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          1  CONTRACTS AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

          2                 CHAIRPERSON SANDERS: This Committee

          3  will now come into session. This joint committee, I

          4  should say.

          5                 We've been blessed to share the day

          6  with Chair Robert Jackson and the Committee on

          7  Contracts. Of course, my name is Councilman James

          8  Sanders, Jr., and I am the Chair of the Committee on

          9  Economic Development. We have a number of

         10  Councilpeople joining us, and will join us. It is

         11  necessary to note that this is the first day of the

         12  Transit strike, and the Council is coming in by all

         13  kinds of means. We're bicycling in, we are walking,

         14  we are doing all kinds of stuff, and I assure you

         15  that we are car pooling, and I trust we are.

         16                 We are here at a very historic date,

         17  and I think that it is good to put things on the

         18  record. We're here at a historic date where from my

         19  own view, the concept of justice is coming back to

         20  New York City, at least in terms of the procurement

         21  policies of the City of New York.

         22                 New York City has been too wrong for

         23  too long on this issue, and it's been a question of

         24  is justice delayed equal to justice being denied?

         25                 I would argue, yes. I would argue
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          2  that since small businesses are the businesses that

          3  hire most people in New York City, and it is also a

          4  fact that small businesses usually tend to hire

          5  people who look like them. Just a fact of the

          6  ground, I am not making them up, this is the facts

          7  as we understand them.

          8                 If you failed to have minority

          9  businesses flourish, then they're not going to be

         10  able to hire so-called minority people, and under

         11  those conditions you're going to start seeing large

         12  pockets of people.

         13                 I would argue that one of the reasons

         14  that we see such large populations standing on

         15  street corners when it is time for work is because

         16  of this fact.

         17                 Now, it is necessary to note that the

         18  previous administration, who I'm going to be kind

         19  enough not to name, Giuliani, the previous

         20  administration had such a, I'll be kind to them,

         21  they had an ideological, the word hatred seems to

         22  come to mind quickly, they had an ideological

         23  problem with the idea of affirmative action. They

         24  felt that it was a question of the market. That the

         25  free hand of the market will solve everything, and

                                                            5

          1  CONTRACTS AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

          2  if we can get rid of these artificial impediments

          3  that they took to understand as affirmative action,

          4  the market would correct itself and justice would

          5  spring forth. And I think I put their argument in

          6  the best light.

          7                 You can make other arguments, counter

          8  arguments against that.

          9                 It didn't happen in New York City.

         10  Instead, you had a situation where the Community

         11  Service Society has noted in a recent study that

         12  roughly 43 percent of black men in working age were

         13  unemployed, and the figures are equally dismal with

         14  women and Latinos, et cetera.

         15                 So, the City Council had to do

         16  something about this.

         17                 We are the direct representatives of

         18  the people. If the people are hurting, it is and it

         19  should be the responsibility of the City Council to

         20  respond first.

         21                 We took our mission very, very

         22  seriously. Under the direction, in fact, under the

         23  unflagging enthusiasm of Council Member Una Clarke,

         24  who kept the concept alive of doing a disparity

         25  study, so we can find out what is the problem in New

                                                            6

          1  CONTRACTS AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

          2  York City, what is the depth of the problem and what

          3  we should do about this problem.

          4                 Now, as you may know, the Supreme

          5  Court of this land has said, yes, you can do

          6  affirmative action, if you can count how many angels

          7  can dance on the head of a pin, and things of this

          8  nature. I'm joking, of course, but I'm saying that

          9  they made the standards so high, it was almost

         10  impossible to do. Yet, the City Council has been

         11  blessed. We have done the dang near impossible and

         12  have brought in one of the finest organizations, the

         13  Mason Tillman, Incorporated, to do the study that

         14  created the disparity study, and therefore has led

         15  us to this date.

         16                 Now, I have been really blessed among

         17  Councilpeople that I was given the permission to

         18  spearhead this. This came out of the Economic

         19  Development Committee. We were given a mission to

         20  spearhead all of these things, spearhead the study

         21  bringing all of the people together, to work with

         22  the administration, to do all of these different

         23  things and I really want to thank my colleagues in

         24  the Council and especially, especially to thank the

         25  members of the Committee for bearing with me,
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          2  putting up with me and struggling to see the type of

          3  justice that all New Yorkers richly deserve.

          4                 So, I really wanted to take that

          5  moment to thank them. As a matter of fact, since

          6  we're on the record, every Council Member as they

          7  wish will have a moment to speak on this issue.

          8                 So, we finally, after much, many,

          9  many arguments, large, small, round and square, have

         10  come up with a proposed introduction that we believe

         11  will be signed into law on the 29th of December.

