. | vote aye on all.

COW TTEE CLERK: Levin.

COUNCI L MEMBER LEVIN:  Aye on all
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COMWM TTEE CLERK: Mendez.

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: Aye on all.

COMWM TTEE CLERK: Ml ler.

COUNCI L MEMBER M LLER: Perm ssion to
expl ai n.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:. Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER MLLER First I'd like to
congratul ate the Speaker and especially like to
congrat ul ate Council Menmber Reynoso on his
| egi slation. Thank you, Madanme Public Advocate. And
thank you to Council Menber Rory Lancrman for
i ntroducing this |l egislation, 0082, Int 0082, which
under these circunstances | would |l ove to support,
but | rise today, however, to express ny disnay at
the manner in which Taxi and Li nousi ne Conmi ssi on has
been conducting business. This law, Int 0082, has
been anended to include commuter vans so that drivers
of these vehicles nmay al so receive signage
promul gated by TLC in order to hel p protect drivers,
yet the TLC has done very little to protect the
constituents in ny district and throughout the city
who are victim zed by these sane conmuter vans; these
are hundreds of illegal vans running throughout the

Cty of New York and many nore properly licensed vans
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which are operating in an illegal fashion. They do
busi ness directly in front of bus stops, intimdate
mass transit passengers and hold little regard for
the rules of the road. Particularly given the nature
of this business, it's so frequently illegal.
Recently a young woman fromny district ended up in a
coma for 10 days after the police engaged one of
these vans in a high speed chase; this is how bad
t hings have gotten. Despite ny plea, these concerns
have gone unheard by the TLC. Wth this in mnd, |
cannot in good conscience vote for |egislation which
supports the TLC Comm ssi on which has repeatedly
failed to support and protect the constituents of
this city. A good relationship is beneficial to al
parties at the table, but this one is certainly
unhealthy. | will vote no on voting on Int 0082; the
TLC has becone far too confortable wth surface
measures, such as decals and stickers; [bell] neither
will keep ny constituents alive or out of the
hospital. TLC s...[interpose]

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Council Menber ...
COUNCI L MEMBER M LLER  riders and

drivers...[interpose]
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PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: bring your
comments to a cl ose, please.

COUNCI L MEMBER M LLER:  deserve nore
substantial safety neasures. | vote no on 0082 and
aye on the rest. Thank you.

COM TTEE CLERK: Levi ne.

COUNCI L MEMBER LEVI NE: Vote aye on all.
[ background coment] Ch, I'd like to vote aye on al
Call-Ups and with permission |'d Iike to vote on al
Coupl ed General Orders.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:. Yes.

COW TTEE CLERK: Reynoso.

COUNCI L MEMBER REYNOSO:  Permission to
expl ain ny vote.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:. Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER REYNOSO: | just wanna
real ly thank everyone; to hear your stories regarding
gui dance counselors, it just neans that nuch nore to
me to know that | can be hel pful in ensuring that
what we have and the great experiences we had with
our gui dance counselors are also sonething that nore
children in our school system can experience. And I
wanna t hank Lacey Tauber; it is her first piece of

| egislation as well and I|...[ appl ause, cheers] and we
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have sonme flowers for her. So congratul ations,
Lacey. Thank you.

[ backgr ound conment ]

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: How do you vote?

COUNCI L MEMBER REYNOSO: | vote aye on
all.

COW TTEE CLERK: Ri chards.

COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS: Perm ssion to
expl ain ny vote.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:. Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS: First | wanna
congratul ate Council Menber Reynoso and Lacey as well
on this great bill and my wife actually started as a
gui dance counsel or, so | understand the struggles
that they incur on a daily basis. |'mgonna vote aye
on all, but | also wanted to just back up and support
sonet hi ng Daneek just spoke on on Int 0082-A and in
Sout hern Queens in particular, in our areas, because
our transportation infrastructure is not the
greatest, we often have dollar vans running in our
particular conmunities and | just wanna al so urge the
TLC to certainly do nore enforcenent in our
particular community; we are getting conplaints every

day on this particular issue; it is not just a
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quality of life issue; you' re taking your life in
your own hands crossing sone of these streets and
there's been very little enforcenment on this issue.
So | vote aye on this because | do believe that we
shoul d protect...you know, do all we can to protect
livery drivers and everyone el se who are certainly
useful in our communities, but we also need them
[ background coments] to enforce and nmake sure that
we have |l egal vans on the street if we're gonna have
them out there [sic]. Thank you.

[ background comrent s]

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: How do you vote?

COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS: | vote aye on
all.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you. Qui et
in the chanbers, please. Continue roll call.

COM TTEE CLERK: Rodri guez.

COUNCI L MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: May | expl ain

nmy vote?

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:  Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: | woul d just
like to say that..first of all, congratul ations

Antonio and to say that we will continue working with

Counci | Menber Mealy and ny other coll eagues and the
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TLC s admnistration to identifying ways on how to
protect also the workers that he particularly
addressed; | believe that this a great piece of
| egi sl ation, since why we are doing this |egislation
Is letting anyone who gets into a taxi or a livery
taxi knows what are the consequences if they assault
any taxi drivers. So | believe that as we are
commtted to protect the pedestrian, it is also our
responsibility to protect the taxi drivers. 1In the
United States, taxi drivers have [background
coment s] 20 percent...[interpose]

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Excuse ne,
Counci | Menber. May we have quiet in the chanbers,
pl ease? Council Menber. Sorry.

COUNCI L MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: In the United
States, taxi drivers have 20 percent nore probability
to be assaulted than any other drivers in our
society. So | believe that this is good progress,
but we will continue working with ny coll eagues here
to expand the protection to all drivers. Thank you.
And | vote aye.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.

COM TTEE CLERK: Rose.
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COUNCI L MEMBER ROSE: Perm ssion to
expl ain ny vote.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:. Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER ROSE: Permission to
expl ain ny vote.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:. Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER ROSE: | would just like
to congratul ate nmy col |l eagues for these inpressive
packages of bills that really turns out to be, in
many cases, assurances of rights that people are
entitled to. [background comments] 1'd like to
t hank CM Reynoso for ensuring the rights of students
to receive a quality education with the resources
that are needed to acconplish [background coment s]
that goal. 1'd like to thank and congratul ate
Counci | Menber Matteo, from Shaolin [sic], for the
BI D on the West Shore of Staten I|sland, sonething
that's going to i nprove the econom c devel opnent
opportunities there. And to CM Lancrman for ensuring
the safety of our taxi and livery drivers; they have
dangerous jobs and oftentines no one seens to give
that a second thought. And to the Speaker for the

detainee bills. These bills further codify our
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comm tment to inprove the quality of life for all and
|'"m proud to vote aye on all.

