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T H E  C O U N C I L

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

         Hon. Julissa Ferreras, Chair

   April 29, 2014

Int. 193
By Council Member Ferreras (by Request of the Mayor)
SUBJECT:




A Local Law To amend the administrative code of

the city of New York, in relation to amending the district plan of the Kings Highway business improvement district to authorize additional services and modify existing services for the district.

INTRODUCTION
        This proposed local law would amend the district plan of the Kings Highway business improvement district to authorize additional services and modify existing services for  the district. This change would be effective immediately and shall be retroactive to and deemed to have been in full force and effect as of January 1, 2014.

ANALYSIS:
Pursuant to § 25-410(b) of the Administrative Code, a BID may make amendments to its District Plan to: 1)  provide  for  additional improvements  or services; 2) provide for a change in the method of assessment upon which the district charge is based; or 3) increase the amount to  be  expended  annually  for  improvements,  services, and maintenance by means of the adoption of a local law amending the BID’s district plan.  Such a local law may be adopted by the City Council after a determination that it is in the public interest to authorize such change, and that the tax and debt limits prescribed in section 25-412 of the Administrative Code will not be exceeded.  Notice of the hearing on this local law must be published in at least one newspaper having general circulation in the district specifying the time and the place where the hearing will be held and a summary of the District Plan Amendment. 

                Although this is the only relevant legal requirement for the provision of notice prior to the Council approving the BID, the Finance Committee Chair has informed the Department of Business Services that it desires written notices of the District Plan Amendment. 



On April 10, 2014, the City Council adopted Proposed Resolution 133-A, which set today, April 29, 2013 as the hearing date to consider amendments to the Kings Highway BID’s district plan.

Plan Amendment

In 2003, New York City changed the law to transfer responsibility for maintenance and repair of sidewalks from the City to property owners (pursuant to § 7-210 of the New  York City 2003 Administrative Code).  The Kings Highway BID proposes to amend its District Plan to delete provisions requiring the BIDs to maintain brick pavers along the sidewalk in these districts. The changes in the District Plan would have no impact on the property owners’ obligations under current law; however, it would remove potential liability for the BIDs.  In essence, since the 2003 law, the property owners are paying double in liability insurance in the maintenance of their sidewalks: first as property owners and second as BID members.  Additional changes to service provisions in the District Plans are nominal.
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