         12                 The MWBE legislation will be the law

         13  of the land again.

         14                 Now, this legislation is not without

         15  its detracters, and they, as every other New Yorker,

         16  have every full right. I would concede that it is

         17  not a perfect legislation, but then, again, there

         18  are no perfect people.

         19                 I will concede that there is more

         20  work to do in this field, and that this legislation

         21  should start, should only be a beginning, but,

         22  again, the journey of a thousand miles begins with

         23  that first step. We must begin.

         24                 We must commit ourselves to ensure

         25  there is but one New York City, and that New York
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          2  City is open to all who want to participate in it.

          3                 So, with that, I want to thank all of

          4  the Committee members, but I certainly want to thank

          5  one of my colleagues in struggle here, the Chair of

          6  the Contracts Committee, Robert Jackson, who grabbed

          7  this at a very necessary point and has been

          8  wrestling with it and spending more hours than I'm

          9  sure he would like to admit on this issue. So, I

         10  wanted to take that moment to thank you and to see

         11  if you had any comments. But first, let me say that

         12  we have been joined, of course, by Economic

         13  Committee Members Tish James, Council Member Tish

         14  James, and Council Member Yvette Clarke. We've also

         15  been joined by Contract Committee Member Dr. Kendall

         16  Stewart. And I will remind you, Doctor, if anyone

         17  gets sick, let's see a little bit more response than

         18  we saw the other day.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Mr. Chair, I

         20  would just like to know all of those folks who

         21  walked over the bridge, I am available to take care

         22  of them right now.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON SANDERS: Well, I

         24  appreciate as one of those people who walked over

         25  the bridge, I remember that we had a person choking
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          2  in front of us the other day, Dr. Stewart, and you

          3  were the last person to respond. I'm clear, but

          4  seemingly your oath would have propelled you to be

          5  the first person, but then again you're a

          6  podiatrist, I understand; is that true?

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Well, sir, in

          8  an emergency, when someone is choking, you do not do

          9  anything unless they stop breathing.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON SANDERS: Well, I'm sure

         11  that brought great comfort to her to know that you

         12  were going to go by the book on her choking.

         13                 So, I want to stop there and see if

         14  my colleague, Council Member and Chair Robert

         15  Jackson would care to say anything.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Thank you. Thank

         17  you, Council Member Sanders.

         18                 It is indeed a pleasure, as a team

         19  mate of yours, you know, when you run a race, when

         20  you run a marathon, or you run a team sports like

         21  four by 22, you have to pass the baton on to someone

         22  else, you depend on that individual to make it to

         23  that point in order to pass the baton on

         24  effectively, and I will just say that you have

         25  passed the baton on to me and I'm carrying it this
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          2  far, and then I'm going to turn it over to someone

          3  else, in order to run the last leg.

          4                 So, it's important that as a team

          5  that we work together in order to achieve our goal,

          6  and I think that considering what we're doing I

          7  think we're going to achieve that goal.

          8                 And, so, I appreciate everything that

          9  you have done all the way up from the beginning up

         10  until now with respects to all of the leg work and

         11  all of the hundreds of hours that you have spent on

         12  this personally, as far as the Chair of the Economic

         13  Development Committee, and dealing with all of the

         14  contractors and subcontractors and all of the other

         15  people that were interested in this legislation over

         16  a long period of time.

         17                 I was not directly involved, as you

         18  were. I was one of the many members of the Black,

         19  Latino and Asian Caucus who it appeared at times

         20  heard reports from you updating us, so you were the

         21  one that did all of the leg work, and I'm just

         22  carrying on one of the last legs of the journey. So,

         23  I appreciate everything that you have done.

         24                 In fact, if you were not here, I

         25  don't know if you would have gotten this far.
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          2  Because you were one that was insistent that we move

          3  this forward, and I will say that's very much

          4  appreciated on behalf of all of the people in New

          5  York City and all of the people who are going to be

          6  served by this legislation.

          7                 But what I would like to do is I

          8  would like to read to everyone -- before I begin, if

          9  anyone wish to speak on any of the items today, you

         10  can just sign up with Jerry, our Sergeant-At-Arms in

         11  the back, so you'll have an opportunity to speak.

         12                 Good morning, and welcome to this

         13  hearing and Committee on Contracts and joint with

         14  Economic Development. Today we will be voting on a

         15  couple of items, five bills that together will

         16  ensure that --  good afternoon, and welcome to this

         17  historic joint meeting of the City Council's

         18  Committee on Contracts and its Committee on Economic

         19  Development.

         20                 I chair the Contracts Committee, and

         21  my colleague, James Sanders, Jr., Chair the Economic

         22  Development Committee.

         23                 Today the Contracts Committee will

         24  consider proposed Intro. No. 727-A, a bill that

         25  would amend both the Charter and the Administrative
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          2  Code to establish Citywide programs that would

          3  enhance opportunities for Minority and Women-owned

          4  Business Enterprises, commonly known as MWBEs in

          5  City contracting. I expect the Committee will vote

          6  on the measure today.