[ backgr ound commrent s]

MALE VO CE: Keep it down, please. Keep

it down.
PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.
COW TTEE CLERK: Rosent hal .
[ background comrent ]
COUNCI L MEMBER ROSENTHAL: Aye on all.
COMM TTEE CLERK: Torres...[crosstal k]
COUNCI L MEMBER ROSENTHAL: Aye on all
still.

COW TTEE CLERK: Torres.

COUNCI L MEMBER TORRES: | vote aye and |
wanna cede ny tinme for explaining ny vote to Junmaane
WIlianms, so.

[ background comrents, |augh]

COW TTEE CLERK: Treyger.

COUNCI L MEMBER TREYGER: Permission to
expl ain ny vote.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:. Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER TREYGER: 1'd like to
first comend [background comments] Council Menber

Lancnman on the passage of his bill. I1'd like to also
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commend Council Menber Antoni o Reynoso; as a fornmer
teacher | can tell you that in a very | arge nebul ous
system very little gets changed unless it's measured
and today we will begin to measure the access our
children have to critical guidance services. And on
Int's 0486 and 0487-A, |'mactually influenced by the
story of what ny father went through when he was
l'iving and going to school in the fornmer Soviet Union
and he was det ai ned because he had the audacity to
listen to the voice of Anerica to make sure that his
| oved ones in Israel were still alive during the
Arab-l1sraeli War. So | take issue when any
governnent decides to arbitrarily detain and stop
peopl e for any reason, considering where ny famly
came from and what they endured. And with that, |
vote aye on all. Thank you.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.

COW TTEE CLERK: U rich

COUNCI L MEMBER ULRICH | vote aye on al
except Int 0486-A and 0487- A

COW TTEE CLERK: Vacca.

COUNCI L MEMBER VACCA: Could I explain ny
vote?

PUBLI C ADVCCATE JAMES:  Yes.
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COUNCI L MEMBER VACCA: |'mvoting aye on
all. Uh 0486 and 0487, to ne, | studied them and

gave it significant attention; they represent
constitutional issues and on that basis |I'mvoting
yes. Regarding Council Menber Reynoso's bill, | did
wanna speak on gui dance counselors. Years ago we did
have community school boards and | served on one as
president and nenber and | have to tell you what we
did and | hope that Chancellor Farina, when she sees
our vote today, will consider certain steps on how we
can make gui dance counselors nore effective. W
established a floor for every school based on
popul ati on so there was equity, so at a certain
threshol d, when a school reached a popul ation
threshold they had to hire a full-time gui dance
counsel or; when they went beyond the threshold, we
did point two additional time, point four; point six,
so that we had thresholds that were reached and then
escal ated as popul ati on went up. So we nmade sure
that every school had gui dance services. The second
thing we have to do today is that we have to instruct
gui dance counsel ors on what we expect themto do.

Are they truly doing guidance; what is guidance in

2014? It's a very inportant issue; how are they
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servicing kids? W need staff devel opnent; we need a
uni form policy on what we want gui dance counselors to
do in and out of the classroom how do we want
emergency intervention; how do we want contact with
famlies; when do we want that? Al of this has to
be updated. So |'m hoping that our vote today for
Counci| Menber Reynoso's bill will indicate to DCE
that it's not just tinme that we | ook at how many
counsel ors we have, but what are they actually doing
and how are they making sure that our kids don't fall
through the safety net. But with that, | vote aye on
all.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.

COM TTEE CLERK: Val | one.

COUNCI L MEMBER VALLONE: Permission to
explain ny vote.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER VALLONE: | vote aye on
all except | vote no on Int 0486-A and 0487- A
Congrat ul ati ons Antoni o on your bill and Rory
Lancman. And as a fellow barrister and attorney, |
get all excited when | hear David Geenfield
nmentioning the constitution and | see grounds for a

debate here, David. W discussed there are tines
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when we're going to agree and di sagree; this is one
of those tines that | disagree -- requiring judicia
warrants shoul d have been enough if the aimtruly was
to protect individuals arrested for conmtting a
crime and now face deportation. However, | believe a
judicial warrant should have been required for any
crinme other than a serious felony. Wy are we naking
it harder to return crimnals if god for bid they
have raped or nurdered soneone? Additionally, I
oppose the inclusion of the five-year limtation.

What we are saying today is that we aren't going to
honor any request, even if there is a warrant
obt ai ned to deport violent felons if five years has
passed. How does help our city at all? W would
rather want this murderer in our systemrather than
bei ng deported? Finally, renoving federal officers
at Rikers Island sends a dangerous nessage to our
federal governnment -- we don't want you here
deporting violent felons, but we do want you to pay
an assistance for fighting terrorismand crine in a
nunber one targeted city in the world. There is no
argunent presented today that these bills make us a

safer city, a city that demands public safety is our




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

STATED MEETI NG 79
nunber one priority. For these reasons | vote no on
both bills and vote aye on all other matters today.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.

COW TTEE CLERK:  Weprin.

COUNCI L MEMBER VEPRI N Aye.

COW TTEE CLERK: W/ Ii ans.

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AMS: May | be
excused to explain ny vote?

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:. Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AMS:  Thank you
First I wanna congratul ate Council Menber Lancman on
his bill; I did wanna address sone things and
concerns that | heard about the comuter vans.
[ background coments] | too have sone simlar
concerns, but | do wanna nmake sure that commuter vans
that are licensed and i nsured do have | egal ways to
operate as the city goes to themat all tines of
ener gency; those |egal vans have and continue to
request increased enforcenent to get the people who
are breaking the rules off the streets.

