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To amend the administrative code of the city of 

New York, in relation to forbidding obstructions on designated portions of Main Street, Roosevelt Avenue and Kissena Boulevard in downtown Flushing.
 
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends subdivision a of section 19-136 of the administrative code of the city of New York by adding new paragraphs 29, 30, and 31

October 30, 2003
Introduction

On October 30, 2003, the Committee on Transportation, chaired by Council Member John C. Liu will hold a hearing on Int. No. 586.  Int. No. 586 would amend subdivision a of section 19-136 of the administrative code of the city of New York by adding new paragraphs 29, 30, and 31. 
Background

Subdivision a of section 19-136 of the administrative code of the city of New York was enacted by Local Law Number 104 of 1993 in order to regulate the placement of goods, wares and merchandise on city sidewalks.  It prohibits home and building owners from placing such goods for sale more than three feet in front of their respective buildings, and prohibits building owners from granting or leasing these rights to any other party.  In certain parts of the city, it prohibits any placement of goods outside of the home or building in question.   

Int. No. 586 seeks to add three locations to the list of areas where any placement of goods is prohibited.  Economic development along these streets has been a priority of the community, the Council, and the Administration.  However, some feel that the goods placed in front of stores and commercial buildings inhibits and endangers pedestrian traffic and degrades the appearance and cleanliness of the area.

Analysis


The amendment to the existing statute affected by Int. No. 586 is to subdivision a of section 19-136.  Subdivision a of section 19-136 allows building owners to place goods for sale in the space extending up to three feet from the building line.  Paragraph one prevents any placement of goods in front of a building that faces a street market without a permit from the Commissioner of the New York City Department of Small Business Services.  Paragraph two regulates the permissible loading and unloading of such goods.  Paragraph three relates to household furniture placed in this area while it is being moved.  Paragraph four limits the sale of seasonal plants.  Paragraphs five through twenty-eight prohibit any placement of goods for sale on sidewalks in specific areas of the city.

Section one of the bill adds three paragraphs, the first being new paragraph 29 that would require that "such an obstruction is hereby forbidden from the building line on Main Street between Northern Boulevard and Franklin Avenue in the borough of Queens, including from the building line of such properties extending onto intersecting streets."  The second paragraph added, paragraph 30, extends such prohibitions to Roosevelt Avenue between Union Street and College Point Boulevard in the borough of Queens and the third paragraph, new paragraph 31, extends such prohibitions to Kissena Boulevard between 41st Avenue and Barclay Avenue in the borough of Queens.  Both prohibitions contained in paragraphs thirty and thirty-one also include the areas from the building line of such property extending onto intersecting streets.  The sale of goods is prohibited on any sidewalk property that is within a lot that lies adjacent to Main Street, Roosevelt Avenue, or Kissena Boulevard, even if that sidewalk property is directly adjacent to a street intersecting the primary street and not the primary street itself, as happens on corner lots.  This would effectively prohibit a captured corner property owner from simply moving his or her goods off the main street upon which such display is prohibited and simply placing those goods on the intersecting street corner, thereby still creating a hazard.

Section two of the bill requires this local law to take effect immediately. 
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