          7                 I say this is a historic day because

          8  the City of New York, incredibly enough has not had

          9  a working MWBE program for over ten years and we

         10  will begin filling the gap, the gaping hole today by

         11  passing this bill out of Committee.

         12                 In January 2005, the Council released

         13  the results of a study it commissioned regarding the

         14  participation of Minority and Woman-owned Business

         15  Enterprises in City contracting, known as a

         16  disparity study. The study was conducted by Mason

         17  Tillman and Associates. Their firm, with a wealth of

         18  knowledge and experience in conducting such studies.

         19                 To no one's surprise, the results

         20  indicated that MWBEs generally were not relative to

         21  their capacity and availability in the City

         22  marketplace, receiving a fair share of City

         23  contracts.

         24                 In response to the study's finding,

         25  members of the City Council introduced Intro. No.
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          2  727. Intro. 727-A creates a strong, defensible and

          3  responsible MWBE program designed to address the

          4  disparities indicated in the Mason Tillman Disparity

          5  study.

          6                 This bill has been a long time, and

          7  some would say too long in coming. And I remain

          8  eager to work with the Mayor to put the bill's

          9  principles to work.

         10                 Indeed, we will be watching very,

         11  very closely. It is vital to the success of the

         12  program that the City Council actively monitor and

         13  oversee this law.

         14                 And all the other members were

         15  introduced. Tish James from Brooklyn, Kendall

         16  Stewart of Brooklyn, Yvette Clarke of Brooklyn and

         17  John Liu of Queens and Council Member James Sanders

         18  of Queens and myself from Manhattan.

         19                 With that, I would like to open up

         20  the comments to my colleagues, Council Member Yvette

         21  Clarke, for preliminary statements.

         22                 Council Member Clarke.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you very

         24  much, Mr. Chair.

         25                 Today is truly a historic day for a
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          2  number of reasons, many of which are unfolding as we

          3  sit here, in so many different ways, and quite

          4  frankly, I kind of see a nexus in all that is taking

          5  place around me, but I'm going to concentrate at

          6  this point in time on this legislation.

          7                 I have been a member of both the

          8  Economic Development and Contracts Committee, and I

          9  had requested those assignments specifically because

         10  of this legislation, specifically knowing that at

         11  some point in time during our tenure here at the New

         12  York City Council, this day would be.

         13                 And it's been a long road because I

         14  can recall the history, when we talk about just

         15  acquiring the funds to have a disparity study done

         16  and putting that in the budget, and then the process

         17  it took to go about procuring an organization to

         18  conduct a study in our Economic Development

         19  Committee, and then to have the study finally

         20  released, it's been a long time in coming.

         21                 And what the study indicated was

         22  something that many people throughout this City knew

         23  almost implicitly, and that is that our communities

         24  had not significantly seen the growth of our

         25  businesses because the obligation that government

                                                            15

          1  CONTRACTS AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

          2  has to be a partner with small business was not

          3  being met in the women and minority community with

          4  respect to businesses, that every conceivable

          5  obstacle that could be put in one's place, in terms

          6  of business practice, this City had been a

          7  participant in. And we knew that we couldn't allow

          8  this to continue.

          9                 For the healthy growth and

         10  development of our City, it was important that

         11  sunshine be brought to this issue, to this concern,

         12  that some disinfectant be put on what this infection

         13  that was spreading from generation to generation,

         14  and hence we have this legislation today.

         15                 And while it doesn't satisfy the

         16  needs of everyone as of yet, the one thing that I

         17  would like to leave with those who were concerned

         18  about what this legislation will bring forth and who

         19  will be included and who will be excluded, that I

         20  don't believe that there is any exclusions. That I

         21  believe that a rising tide floats all boats, and if

         22  you were the one closest to the shore, you will

         23  certainly get out to sea. But those of us who were

         24  dry-docked for so long, now have an opportunity to

         25  have our trailers pulled to the shore as a result of
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          2  this legislation.

          3                 It is our role, my colleagues, to

          4  closely monitor this, and all the good will that has

          5  been extended in negotiating what we have thus far.

          6                 It's also important that we continue

          7  to talk about this legislation in our communities,

          8  because we've already sort of predicted that there

          9  will be many, in this City, many interests in the

         10  City that will not be happy that we brought this

         11  legislation forward, that will seek to disparage the

         12  study that brought it into fruition and may even

         13  seek to take it to court.