Congratul ati ons to Council Menber Reynoso on his

bill; I"'mhoping that we will actually get the
resources we need fromthis bill. Wen | was young,
and I knowit's hard to believe; | needed nuch
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gui dance throughout the public school system
[laughter] so | wanna nmake sure people |ike ne get
the support that is needed. And then congratul ations
to the Speaker and others on the detainer bills; this
one personally nmeans a lot to ne, as | |earned
several years ago, ny brother, who is in this country
was actually here "illegally," as we like to call it,
for much of his life, until several years ago; had he
been deported, he actually would not have been sent
back to Canada where he spent his first 18 years; he
woul d' ve been sent back to G anada, where he left as
a child and had no attachnment to at all. And also, a
friend of mne was detained; luckily his wife had the
wherewi t hal to nmake phone calls and had contacts so
that we can help him Mny of the people have not
had those contacts and remain unable to get in
contact with their famlies, sonetines they're sent
ot her places across the country; what is happening is
undeni ably, | think, "un-Anmerican" and
unconstitutional and |I'mvery proud to support these
and hopefully our federal governnment will get it
right at some point. And lastly, | just wanna thank
ny Latino brothers and sisters for really chanpioning

this and push ny Caribbean famly, ny Cari bbean
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brot hers and sisters; ny Caribbean conmunity to get
much nore involved in inmmgration debate, as well as
the African community. There are many nore
imm grants [bell] who are not a part of this debate
that need to get involved i mediately. Thank you.

[ crosstal k]
PUBLI C ADVCCATE JAMES: Pl ease concl ude

your remarks, Council Menber. Thank you. How do

you...

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLIAVS: | had to
conclude ny remarks, so | didn't get to vote. | vote
aye on all.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.

[l aught er]

COMM TTEE CLERK: 1 gni zi o.

COUNCIL MEMBER IGNIZIO  No on Int 0486
and 0487 and aye on all others and congratul ations to
Steve Matteo and Council Menber Reynoso and those
that passed their bills.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.

COW TTEE CLERK: Van Braner.

COUNCI L MEMBER VAN BRAMER:  Aye on all.

COW TTEE CLERK: Speaker Mark-Viverito.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO. Aye on all.
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[ background conmmrent s]

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you. Al
items on today's General O der Cal endar were adopted
by a vote of 47 in the affirmative, O in the negative
and 0 abstentions, wth the exception of Int 0486-A,
whi ch was adopted by a vote of 41 in the affirmative,
6 in the negative and 0 abstentions, and Int 0487-A,
whi ch was adopted by a vote of 41 in the affirmative,
6 negative and 0 abstentions, and Int 0082-A, which
was adopted by a vote of 46 in the affirmative, 1
negative and 0 abstentions. The revised Land Use
Call-Up vote is 47 in the affirmative, 0 negatives.

I ntroduction and Reading of Bills, see attached.
This...[interpose]

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO Al bills are
referred to Conmmittees, as indicated on the agenda.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Discussion of
Resol uti ons, Res 0166, sponsored by Council Menber
Debi Rose. Seeing none. The resolution reads as
follows: Resolution calling upon the New York Gty
Departnent of Education to establish a conprehensive
col | ege preparation program based on the coll ege

readi ness program proposed by the Urban Youth
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Col | aborative to inprove and expand col | ege access
for all students. Al of those in favor say aye.

[col l ective aye]

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: All of those
opposed. Any abstentions? The ayes have it.

Res 0405, sponsored by Speaker Meli ssa
Mar k- Vi verito. Anyone wi shing to speak on this
resolution? Seeing none. |It's a resolution calling
upon Congress to pass and the President to sign H R
1217 and S. 568 to establish the Sm thsonian American
Lati no Museum and designate the Arts and Industries
building as its future I ocation in Washington, D. C
Al'l of those in favor, say aye.

[col l ective aye]

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: All those
opposed. Any abstentions? The ayes have it. And
finally, Res 0429, sponsored by Council Menbers
G bson and Cunbo and Council Menber G bson to speak
on that resolution.

COUNCI L MEMBER G BSON:  Thank you very
much, Madane Public Advocate. | wanna thank all of
nmy col | eagues for support of Res 0429 and recogni zi ng
Oct ober as Donestic Violence Awareness Month in the

Cty of New York. Throughout the entire nonth many
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of us have been a part of so many different efforts
to raise the | evel of awareness and education around
domestic violence; we focused on public housing, we
focused on [ background comrent] sexual assault,

[ background comrent] canpus viol ence; we have really
done a lot to try to bring light to this issue that
remai ns in the darkness; [background conments] the
fact that so many famlies and children are inpacted
by donestic violence each and every day. | wanna

t hank the Mayor and his comm ssion to conbat donestic
vi ol ence, Conmmi ssioner Rose Pierre Louis for her

| eadershi p; | wanna thank you, Madane Public Advocate
for all you' ve done; | wanna thank our Speaker,
Mel i ssa Mark-Viverito for her |eadership, as well as
our Whnen's [ background comments] |ssues Chair,
Counci | Menber ...[ crosstal k]

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: (Quiet in the
chanbers.

[ backgr ound commrent s]

COUNCI L MEMBER G BSON:  Laurie Cunmbo, who
really led the charge in making sure that all of us
as a famly recognize that in our communities we have
victins and famlies that |ive and struggle each and

every day. As we now near the end of Cctober,
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wanna be firmin maki ng sure that all New Yorkers
understand that every day we have an opportunity to
do nore to advance services, prograns and provide
critical resources for famlies in need across this
city. | wanna thank our advocacy groups who do al
this work each and every day and | nost inportantly
wanna recogni ze the incredibly strong survivors that
have now taken their pain and noved it into a purpose
of action of making sure that we can bring many of
our famlies out and provide themwth the critica
public service that they truly need. And also |
wanna t hank ny di stingui shed col | eague, Counci
Menber Cunbo, for introducing this resolution with ne
as well. Thank you.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.
Counci | Menber Cunbo.

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO. | wanna first
begi n by thanking all of my coll eagues here today for
your support with "Go Purple Day," it was really very
inspiring to see all of you participating to bring
gr eat er awar eness about donestic violence as it
pertains to all of our districts and all of our
fam lies and conmunities and to have this entire body

come together so publicly really neant a great dea
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to me and it really nmeant a great deal to all New
Yorkers to see us bringing greater visibility around
an issue that inpacts all of us so much.