         14                 It's our hope that that won't be the

         15  case. But if it is, we need to be sure that our

         16  communities are clear on the provisions of this

         17  legislation and what it will mean for this entire

         18  City when in fact this administration, this City,

         19  because legislation like this transcends

         20  administrations, quite frankly, but when we embrace

         21  this and really put it into practice, that again, we

         22  will be reflecting the will, the desires, the dreams

         23  and aspirations of so many New Yorkers who have been

         24  denied all of these many years.

         25                 So, I'm really proud that we've
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          2  reached this point today, Mr. Chairs. I want to

          3  thank both of you for your stewardship over this

          4  very, very important legislation and concern within

          5  our City and I cannot be more gratified in seeing us

          6  reach this point today, and I look forward to our

          7  continued vigilance with respect to this

          8  legislation.

          9                 Thank you, Mr. Chairs.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON SANDERS: Well put,

         11  Council Member.

         12                 Council Member Liu.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Thank you,

         14  Chairman Sanders. I think Yvette Clarke already said

         15  everything that was relevant, so I will just ditto

         16  her comments. But I will emphasize that this is the

         17  Minority and Women-Owned Business Enterprise Program

         18  legislation, and the intent is to address a

         19  disparity that clearly exists. A disparity that

         20  where we see minority and women-owned enterprises

         21  not having the same kind of economic and contracting

         22  opportunities as all the other businesses do.

         23                 So, there are those who still have

         24  their blinders on and call this a quota system. This

         25  is not a quota system, this is a way where we are
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          2  working to eliminate a disparity, a disparity that

          3  should not exist, but unfortunately does exist.

          4                 And, so, we're looking to eliminate

          5  the overall disparity for women and minority-owned

          6  businesses.

          7                 And my colleagues, I will also

          8  continue to state that there are some concerns that

          9  have been raised by Asian and Latino businesses, and

         10  advocacy organizations, and the concerns are, the

         11  concerns do have some legitimacy, but there is no

         12  reason why we should hold back this legislation.

         13                 This legislation makes it better for

         14  Minority and Women-Owned Businesses in general and

         15  does not in any way hold back or eliminate or limit

         16  opportunities for Asian and Latino-Owned businesses.

         17                 Perhaps there's more that we can do

         18  for Asian and Latino-owned businesses, and we will

         19  continue to address and monitor that situation over

         20  the next 12 months, and that's a provision that has

         21  been added to this. But at the same time, those

         22  concerns, how ever valid, should not hold back this

         23  legislation. I'm very proud to stand with all my

         24  colleagues here, and I want to thank Councilman

         25  Sanders for putting forth this legislation, and
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          2  Chairman Jackson for putting this to a vote today.

          3                 Thank you.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON SANDERS: Thank you.

          5                 We've been joined, of course, by

          6  Council Member David Yassky of Brooklyn. Of course,

          7  Council Member Yassky has another Committee hearing

          8  and has requested from me, Mr. Chair, the ability to

          9  vote.

         10                 I did want to add that, Council

         11  Member Liu, I've been told that you rode your

         12  bicycle from Queens to Manhattan today; is that

         13  true, sir?

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: I think it's a

         15  testament to your leadership and Councilman

         16  Jackson's leadership that we were able to achieve

         17  quorum so we can vote on this important bill today,

         18  however difficult it was for members to get to City

         19  Hall.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON SANDERS: Well, I

         21  appreciate your kind remarks, sir. But I think it

         22  has more to do with your commitment to the people of

         23  New York, with your commitment to seeing that

         24  justice takes place in New York.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Just don't blame
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          2  me for the shut down.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON SANDERS: Although, you

          4  are Chair of Transportation.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: I just said,

          6  please don't blame me for the shutdown.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON SANDERS: I did not blame

          8  you, sir. I was merely pointing out that you are

          9  Chair of Transportation, and if the City's business

         10  shut down, I would take responsibility, which brings

         11  me back to a point, Council Member Liu.

         12                 I applaud you for raising many points

         13  that made this bill stronger. You raised the

         14  concerns of many communities that felt that they

         15  were not being as touched as needed, and it only

         16  made the bill stronger, so you were a very necessary

         17  point that has gotten us to this and it's only

         18  necessary to say publicly that your position were

         19  biting yet incisive, sir, and at the end of the day

         20  has made the bill a stronger thing.

         21                 Chair Jackson.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: If there are no

         23  other preliminary statements, I'd like to call --

         24  Doctor, do you have a preliminary statement?

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Well, Mr.
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          2  Chair, I want to thank you.

          3                 This, today, is a very important day

          4  for us in terms of this bill, and I am particularly

          5  proud to know that we have moved from executive

          6  order to a law.