I thank you all for your support of
Res 0429, particularly because | want to acknow edge
that in 2013 there were 66 famly-rel ated hom ci des
in New York Cty, 16 victinms were killed in The
Bronx, 26 victins were killed in Brooklyn, 5 victins
were killed in Manhattan, 13 victins were killed in
Queens and 2 victinms were killed in Staten Island and
74 percent of these cases had no known prior police
contact and 86 percent of these cases had no current
order of protection. And that's why it's so
I mportant for us to bring greater visibility around
this particular nonth, because there are so nmany
[bell] people that are sitting in silence. So |
thank all of you for your support; | look forward to
wor king with each and every one of you. Thank you
agai n.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you. Any
ot her menbers wi shing to speak on Res 0429? Res 0429
recogni zes Cctober as Donestic Viol ence Awar eness
Month in the City of New York. All of those in

favor, say aye.
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[col l ective aye]

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: All of those
opposed. Any abstentions? The ayes have it.
General Discussion. Council Menber Treyger.

COUNCI L MEMBER TREYCGER: Thank you,
Madane Public Advocate. Next Wednesday marks two
years since the largest natural disaster in New York
Cty history hit our shores and devastated coast al
nei ghbor hoods across Brookl yn, Queens, Staten Island,
Lower Manhattan and The Bronx. As we approach that
mlestone | wanted to give you a sense of where we
are with the recovery process and how we reached this
point and to convey the critical and urgent need that
still exists in neighborhoods across the City. The
damage caused by Sandy was truly devastating -- 43
lives |ost, 80-mle-per-hour winds at |andfall and
estimated $19 billion in losses for the Gty, the
loss of 3 mllion cubic yards of sand, 70,000 NYCHA
units damaged or destroyed, the |oss of power in
countl ess hones and buildings, 2 mllion New Yorkers
Wi thout water, 6 hospitals forced to close; forcing
the evacuation of over 2,000 patients, the closure of
26 nursing hones; inpacting 4,500 residents, and

damage to over 400 parks. In the weeks and nont hs
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after the Gty received over 20,000 applications to
Build It Back and | earned that over 23,000 busi nesses
had been inundated by the storm No nmatter how you
neasure it, the inpact was w despread and devastati ng
and requires an unprecedented response from al
| evel s of governnent. We all know that the pace of
this recovery has been far from acceptabl e and has
| eft thousands of residents and famlies in |inbo,
unable to return hone, unable to ensure their
financial security or reopen their business until
governnent finally provides the assistance they need.
It is clear that the current administration inherited
a process that was fundanentally flawed and had
failed inits mssion to help New Yorkers recover.

Al ong the way, ny conmttee, wth the support of the
Speaker and the entire Council, has done incredible
wor k to expose inexcusabl e problens and red tape that
has been delaying this recovery. Qur first hearing
was a historic hearing with Council Menber Ritchie
Torres' Comm ttee on Public Housing, which we held
not at Gty Hall, but for the first tinme ever in a
publ i ¢ housing conplex in Coney |sland' s Carey
Gardens Conmunity Center. At the hearing there was a

resi dent who exposed the fact [bell] that NYCHA had
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rented faulty tenporary boilers that were not
desi gned for cold weather...[interpose]

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Council Menber,
bring your comments to a cl ose, please.

COUNCI L MEMBER TREYCER: a week |ater we
| earned that FEMA had found over $1 billion to
rebuild the inpacted NYCHA buil dings and nmake t hem
nore resilient. At our Build It Back hearing...1"l|
cl ose this paragraph, Public Advocate. At our Build
It Back hearing, with Chairs Richards and WI i ans,
we found that al nost nobody had recei ved actua
assi stance and there was no | ocalized recovery
effort. That is now changing with increased
visibility, inproved communi cati on and neasurabl e
benchmarks. As a result of information reveal ed
during our hearing on Small Business Recovery with
Chair Cornegy, the Adm nistration made the correct
deci sion to de-couple |loans and grants, as these
smal | busi nesses need hel p and not nore debt.

In closing, | have been asked whet her we
could finally see Iight at the end of the tunnel; ny
response is no, but we have finally found this

tunnel. This recovery will not be judged by the




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

STATED MEETI NG 90
nunber of announcenents and presentations, it wll be
judged...[ i nterpose]

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Council Menber,
pl ease bring your coments to a cl ose.

COUNCI L MEMBER TREYCGER: on the nunber of
peopl e hel ped and assisted. This anniversary | wl|
be rolling up ny sleeves with Habitat for Humanity to
hel p rebuild a house on Coney Island and | urge al
ny coll eagues to commt to a day of service hel ping
New Yorkers who are still in need two years after the
storm

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.

Counci | Menber Eugene.

COUNCI L MEMBER EUGENE: Thank you very
much, Madane Public Advocate and thank you, Madane
Speaker. M colleagues, | rise to express ny
gratitude to the Honel and Security and also to the
President of the United States of Anerica and to al
of you, ny colleagues fromthis good body. You know,
United States is a great country and when you are
living in the United States you have the opportunity
to bring your famly nmenbers for famly unification
But Haitian, when they had to bring their famly

menbers over to the United States, they had to wait
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for 5, 10 or 15 years and sone of the tinme their
famly nenbers died and they didn't see the prom sed
land. But in 2012 | sponsored a resolution that was
voted overwhel mingly by the City Council, because of
your support and since that tine |'ve been working
very hard wth ny coll eagues fromthe city, state and
federal governnment across the nation and Haitian
| eaders to urge the federal governnment to act. Last
week the federal governnent, Honel and Security,
accept to grant to Haitian people to conme to the
United States and to expedite the process. Now
famly nenbers -- brothers, sisters, wife; husband --
they will be able to cone to the United States to
wait for the green card. Just imagine the suffering;
the pain of brothers, sisters, wife; children waiting
to unite with the famly nenbers, and let ne tell
you, after the horrific earthquake that devastated
part of Haiti, the pain and their suffering becane
wor se, but thanks to your support and also to the
Honel and Security, now the Haitian people will have
the opportunity to come to the United States to wait
for their green card. On behalf of the Haitian

communi ty and Haitian people, fromthe bottom of ny
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heart, to all of you, ny coll eagues, thank you very
much.

And | want to...today I'mintroducing al so
two bills...[interpose]

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:. Council Menber,
your time has conme to...[bell]

COUNCI L MEMBER EUGENE:  Yes...

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:. a close...

[ crosstal k]

COUNCI L MEMBER EUGENE: two bills before
the Council; the first, a Local Law to streanline
informati on on federal, state and |ocal candi dates
into a singular guide and for the guide to be online.
And the second one...[interpose]

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:. Council Menber,
pl ease bring your coments to a close; the tine has
expired. [crosstalKk]

COUNCI L MEMBER EUGENE: Yes, |'mclosing
now. The second one seeks to reserve parking for
senior citizens in front of the senior centers.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.

COUNCI L MEMBER EUGENE: Thank you very
much; I'masking you for your support. Thank you.

[ crosstal k]
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PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.
Counci | Menber WIIians.

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AMS:  Thank you
Madane Public Advocate. First I'd like to bring ny
col | eagues' attention to two bills -- Int 0526 --
[ background coment] the bill will require nultiple
dwel I ing owners to provide notice to their tenants
prior to making building anmenities unavail abl e,
whether it is tenporary or permanent. The second is
Res 0454, which I'"'mjoined with Council Menbers
Cunbo, G bson and Barron, it's a resolution calling
upon the United States Congress to pass and the
President to sign H R 5277/ S. 2695, al so known as the
Survi vor Qutreach and Support Canpus Act, which
amends the Hi gher Education Act of 1965 to require
institutions of higher education to have an
I ndependent advocate for canpus sexual assault
prevention and response. |'mproud to introduce this
resol ution during Donestic Violence Awareness Mont h,
as it will require every coll ege canmpus that receives
federal noney to hire sexual assault counselors on
their canpus.

Lastly, | wanted to nmake nention of

sonmething that's been troubling; there's a | ot of
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attention that's been given to the Ebola crisis,
apparently in the United States of Anmerica and from
ny understandi ng there has been one confirnmed death
and two people who contracted it who were actually
attending to that person; nost of the crisis |
believe is in the countries in Africa, which we
shoul d hopefully, as a country, not neglect anynore
and provide as nmuch service and resources that are
needed to stemit there. |In this country, however, |
believe that the real crisis of gun violence is
sonmething that I'mhoping we will pay nore attention
to; I know we've appointed...our federal governnent
has appoi nted an Ebola czar to deal with the Ebola
Issues in the United States; there has been a little
over 9,000 people shot and killed this year; whatever
day people are listening; hear me speaking, about 32
people wll get shot and killed; tens of thousands of
peopl e have been shot and killed since Newtown. M
hope is that governments will take the real crisis of
gun violence as seriously as they're taking the Ebol a
scare. | wanna thank the Speaker and the Mayor and
what we're doing in this city and hopefully others
will follow, [bell] but much nore needs to be done.

Thank you
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PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES. Council Menber
Johnson.

COUNCI L MEMBER JOHNSON:  Thank you,
Madane Public Advocate. | rise today to speak during
gay and | esbian, LGBT H story Month, which Cctober
Is; | wanna speak about sonmeone who lived in ny
district and was a very fanobus New Yor ker and
American -- Bayard Rustin was renenbered as the
organi zer of the 1963 March on Washi ngton, one of the
| argest, non-violent protests ever held in the United
States. He brought [background comment] Gandhi's
protest techniques to the Anmerican civil rights
novenent and hel ped nold MK, Jr. in an international
synbol of peace and non-viol ence. Bayard Rustin's
bi ography will be as particularly inportant for
| esbi an and gay Americans, highlighting the mgjor
contributions of a gay man to ending offici al
segregation in America. Rustin stands at the
confluence of great struggles for civil, l|egal and
human rights by African-Anericans and | esbi an and gay
Anericans. He officially began his life-1ong career
as a social and political activist in 1937, which is
when he noved to New York City. In 1941, it was a

turning point; it was the year that he began to work
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with A Philip Randol ph, his nentor. The follow ng
year he was di spatched to California to help protect
the property of Japanese Anmericans inprisoned in the
i nternnment canps. In 1947 he hel ped plan the first
Freedom Rides in the south to help challenge JimCrow
practices. In 1956 he began working with Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. in the early days of the Montgonery
bus boycott. However, as a gay man, who was
relatively open about his sexual orientation for the
time, Rustin experienced nuch anti-gay prejudice in
addition to racial discrimnation. Because he was
gay as well as having controversial political
positions, Rustin was often relegated to the behind-
the-scenes role in various canpaigns. W comenorate
hi mtoday as an incredible activist; I amproud to
say that the Bayard Rustin H gh School is in ny
district, on West 18th Street; [bell] lived at Penn
South in Chelsea and his | ate partner and husband,
Walter Naegle, still lives there today; Bayard Rustin
was a great Anerican and | am so proud that he lived
in my district and we shoul d honor hi mduring LGBT
H story Month. Thank you, Madane Public Advocate.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.

Counci | Menber King.
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COUNCI L MEMBER KI NG  Good afternoon.
rise today, ny coll eagues and thank you, Madane
Public Advocate, to ask you all in support of nyself
and Council Menber Koo's resolution that's designed
to help students in the public school system have a
better chance at |earning. Over the past year |'ve
been having neetings with principals, students,
famly nmenbers; parents, tal king about the nunber one
di stractions that they're incurring the schools and
that's apparel. So we are requesting that the State,
with the resolution that we're submtting today,
0451, we're asking you to support urging the State to
mandate uni formwear in the public school system
Wiy we are asking for this? Because we wanna nake
sure it's a safe environnent for our students,
students who incur bullying because they're not
wearing the |latest fashions, students who are not
part of certain cliques just because they can't
afford the right Jordans; all the issues that cone
with not being able to afford the | atest apparel;
parents are stressing out trying to buy their
children unifornms. W've had a nunber of
conversations with advocates and parents understand

the cost savings that they have w th buying maybe
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three uniforns for a year as opposed to trying to
find outfits throughout the whole year. So |I'm
asking us all to figure out how we can hel p our
students relieve the nunber one distraction that
they're incurring, fromthe young nen tal ki ng about
it's a distraction watching young |ladies with tight
clothing, and it's hard to tell a 14-year-old who's
goi ng through puberty and all the issues that your
body goes through, these changes, that they're
supposed to ignore these challenges, as well as the
young sisters tal king about how di srespectful of
young nmen wal king with their pants down and all sone
of the free sexual behaviors that happen in
stairwells in schools that are not being discussed
today. So I'masking us all to help our students to
find a way that we can relieve this nunber one
di straction that's happening; that's not being tal ked
about and urging the State to make sure that we're
able to get uniformuse in schools. Thank you.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.
Counci | Menber Kall os.
COUNCI L MEMBER KALLCS: | rise on Int

0508 wi th co-sponsorship of the Progressive Caucus
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that will allow New Yorkers to register to vote...
[ nterpose]

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Council Menber
Kall os; is your mcrophone on?