          7                 It means then that we are not going

          8  to leave it up to the whims of who the

          9  Administration is, as far as this is concerned, as

         10  far as helping minority and woman-owned businesses.

         11  It means then that there's something that's there

         12  that will structurally make a difference in terms of

         13  helping minority and women-owned businesses.

         14                 I am particularly proud to know that

         15  we have leaders who basically focus on the concept

         16  of the solution rather than the problem, and in

         17  terms of going forth and making sure that we find a

         18  way of really finding the solution, and not continue

         19  to talk about the problem and continue to be talking

         20  about a problem.

         21                 We found the solution. The solution

         22  may not be the best solution, but it's a solution

         23  that everyone here can be proud of.

         24                 Also, I am also proud of your

         25  leadership, Mr. Chair, of the fact that we now are
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          2  going to give some form of accountability of what we

          3  are doing. And I'm proud to be a member of the

          4  Contracts Committee, which means then that we can

          5  say that we have done something for minority and

          6  woman-owned businesses, something that has been

          7  alluding us for years. And I want to say thank you,

          8  and let's continue the good work. Thank you very

          9  much.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Thank you,

         11  Council member.

         12                 Any other preliminary statements,

         13  anyone? Okay. With that I'd like to call the first

         14  witness, Lorena Robinson-Saeed from Lorshel, Inc.

         15                 Good morning. Hi, Lorena, you made it

         16  down. Good afternoon, rather.

         17                 Thank you. Go ahead. The floor is

         18  yours.

         19                 MS. ROBINSON-SAEED: Thank you. I want

         20  to first of all say I'm Lorena Robinson-Saeed from

         21  Lorshel, Inc., I have a construction management firm

         22  based in Harlem, 135th Street. I am a certified

         23  MWBE. And getting all of that out of the way, I want

         24  to say thank you to this Committee and to these

         25  Council people. You guys have really followed this
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          2  through. I've been here, this is my third time here.

          3  The first time I was angry, the second time I was

          4  concerned, and now I can breathe. I can certainly

          5  breathe a little easier.

          6                 I know that nothing is perfect, but I

          7  also know that we have to crawl before we can walk,

          8  and we have to walk before we can run. We've already

          9  crawled and now we're walking. So, I'm thankful for

         10  everyone's efforts. And I've seen the same faces

         11  every time I've come here I've seen Councilwoman

         12  James, Councilman Stewart, Councilwoman Clarke, I've

         13  seen Councilman Liu, and, of course, the two

         14  chairmans. And this is the first time I've seen this

         15  gentleman, and I think he wanted to say something

         16  but he didn't get an opportunity to, Councilman

         17  Yassky.

         18                 I just cannot tell you how important

         19  this legislation is.

         20                 It is the difference between able to

         21  continue business in this City that is my home. I'm

         22  not an import. I was born on 134th Street. I lived

         23  in Brooklyn on Hampton Place between St. John's and

         24  Sterling. I went to school in Staten Island. I live

         25  and own property in the Bronx. I keep my business in
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          2  Manhattan on 135th Street. This is my home, and I

          3  had been pushed to the point where I was beginning

          4  to look outside of not only New York City, but New

          5  York State, to just try and keep my business alive,

          6  until the lightbulb went off in somebody's head and

          7  said, you know, there's an inequity here. So I thank

          8  you and I thank you and I thank you, and I ask God

          9  to bless you and to continue to bless you, and I

         10  thank God for the blessings that he is going to give

         11  me, has given me as a result, just a recognition

         12  that there is inequity in the City, there has been,

         13  and that this legislation will begin to address

         14  that.

         15                 Other than that, thank you.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: You're welcome.

         17                 MS. ROBINSON-SAEED: And thank you.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON SANDERS: I do want to

         19  point out that you mentioned every borough but you

         20  left one out. You have neither --

         21                 MS. ROBINSON-SAEED: Oh, I lived in

         22  Queens.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON SANDERS: Oh, all right.

         24                 MS. ROBINSON-SAEED: Actually, my

         25  grandmother came here from Newburg, North Carolina.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON SANDERS: Okay.

          3                 MS. ROBINSON-SAEED: She bought

          4  property in Harlem and she bought property in

          5  Queens. So, we lived on Farmers Boulevard --

          6                 CHAIRPERSON SANDERS: Yes.

          7                 MS. ROBINSON-SAEED: Okay? I was born

          8  134th Street, and we lived on Farmers Boulevard,

          9  Hampton Place in Brooklyn, Bowling Street in Staten

         10  Island. What did I forget? I got 'em all, right? And

         11  Bronx. On Tenbrook Avenue in the Bronx. And my

         12  daughter was born in the Bronx 33 years ago.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON SANDERS: How can that be

         14  when you're 33?