COUNCI L MEMBER KALLCS: Wy mc's on. |
rise on Int...are we...l rise on Int 0508 wth co-
sponsorship of the Progressive Caucus that will allow
New Yorkers to vote online. |In this day and age we
are use to filling out forns online, clicking a nouse
or swiping right and getting instant confirmation.
Voter registration should be as sinple as a click
away or a swipe away. This is the way of the future,
24 states have online registration in sonme form nany
of thementirely paperless and it's a secure process.
| hope to build on Governor Cuonp's 2012 Reformto
all ow DW users to register online in New York State
Thank you to the Progressive Caucus for its support,
Co- Chai rs Reynoso and Richards, as well as nenbers
Dromm Levin, Levine, Menchaca, Rodriguez, Rose, and
Rosent hal .

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES. Council Menber
Koo.

COUNCI L MEMBER KOO. Thank you, Madane

Public Advocate. Today | amintroducing Int 0509
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about tree planting. This bill will require the Cty
to notify the owners of one-, two- or three-famly
hones at | east 30 days in advance notice that they
will be planting a tree on the sidewal k abutting
their properties. Currently the City is only
required to notify schools and hospitals. This bill
ext ends coverage to honeowners. The City can notify
the homeowners either by fax, regular mail, email or
by carrier. This is conmon sense legislation. |If
the homeowner is responsible for maintaining of their
si dewal ks, the least the Gty can do is to notify
them when they intend to plant a tree next to their
hones. Thank you very mnuch.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: And now nenbers
of the LGBT Caucus, Council Menbers Dromm Rose...
Counci | Menber [background comments, |aughter] Dromm
Counci | Menber Mendez and Council Menber Menchaca and
honorary nenber ...[ background conment] and honorary
menber, Council Menber Rose will speak |ater.

[l aught er]

COUNCI L MEMBER DROMWM W' I | take al
honorary nenbers, Madane Public Advocate.

[l aught er]
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PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Council ...quiet in
t he chanbers...Council Menber Dromm [ augh]

COUNCI L MEMBER DROWM  Thank you, Madane
Public Advocate. | also wanna rise in support of the
Lesbi an, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender History Nonth,
whi ch Cctober is. | wanna nention Billy Jean King,
who is an American, fornmer world nunber one tennis
pl ayer. Her position as a fem nist and nenber of the
LGBT community is |legendary. King s activismcenters
on supporting not just other athletes who wanna cone
out of the closet, but anyone who wants to |ive an
open life. At the age of 70, she still serves as a
| eading figure in wonen's sports and was sel ected by
President Gbama to travel to Sochi for the 2014
Wnter Aynpics as part of the official U S
del egation. King currently shares her Iife with her
partner, |lana Kl oss, another forner tennis pro.
Though Ki ng has been inducted into the Internationa
Tennis and the National Wnen's Halls of Fanme, she
has received the Presidential Medal of Freedom and
had a tennis stadiumin Queens renanmed in her honor
many New York City students have no idea of her nmany
acconpl i shnents or nost inportantly to ne, that she

identifies as a proud |l esbian. King has broken
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barriers for wonen and LGBT peopl e across the gl obe.
This is an inportant part of the greater human rights
novenent and needs to be taught in our public
schools. Billy Jean King is a fabul ous | eshian.
Thank you

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.
[laughter] Thank you. Thank you. Council Menber
Rose, you don't have your papers yet, so I'll exclude
you from [l aughter] the menber...so again, continuing
with the LGBT Caucus, Council Menbers Mendez, Torres
and Menchaca.

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: Thank you, Madane
Publ ic Advocate and |'ve been trying to convert
Counci| Menber Rose for the |longest, so this is
[laughter] good news and we need an out nenber in
Staten Island, so it's about time, so we could have
one in every borough.

So Cctober is LGBT Hi story Month and
today I would like honor and recogni ze Sylvia Rivera.
Sylvia Rivera was a Puerto R can and Venezuel an
transgender activist; she was present at the
Stonewal | Riots of 1969; she was al so very active in
the civil rights novenent; she was a nenber of the

Young Lords Party and al so very active and worked
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with the Black Panther Party. She started an
organi zation called STAR, Street Transgender Action
Revol utionaries, when in 1986 we passed the Gay Civil
Rights Bill in this Gty Council and she was di smayed
at the exclusion of transgender and then created this
group. She also worked in ny district on East 2nd
Street, where she had a building for honel ess drag
gueens and honel ess transgender wonen. She passed
away in February of 2002 and for two years | worked
with her, when | was a staffer on the Transgender
Cvil Rights Bill; unfortunately she didn't get to
see that | aw becone a reality; she passed away in
February and this Cty Council passed that law in
April. In her nenory and in all the work that she
did as a Latina and as a transgender activist, |
honor her today. Thank you very nuch.

COUNCI L MEMBER TORRES: Thank you, Madane
Publ ic Advocate, you originally forgot to nention ne,
so | thought | had been replaced by Council Menber
Rose, but...[laughter] and that would actually have
been a good addition to...But |I'm gonna speak in honor
of Audre Lorde, who was a femnist, a |esbian, poet,
essayi st, nother, daughter of immgrants, and a self-

proclaimed warrior. Born in New York City in 1934 of
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West I ndian inmgrant parents, Audre cane to poetry
in her early teens, publishing her first poemin 17
Magazi ne when she was still in high school. Over the
course of her life, Audre published poetry
ant hol ogi es, collections of essays and an
aut obi ography. Her witing blended art and activism
beautiful ly addressing these thenes ranging from
| esbian rel ati onshi ps and | ove to raci smand
honophobi a. Audre was the recipient of numerous
awards. In 1991 she was honored as New York's Poet
Laureate in 1991; a year later she died of Iliver
cancer, but her legacy lives on in many corners of
New York City, fromthe Audre Lorde Project and the
Cal | en-Lorde Community Health Center to the hearts
and m nds of innunerable artists and activists.
Audre once fanously said there was no such thing as a
singl e-i ssue struggl e because we do not |ive single-
issue lives. Those words ring true for many of us
here in the New York City Council as we increasingly
see the intersectionality of our work. LGBTQ rights
depend on access to quality, affordable housing,
housi ng depends on good enpl oynent, enpl oynent
depends on quality education and quality education

requires safety and security for LGBTQ youth. Al of
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these issues we fight for are interconnected;
under st andi ng and enbraci ng the interconnectedness of
our work as we strive for a fairer, better New York
Cty; that, ladies and gentlenmen is the | egacy of
Audre Lorde. [background comrents] And a shout - out
to Council Menber Rose. Yeah. Yeah. [laughter]
Yeah.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES. Council Menber
Menchaca.