         15                 MS. ROBINSON-SAEED: You know, it was

         16  a miracle.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON SANDERS: Yes, indeed.

         18                 MS. ROBINSON-SAEED: It was a miracle.

         19                 So, we have lived, and my family has

         20  lived in this City all our lives, all my life. We

         21  have generation upon generation upon generation

         22  here. And I believe that as a result of this

         23  legislation, I may not have to leave, because trust

         24  me, I was thinking about leaving. I went down to

         25  Charlottsville, Virginia. But I'm home.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON SANDERS: Thank you.

          3                 MS. ROBINSON-SAEED: I'm glad to be

          4  here. I cannot thank you enough for following this

          5  through, for being tenacious, for fighting a battle

          6  that I needed fought, and I know without a doubt

          7  that if I have a problem, or I have a concern around

          8  this issue. I can come to any one of you and seek

          9  your help and resolution.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON SANDERS: Thank you very

         11  much.

         12                 Well, Ms. Robinson-Saeed, the proof

         13  is going to be in the pudding, and so we're going to

         14  hopefully taste it within the near future. If not,

         15  then we have to put it back in the mix and make sure

         16  it tastes good.

         17                 MS. ROBINSON-SAEED: That's right, put

         18  that little extra vanilla in it.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON SANDERS: Thank you very

         20  much. With that I want to -- yes, Council Member

         21  James.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Ms. Saeed, two

         23  things come to mind. You said you were blessed, but

         24  something else comes to mind, black doesn't crack.

         25                 MS. ROBINSON-SAEED: No, it don't. No,
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          2  it don't.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: That's why you

          4  look so absolutely fabulous.

          5                 Another thing that comes to mind is a

          6  song by Mihalia Jackson, God Bless The Child That

          7  Has Its Own.

          8                 MS. ROBINSON-SAEED: That's right.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: And so it's

         10  really important that we continue to develop wealth

         11  in the African-American community and Caribbean

         12  communities. And that in order for us to address the

         13  high rate of unemployment of people of color, we

         14  have to promote business within our community.

         15  That's the only way to do it.

         16                 So, God bless the child that has its

         17  own.

         18                 MS. ROBINSON-SAEED: Absolutely.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: And though this

         20  bill is certainly not perfect, the reality is that

         21  we had to develop a race-conscious remedy to the

         22  disparities that exist in the City of New York, and

         23  this study demonstrates that disparities existing in

         24  the contracting practices in the City of New York,

         25  and it's unfortunate that in 2005, we are still
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          2  talking about disparities and the issues of race and

          3  racism.

          4                 So, congratulations and may you

          5  continue to thrive and may you continue to develop

          6  wealth in the City of New York, because as you grow,

          7  we all grow.

          8                 Bless you.

          9                 MS. ROBINSON-SAEED: Thank you. And

         10  thank you for your passion.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Thank you,

         12  Council Member James.

         13                 Okay, with that, we're going to call

         14  the roll. Please call the roll.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Proposed Intro. 727-A.

         16  Council Member Jackson.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Yes.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Mr. Chairs,

         20  may I just take a moment?

         21                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Sure, go ahead.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: I just wanted

         23  to really let folks know that this was a team

         24  effort. There were a lot of folks, both in the

         25  forefront that you could see, but it's the folks
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          2  behind the scenes that you don't see that really

          3  continue to carry the ball when we are stomping our

          4  feet and when we're protesting and when we're doing

          5  press conferences.

          6                 And I just would like to highlight

          7  two individuals, even though there were many more

          8  folks involved, I would like to highlight Ms.

          9  Beverley Reed, former Counsel to the Economic

         10  Development Committee, and Mr. Robert Newman,

         11  Counsel to the Contracts Committee, because we

         12  roughed those two people up on a consistent basis

         13  and they remained very composed, very focused, and

         14  really enabled us to see the day-to-day. So, I want

         15  to publicly thank both of them for being steadfast

         16  in understanding where we were coming from and

         17  recognizing that our passion wasn't misplaced, that

         18  we really, really felt this was an important issue

         19  for the City, and they responded in kind.

         20                 Having said that, Mr. Chairs, I vote

         21  emphatically aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Yes.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Mr. Chair, I

          4  just want to first of all congratulate you -- well,

          5  Mr. Chair Sanders, and Mr. Chair Jackson. But this

          6  is one of, I think, the most important bills that

          7  we've considered and passed, as we're about to, in

          8  the four years we've been here.

          9                 I know everyone here has spoken to

         10  the amount of effort that went into it, but it took,

         11  to iron this out took an extraordinary effort on

         12  behalf of both your parts, and I really want to

         13  thank you on my behalf an on behalf of my

         14  constituents.

         15                 Perfect? Of course not. Do I have any

         16  doubt that it will cause significant progress? I

         17  don't. I'm convinced that it will, and I think it's

         18  something that we can be real proud of. So, I thank

         19  you, Chairs.

         20                 I vote aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of five in

         22  the affirmative, zero in the negative and no

         23  abstentions, the item is adopted. Council Members,

         24  please sign the Committee reports.

         25                 Thank you.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: For the

          3  information of the people that are here, this was

          4  only a vote in the Contracts Committee and not

          5  Economic Development. That's why the other members

          6  of the Economic Development -- symbolic vote.

          7                 Economic Committee Chair Sanders.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON SANDERS: Absolutely, yes.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Council Member

         10  James.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Let me kudos to

         12  the Counsel, Mr. Newman, for our countless days

         13  where we argued over the Crosin Decision, to

         14  Beverley, in her absence, my constituent,

         15  congratulations. And as the kids say on the street,

         16  two thumbs up, yes.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Council Member

         18  Clarke. She's a member of both Committees.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: I get to speak

         20  again. Just the moment I wanted to take.

         21                 Mr. Chairs, I just wanted to also, I

         22  know I voted already, but I wanted to just sort of

         23  get us to reflect a bit on this Transit strike, and,

         24  you know, we have to be race specific in this

         25  legislation, because unfortunately there are a lot
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          2  of folks within our society that don't want to deal

          3  with the issue of race, and we're seeing a lot of

          4  stuff coming to fruition right now in this time and

          5  in this place because we haven't really confronted

          6  it, and when you look at the dynamics of what's

          7  happening right now with the Transit workers, who

          8  they look like, and then you look at the members of

          9  the Board of the MTA and you look at who they look

         10  like, and then you look at the fact that two

         11  reasonable, very intelligent leaders have not been

         12  able to really address some concerns that, have

         13  concerns that will impact on generations to come,

         14  then we have to listen to the dialogue in the public

         15  about who is right and who is wrong. I think we need

         16  to begin to address what's happening in our City

         17  when it comes to race. I think we need to begin to

         18  really have the conversations that perhaps they've

         19  already had in South Africa about reconciliation.

         20  Because there is a lot going on in this town. There

         21  are a lot of folks that are experiencing their own

         22  private Katrinas, and for some reason, unless there

         23  is a big flood coming through this town, we don't

         24  see to want to acknowledge it in its reality.

         25                 So, I wanted to put that in the
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          2  context of the spark of light that we've developed

          3  here today in terms of this legislation, and hope

          4  that this legislation will get people to begin to

          5  have some real conversations about how people are

          6  treated in our City and in our State and in our

          7  nation.

          8                 And so, Mr. Chairs, I just want to

          9  say one more time, emphatically aye.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON SANDERS: I do want to

         11  commend you, Council Member Clarke, for all of your

         12  good work and say that your well put double

         13  statements were not only well put but downright

         14  poetic. So, I wanted to commend you on that.

         15                 I want to also say that I am ending

         16  this joint session of the Economic Development and

         17  the Contract Committee.

         18                 In a moment, those that are on the

         19  Contract Committee, don't go anywhere, Council

         20  Member Jackson will reconvene the Contract

         21  Committee.

         22                 But I want to wish everyone happy

         23  holidays. This joint session has now been ended.

         24                 Thank you very much.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: We have another
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          2  vote.

          3                 Good afternoon. This is the Committee

          4  on Contracts. Good afternoon, and welcome to this

          5  hearing on the Committee on Contracts. My name is

          6  Council Member Jackson. I Chair the Committee. Today

          7  we will be voting on five bills that together will

          8  ensure that goods purchased by the City reflect new

          9  New York environmental and health values.

         10                 In almost every category of goods,

         11  there are some products that are environmentally

         12  preferable to others. Often obtaining their

         13  environmentally preferable option involves little or

         14  no additional cost.

         15                 For example, we all know that

         16  recycled paper costs pretty much the same as

         17  non-recycled paper.

         18                 The bills that we are considering

         19  will put the City of New York at the forefront of

         20  environmental purchasing in this country.

         21                 Given that the City spends billions

         22  of dollars on goods and construction each year,

         23  changes to what the City agencies purchase will not

         24  only effect the City's environment, but also what is

         25  available in the marketplace for other consumers.
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          2                 Intro. 534-A, sponsored by Council

          3  Member Bill DeBlasio, creates a new director of

          4  Citywide environmental purchasing, who will be

          5  responsible for implementing and updating the

          6  environmental and health standards detailed in the

          7  rest of the bills.