COUNCI L MEMBER MENCHACA: Thank you
Public Advocate. In honor of the LGBT Hi story Mnth,
| want to highlight Patria Jinenez. She's Mexico's
first openly gay nenber of congress, elected in 1998
at the age of 41. She met many col | eagues at t hat
tinme at the Gty Council, like Margarita Lopez and
conpany in Puerto Rico and she conmes in with a very
kinda simlar history to mne; the 9th of 10 children
in a conservative catholic famly, Jinmenez overcane
her owmn famly's prejudices to confront the bigotry
of society at large. She works on issues of
honophobi ¢ vi ol ence, violations of basic rights,
sexual and sexuality education, cultural activismand
awar eness of AIDS and H'V and ot her sexually

transm tted di seases. In addition, she is a | eader
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on donestic violence initiatives and is a supporter
of peace negotiations with the Zapatista rebels in
Chi apas. As a nenber of the national |egislature,

Ji menez works on behal f of sexual minorities and for
t he di spossessed and the voicel ess throughout Mexico.
Ji menez has been a relentless advocate for justice,
pressuring police to reopen investigations on the
deat hs of thousands of openly gay and trans peopl e;
these are the same things we're facing here today in
New York City. In 1992 she was quoted out of an
organi zation that she started, El C oset de Sor Juana
(the Cl oset of Sister Juana) -- "W always took the

opportunity," she says, "to forthrightly declare that
we were | eshians, protesting this and that, because |
believe it is very inportant to get involved within
soci al novenents as | esbi ans, honpbsexual s and
bi sexuals and to work within them |I|ike the
i ndi genous novenent in Mexico, for exanple; that gave
us presence and made us and themrealize that one is
not al one.”

So for her bravery in the fact of

I njustice and for furthering the cause of the LGBT

Mexi cans and really having an inpact around the
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worl d, | honor her and pay tribute. Thank you so
much.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you. |
wanna thank the nmenbers of the LGBT Caucus for that
hi story | esson. And now, back to CGeneral D scussion.
Counci| Menber Chin. Council Menber Vall one.

COUNCI L MEMBER VALLONE: Thank you,
Madane Advocate. | just wanted to let our fell ow
menbers know what a great norning we had; Speaker
Melissa Mark-Viverito and Council Menber Margar et
Chin chaired a conference with AARP, tal king about
the status of seniors in our city and Melissa
unveil ed some wonderful ideas with age-friendly New
York and she commanded a room of professionals that
were all there for ideas and Margaret was on the
panel and it was great to be there and could say the
City Council was ruling the day today, talking about
seniors and what our role will be going forward and
as Chair of the Senior Centers, | was very proud to
be there with both of them Thank you.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES. Council Menber
Cabr er a.

COUNCI L MEMBER CABRERA: Thank you so

much, Madane Public Advocate. Today |I'mintroducing
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a resolution urging the Congress of the United States
to adopt House Resolution 85, the Dom ni can- Aneri can
Heritage Resolution. This resolution would honor the
contributions the Dom ni can- Ameri can conmunity has
made to the United States. \When adopted, [background
coments] this resolution will establish a nationa
nont h of recognition beginning January 21st, the Day
of the Procession of Altagracia through February 27,
t he Domi ni can- Aneri can | ndependence Day. As the son
of a Dom nican father, | take sone personal pride and
satisfaction in numerous acconplishnments of the
Dom ni can community, fromheroes in the field of
sports to heroes of the field of battle, Dom nican-
Aneri cans have established a distinguished record of
service to American life. | think it is also
i mportant to note that Dom ni can- Americans represent
the fasted grow ng Hi spanic popul ation in Anmerica,
are the second | argest Hi spanic popul ation in New
York and the |l argest in Manhattan, though they found
the prom sed | and in The Bronx.

So today we al so pause to reflect on the
life and contribution of one of our great Dom nican
heroes, Oscar de la Renta; | urge ny colleagues to

adopt this resolution. Thank you very mnuch.




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

STATED MEETI NG 109

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.

Counci| Menber R chards.

COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS: | just wanted
to bring to ny coll eagues attention Int 0518, which
is sponsored by nyself and Council Menber Junmaane
Wllianms; it's a bill that will make it unlawful for
a used car dealer to sell a vehicle that has been
recal l ed without meking the necessary repairs. This
bill is sinply about establishing better business
practices throughout the industry and about
protecting consuners. Wen a consuner goes to a
i censed deal ership to purchase a vehicle, it is fair
to have an expectation that what is being sold is in
safe and working condition; therefore, it is
appropriate to hold a |licensed deal er responsi ble for
selling inventory that has been recalled by the
manufacturer; it is unfair to sell the vehicle to and
ultimately pass the costs and liabilities of a
mal functi oni ng autonobile to the consumer. |In order
to deter this type of bad behavior we are proposing
an increase in the penalties for such infractions and
for those who chronically break the | aw, we propose a
revocation of their operating license. This bill

denonstrates our comm tnment to protecting consuners
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and it brings accountability to the industry. No one
is hurt if they are doing the right thing. Thank
you.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Council Menber
Espi nal .

COUNCI L MEMBER ESPI NAL:  Thank you,
Madanme Public Advocate. | wanna rew nd the clock and
tal k about sone intros we passed earlier today; |'m
so conpelled to speak on them | mssed an
opportunity. As the son of Dom nican i nm grants who
came to this country to seek a better life for
t hensel ves, | amvery proud to have voted in favor of
Intros Nos. 0486 and 0487, the | CE detaining
| egislation. Wth the passage of these two pieces of
| egi slation today, the we in this body are taking the
| ead on what | believe is a national human rights
i ssue. For many years | have wi tnessed | CE set up
shops in our city jails to prey on sone of our nost
vul nerabl e i mm grant inmates who have served their
time and expedite theminto federal detention
centers. These imm grants are then separated from
their famlies and oftentinmes transported to states
| i ke Texas and Loui siana without due process of the

law. It is ny hope that this legislation will serve
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as a nodel of other nunicipalities throughout the
country that are also struggling to keep I CE from
targeting its nost vul nerable residents. | would
like to strongly commend our Speaker, Melissa Mark-
Viverito, for pushing forth and prioritizing this
bol d and groundbreaking | egislation and giving a
voice to those that need it nost. Thank you.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you. And
now t he honorary menber of the LGBT Caucus, Counci
Menber Rose.