          8                 The Director will also be charged

          9  with establishing additional standards according to

         10  criteria outlined in the legislation; will

         11  coordinate with City agencies to ensure compliance

         12  with the legislation, and prepare an annual report.

         13                 This bill and the others will apply

         14  to, "direct purchases by City agencies to certain

         15  construction projects such as tenant fit-outs that

         16  are not covered by the Green Building law we passed

         17  in September, and to other contracts at the

         18  discretion of the director.

         19                 The four other bills in the package

         20  establish the minimum standards that the director

         21  will implement. In the interest of brevity, I won't

         22  go into detail but just briefly mention each one.

         23  Intro. 536-A, sponsored by Council Member Gennaro,

         24  Jim Gennaro, revises and revamps the Energy Star

         25  bill, passed by the City Council in 2003.
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          2                 Under this new bill, many

          3  energy-consuming goods purchased by City agencies

          4  have to be either Energy Star certified or meet

          5  energy efficient recommendations that are

          6  established by the Federal Energy Management Program

          7  for Federal Agencies.

          8                 The legislation also requires the

          9  City to purchase computers with advanced

         10  energy-saving features. As far as I know, we will be

         11  the first jurisdiction in the country to enact this

         12  particular sort of requirement.

         13                 In addition, the bill requires the

         14  City to actively, to activate the energy saving

         15  features of its office equipment.

         16                 Intro. 545-A, sponsored by Council

         17  Member Domenic Recchia, the Speaker Gifford Miller

         18  and Council Member Jim Gennaro, updates the City's

         19  laws regarding the purchase of recycled material.

         20  The City will be required to abide by the EPA's

         21  guidelines on the minimum recycled content of a wide

         22  range of goods, and to exceed those guidelines for

         23  paper purchases.

         24                 The bill also required the City's new

         25  printers and photocopiers be capable of
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          2  double-siding, and be set to do so by default.

          3                 Intro. 544-A, sponsored by Council

          4  Member Christine Quinn, and Council Member Jim

          5  Gennaro, regulates the City's purchase of goods that

          6  contain hazardous materials.

          7                 The bill requires that the City only

          8  purchase building products like carpets and paint,

          9  which release low quantities of hazardous fumes.

         10                 The bill also prohibits the City from

         11  purchasing electronic equipment that contain certain

         12  toxic materials, and requires the City to establish

         13  a plan for the re-use or recycling of electronic

         14  waste.

         15                 Moreover, Intro. 544-A requires the

         16  City to reduce its purchase of materials that may

         17  create dioxin if they are burned, such as polyvinyl

         18  chloride, PCV.

         19                 Finally, Intro. 552-A, sponsored by

         20  Council Member Eva Moskowitz, the Speaker Gifford

         21  Miller and Council Member Jim Gennaro, required the

         22  City to develop a pilot program to determine the

         23  feasibility of using Green or low-toxic cleaning

         24  products.

         25                 The City will subsequently be
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          2  required to implement the program Citywide, to the

          3  extent the City determines that green cleaning is

          4  feasible.

          5                 I would like to thank the many

          6  members of the Administration who worked so hard and

          7  cooperatively with us to complete these bills.

          8                 I strongly this package of

          9  legislation and urge the support of the other

         10  members of the Committee.

         11                 Any preliminary statements from our

         12  members?

         13                 Any comments?

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Mr. Chair, I

         15  would like you to couple these legislation, if you

         16  don't mind.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Go ahead,

         18  please.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: I would just

         20  like you to couple the legislation together so that

         21  we can make the vote.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Okay. Would

         23  anybody like to speak on this particular matter?

         24                 Okay, with that, I'm going to ask you

         25  to call the roll.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member

          3  Jackson.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Yes.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Mr. Chair, I

         13  vote aye on all. I did have some concern about the

         14  provision that was in the original package having to

         15  do with PVC, which I understand, yes, does release

         16  toxins when burned, in many instances replaces

         17  materials that have their own issues, and is an

         18  extremely, extremely common material, as you know,

         19  and all kinds of products.

         20                 I understand that the language of

         21  this bill, of the legislation we're adopting, has

         22  been changed so it doesn't single out PVC in

         23  particular. I think that was a wise move, and I

         24  support this package and vote aye on all. Thank you.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of five in
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          2  the affirmative, zero in the negative and no

          3  abstentions, proposed Introductions 534-A, 536-A,

          4  544-A, 545-A, and 552-A are adopted. Council

          5  Members, please sign the Committee reports.

          6                 Thank you.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON JACKSON: Hearing no other

          8  business, this Committee is now adjourned.

          9                 (Hearing concluded at 2:19 p.m.)
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