[l aught er]

COUNCI L MEMBER ROSE: This is gonna be a
surprise to nmy famly; I'mJ[laughter] outed at Cty
Hall. [laughter] [background coments] | don't
know, ny famly...ny boo is not gonna be happy, Rosie.
[ background comrent ]

I wanna first say that the wonen in the
Cty Council are awesone and | guess that really...
[cheers, background comrents, appl ause] especially ny
LGBT wonen. [laughter] And I would really like to
t hank t he Speaker, Council Menber Cunbo, the Wnen's
Caucus and the Wnen's Coomittee for shining a |ight
on the scourge of donestic violence and the health

i ssues that wonen face facing breast cancer. | think
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that the efforts put forth by the wonen in City
Counci | have been phenonenal this nonth and | hope
that it not only has an inpact but it will be an
ongoi ng effort.

And so today | al so speak in support of
Int 0507; I'"'mexcited to introduce this |egislation
wi th Council Menber Kallos to expand the waterfront
advi sory board, giving access to our city waterfronts
is a valued but underused resource for the City and
at our Waterfront Conmttee yesterday we | earned that
there are only five docknmasters to oversee our vast
waterfront. So with the expansion of the waterfront
managenent advi sory board we will be able to better
over see devel opnent on our waterfronts, protect our
waterfront, inprove the overall upkeep and ultimtely
enhance and increase access to our beauti ful
waterfronts, which are the jewels and the crown of
New York City. So please support better nmnanagenent
of and greater access to our waterfronts by signing
on in support of Int 0507. Thank you so nuch.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.
Counci | Menber Mealy.

COUNCI L MEMBER MEALY: Yes, | just would

like torise to let all ny colleagues know that we
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| ost a phenonenal woman of god this week under
Archbi shop Roy E. Brown of Pilgrim Assenbly and under
t he dudanmous [sp?] district, ny Bishop is Robert
Rochford and he just lost his wife on Sunday, Lois L.
Rochford, a strong, phenonenal woman who di d many
things in the community and our conmunity in
Brownsville and East New York, we will mss her and |
just hope that everyone knows that just |osing her we
have |l ost a warrior in our conmunity, wth things
that she had done with having our young people get
singing groups, to nake sure they go to the hospital,
to nmake sure that they do different things,
vol unteer; to know that you have to get on a
communi ty board and she had all her parishioners on
all the community boards in which nei ghborhoods they
lived in. So I know we have | ost soneone that we
will truly, truly never forget and you wll be
hearing fromour church about...l could say about
40, 000 nenbers in the Pilgrim Assenbly, so please
pray for the famly and our church. Thank you.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:. Thank you. And
I'"d like to ask nmy colleagues to join nme and Counci
Menbers G bson, Barron and Cunbo and sign onto Int

No. 0517, a bill that woul d devote i nformati on and
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city services to address coll ege sexual assault; this
bill is part of a |arger policy and | egislative
proposal that ny office has been working on for
several nmonths; the goal of our efforts is to
guar antee that students attending any coll ege or
university in New York City can be assured of the
nost basi ¢ and necessary services to conbat and
respond to col | ege sexual assaults; the bill is one
step in helping to provide the tools to coll eges and
universities to achieve that and I |look forward to
the oversight hearing on this issue on Cctober 27th.
| wanna thank the Speaker and mny col | eagues, Counci
Menbers G bson, Barron, Cunmbo and Mealy for working
with me on this office [sic]. And now Council Menber
Mendez.

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: Thank you, Madane
Public Advocate. | just wanna rise today and speak
about one of ny predecessors, Marion Friedl ander; she
served on the Cty Council for 18 years, from 1973 to
1991; she lost her seat after redistricting; she was
an incredible voice for the LGT community and this
weekend we co-nanmed a street after her and she
created, had the Wwman's Conmittee created here in

the Gty Council and she got the word "council man" to
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be called council nenber, so even if you were a wonman
you were still called a councilmn. So during this
nonth, the LGBT History Month and for Donestic
Vi ol ence Month, for everything that she did for
wonen, for tenants and for the LGBT conmunity, | just
wanna give her a shout-out. Thank you.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you. And
now t he Speaker, Melissa Mark-Viverito to cl ose.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO So | wanna thank
the LABT Caucus for rem nding us that October is LGBT
Awar eness Month and we've heard sone great
recognition of some of those that are LGBT nenbers in
our conmunity and the contributions. | also am
rem nded, unfortunately, of the continued struggle
that we nust engage in. Unfortunately, although we
see sonme great advancenents across different states
in this country for the advancenent of marriage
equality and for equal justice for all, we
unfortunately have seen a setback, tenporary setback
in Puerto Rico, where unfortunately sonme of our
judges are not as enlightened and we have a Puerto
Rico federal court judge just yesterday that
di sm ssed a sane-sex marriage |lawsuit on the island.

Hs nane is U S District Court Judge Juan Perez-
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G menez, who had this lovely quote in his decision.
"Utimately the very survival of the political order
depends upon the procreative potential enbodied in
traditional marriage." Those are his words. |It's
very enbarrassing, to be honest, as a Puerto Ri can,
to hear that kind of |anguage spewed by a judge to
deny equal rights to couples on the island. So that
is a tenmporary setback; it is a remnder, during this
nmonth in particular that the fight for justice
continues; there will be an appeal, obviously to that
case; it wll be taken to Boston to be heard and
hopefully we will prevail.

So thank you all for the work that you
do, to the LGBT Caucus for rem nding of us of the
acconpl i shnments of many that have contributed to our
city and to our nation and with that, thank you all;
have a great afternoon, colleagues and it is just
about 3: 40.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: The Bl ack, Latino
and Asian Caucus is neeting after Stated in the Red
Room and we are now adj our ned.

[ gavel ]

[ backgr ound commrent s]
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